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The Building Committee for the USD North Complex Lobbies and Commons Renovation 
project met via conference call on March 21, 2011 with the following members participating:  
Jack Warner, Executive Director; Dean Krogman, Regent, Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer and 
Roberta Amber for President Abbott.  Also participating were Cathy Wagner, Sheila Gestring 
and Jeff Baylor, USD; Gordon Hollenbeck, OSE and Monte Kramer, BOR. 
 
Cathy Wagner summarized the work to date on the Commons Food Service renovation.  The 
preliminary facility statement was approved at the December 2009 Board meeting.  She noted 
that RSA Architects was hired to study the facility, including feasibility and costs of retaining it 
as a food service operation for the long-term.  The study showed that the costs to upgrade the 
entire facility was cost prohibitive and it would not meet the long-term needs of USD.  The 
decision has been made to upgrade the infrastructure of the facility and not to remodel the 
interior spaces or to replace the kitchen equipment.  This would allow the facility to be used for 
the next 2-3 years before a final decision is made on whether food service should be centralized 
in MUC or the facility should be completely renovated.  The interior of the facility and the 
upgrade of the kitchen could be done later if that is determined to be the best solution. The 
University has decided to hold on the North Complex Housing renovation work to focus funding 
on the Commons project.  Ms. Wagner added that the University would like to pursue 
Construction Manager at Risk so that a contractor can be hired this spring to evaluate what work 
can be done in the summer of 2011 on the Facility.   
 
OSE had a number of questions about LEED certification.  USD would work with OSE to 
determine if the certification can be waived.   
 
The current renovation work includes upgrades to the heating, ventilation, air-condition, fire-
suppression, electrical and plumbing systems.  Additionally, the replacement of exterior 
windows, the dining area ceiling, the building roof and the floor will be done.  These 
improvements will allow for the building to continue functioning in its current state.  Estimated 
cost of the project is $1,350,000. 
 
Regent Krogman moved, and Roberta Ambur seconded a motion to approve the facility plan.  
The motion carried unanimously.   


