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The Building Committee for the USD Mechanical Overhaul and Modernization project met on 

September 26, 2013, via conference call with the following members in attendance: Jack Warner, 

BOR; Terry Baloun, Regent; Jim Abbott, USD; and Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer. Also 

present were Sheila Gestring and Catherine Wagner, USD; Tracy Mercer, BOR. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to approve the Facility Program Plan for the Mechanical 

Overhaul and Modernization project. 

 

Catherine Wagner walked the group through the project. She stated basically everything in the 

ground will be repaired and modernized with this $10 million project.  

 

The University of South Dakota plans to upgrade the infrastructure of campus.  The project 

would be a complete design and construction replacement of water/sanitary/storm lines serving 

the buildings, the steam and condensate lines, electrical upgrades, communication lines and 

tunnel repairs.  The modernization of the lines should accomplish energy savings, improved 

usage reporting and move towards a more energy efficient and energy friendly campus. It will 

also update the fiber optics. 

 

The funding comes from $8 million in bonds and $2 million in HEFF.  Because it is a bond, 

construction would begin this summer.  The project would be done in 3 phases.   

 

Dr. Warner asked how far along the engineers are in designing a process for the project.  Wagner 

responded that they are very far along.  She said they are working out how to not have the 

campus tore up when school starts. 

 

Baloun asked if this will be bid out in pieces?  Or will it be going to one contractor.  Wagner said 

they hoped that they could do a phase per contractor.  A general contractor will have subs 

underneath them.   

 

Warner asked the question, would the lighting be done only if the other bids came under 

estimate?  Wagner stated that was correct. 

 

 

IT WAS MOVED by Jim Abbott, seconded Kristi Honeywell to approve the Facility Program 

Plan for the Mechanical Overhaul and Modernization project.  

 

Warner - AYE 

Abbott - AYE 

Honeywell - AYE 

Baloun - AYE 

 

The MOTION CARRIED.   

 

 


