
NOTES OF THE MEETING 

SDSU HEADHOUSE-GREENHOUSE BUILDING 

May 6, 2013 

 

 

The Building Committee for the SDSU Headhouse-Greenhouse Building met at South Dakota 

State University and via teleconference on May 6, 2013 with the following members 

participating: Dr. Jack Warner, Executive Director; David Chicoine, President; Terry Baloun, 

Regent; and Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer.  Also participating were Dean Kattelmann, 

SDSU; Molly Weisgram, BOR. 

 

Dr. Warner expressed his concern for the credibility of the cost estimates associated with project 

as both Phase I and Phase II were over the architect/engineer estimates. He noted SDSU’s 

request to increase Phase II (interior build out of the Headhouse) by approximately $75,877, 

totaling an award amount of $1,388,500. 

 

Dean Kattelmann acknowledged the overages of roughly $288,500 total. He said Phase I was an 

SDSU error which included an underestimation of infrastructure needs, and Phase II was an A/E 

miscalculation. 

 

Mr. Kattelmann said this project received legislative approval in the 2012 (H.B. 1051) at 

$3,785,000. The current projected costs for Phases I, II, & III are $4,414,400 or $629,500 over 

the original estimate. This is a 16.6% increase in the project which is within the 25% variance 

allowed by legislation.   

 

IT WAS MOVED by Kristi Honeywell, SECONDED by David Chicoine to authorize SDSU to 

increase the bid award approximately $75,877 to a total of $1,388,500.  

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 

Baloun – AYE 

Chicoine – AYE 

Honeywell – AYE 

Warner – AYE 

 

Dean Kattelmann explained that South Dakota State University requests approval to award Phase 

II to the low bidder (Mark Luke Construction) for $585,000.  The amount includes the Base Bid, 

Alternate 1, Alternate 2, and a credit identified by the bidder post bid for duplication of 

equipment included in the Base Bid.  SDSU will continue the design development of Phase III of 

the project as approved during the last building committee to confirm the estimated total project 

costs.  He explained it is the desire of SDSU to be able to construct the other phase of work 

within the next 12 months. 

 

Regarding Phase III (construction of the Greenhouses and conversion of temporary academic 

space to headhouse space), he said SDSU’s planning estimates were $2,685,000. Preliminary 

design by the architect includes estimates from green house suppliers for the green houses and 



equipment. Those estimates indicate Phase III will have a total cost of approximately 

$3,026,000.   

 

Mr. Kattelmann indicated that SDSU has reviewed the current estimates and concurs with the 

projected costs completed by the architect. He said they are comfortable with these projections as 

most work and material in this phase are prefabbed. 

 

IT WAS MOVED by Regent Terry Baloun, SECONDED by Kristi Honeywell to award Phase II 

to the low bidder (Mark Luke Construction) for $585,000. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 

Baloun – AYE 

Chicoine – AYE 

Honeywell – AYE 

Warner – AYE 

 

The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 


