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The Building Committee for the SDSU Bioscience Research Laboratory met at South Dakota 

State University and via teleconference on May 8, 2013 with the following members 

participating: Dr. Jack Warner, Executive Director; David Chicoine, President; Dean Krogman, 

Regent; and Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer.  Also participating were Les Olive, Dean 

Kattelmann, Kevin Kephart, SDSU; Gary Stanley, RSArchitects, Trevor Clarco, Cannon Design; 

Molly Weisgram, BOR. 

 

Dr. Warner explained that the purpose of this meeting is to inform the committee of Cannon 

Design’s findings regarding its research on interdisciplinary research spaces. 

 

Kevin Kephart, SDSU Vice President for Research, prefaced the information by explaining that 

interdisciplinary research, synergetic design is the pretext by which Cannon Design approached 

its information gathering task. He said SDSU’s primary areas of research growth in 2005 have 

been food security, health and nutrition, and renewable energy.  

 

Trevor Clarco explained the study process and presented findings. Dr. Kephart explained that 

this effort included a campus level faculty advisory team, roughly 16 people including faculty 

and Paul Turman from the system BOR office. Members of this team were included on site 

visits, which created interest for interdisciplinary research among faculty members. Mr. Clarco 

stated that RFP’s requiring interdisciplinary research teams are increasing, and this research 

infrastructure would be a competitive advantage for SDSU in the future.  

 

Cannon Design showed how the three top research groupings at SDSU were connected and the 

opportunities for interdisciplinary research. Mr. Clarco said that SDSU is already doing 

interdisciplinary research, but its physical environment doesn’t show or foster the relationships. 

 

Mr. Clarco brought up research funding issues and opportunities.  

 

He said interdisciplinary facility tours showed that existing facilities are supported with capital 

investment, and they generally have a formal process in place for how researchers are accepted 

into the facility. There is a strategy for divestiture as well (the people/group have to maintain 

productivity to remain in the building). He discussed the governance structure of the facilities 

toured. 

 

Further discussion regarding how the interdisciplinary laboratory affects the program/department 

budgets and other potential issues to work through. 

 

It was reiterated that the institutions that have established teams are already set to respond to the 

needs are more competitive to funding. Private sector companies are interested in this type of 

research team. 

 



The projected costs are $280 per net square foot. With this, the total project cost is roughly $47 

million (estimated cost for completion in 2017). Assuming this building could be funded with 

50% gift and 50% lending (which accounts for M&R, organizational operational and utility 

costs, as well as faculty costs), he said the building could be self-sustaining within 14 years.  

 

Mr. Clarco said by utilizing the current core research facilities on campus, the recommended 

location of a potential interdisciplinary research lab site is where the current physiology building 

is located. This would continue connections to other resources. 

 

Dean Kattelmann confirmed that the current physiology building only houses about three offices 

and would be absorbed. The current building would be demolished. The total duration of this 

project would be roughly 54-61 months (if started today, this building would be open in 2017).  

 

Discussion of when the project would be self-sustaining depending on different funding levels. 

 


