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December 13, 2010 
 

 
 
The Building Committee for the NSU Student Center met via conference call on December 13, 
2010 with the following members participating:  Jack Warner, Executive Director; Jim Smith, 
President; Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer, and Randy Schaefer, Regent.  Also participating 
were Don Erlenbusch and Rhoda Smith, NSU; John Ullmann, OSE; and Monte Kramer and 
Mary Turman, BOR.   
 
Mr. Erlenbusch referenced the Facility Design Plan and said that the Board of Regents had 
approved the Facility Program Plan at the October 2010 meeting.  There have not been any 
changes to the Facility Program Plan, and the budget has been revised, and the total cost of the 
project is $6.1M.  He said the amount includes the cost estimates as follows:  Construction - 
$4,944,385; A/E, Commissioning and LEED Fees -$715,528; Financing Fees - $100,000; and 
Contingency - $340,000.  He said they have determined that the Architect/Engineers did not 
complete the LEED study but they do have $44,000 in the budget for commissioning, but they do 
not include other renovation or remodeling that they will come up with when they prepare the 
construction documents. 
 
Mr. Erlenbusch stated that the estimated construction costs include all services necessary.  They 
do have some alternates available and they may add or delete some additional meeting room 
finishes, furnishings and equipment, potential site improvements, dining room finishes, etc.  
When we go out for bid, there will be a contingency for 5% for owner requested changes.  The 
Architect/Engineer is currently working on the LEED study and before this project would go out 
for bid, they would make sure that any recommendations that they come up with would be 
included in the bid. 
 
Ms. Honeywell said that the A/E cannot go to bid without a waiver on the LEED points if they 
are not designed.  The rules require that if the waiver is requested it has to be done before design 
development. 
 
Dr. Smith said NSU thought that Koch Hazard understood that they needed to design this project 
to be LEED certified.   
 
Mr. Ullmann said that Koch Hazard operated on the assumption that they would have a LEED 
waiver.  They did not think they would have to upgrade the building envelope. 
 
Ms. Honeywell commented that the LEED credit (the envelope portion) can be achieved and 
does not think it will add much more to the cost.  She assumes that the Architect/Engineers will 
put energy efficient systems in the building anyway. 
 



Dr. Smith noted that since the students are paying for this building, they want to do everything 
possible to make the building energy efficient.  If they absolutely cannot achieve LEED 
certification, they will seek a waiver. 
 
IT WAS MOVED by President Smith, seconded by Kristi Honeywell to approve the Facility 
Design Plan for the NSU Student Center Renovation and Addition, assuming that the building 
will ultimately achieve LEED certification, but that the Committee be notified as a Building 
Committee if a waiver is sought.  The MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 


