
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

NSU STUDENT CENTER RENOVATION/ADDITION 

May 20, 2011 

 

 

The Building Committee for the NSU Student Center Renovation/Addition project met in the 

Gold Room at NSU in Aberdeen, and via conference call on May 20, 2011 with the following 

members participating:  Jack Warner, Kristi Honeywell, Randy Schaefer, and James Smith.  Also 

participating were Don Erlenbusch and Rhoda Smith, NSU; Harvey Jewett, Mary Turman and 

Molly Weisgram, BOR, and Victoria Borchard, OSE. 

 

Dr. Warner announced that the purpose of the meeting was to approve the design plan and 

budget so the project can go out for bid. 

 

Mr. Erlenbusch referenced the pre-bid documents listing the five alternates.  The alternates 

include: 1) BAS Connectivity which ties into the energy management system - $11,534; 2) 

Upper level meeting room upgrades including a moveable partition for more programming 

flexibility - $184,427; 3) Dining booths, food service equipment - $198,383; 4) Energy saving 

faucets, radiant heat and chiller, low flow toilets - $185,330; and 5) reception desks - $30,104.   

 

Mr. Erlenbusch noted that the chiller was just replaced ten years ago so they may not need to 

replace it as referenced in Alternate # 4, however, it may be needed for LEED certification.   

 

A discussion on LEED certification exemption ensued.  Ms. Honeywell indicated that the project 

currently shows 50 LEED points, but some of those points are in alternates.  Dr. Smith expressed 

opposition to the Hybrid Parking spaces because no one will use them.  He added that the 

envelope to the building is old and the building is connected to two other old buildings, so they 

should be exempted from LEED. New construction is 23% of the building and 77% of the 

building is being renovated, so Ms. Honeywell does not want to grant an exemption to LEED.  

The water and chiller are prohibiting attaining the LEED points.  

 

Ms. Honeywell said she cannot waive LEED because NSU cannot afford it and because they 

want to spend the money somewhere else.  50 points are needed and they will reach 50 if they 

take the alternates.   

 

Dr. Smith said this is not a new building and the energy costs at NSU are the lowest in the state.  

They students are paying for the building and LEED will not save that much in energy costs over 

the years. 

 

Dr. Warner said if we are relying on alternates to get to the required LEED points, and pointed 

out that we would have to seek an exemption if the bids come in high.  Ms. Honeywell noted that 

the project already has 50 or 52 points without the alternates, and if the bids come in favorably, 

we will take the LEED additional points.  She said that she is working from two lists of LEED 

points provided by the architect, Koch Hazard.  She added that the architect automatically cut out 

LEED so they can put in other high end equipment.   

 



Regent Jewett stated that we do not need to delay this project and redesign it.  We need to know 

exactly where the LEED points are from the architect.  He said the project should go forward so 

that we can see what the bids produce and approve the project going out to bid. 

 

IT WAS MOVED by Regent Schaefer, seconded by President Smith to approve the bid 

documents and the budget worksheets so that the project can go out to bid.  The MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 


