
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NSU STUDENT CENTER RENOVATION/ADDITION 

July 27, 2011 
 

 
The Building Committee for the NSU Student Center Renovation/Addition project met via 
conference call on July 27, 2011 with the following members participating:  Jack Warner, Kristi 
Honeywell, Randy Schaefer, and James Smith.  Also participating were Don Erlenbusch and 
Rhoda Smith, NSU; Molly Weisgram, BOR; and Victoria (Borchard) Job, OSE. 
 
Dr. Warner announced that the purpose of the meeting was to approve the OSE budget and 
contract award. 
 
Mr. Erlenbusch referenced the Bid Tab for the Student Center project. The low bid was from 
JDH Construction, Aberdeen, in the amount of $5,406,612.  This is a combination of lines 3 and 
4 under the JDH Construction column on the bid tab sheet. 
 
The total funding for this project is $6 million. The estimated project costs are $5,791,127.23 
 
He explained that the group could not consider the base bid of $5,406,612 as this amount would 
not have included the contingency funding necessary at this stage of the project.  The campus 
stakeholders, contractor, architect, and engineers conducted Valued Engineering sessions and 
were able to identify $232,011.29 in savings to restore contingency funding.  These identified 
savings will not materially impact the design or function of the Student Center. 
 
Kristi Honeywell verified that the contingency is adequate. 
 
Mr. Erlenbusch also referenced the OSE Post-Bid Budget Worksheet reflecting construction 
costs of $5,174,600.71, which included the amounts referenced above.  This revised bid will 
provide contingency funding in the amount of $208,872.77.  If the contingency funds are not 
needed during project construction, the group may decide to restore some of the Value 
Engineering items or consider some alternates that they are not able to accept at this time.  
 
The project is currently rated at 54 LEED points, which qualifies it for LEED certification. 
However, there is a question of whether the current chiller has the right refrigerant for LEED 
certification. Since the current chiller is only 10 year old, the architect plans to ask for a waiver 
from the US Green Building Council (USGBC). If the waiver is not granted, there could be 
additional cost of roughly $93,000.  
 
IT WAS MOVED by Regent Schaefer, seconded by Kristi Honeywell to approve the OSE 
budget and award the contract to JDH Construction.  The MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 


