
NOTES OF THE MEETING 

NSU Johnson Fine Arts Center Facility Design Plan 

June 16, 2014 

 

 

The Building Committee for the NSU Johnson Fine Arts Center met in via teleconference on 

June 16, 2014 with the following members participating: Dr. Jack Warner, Executive Director; 

James Smith, NSU President; Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer. Regent Harvey Jewett was not 

available.  Also participating were Veronica Paulson, NSU; Colby Brakke, OSE; and Tracy 

Mercer, BOR. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to approve the final floor plans and approve the soliciting of 

bids for the project. 

 

The total project budget is $12,000,000 with an available building budget of $9,625,500, leaving 

a 5% contingency and allowing for various fees and testing. 

 

Veronica Paulson presented that the most important piece to the project is the renovation of the 

theatre with improvement to the acoustics.  The renovation will also include a faculty studio, 

new space to improve the lobby area, a black box theatre, and art gallery.  The black theatre is 

now a shell and its finishes will be determined as the bids come in.   

 

Dr. Jack Warner asked what the capacity of the main theatre will be.  Veronica Paulson replied 

that the capacity will be 1,011.  Paulson also noted the project’s 5% contingency can hopefully 

be used for some additional finishes and Black Box theatre equipment.   

 

Paulson inquired how the schedule will be worked out and can it be dictated the order areas are 

completed.  Colby Brakke with OSE commented that it would have to be put in the bid.  James 

Smith stated the concern is that we are getting a late start and that could drive up the bid and 

perhaps shutout local contractors. To compensate could the bid state only certain areas must be 

completed at certain times.  It was determined by the committee that the bid requirements would 

be presented in three different baselines.  The first baseline would have the original August 2015 

completion date.  The second baseline would require only certain areas to be complete by August 

2015 and the third baseline would extend the entire project until December of 2015.   

 

IT WAS MOVED by James Smith, seconded by Kristi Honeywell to approve the budget 

worksheet and begin to solicit bids for the NSU Johnson Fine Arts Center project.  All voted aye. 

The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Meeting adjourned.  

 


