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BLACK HILLS STATE UNIVERSITY 

CENTRAL PLANT UPGRADES 

October 21, 2011 

 

The Building Committee for the BHSU Central Plant Upgrades met on October 21, 2011, via 

conference call with the following members present:  Jack Warner, BOR; Kay Schallenkamp, 

BHSU; and Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer; (Regent Randy Morris unable to attend). Also 

present were Kathy Johnson and Art Jones, BHSU; Molly Weisgram, BOR; and Kevin Espeland, 

OSE. 

The purpose of the meeting was to approve a design firm for the infrastructure project budgeted 

at $2,800,000. The three firms being considered for the project are John W. Hey & Company, 

Rapid City, SD; Stanley Consultants, Minneapolis, MN; and Burns & McDonnell, Kansas City, 

MO. 

Of the nine firms who submitted proposals and Statements of Interest on the project, John W. 

Hey & Company scored highest and the technical review committee is recommending selection 

of John W. Hey for this project.  The rankings/scores are as follows: John W. Hey & Company 

(90); Stanley Consultants (87); Burns & McDonnell (86). 

The Technical review Committee included Gordon Hollenbeck and Kevin Espeland, OSE; and 

Randy Culver and Art Jones, BHSU. 

DISCUSSION: 

Dr. Warner asked for the perspectives of those who participated on the technical review 

committee.  

Art Jones and Kevin Espeland explained that they felt that although John W. Hey & Co. is a 

smaller firm than Stanley Consultants or Burns & McDonnell, it brings a wealth of BHSU 

campus knowledge and experience to the project.  John Hey is local, and he is capable of 

handling this size of project.  His most recent major central heating plant upgrade project with 

the state of South Dakota was the installation of the new biomass boiler system at STAR 

academy in Custer.  That project was of the same magnitude and very successful.   

Mr. Jones said there is some urgency related to this project due to a $1 million grant they 

received that would help cover part of this cost. They have 17 months left (of a three-year span) 

to spend the money, so the project would need to be completed within that amount of time. 

When asked by Dr. Warner, the group agreed that 17 months would be an adequate amount of 

time in which to finish the project. 

IT WAS MOVED by Kay Schallenkamp, seconded by Regent Kristi Honeywell to approve the 

recommendation of the Technical Review Committee to hire John W. Hey & Company as the 

design firm for the BHSU Central Plant Upgrades infrastructure project. All members voting 

AYE. The MOTION CARRIED.   


