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SANFORD SCIENCE EDUCATION CENTER 
March 6, 2014 

 
 
The Building Committee for the BHSU Jonas Science Renovation/Sanford Science Education Center 
met via telephone conference call on March 6, 2014 with the following members participating: Dr. 
Jack Warner, Executive Director; Kay Schallenkamp, BHSU President; Terry Baloun, Regent; and 
Kristi Honeywell, State Engineer. Also participating were, Kathy Johnson and Randy Colver, BHSU; 
Steve Williams, Williams and Associates; and Tracy Mercer, BOR. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and approve the Facility Design Plan.  
 
Black Hills State University is requesting the building committee’s approval of the following facility 
design Plan for the Jonas Science Renovation and Sanford Science Education Center project.  The 
preliminary facility plan for this project was approved in December 2011 and the facility program plan 
was approved in April 2013.  This project is included in the Board’s current 10-year capital 
improvement plan and is part of Senate Bill 19 requesting authorization to increase the overall funding 
from $2.5 million to $4.2 million to provide spending authority for the $2.5 million gift from T. Denny 
Sanford to create the Sanford Science Education Center. 
 
Kathy Johnson walked the group through the project.  Black Hills State University is striving for a new 
paradigm for teaching science.  We propose establishing a highly innovative center on the BHSU 
campus that draws on and features the captivating scientific research of Sanford Lab, that increases 
public engagement with science, and that transforms the full cycle of science teaching from 
kindergarten through college, including the preparation of future teachers and professional 
development support of current teachers. 

 
Jonas Science will become the comprehensive center for science and will bring together faculty, staff, 
and students from departments and disciplines across BHSU linking them with education and outreach 
staff, scientists, and engineers at Sanford Lab and with K-12 teachers from across the region. Within a 
newly renovated facility at BHSU, the model programs for preparing and inspiring the next generation 
of scientists, science educators, and scientifically literate citizens will be showcased. 
 
There are no material changes from the facility program plan. 

 
This building will continue to be serviced by the central chilled water piping distribution system, the 
central boiler, and the underground primary electrical distribution system.  No building or campus-
wide impact is expected on existing systems. 

 



 
The current cost estimate is $4,128,625. 

 
The funding for this project is provided from the following sources: 

   
HEFF – 10 Year Capital Plan  $1,250,000  
Federal Funds $150,000  
University Overhead $300,000  
Sanford Gift $2,500,000  
Total $4,200,000  

 
 
There are no significant changes to the operational or M&R expenses from those provided in the 
facility program plan.  The costs of OE are not expected to rise, but rather may decrease due to energy 
efficiency measures in the project.  M&R costs will decrease in the short term.  Longer term M&R will 
be covered through the HEFF M&R fund just like the current facility.  No new gross square feet are 
added with this project. 

 
This project has received exemption from the LEED Silver requirement as allowed in SDCL 5-14-34. 
 
 
Dr. Warner asked Kristi Honeywell if the plans matched the needs.  She confirmed that they did. 
 
 
IT WAS MOVED by President Schallenkamp, SECONDED by Kristi Honeywell to approve the 
facility design plan for the BHSU Jonas Science Renovation/Sanford Science Education Center 
Facility Design Plan.   
 
Schallenkamp – AYE 
Baloun – AYE 
Honeywell – AYE 
Warner – AYE  
 
All voted aye. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 


