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Mary Mitchell, 
elementary education 
major from Eagle 
Butte, will return to 
her hometown to 
begin her professional 
teaching career this fall 
as a junior first-grade 
teacher.  

Cody Drolc, 
political science 
major from Spearfish, 
received a full funding 
offer to attend the 
University of Missouri 
to pursue his doctoral 
degree in political 
science. 

 

Cassie Smith, 
exercise science major 
from Colorado Springs, 
Colo., will attend the 
University of Puget 
Sound’s School of 
Physical Therapy in 
Tacoma, Wash.

Becca Ellis, 
professional 
accountancy 
and business 
administration-
management major 
from Rock Rapids, 
Iowa, will begin a 

career as a staff tax accountant at Ketel 
Thorstenson in Rapid City in the fall 

after working as a job coach through 
the Rapid City Parks Department this 
summer.

Ethan Engel, art 
and graphic design 
major from Winner, 
is showcasing his art 
series “Transcendence: 
Journey of Autism,” 
which tells his story 
and struggles of having 

autism, through a national traveling 
exhibit as part of the VSA Emerging 
Young Artists Program, an exhibit 
which kicked off at the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, D.C.

Continued on page 2

More than 400 students graduate; 
Shann receives honorary doctorate 

[ Where ANYTHING is possible ]

Anything is Possible for BHSU graduates
BHSU’s newest group of alumni prove that anything is possible as they hang up their caps and gowns to begin jobs and 

pursue graduate degrees.

More than 
400 graduates 
were recognized 
during 
BHSU’s 169th 
Commencement 
Ceremony May 9 
at the Donald E. 
Young Sports & 
Fitness Center.

BHSU alum 
Michael Shann 
was presented an 
Honorary Doctorate of Public Service 
degree. Shann was honored for his 

BHSU awarded 93 masters 
degrees, 293 bachelors degrees, 
and 25 associates degrees to 
graduating students during 
the university’s 169th 
commencement ceremony.

President Jackson presents alum Michael Shann with 
an Honorary Doctor of Public Service during the 2015 
spring commencement ceremony at BHSU.

outstanding accomplishments in the 
entertainment industry, which includes 
producing the closing ceremony of the 
Sochi 2014 Winter Olympic Games.

After receiving his award at 
commencement, Shann addressed 
the BHSU graduates at Saturday’s 
ceremony.

“Life is not a sprint, it’s a 
marathon,” Shann said. “You’re 
starting it off right by taking a moment 
to appreciate, to be recognized and to 
enjoy what you’ve accomplished so 
far.”
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Paige Smith, 
outdoor education 
major from Austin, 
Minn., will spend the 
summer interning with 
Reptile Gardens, the 
largest reptile zoo in 
the world handling the 
slithering reptiles and educating the 
public about the variety of species at 
the summer tourist attraction. 

Tayler Ripley, 
biology and chemistry 
double major from 
Gettysburg, will attend 
Southeast Missouri 
State University to 
pursue his master’s 
degree in fisheries 

science after working with the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks office 
this summer. 

Jenna Kessler, 
art major from Rapid 
City, will share her 
work in this summer’s 
“Sculpture in the Hills” 
event before applying 
to international 
graduate schools.

Jonathan Adams, 
English education 
major from Cheynne, 
Wyo., will attend 
graduate school at 
Virginia Tech, studying 
rhetoric and writing 
with the goal of 

becoming a college professor.

Kristin Prescott, 
human services and 
sociology major from 
Colgate, Wis., began 
a full-time job after 
graduation as a Family 
Support Specialist in 
Rapid City with Child 
Protection Services.

Anything is Possible
Continued from page 1

English professor writes cover 
story about Sanford Lab for the 
May issue of Harper’s Magazine

BHSU professor of English Kent Meyers’ narrative 
on the history of the Homestake Mine’s rebirth into a 
scientific facility appears on the cover of the May 2015 
issue of Harper’s Magazine.

Meyers’ cover story, an 11-page essay titled “The 
Quietest Place in the Universe,” intricately describes 
the closing of Homestake Mine as first, a “disaster 
for the citizens of Lead” and second, as “a rare 
opportunity to address a major deficit in U.S. scientific 
infrastructure.”

The timing of the story’s publication just months before the opening 
of BHSU’s Underground Campus at Sanford Lab highlights the unique 
opportunities available for students to learn alongside world-renowned 
scientists in one of the world’s most innovative underground laboratories.

BHSU Enactus team competes
in national competition

The BHSU 
Enactus team, 
part of an 
international 
organization 
that brings 
together student, 
academic 
and business 
leaders who 
are committed 
to using the 
power of 
entrepreneurial 
action to shape a 
more sustainable 
world, competed 
in the Enactus 
United States 
National Competition recently in  
St. Louis, Mo.

The BHSU team including 13 students and two faculty placed in the initial 
round of competition and came home with a trophy for advancing to the 
competition quarterfinals showcasing their projects including the “Facebook for 
Retirees” training, “BeeSweet” to fund beehives in Zambia, Africa, and providing 
marketing assistance to a small business in Belle Fourche, “Recycling with RSI 
(Refuse Solutions, Inc.).” 
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BHSU students present research at 
national research conference

Twelve BHSU students presented 
their research during the National 
Conference for Undergraduate 
Research (NCUR) at Eastern 
Washington University in Spokane, 
Wash. NCUR is an annual event that 
allows undergraduate students the 
opportunity to present their research at 
a national level. 

Students that presented at NCUR 
included:

•  Alissa Iverson, biology major 
from Spearfish, “The Monsters 
in the Shadows”

•  Thomas Trimble, chemistry 
major from Spearfish, 
“Development of P-Stacking 
Compounds for Stationary 
Phase Modification”

•  Eva Butcher, elementary 
education major from Winner, 
“Learning and Forgetting 
Radioactivity – What’s 
Remembered? What’s 
Forgotten?”

•  Abigail Regalado, biology 
major from Rapid City, 
“Assessing Student Attributes 
in Developmental Math”

•  Gage McSpadden, psychology 
and exercise science major 
from Rawlins, Wyo., 
“Improvements to Quality 
of Life for People With an 
Intellectual Disability”

•  Kristin Rath, physical 
science major from Canton, 
“Developing a Plasma Cavity 
Ring-Down Spectroscopy 
System”

•  Ida Clarke, environmental 
science major from Oglala, 
“Phytolith Analysis of Past 
Wild Rice (Zizania Palustris) 
Abundance of Sandy Lake, 
Minnesota”

•  Micheal Hurst, biology 
and chemistry major from 
Spearfish, “Evaluation of 
Copper Photo-Catalysts in the 
Synthesis of Chiral Molecules”

•  Rebecca McCormic, 
psychology major from Rapid 
City, “Are College Counseling 
Services Necessary? A Study 
on Depression and Suicide 
Rates of College Students”

•  Tanya Robinson, psychology 
and biology major from 
Rapid City, “The Effective 
Use of a Blog as Social Media 
Instruction to Enhance In-Class 
Discussion on Real World 
Issues”

•  Stephen Farghali, mass 
communication and 
psychology major from Belle 
Fourche, “Free to Intervene: 
Assessing the Effect of 
Weakening Belief in Free Will 
on Moral Judgements”

•  Robert Russell, English 
major from Bellevue, Neb., 
“Building Confidence through 
Mentoring”

BHSU students present research at Eastern Washington University in Spokane, Wash.

Students surprise local teachers in honor
of Teacher Appreciation Week

Education students from BHSU 
made Teacher Appreciation Week 
extra-special for local teachers. Several 
BHSU students surprised their former 
elementary and secondary education 
teachers with a personal visit thanking 
them for inspiring their journey to 
become teachers themselves.

Dr. Pat Simpson, dean of the college 
of education at BHSU, says education 
students often talk about being molded 
and inspired by their past teachers.

“The most meaningful honor 
teachers can receive is to hear the impact 
their teaching made on their students’ lives,” said Simpson. “It’s a wonderful 
reminder of how rewarding teaching is.”

Kathy Christensen (left) received a surprise visit from her 
former student Sara Frasier (right), BHSU elementary 
education major from Spearfish, in honor of Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 
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Spearfish High School chemistry students visit BHSU Life Sciences Lab

Spearfish High School students conduct experiments with Dr. Micheal Zehfus, associate professor of chemistry at BHSU. BHSU 
hosted the SHS chemistry classes recently, providing tours of the Life Sciences Lab on campus and conducting experiments with the 
groups, giving them hands-on experience in the University’s chemistry labs.

International exchange student finds success at BHSU
BHSU student Jeonghyun Jeong aspires to teach others. Jeong, an international student from South Korea, wants to 

teach English, and traveled to South Dakota to improve her English and build confidence in the classroom.
Jeong is studying in the Academic English Program (AEP) at BHSU, a program that helps international students with 

their English and transition into their English-speaking and writing classes on campus. AEP classes focus on writing, 
reading, speaking and listening in English and are a requirement of all international exchange students at BHSU before they 

pursue courses in their major.
Jeong chose BHSU because 

of its picturesque location in the 
United States, as well as the region’s 
exceptional English pronunciation. 
Jeong had a professor in South Korea 
that recommended she study abroad 
at a university in the Midwest if 
she wanted to advance her English 
speaking skills.

“The pronunciation of the English 
language is very nice,” Jeong said. “It’s 
very clear and I can easily understand 
it.”

Spearfish High School 
chemistry students got a 
chance to experiment in a 
college classroom during 
a visit to the BHSU Life 
Sciences Lab recently. 

Dr. Katrina Jensen, 
assistant professor of 
chemistry at BHSU, gave high 
school students tours of the 
department and answered 
students’ questions about 
studying science at BHSU. 
Jensen, along with Dr. 
Micheal Zehfus, associate 
professor of chemistry 
at BHSU, conducted lab 
experiments with the 
students and showcased the 
instruments and classrooms 
in the University’s science 
department.

Jeonghyun Jeong, an international exchange student from South Korea, helps lead an International Student 
Organization (ISO) meeting on campus. Jeong is studying English education with plans to eventually return to South 
Korea to teach.  
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“The Shells of 
Time,” a rock ‘n’ roll 
band based out of 
the Black Hills from 
1967-1975 featuring 
nine Black Hills 
State University 
alumni, was 
inducted into the 
South Dakota Hall 
of Fame recently.

The group 
started with four 
original bandmates 
from Hot Springs 
High School who 
added additional 
members from the 
horn section in the BHSU Jazz Band to round out their rock ‘n’ roll ensemble.

Students receive 
research fellowships

Eight BHSU students received 
Undergraduate Research Fellowship 
Awards through the South Dakota 
Biomedical Research Infrastructure 
Network (SD BRIN). Funded by an 
Institutional Development Award 
(IDeA) from the National Institute 
of General Medical Sciences of the 
National Institutes of Health, the 
SD BRIN Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship Program is a highly 
selective program that provides 
fellowship recipients the opportunity 
to spend 10 weeks working and 
learning in the hands-on environment 
of research labs at a SD BRIN partner 
institution.

“The Shells of Time,” featuring BHSU alumni, 
inducted into S.D. Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

The Shells of Time, a rock ‘n’ roll band featuring nine BHSU alumni inducted into the 
South Dakota Hall of Fame, pose in front of their tour bus in 1971. L to R: Craig Katt, 
BHSU class of ’75; Rich Schuttler, attended, Rick Gusso, attended; Mike English,’81; 
Tim Sessions; Joe Meyer,’75; Rick Tetreault,’74 and Jeff Anderson, attended.

BHSU furthers sustainability 
efforts with Climate Action Plan

BHSU celebrated Earth Day last month with a Sustainable Hunting 
Workshop, community Arbor Day tree planting, and the release of the campus’ 
Climate Action Plan of environmental goals for 2020. 

Katie Greer, sustainability coordinator at BHSU, says the plan furthers the 
university’s commitment to sustainability and climate neutrality on campus.

“In the 
last five years 
since our initial 
Climate Action 
Plan we’ve 
implemented 
recycling in 
every campus 
building, 
transitioned 
custodial 
services to 
green seal-
certified 
cleaning 
products 
and achieved 
LEED Gold 
certification for the Student Union,” said Greer.

Those achievements, amongst others, guided a group of BHSU students, 
faculty and staff in proposing 16 new goals for the next five years. BHSU goals 
included in the Plan for 2020 include increasing campus energy efficiency, 
growing the campus vegetable garden, and implementing a pilot transportation 
program between Spearfish and BHSU-Rapid City.

L to R: Minji Jung, student; April Yenglin, grounds keeper; and Katie Greer, sustainability 
coordinator pick pattypan squash from the BHSU garden. BHSU recently released its Climate 
Action Plan outlining the university’s environmental goals for the next five years. 

President of Black Hills State University Dr. Tom 
Jackson, Jr. spoke with Lead-Deadwood High School 
students during their Academic Achievement Awards 
Ceremony in April.

BHSU President speaks 
with Lead-Deadwood 
High School students
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DSU’s 23rd President Selected
José-Marie Griffiths, vice president for academic affairs at Bryant University in 

Smithfield, R.I., will become the 23rd president of Dakota State University, the  
South Dakota Board of Regents recently announced. Griffiths will begin her duties as 
president at the Madison campus late this summer.

Griffiths has worked for more than 30 years in higher education and has focused 
her academic research on the use of information technology in higher education, the 
contribution of technology and informatics, and health informatics.

She has been vice president for academic affairs at Bryant University since 2010. 
Throughout her career, Griffiths has held vice president or vice chancellor positions, with responsibility for 
academic affairs, information technology, and research. Nationally, she has served in three presidential  
appointments involving information technology and information science.

MAY 2015 NEWS FROM

 DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY

DSU requests restructure of College of Business & Information Systems
Dakota State University has requested approval from the SD Board of Regents to restructure the  

College of Business and Information Systems (BIS). The new structure will consist of two colleges:  
College of Business and Information Systems and College of Computing, in addition to the current  
College of Arts and Sciences and College of Education.

The process started in September of 2014, as requested by the faculty in the College of BIS,  
was led by a task force which included faculty, staff, students and administration. The task force  
reviewed the current structure of the College of BIS and identified changes to enhance the educational 
experience for undergraduate and graduate students, support research opportunities for faculty and 
nurture current and initiate new external partnerships. Recommendations were then made based on 
information gathered through an environmental scan of structures at other institutions as well as 
interviews with students, faculty, staff, alumni, and external stakeholders that assessed current  
operations and future opportunities.

After reviewing the final report submitted by the task force, University administration endorsed a 
two college recommendation with five administrative department chairs in the areas of Business, Health 
and Information Management (HIM), Information Systems, Computer Science/Game Design, and  
Cyber Operations/Network Security. The College of BIS will consist of degrees in Health and Information 
Management, Business and Information Systems while the College of Computing will house degrees in 
Computer Science, Game Design, Cyber Operations and Cyber Security. 
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The National Society of Leadership and Success Chapter 
at DSU Inducts 70 New Members

The newly established Dakota State University Chapter of The National Society of Leadership and Success 
recently held its first induction ceremony for 70 DSU students. Inducted members completed a leadership 
program consisting of an orientation, a leadership training day, three speaker broadcasts, three success  
networking team meetings, and an induction ceremony where they received their Certificate of Leadership 
Training. This spring’s induction ceremony included a keynote address by Jon Waldman (DSU ’04, ’06),  
partner and senior information security consultant for Secure Banking Solutions, LLC.

The Society is one of the nation’s largest leadership honor societies.  Students are invited to become 
members based on academic standing. Candidacy is a nationally recognized achievement of honorable  
distinction. Membership is for a lifetime and provides access to benefits including scholarships and awards, 
exclusive on-campus events, employer recruitment through an online job bank, discounts on computers,  
textbooks, grad school prep courses, insurance and more.

Currently, the Dakota State University Society Chapter has an additional 
90 members who are working towards their induction and more students will be 
invited to join each semester.

“I’m very proud of our members. The Society has had a significant impact on 
our campus, inspiring our students to become better leaders, and helping them 
build a better future for themselves, the campus and their respective  
communities,” said Mandy Parpart, chapter advisor.
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Accreditation of the Business Programs at Dakota State University  
Reaffirmed by ACBSP

OVERLAND PARK, KS, USA (May 14, 2015) — The Accreditation Council for Business Schools and  
Programs (ACBSP) Baccalaureate/Graduate Degree Board of Commissioners has reaffirmed accreditation of 
the business programs at Dakota State University in Madison, South Dakota.

Established in 1988, ACBSP is the only organization offering specialized business accreditation for all 
degree levels, from associate to baccalaureate to doctoral degree programs. ACBSP accreditation certifies that 
the teaching and learning processes within the business programs offered through the College of Business & 
Information Systems at DSU meet the rigorous educational standards established by ACBSP.

Dakota State University was first accredited by ACBSP in 2005. The University is required to go through 
the reaffirmation process every 10 years to maintain ACBSP accreditation. “Dakota State University has shown 
their commitment to teaching excellence and to the process of quality improvement by participating in the 
accreditation process,” said ACBSP Director of Accreditation Steve Parscale, who will present the Certificate of 
Reaffirmation of Accreditation at the ACBSP Conference 2015 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, June 14.

“This reaffirmation of accreditation is evidence that Dakota State University is committed to providing the 
highest quality business education for their students for the next 10 years, just as they have done for the last 
10 years,” said Parscale.

“DSU has excellent business programs. The accreditation process 
and ACBSP validate this excellence,” said Richard Puetz, Interim Dean 
of the College of Business & Information Systems.

Phi Beta Lambda students participate in regional competition
A team of students from Dakota State University participated in the regional Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) Spring Leadership  

Conference in early April. Twelve students represented DSU PBL at this year’s conference in Boone, Iowa.  The Dakota State group 
took home 21 top place awards, including nine first place awards and seven second place awards, which automatically qualified 
the winners for the national conference. 

The students competed against 10 colleges and universities within the region in a wide range academic, skill and perfor-
mance events to qualify for the national conference with is held each summer. Eleven of the 12 students that participated in 
either individual or team events were eligible for the national competition at The National Leadership Conference in Chicago, Ill. 

Some students who participated and results from the event included: Tyler Johnson, a Computer & Network Security major 
from Sisseton, S.D. - 1st in Networking Concepts, 1st in Cyber Security and 1st in Computer Concepts; Andy Behrens a Computer 
Info Systems major from Milbank, S.D. - 1st in Website Design (Team Event), 1st in Computer Applications; Austin Vogt, a Market-
ing and Business Technology major from Yankton, S.D. - 2nd in International Business, 2nd in Retail Management, 3rd in Contempo-
rary Sports Issues; Hailie Moeller, Elem. Educ. & Special Ed major from Canby, Minn. - 3rd in Project Management; Casey Bethke, 
Business Admin. in Mgmt. and Marketing major from Pierre, S.D. - 2nd in Statistical Analysis, 4th in Marketing Concepts; and Kelly 
Brusven, Digital Arts & Design with Computer Graphics specialization and a photography minor from Pierre, S.D. - 2nd in Justice 
Administration, 5th in Retail Management.

DSU Phi Beta Lambda is the local chapter of a national organization that allows students to develop business leadership 
skills, promotes professional and ethical conduct, and provides opportunities to demonstrate academic excellence.  Phi Beta 
Lambda is the collegiate-level counterpart to Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA).  DSU PBL is open to all majors and is 
located in the College of Business and Information Systems.
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Spring Commencement 
Dakota State University’s spring commencement was held Saturday,  

May 9, 10:30 a.m. at the DSU Fieldhouse in Madison, S.D. Dakota State  
awarded one doctorate, 44 master’s, 160 baccalaureate and 38 associate  
degrees.  Wade Pogany, Executive Director of the Associated School Boards of 
South Dakota (ASBSD), was selected as the speaker, Christopher Leonhardt  
and Carissa Lewis served as student marshals, and Dr. Lynette Molstad Gorder,  
professor in the College of Business and Information Systems, was mace bearer 
and recipient of the Distinguished Alumni award.  

SDN Communications invests in 
first-ever Girls in Cybersecurity Camp

An overwhelming response to Dakota State Uni-
versity’s effort to get more girls interested in cyber-
security careers has prompted SDN Communications 
to step forward as a major private sponsor of a free, 
girls-only summer camp.

“GenCyber: Girls in Cybersecurity,” is one of the 
first camps of its kind in the nation. DSU professor 
and camp organizer, Dr. Ashley Podhradsky, thought 
60 girls entering 8th through 12th grades would be 
a lofty goal. However, registrations for the July camp 
quickly reached 100. Podhradsky had to end  
registration and start a waiting list. Eighty of the 
girls are from South Dakota, but teens from six other 
states have enrolled.

Podhradsky secured funding from the National  
Security Agency and National Science Foundation, 
but she needed to involve private sponsors to cover 
the overwhelming response. In addition to SDN’s  
sponsorship, Secure Banking Solutions of Madison is 
funding a keynote speaker.

The overall goal of this camp is to get girls excited 
about cybersecurity and encourage them to  
pursue education within the field.  Dakota State 
University offers several leading degrees in cyber-
security where our students see close to 100% job 
placement.

Four individuals and a team to 
enter 2015 Athletic Hall of Fame

Four former student-athletes and a team 
have been selected for induction into the 2015 
Dakota State University Athletic Hall of Fame in 
June.

Max Hodgen (Football - 1992, 1993, 1994, 
1995), Russell Schwartz (Football - 1977, 
1978), Tard Smith (Football & Track - 1992, 
1993, 1994, 1995), Kurt Wallace (Track - 1996, 
1997, 1998) and members of the 1982 DSU 
women’s golf team will be inducted in the Hall 
of Fame. The induction ceremony will be held 
on Saturday, June 6 at the Dakota Prairie  
Playhouse. PMS 296  Dk Blue

PMS Pantone Reflex Blue 
PMS Pantone Yellow
PMS 119 Gold
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LAFAVE’S APPOINTMENT concludes a 
5-month national search that narrowed an 
extensive list of candidates to five finalists. 
Finalists were interviewed over the past 
two weeks. LaFave, who has served as dean 
of the NSU School of Fine Arts since 2000, 
will take office in June.
“Dr. LaFave has had a tremendous career 
here at NSU,” said Northern State President 
Dr. James Smith. “His dedication to 
excellence in the fine arts area and ability 
to bring that excellence to life has been the 
envy of his peers throughout the region. 
I know Al will now bring that focused 
dedication to the work done as provost, 
and I look forward to working with him in 
his new capacity.”
The national search for a new provost 
began in December 2014 when current 
Provost and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Dr. Thomas Hawley announced his 
retirement from the university. Northern 
retained search consultant C.V. O’Boyle 
LLC, to assist in the lengthy recruitment 
and search process.
LaFave received his Doctor of Musical 
Arts and Master of Music in clarinet 
performance, both from Arizona State 
University. He received a Bachelor of Music 

Education degree in 
instrumental/vocal 
music from Northern 
State College.
A native of Onida, 
S.D., and graduate 
of Sully Buttes High 
School, LaFave joined 
Northern in 1991. He 
served as an instructor, 
assistant professor, associate professor 
and professor of music and was appointed 
department chair in 1994. In 1997 he 
moved into the role of associate dean for 
the School of Fine Arts and was appointed 
dean for the school in 2000.
Among his accomplishments, LaFave 
participated in renovation of Krikac 
Auditorium; Spafford Art Studios; and 
the recently completed Dacotah Hall art 
studio, dark room, computer lab and 
classroom space. He helped launch new 
undergraduate programs in graphic 
design and musical theater, as well as the 
new Master of Music Education degree 
program, and has been extensively 
involved in the School of Fine Arts capital 
campaign to renovate the Johnson Fine 
Arts Center.

Many know LaFave as an accomplished 
clarinetist and conductor. Several of his 
former students have gone on to successful 
careers as prominent musicians and 
faculty at premiere graduate institutions 
of music, including University of Iowa, 
University of North Texas and Arizona 
State University.
As director of bands at Northern, LaFave 
conducted and oversaw operations of the 
NSU marching band, symphonic band, 
concert band, pep band and various 
ensembles. He conducted a performance of 
the NSU Symphonic Band at the Kennedy 
Center of Performing Arts in Washington, 
D.C.
LaFave also has served as guest conductor 
or adjudicator for many organizations over 
the years. Most recently he has appeared 
with the Ontario Band Association Concert 
Band Festival, Manitoba Senior Provincial 
Honour Band, Yellowstone Summer 
Music Camp and 73rd Annual American 
Bandmaster’s Association Conference at 
Cal-Poly University.
With the appointment of LaFave as 
provost, Northern will make plans to begin 
a search for a new dean for the School of 
Fine Arts.

DR. ALAN LAFAVE IS NEW NORTHERN 
STATE UNIVERSITY PROVOST

Dr. Alan LaFave has been named the new provost and vice president of academic affairs of Northern State University.

Construction is underway on the exterior, and will increase the 
building’s square footage by roughly 35 percent. The project is 
expected to be completed in 2016.

JOHNSON FINE ARTS CENTER GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY GREENHOUSE GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY

The state-of-the-art facility, which will enhance research and teaching 
capabilities at the university, is expected to be ready by fall.
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SCHMIDT, assistant professor of 
accounting with the NSU School of 
Business, has been teaching at Northern 
since 2008. She serves as faculty advisor of 
the NSU Accounting Club and chairwoman 
of the NSU Department of Accounting, 
Banking and Financial Services, 
Economics, and Finance.
Schmidt received several letters of 
nomination from peers and students at 
NSU. One faculty member described her 
as a superb colleague and natural leader 
who demonstrates excellence in teaching, 
research and service. 
“During her time here at NSU, she has 
proven that she has the ability and 
strength to work well with students, 
staff and the community,” another faculty 
member said, adding, “Sara is a diligent 
person who enjoys the challenges of 
teaching and learning.”
Schmidt has introduced modern 
technology into her instruction and 
recently completed NSU’s Online Learning 
Consortium Teaching Certificate program. 
She has also worked with students to 
create quarterly economic reports for 
the state of South Dakota through a 
partnership between the NSU School of 

Business and 
the office of the 
South Dakota 
Secretary of 
State. In October, 
she presented 
“Preserving 
University 
Integrity in Online 
Courses” at the 
2014 American 
Accounting 
Association 
Midwest 
Conference in 
Minneapolis.
Students said 
Schmidt is a 
dedicated, enthusiastic instructor who 
cares about student success inside and 
outside of the classroom.
“While many professors focus on students 
learning the basics and gaining a general 
understanding of subjects, Dr. Schmidt 
focuses on a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of the subject in her classes,” 
one student wrote. 
“She is a kind and compassionate teacher 
that is always willing to help me if I have 

any questions on homework,” another 
student said. 
A native of Ray, N.D., Schmidt is a certified 
public accountant. She earned her 
undergraduate and master’s degrees from 
the University of Mary in Bismarck, N.D., 
and her doctorate in education from the 
University of South Dakota.
The Outstanding Faculty Award 
was announced at NSU’s spring 
commencement ceremony on Saturday.

SCHMIDT RECEIVES NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
2014-15 OUTSTANDING FACULTY AWARD 

Dr. Sara Schmidt has received Northern State University’s 2014-15 Outstanding Faculty Award.

NORTHERN STATE 
UNIVERSITY SPRING 
COMMENCEMENT  
HELD MAY 9 
On Saturday, May 9, 324 students 
graduated during Northern 
State University’s 2015 spring 
commencement.

THE CEREMONY began at 10:30 a.m. 
in the NSU Barnett Center. Delivering the 
commencement address was Northern 
alumnus Dr. Michael J. Bina, a national 
leader in special education for children and 
adults who are blind or visually impaired. 
A native of New Effington, S.D., Bina 
graduated from Northern in 1969. Since 
2008, Bina has served as the president of 
The Maryland School for the Blind. 
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THIS WAS AN IMPORTANT, if not 
monumental, step for the university, said 
NSU President Dr. James Smith.
“This will be an opportunity that we won’t 
forget for many years to come,” Smith said.
About 75 people – including local and 
state dignitaries as well as members of 
the campus community – attended the 
Confucius Institute Signing Ceremony. At 
the event, held in the NSU Beulah Williams 
Library, Smith and University of Jinan 
President Dr. Xin Cheng signed documents 
and unveiled an official Confucius Institute 
sign. 
Cheng said the University of Jinan is 
located in the hometown of Confucius, 
immersed in Confucius culture and 
Chinese tradition, he said.
“In compliance with Confucius’ policy 
that ‘Harmony comes first’ and ‘Harmony 
without Uniformity,’ University of Jinan 
will conduct close communication with 
Northern State University, offer necessary 
resources to support the Confucius 
Institute, and provide convenience for 
Chinese language learners at the local 
community and regions around Aberdeen,” 
he said. 
Other guests from the University of Jinan 
were Mr. Jun Wang, director of Finance and 
Accounting Department; Dr. 
Guoxin Sun, dean of School 
of Chemistry and Chemical 
Engineering; Mr. Jianbo Yu, 
director of Culture Center; 
and Ms. Ruixue Miao, program 
officer, International Affairs.
Cheng also introduced Chen 
Yan, associate director of the 
Confucius Institute at NSU, who said she 
is honored to be part of the ceremony, 
and proud to be working at the Confucius 
Institute.
“Serving as a role of culture messenger, 
I promise I will work together with the 
colleagues of NSU to promote the healthy 
and sustainable development of the 
Confucius Institute,” Yan said.
Also speaking at the event was South 
Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard, who 
congratulated NSU on the first Confucius 
Institute in the Dakotas. Daugaard said 
he visited Jinan during one of his trade 
missions to China and was grateful for the 
wonderful hospitality he was shown.

“I’m grateful to the University of Jinan and 
to President Cheng for partnering with 
Northern State University to make the 
Confucius Institute a reality,” he said.
The skills that NSU students will gain 
from the Confucius Institute will allow 
them to compete anywhere in the world, 
particularly in China, Daugaard said.

“The Confucius Institute will also help our 
two nations build language and cultural 
bridges that provide mutual benefits of 
international trade and tourism,” he said. 
Xu Lin, Confucius Institute Headquarters 
chief executive, sent a letter of 
congratulations to Northern State 
University.
“I believe that, through our joint efforts, 
the Confucius Institute will become an 
important window for the people from 
South Dakota, even from the whole nation, 
to learn about China and Chinese culture,” 
Lin wrote.
Attendees of Friday’s event listened to 

musical performances by NSU students; 
viewed Chinese items in the library’s new 
cultural center; and watched a calligraphy 
demonstration by Yu, one of China’s most 
talented calligraphers.
Instruction through the NSU Confucius 
Institute will start this fall. Housed in 
Lincoln Hall, the institute will offer courses 

in Mandarin language. 
There are also plans to offer 
programs in Chinese culture 
and business, and to deliver 
courses online to college level 
and high school students. 
Before the signing ceremony, 
the Jinan guests toured 
the Center for Statewide 

E-learning, which is housed at Northern 
State University.
Smith said NSU will have new students 
and faculty exchanges because of this 
partnership. Northern will also have three 
visiting scholars this summer, for a total 
of four staff from the University of Jinan 
on campus. The Confucius Institute will 
also lead to community enrichment and a 
deeper understanding of Chinese culture, 
he said.
“We will grasp every opportunity available 
to us, and we will grasp it with gusto,” 
Smith said.

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY HOLDS 
CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE SIGNING CEREMONY

Northern State University finalized its partnership with the University of Jinan, China, in April,  
officially establishing a Confucius Institute on campus.
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“THIS WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY 
THAT WE WON’T FORGET FOR 
MANY YEARS TO COME.” 

– Dr. James Smith

ATTACHMENT I   13



4

n
o

r
th

er
n

 s
ta

te
 u

n
iv

er
si

ty
 N

O
W

THE ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY/
CIVIC SYMPHONY presented “Disney in 
Concert: Magical Music of the Movies,” the 
final concert of its 2014-15 season, at the 
Aberdeen Civic Theatre.
The program was a spectacular multi-
media event that featured full symphony 
orchestra and five Northern State 
University vocal soloists together with 
video excerpts from 10 Disney animated 
features: “Frozen,” “The Little Mermaid,” 
“Beauty and the Beast,” “Pocahontas,” 
“Aladdin,” “Lion King,” “Jungle Book,” 
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” “Mary 
Poppins” and “Pirates of the Caribbean.” 
In addition, there were projected never-
before-seen art stills from “Mary Poppins.”
The program opened with a “Disney 
Overture,” which included classic animated 
moments from many of these films plus 
“The Mickey Mouse Club,” “Pinocchio,” 
“Dumbo” and “Cinderella.” The program 
ended with a sing-along version of “It’s a 
Small World After All.” The musical scores 
and videos were being obtained directly 
from the Disney Concert Library. 
The five-member vocal cast for this 
extraordinary event included Natalie 
Allcock of Britton, Kaitlin Buchholz of 
Tripp, Eli Corbett of Deadwood, Emily 
Davis of Aberdeen and Nathan Wilson of 
Kimball.
Aberdeen-area concertgoers have 
thrilled to performances by all of them: 
Allcock sang the role of Fantine in “Les 
Misérables”; Buchholz appeared in the 
recent NSU production of “On the Verge” 

and in the cast of 
“Irving Berlin’s White 
Christmas”; Corbett 
sang the roles of Bob 
Wallace in “White 
Christmas” and Marius 
Pontmercy in “Les 
Misérables”; Davis sang 
the role of Audrey in 
Aberdeen Community 
Theatre’s production of 
“Little Shop of Horrors,” 
and Wilson sang the 
role of Enjolras in “Les 
Misérables.” Davis, 
Buchholz and Corbett 
were all award winners 
at this year’s National 
Association of Teachers 
of Singing competition 
in Spearfish.
Robert Vodnoy, 
music director of the 
orchestra, conducted 
this program in July 
2014 with the Whiting Park Festival 
Orchestra in northwest Indiana, where 
he is music director during the summers. 
Vodnoy began conducting the Whiting 
orchestra in 2000. 
To prepare for the performance, NSU 
Theater Director Dan Yurgaitis helped with 
the staging, and well-known Aberdeen 
Community Theater musical director and 
accompanist Mary Marion assisted with 
the vocal coaching. To put the final touches 
on the show, the orchestra contracted A.J. 

Robb, a Los Angeles-based pianist/vocal 
coach, to come to Aberdeen and work with 
the singers. 
“The 90-minute program is like a 
Broadway show in many ways,” Vodnoy 
said. “The cast sings and dances all of the 
numbers and introduces each piece with 
a little background about the animated 
musical film from which it came. A.J. has 
prepared over 100 performances of this 
program, and we’re thrilled to be able to 
bring him here to work with the cast and 
listen to them work with the orchestra.”

ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY/CIVIC SYMPHONY 
PRESENTS ‘DISNEY IN CONCERT’ 

On April 26, Aberdeen concertgoers were treated to live performances of songs from beloved Disney classics, such as 
“Frozen” and “The Lion King,” while watching excerpts of those films.

MOLLY ROYALS, a sophomore 
clarinetist and music education major 
from Rapid City, and Delayna LaBelle, a 
junior trombonist and music education 
major from Sturgis, each will receive a 
$500 award.
Two $500 scholarships are given each year 
through the competition, which is open to 
college students from any South Dakota 
university majoring in music education 
and planning to be a band director.

At least one of the South Dakota 
Bandmasters Scholarships has gone to 
a Northern student each of the past 12 
years except 2014. Students are required 
to submit a recording and an essay as 
to why they want to be a band director. 
Royals and LaBelle also submitted a letter 
of recommendation from NSU Director of 
Bands Dr. Boyd Perkins.
Perkins said before attending NSU, both 
Royals and LaBelle were highly active in 

the NSU-sponsored Rushmore National 
Music Camp held each August at Keystone 
in the Black Hills.
“Both of these young women are dedicated 
students and servant leaders in the NSU 
music department and band,” Perkins said. 
“I cannot speak highly enough of their 
character and work ethic. We are very 
proud of their accomplishments and look 
forward to watching them grow in the 
music education profession.”

Two Northern State University students  
win S.D. Bandmasters Scholarships

Northern State University students have received the two South Dakota Bandmasters Scholarships for 2015.
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THESE OFFICIALS were in South 
Dakota April 13-14 to talk about the past, 
present and future of Korea in programs 
sponsored by the South Dakota World 
Affairs Council. At Northern, free panel 
presentations began at 7 p.m. April 14 in 
the Centennial Rooms of the NSU Student 
Center. On April 13, similar presentations 
began at 7 p.m. in the South Dakota Art 
Museum Auditorium in Brookings.
North Korea desk officer in the office of 
Korean Affairs for the U.S. Department of 
State, Andrew Publicover, talked about 
security issues in the Korean peninsula. 
Publicover monitors North Korea 
proliferation and sanction issues for the 
State Department.
Presenter Jeongmi Heo works in the 
economic section of the Korean Embassy 
in Washington, where she focuses on 
the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement, 
particularly with regard to agriculture 

and pharmaceuticals. Her presentation 
addressed Korea’s economy with the 
free trade agreement and trans-Pacific 
partnership.
The Korea Economic Institute of 
America organizes and sponsors visits 
to member councils of the World 
Affairs Councils of America. Troy 
Stangarone, senior director of KEI, 
spoke on a variety of topics.
The Korea Economic Institute of 
America (KEI) was established in 1982 
as the first U.S. nonprofit institution/
think-tank solely dedicated to 
promoting dialogue and understanding 
between the Republic of Korea (ROK) 
and the United States on economic, 
political and security relations. Located in 
Washington, D.C., KEI aims to broaden and 
deepen understanding among American 
policy leaders, opinion-makers and the 
public about developments in Korea and 

the value of the U.S.-Korea relationship.
SDWAC is one of a national network of 
nonpartisan, nonprofit grassroots groups 
dedicated to educating and engaging 
the public in talking about critical 
global issues. A local governing board 
of 23 citizens sets policy, programs and 
activities.

LEADERS FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, KOREAN EMBASSY, 
KEI SPEAK AT NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 

Officials from the U.S. Department of State, the Korean Embassy and the Korea Economic Institute in Washington, 
D.C., spoke at Northern State University on April 14. 

NSU, DACOTAH BANK PARTNER TO BRING  
BANKING EXPERT TO ABERDEEN

Nationally known banking expert Dr. Timothy Koch spoke April 9 in Northern State University’s Krikac Auditorium. 
 

THE SPEECH, sponsored by the 
NSU School of Business and Dacotah 
Bank, was the inaugural event of the 
Lamont-Rhodes Lecture Series. This 
new, annual lecture series is made 
possible thanks to contributions from 
descendants of longtime Aberdeen 
residents Ernest and Louise Rhodes, 
William and Frances (Peg) Lamont, 
and Robert and Ruth Lamont.
Koch discussed his book, “Community 
Banking: From Crisis to Prosper-
ity,” which examines the impacts of 
the banking crisis on community banks, 
as well as other issues pertaining to the 
financial industry. The event was also part 
of Business Week at NSU.
Koch is the president of the Graduate 
School of Banking at Colorado, which is 
strongly supported by community banks 
in South Dakota and the surrounding 
region. In addition, he is a professor of 
finance at the University of South Carolina. 
He received his B.A. in mathematics from 
Wartburg College and Ph.D. in economics 
from Purdue University. Koch served on 
the FDIC Advisory Committee on Commu-
nity Banking in 2009-10 – the heart of the 

financial crisis. Koch has a long history of 
teaching at graduate banking schools, and 
at one point was on the faculty of each of 
the six general graduate schools of banking 
offered in the U.S.
The Rhodes and Lamont families have a 
long history of providing financial services 
to South Dakota farms, ranches and small 
business. In an effort to preserve that his-
tory, Rhodes and Lamont family descen-
dants made gifts to the NSU Foundation to 
establish the annual speaker series.
The series also promotes one of the uni-
versity’s newest additions to the School 
of Business, the banking and financial 

services program. This program offers 
undergraduate and graduate degrees 
in banking and financial services. The 
program was created in response 
to the region’s growing demand for 
financial services professionals. The 
major prepares NSU students for 
careers in all facets of the financial 
services industry, including the devel-
opment of skills needed by commu-
nity banks.
“Bankers in rural areas play an essen-
tial role in the success and develop-

ment of their communities and are often 
called upon for leadership and creative 
financing,” said William Lamont, one of the 
donors. 
NSU President Dr. James Smith said the 
families’ gift provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the NSU banking and financial 
services program and its students.
“We are extremely grateful for this im-
mense investment in our university and 
our students,” Smith said. “The Lamont and 
Rhodes families have already contributed 
so much to South Dakota. This just adds to 
their lasting legacies.”
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HEAD COACH KRISTI VILLAR 
highlighted the announcement for the 
Wolves earning her first NSIC Coach of the 
Year nod. Villar is fifth NSU coach in two 
years to receive this honor.
Northern State University head softball 
coach, Kristi Villar, has led the Wolves to 
their best season in over 20 years. North-
ern finished the regular season 32-20 
overall and 19-10 in league games, with 
a .615 winning percentage. In her fifth 
season at the helm, Villar pulled together 
single season school records in wins with 
32 and homeruns with 31, while tying 
games played with 52 on the year. The 
13th picked Wolves finished fourth in the 
NSIC regular season with a berth to the 
NSIC/US Bank Softball Tournament. In 
game one, Villar and the Wolves broke the 
single season games played record, with 
their 53rd of the season. Villar earned 
her 100th career victory as the Wolves 
defeated Winona State 1-0 in extras. Villar 
is now 105-128 over her career. In addi-
tion to her team accomplishment, Coach 
Villar has led seniors Kami Smesmo and 

Eryn Yancy to career records in strike-
outs, appearances, wins, at-bats, doubles, 
homeruns and hits, as well as single sea-
son records in appearances and wins.
Senior Kami Smesmo was named to the 
NSIC All-Conference second team for her 
efforts this season. Smesmo was 20-10 on 
the year heading into the NSIC/US Bank 
Softball Tournament. NSU’s ace has tallied 
single season records for appearances 
(34), innings pitched (200.1), and wins 
(20) in 2015. She was holding her oppo-
nents to a .268 average with a 2.69 earned 
run average. This season, Kami had tallied 
25 complete games, six shutouts, two 
saves, and 128 strikeouts. She is the back-
bone of the NSU pitching staff, leading the 
team in all categories.
Sophomore pitcher Missy Elkins and ju-
nior outfielder Kalie Maiden were named 
to the NSIC Gold Glove Team. The pair are 
errorless on the year. Elkins had played in 
27 games for the Wolves, with 37 chances, 
45 assists, and two putouts. Maiden had 
started all 52 games for NSU, with 55 
chances, 48 putouts, and seven assists.

VILLAR NAMED COACH OF THE YEAR
The Northern State University softball team was represented by three 

student-athletes on the Northern Sun Intercollegiate  
Conference All-Conference Teams.
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HISTORY EXPERT 
ADDRESSES 
ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE IN 
PRESTIGIOUS 
EVENTS 
Northern State University’s Dr. 
Steven Usitalo presented a talk 
on the Armenian Genocide at a 
Pennsylvania university, and will 
discuss the topic this summer in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

USITALO 
PRESENTED “The 
Armenian Genocide: 
Origins, Nature and 
Consequences” on 
March 26 at Slippery 
Rock University. 
The event, part of 
a history series 
on World War I, 

was organized by the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. This 
is the 100th anniversary year of the 
Armenian Genocide.
Usitalo will also present a research talk 
on the Armenian Genocide this month at 
the Holocaust Memorial Museum in D.C. 
This presentation will be a micro-study 
of one mass killing of Armenians in 
Syria (then part of the Ottoman Empire) 
in 1916. In July, he plans to attend the 
annual meeting of the International 
Association of Genocide Scholars 
meeting in Yerevan, Armenia.
Usitalo, associate professor of history at 
NSU, is a specialist in Russian and Soviet 
history with expertise in the Armenian 
Genocide and comparative genocides. 
He has worked at Northern for nine 
years.
He received his undergraduate degree 
in history at the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor, earned his master’s 
certificate in political history at the 
University of Helsinki in Finland, and 
completed his doctoral degree in Ottawa 
and Montreal.
Last summer, Usitalo participated in 
the Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
annual Silberman Seminar. A Fulbright 
scholarship award winner, Usitalo spent 
the 2011-12 academic year teaching 
a graduate seminar at Yerevan State 
University in Armenia.

ALBIZRI is assistant professor 
of management information 
systems in the NSU School 
of Business. He received the 
award for his project, titled 
“Using Large-scale Feature 
Construction and Selection for 
Financial Fraud Detection.” 
Albizri’s project will extend 
research on financial fraud 
detection by identifying research gaps and 
focusing on answering salient research 
questions, according to information he 
provided for the award application. The 
project aims to suggest design guidelines 
to improve financial fraud detection 
systems, which will benefit stakeholders 
such as investors and auditors. After 
collecting data and analyzing results, 
Albizri ultimately plans to submit a paper 
to a journal. 

Albizri has a bachelor’s degree 
and an MBA from Lebanese 
American University, and he 
earned his Ph.D. at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Albizri 
previously taught at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Sheldon 
B. Lubar School of Business.
The Nora Staael Evert Research 
Award, funded through a Northern 

State University Foundation grant, 
provides a summer stipend to support 
faculty engaged in scholarly research 
projects. The 2014 award winner was 
Dr. Alyssa Anderson. Her project is titled 
“Analysis of Chironomidae (Insecta: 
Diptera) Diversity and Community 
Composition in Brown County, S.D.” She 
plans to release preliminary findings at 
the 2015 annual meeting of the Society for 
Freshwater Science in late May.

ALBIZRI RECEIVES 2015 NORA 
STAAEL EVERT RESEARCH AWARD 
Dr. Abdullah Albizri has been named the recipient of the 2015 Nora Staael 

Evert Research Award at Northern State University.  
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BURKETT has spent the last 
three seasons as the head 
wrestling coach at Aberdeen 
Central High School, where 
he led the Golden Eagles to 
two Eastern South Dakota 
Conference titles (2014 and 
2015), two Region 3 titles 
(2014 and 2015), and the 
2014 South Dakota State 
Wrestling Tournament team 
title. Burkett coached 28 
state place winners, most 
notably four state champions in his three 
seasons in Aberdeen. Burkett was named 
the 2014 and 2015 South Dakota Region 
3 Wrestling Coach of the Year, and the 
2014 South Dakota High School Coaches 
Association Coach of the Year.
“We are very excited to welcome Rocky 
Burkett to the NSU Athletics family,” 
stated Josh Moon, NSU director of 
athletics. “Rocky has a very clear plan to 
elevate NSU wrestling and has a high level 
of passion and 
energy that will 
transform this 
program. Rocky 
has proven that 
he can build 
champions in 
the classroom, 
on the mat and 
in life. We received a lot of interest from a 
number of talented candidates nationally, 
but Rocky stood out due to his dynamic 
leadership skills and experience and the 
respect of high school coaches throughout 
the state of South Dakota. We are excited 
for the future and are thrilled to welcome 
Rocky, his wife Jennifer, and their children 
Ryder and Becca to the Wolves family.”
 “I am very excited to be named the head 
wrestling coach at NSU,” stated Burkett. “I 
would like to thank (President) Dr. Jim 
Smith and (Director of Athletics) Josh 
Moon for giving me this opportunity 
to lead Wolves wrestling. This is my 
dream job and this program is ready to 
reach new heights, and I can’t wait to get 
started.”  
Burkett returned to the NSU coaching 
staff after two stints with the Wolves as 
a graduate assistant from 2005 to 2007 
and an assistant coach from 2007 to 2011. 

In his time with the Wolves, 
the Rochester, Ind., native 
helped coach 10 wrestlers 
to NCAA Division II National 
Tournament appearances, two 
NCAA All-Americans, and one 
NCAA National Champion.
“I am grateful to the wrestling 
community, both in Aberdeen 
and across the country,” added 
Burkett. “The outpouring of 
support we have received in 
raising the funds needed to 

reinstate the program is tremendous. 
I specifically am excited to be a part of 
that community and continue a strong 
tradition of wrestling here in South 
Dakota.”
Burkett began his coaching career at 
Rochester High School in Rochester, 
Ind. He coached three Zebras to the 
IHSAA State Tournament, with two place 
winners. His experience goes far beyond 
the high school and collegiate ranks, 

with a laundry 
list of camp 
experiences. 
Since 2006, 
Burkett has 
worked at the 
Northern State 
University, 
Dakota Wesleyan 

University, and most notably the J 
Robinson (University of Minnesota) 
wrestling camps, while organizing and 
running the Aberdeen Central camps.
As a collegiate wrestler at Manchester 
College in North Manchester, Ind., 
Burkett earned two Mid-States Wrestling 
Conference Championships (2002 and 
2003), two NCAA Division III Academic 
All-American nods (2003 and 2004), and 
appeared in the 2003 NCAA Division III 
National Tournament. Burkett earned 
his bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education with a middle school social 
studies endorsement from Manchester 
College in 2005. He then went on to 
receive his master’s degree in health, 
physical education, and coaching from 
NSU in 2007, while serving as a graduate 
assistant coach.
Burkett assumed his duties immediately. 

All-American Breann 
Jackson finishes 
sixth from the NCAA 
championships
BREANN JACKSON of Northern State 
University track and field placed sixth 
in the NCAA Division II Track and Field 
Championships. Jackson earned herself 
All-American status with her finish after a 
stellar junior indoor season.
Jackson finished sixth in the preliminary 
round, giving her a spot in the finals. 
Her top throw of 18.34m (60’2”), landed 
Jackson in sixth place overall.
She finished the day with not only a 
top 10 national finish, but her first 
All-American honor. Jackson is the first 
women’s thrower since Yvonne Freese 
(2013) to earn the standing. 

BURKETT NAMED HEAD COACH 
OF NSU WRESTLING

Rocky Burkett was formally introduced as the sixth wrestling head coach in 
Northern State University history at a press conference on April 20 in the 

Royal Order of the Gyps Team Room in the Barnett Center. 

Joe Gomez earns All-
American status in day one 
of NCAA championships
NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 
grappler Joe Gomez earned All-American 
status in the first day of competition 
from the NCAA Division II Wrestling 
Championships.
Gomez began the two-day competition 
with a victory by fall over Chris Di Lorio of 
LIU Post. The pin came at the 5:56 mark. 
Joe then faced off against the returning 
national champion, Romero Cotton of 
Nebraska Kearney. The sophomore fell by 
a 3-7 decision in the match and was sent 
to the back end of the bracket.
Gomez bounced back with a 9-7 decision 
over Francisco Rentana of Colorado Mesa 
to secure his All-American standing. 
Gomez is NSU Wrestling’s first All-
American since National Champion and 
four-time All-American Matt Meuleners.

“I AM VERY EXCITED TO BE 
NAMED THE HEAD WRESTLING 
COACH AT NSU.” 

– Rocky Burkett
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STUDENTS 
made long-lasting 
memories, and they 
also developed 
an excitement for 
research.
“It’s cool when 
students are so excited 
to be developing and 
carrying out research,” 
said Dr. Alyssa 
Anderson, assistant 
professor of biology, 
who led the trip. 
Students need those 
research skills, she said 
– from the ability to 
think through the scientific process to the 
ability to write and convince others of the 
importance of their work.
“In order for students to be successful at 
biology, they need to have a well-grounded 
research experience as a component of 
their career,” Anderson said. 
Eight students went on the March 4-15 
Bahamas study abroad trip over spring 
break. It was the first of its kind at NSU 
in that it includes an entire four-credit 
course. Early in the semester, students 
developed their own research projects 
and put together proposals for what they 
would work on while in the Bahamas. 
While on San Salvador, the students (April 
Moeller, Cierra Martin, Kate Wollman, 
Lexy Teerink, Malerie Henschel, Misti 
Ward, Nathan Roberts and Samantha 
Bahr) carried out various projects. 
Those included analyzing diversity of 
invertebrate communities associated with 
mangrove forests, examining the impact of 
the invasive Australian Pine on dune plant 
diversity, exploring species associated with 
tide pool communities, recording reef fish 
diversity and behavior, and investigating 
night-active insect diversity and richness. 
Anderson and Janne Jockheck Holt led 
the trip to Gerace Research Centre, which 
was built as the laboratory component 
of Anderson’s Marine and Island Ecology 
course.

In addition to their research, the students 
also identified local flora and fauna that 
they learned about prior to the trip, 
and spent time exploring sandy beach 
communities, sea grass meadows, coral 
reef ecosystems, inland scrub forest 
habitats and local conservation issues. 
They also visited historical sites – notably, 
San Salvador Island is thought to be the 
location where Christopher Columbus first 
made landfall in the New World.
 Upon return, students analyzed data 
and presented findings at the NSU 
Undergraduate Research Forum on April 9.
Wollman, a sophomore from Pierre 
who is double majoring in biology and 
environmental science, said the whole trip 
was incredible. 
“I love to be outside, so this trip was 
perfect. I enjoyed the hiking and snorkeling 
every day,” Wollman said. “I learned 
different ways to conduct research by 
helping other students on the trip. I have 
never snorkeled before, so learning about 
all of the different marine organisms up 
close was awesome. Learning about the 
history of the island was so interesting.”
Wollman and her research partner studied 
the diversity of invertebrates in tide pools 
based on algae cover on San Salvador 
Island. 
She said she would definitely recommend 
this trip to others.

NORTHERN STATE 
UNIVERSITY STUDY ABROAD 

TRIP GETS STUDENTS 
EXCITED ABOUT RESEARCH 

This spring, a Northern State University group studied all aspects  
of aquatic life on San Salvador Island, Bahamas –  

from sea grass to snails to salt-tolerant trees.

OTHER RECENT 
HEADLINES 
 
NSU students honored for campus 
leadership, engagement 

Northern State University library director 
to speak at Frederick museum

NSU student’s paper takes first place at 
history conference 

Northern State University spring 
commencement set for Saturday

NSU students receive awards at 
University Center Rapid City 

Northern For Nepal Challenge: A 
message from the NSU International 
Student Club 

Sweet Jazz presented Tuesday in NSU 
Student Center 

Enrollment now open for Mandarin 
language course at NSU

Northern State University Spring Jazz 
Swing Dance will be May 1 at the Dakota 
Event Center

Open forums set with NSU provost 
candidates 

NSU concert to include debut of local 
teen’s work 

NSU students to offer joint recital

Reede to lead NSU Foundation Board 

Northern State University English 
department plans literary events

Northern State University’s Fouberg 
publishes two college-level textbooks

Memoir about North Korea chosen as 
2015 Common Read book at Northern 
State University

Winners chosen at NSU Undergraduate 
Research Forum

Student to Student Feature: Nathan 
Wilson

Northern State University student 
accepted into summer psychology 
program in Oklahoma

NSU bands to honor United States 
military at upcoming concert 

Northern State University Spring Choral 
Concert to feature spirituals, gospel 
music 

Northern State University students 
receive honors at singing competition

continued on page 9
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JOSHUA HINKEMEYER of Sisseton and 
Corey Klatt of Watertown took sixth place 
in junior parliamentary debate. 
No topics are known beforehand with 
parliamentary debate, so students need 
to be prepared to debate about current 
events, economics, political topics and 
philosophical topics, said Northern 
Director of Forensics Dr. Anthony Wachs.
“For this reason, parliamentary debate 
really showcases the quality of liberal arts 
education that students receive at NSU,” 
Wachs said.
Hinkemeyer also received an 
excellence award (top 20 percent) for 
his dramatic interpretation of a play, “The 
Pillowman,” by Martin McDonagh.
Six NSU students attended the tournament. 
Also competing were Julia Wold (prose 
and impromptu), Jordan Wold (broadcast 
journalism and impromptu), Joseph 
Kvale (parliamentary debate and 

impromptu) and 
Jefferson Gunderson 
(parliamentary 
debate).
Wachs said it has 
been a great year 
working with all of 
the students and 
watching them grow.
“This year’s success 
has really fired 
up several of the 
students to take their 
game to the next 
level,” Wachs said. 
“As an educator, the 
most rewarding part 
of hearing this is that 
it means that they are 
going to be even more 
attentive than usual 
in their courses.”

Northern State University Speech and Debate 
Team takes honors at national tournament 

The Northern State University Speech and Debate Team took honors at the 
Pi Kappa Delta national forensics tournament at Athens, Ohio.

NSU group travels to Florida  
for service learning trip

Students and staff from Northern State University spent  
their spring break helping others in Florida.

THE GROUP left Friday, March 6, and 
traveled to Orlando, where they worked 
with the Pet Alliance of Greater Orlando 
and Goodwill Industries of Central Florida.
The following students participated in the 
spring 2015 service learning trip:
• Shelby Bauer  
• Kirk Bender 
• Harrison Homelvig 

• Jessica McClain 
• Levi Seefeldt 
• Michael Schliewe
Supervising the group were NSU Director 
of Student Involvement and Leadership 
Clayton Kolb and Kramer Hall Director 
Jordan Palmer. On Feb. 16, the group 
volunteered for pre-service experience at 
the Aberdeen Humane Society.

Northern State University Theater to 
present ‘A Flea in Her Ear’ 

Northern State University art 
professor presents research in Boston 
area

President of Maryland School for the 
Blind to deliver NSU commencement 
address

Merriman honors thesis lecture-recital 
is at 3 p.m. April 15

Northern State University to host 
62nd annual math contest 

NSU Students To Have Music Recital

Sioux City student wins 2015 S.D. 
National Geographic State Bee

Northern State University professor 
publishes article on plant biology

Juried Student Exhibition is on 
display through March 27

Artist Renelle White Buffalo to display 
artwork at Northern State University 

Northern State University receives 
approval to launch Chinese Language 
and Culture Center

Northern State University jazz concert 
set for Thursday 

Chemistry professor publishes article 
in international journal

NSU recognized for online 
affordability

NSU hosts annual science and math 
fair 

NSU students to have senior recital 
March 22 

NSU music professor invited to 
present at international trumpet 
conference 

NSU’s Fogderud to present ‘Tales of 
Life and Love’ 

Enderby/Turbak/Smith/Zimmer art 
exhibit, reception planned 

NSU’s Bach’s Lunch is March 18 at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

NSU Residence Life holding Campus 
Safety Week 

Northern State University students 
conducting community research with 
Aberdeen Police Department

OTHER RECENT 
HEADLINES continued 

Joshua Hinkemeyer

Corey Klatt

“It was such an amazing experience,” 
she said. “Going to the Bahamas 
and conducting research is a unique 
opportunity that students from NSU do not 
get here in the Midwest.” 
Wollman said along with relating to 
biology, the timing of this trip was perfect 
for her. She hopes NSU is able to offer more 
study abroad trips over spring break.
Also while on San Salvador, Anderson 
was able to collect some samples of 
Chironomidae. These tiny aquatic flies are 

the focus of much of her own research. 
All of Northern’s science faculty members 
try to integrate students into research 
when they can, Anderson said. 
“If students are interested, we’re 
interested,” she said.
NSU has an enthusiastic group of faculty 
members who want to pass along that 
excitement for research onto students.
“If we can move our own research forward 
with students helping out, that’s a bonus.”

Northern State University study abroad trip gets students excited about research, 
continued from page 8
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South Dakota School of Mines & Technology

Legacy News 
June 2013 

Board of Regents SDSMT.EDU

SD Mines Teams Win Governor’s Giant 
Vision Business Plan Competition

South Dakota School of Mines & Technology faculty and students 
earned top honors in this year’s Governor’s Giant Vision Business 
Competition.  In the business division, Mines teams tied for first place 
and also took third place.  A Mines team also won the student division 
of the annual competition.

After a preliminary judging process that reduced the field of applicants 
to eight qualifying business and 10 qualifying student entries, the 
competition concluded with day-long judging activities April 15 at 
the Sanford Research Center in Sioux Falls.  The awards were presented 
as part of the Governor’s Office of Economic Development banquet 
with Governor Dennis Daugaard presenting the top prizes in both 
competitions. 

This is the third year in a row a Mines-affiliated start-up has won the 
senior division of the business competition. 

“South Dakota is a great place to start a business,” said Mines President 
Heather Wilson.  “The Governor’s Giant Vision Competition encourages 
student and faculty entrepreneurs to move their innovations from 
the lab bench to the marketplace. We’re very proud of these teams 
and look forward to their future success.”

Continued on page 3

Greg Graves, chairman and CEO of Burns & 
McDonnell and SD Mines alumnus,  
delivered the address at the university’s 171st 
commencement ceremony. 

Burns & McDonnell, headquartered in Kansas 
City, Mo., is one of the fastest growing and 
most successful engineering, architecture, 
construction, and environmental consulting 
firms in North America.

The ceremony was held May 9 at the Rushmore 
Plaza Civic Center Barnett Arena. Over 300 
Doctor of Philosophy, Master of Science and 
Bachelor of Science degrees were awarded. 

Graves joined Burns & McDonnell in 1980. 
After holding several positions of increasing 

Chairman and CEO of Burns & McDonnell 
Addresses Spring Graduates

responsibility with the firm, he was named 
general manager of Burns & McDonnell’s 
energy division in 1997. In 2001, he was 
promoted to president of the division, a 
position he held until being named the firm’s 
sixth CEO three years later. 

His entrepreneurial approach to achieving 
success for his clients and firm earned him 
recognition as 2014 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur 
of the Year in the central Midwest engineering 
category.  Graves was named CEO of the Year 
by the Mid-America Minority Business 
Development Council and the Difference 
Maker of the Year by the Urban League of 
Greater Kansas City. 

Photo, from left: Mines junior Conrad Farnsworth and Gov. Daugaard 
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“Our strengths in mining, extractive metallurgy and materials, energy 
and the environment complement ASU’s broad and deep research 
strength,” said Heather Wilson, president of South Dakota Mines. 
“There are things we can do together that neither of us can do alone.” 

SD Mines is a specialty engineering and science university located in 
the Rushmore Region of South Dakota. It offers 16 bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees. SD Mines is one of just five universities nationwide 
offering degrees in metallurgical engineering, mining engineering, 
geology and geological engineering, making its graduates and its 
research a valuable resource for mineral and energy industries.

SD Mines is surrounded by three of the richest energy regions in the 
United States: the Bakken, the Powder River Basin and the Denver 
Basin. In the past two years, SD Mines has added Ph.D.s in physics and 
civil engineering and an undergraduate minor in petroleum systems 
and has launched a Shale Research Initiative and an Energy Resources 
Initiative. With a 98 percent placement rate and an average starting 
salary of over $65,000 a year, SD Mines has been rated as the best 
return on investment for a public college education in America.

Hinricher Named Goldwater Scholar, Cancer Research Next
South Dakota Mines student Jesse Hinricher has been named a 
2015 Barry Goldwater Scholar. The chemical engineering and 
chemistry double major from Pipestone, Minn., was one of 260 
students nationwide selected from a pool of 1,206 to receive the 
prestigious award, which carries a maximum scholarship of $7,500 
for up to two years.

Hinricher, who will graduate in 2017, plans to pursue a Ph.D. in 
medicinal organic synthesis to research a pharmaceutical cure 
for diseases such as cancer and Alzheimers. The cause hits close 
to home.

“My best friend was diagnosed with cancer when he was 17. I 
watched as he underwent months of intensive treatment. Each 
seemingly barbaric surgery and chemotherapy session destroyed 
more of his resolve. His morale was a casualty in the fight for a 
cure – we can and must do better. I fully believe that there exists 
some combination of atoms, some molecular structure, that will 
kill cancer without also nearly killing the patient,” Hinricher said.

Aware of the wide variety of obstacles presented by a quest to 
cure cancer, Hinricher believes the best preparation comes from 
learning as much as possible. During his time at Mines, he’s shown 
an impressive versatility in his research. Last year, he was awarded 
a $10,700 stipend from the South Dakota Space Grant Consortium 
for a 16-week NASA internship at the Kennedy Space Center. 

“NASA’s next endeavor is to establish human colonies on other 
celestial bodies. Paramount to this enterprise, NASA must discover 
which, if any, useful resources are available by sending rovers to 
explore potential colonies. I had the privilege of contributing to 

Mines, ASU Pave Way for Future Research
The South Dakota School of Mines & Technology and Arizona State 
University (ASU) have entered into an agreement to promote 
cooperation on research and other joint projects.

A memorandum of agreement signed by the universities will encourage 
and promote cooperation in research, long distance learning, student 
success and other services particularly, though not exclusively, relating 
to sustainability, energy and natural resources. 

“We have complementary strengths and a similar set of values,” said 
Michael Crow, president of Arizona State University. “It makes sense 
for us to collaborate more closely.”

Under President Crow’s leadership, Arizona State University has 
developed a new model for the American research university, creating 
an institution that is committed to excellence, access and impact. 
ASU measures itself by those it includes, not by those it excludes. ASU 
pursues research that contributes to the public good, and ASU assumes 
major responsibility for the economic, social and cultural vitality of 
the communities that surround it. ASU educates more than 67,000 
undergraduates and more than 15,000 graduate students.

ASU has established more than a dozen new transdisciplinary schools 
and large-scale research initiatives such as the Biodesign Institute; 
the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability; incorporating 
the School of Sustainability; the Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College; 
and important initiatives in the humanities and social sciences. During 
President Crow’s tenure the university has tripled research expenditures 
and completed an unprecedented infrastructure expansion.

the pilot mission set to 
launch in 2018, which 
will determine the 
feasibility of using 
autonomous robots to 
search for, analyze and 
harvest resources.”

During his semester-
l o n g  i n t e r n s h i p , 
Hinricher focused on 
lunar  excavat ion, 
integrating a sample 

delivery system into the framework of analytical instruments that 
will be used to determine the quality of lunar soil at the dig site. 

Since these instruments analyze water vapor and other gas samples, 
it’s essential that temperature be controlled. To that end, Hinricher 
designed and performed tests on resistive temperature detectors 
to determine the most accurate, lightweight options for the task.

On campus, Hinricher is involved in the American Chemical Society, 
Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity – Beta Phi Chapter, American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers and Students for the Exploration and 
Development of Space. 

“Jesse is a great student, and I’m very pleased that he has earned 
this honor,” said Heather Wilson, SD Mines president. “The best 
students at Mines can compete with the best students anywhere, 
and it’s good to see more of our exceptional students applying for 
scholarships like the Goldwater, Mitchell, Udall and Rhodes.” 

ATTACHMENT I   21



3

Former TCU Engineering Dean 
Demitris Kouris New Provost

South Dakota Mines President Heather 
Wilson announced the university’s next 
provost and vice president for academic 
affairs will be Demitris Kouris, Ph.D., 
former engineering dean at Texas 
Christian University. 

He will succeed Richard Sinden, Ph.D., 
who has served as interim provost since 
Duane Hrncir, Ph.D., retired in September.

Kouris joins Mines from Texas Christian 
University where he has been a member 
of the faculty of the Departments of Engineering and Physics and 
served as dean of the College of Science and Engineering. 

“Dr. Kouris will be a good fit for Mines and will make us an even 
greater team,” said Wilson. “He has had a successful career educating 
engineers at Arizona State, the University of Wyoming and Texas 
Christian University. He has also been deeply involved in stewarding 
research, including a stint at the National Science Foundation as a 
program manager.”  

“I am grateful for the opportunity to join the Mines family and a 
university where synergy between science, engineering and the 
humanities provides the young Hardrockers with a complete 
education, an invaluable asset in today’s rapidly evolving world. 
Dr. Wilson has assembled an exceptional leadership team in a short 
time, and I am honored to become its latest member,” Kouris said.

During his time at TCU, Kouris championed the student-scholar 
model, a concept that emphasizes preparation for life-long learning, 
and a broad and deep education including in disciplines other than 
one’s own. At TCU he led the creation of the “TCU Idea Factory,” 
which has become a catalyst for a number of unique educational 
experiences in entrepreneurship and innovation. 

Before joining TCU, Kouris served as program director of the Nano 
and Biomechanics Program at the National Science Foundation 
(NSF). Working for NSF provided him with a valuable experience 
relative to the research funding structure of the federal government.

Kouris served as head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering 
at the University of Wyoming from 2001 to 2009 and as a faculty 
member with the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering at Arizona State University from 1987 until 2001. While 
at the University of Wyoming, he established an undergraduate 
international option in mechanical engineering and is a strong 
advocate for programs that promote international experience for 
students.

He was born and raised in Athens, Greece. He received his diploma 
in civil engineering from the National Technical University of Athens 
in 1982. After a brief period working for his father’s construction 
company, he left for further studies in the United States where he 
received a M.S. degree in civil engineering from the Illinois Institute 
of Technology in 1984, and a Ph.D. in theoretical and applied 
mechanics from Northwestern University in 1987. He is a fellow of 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

He has been married for almost 25 years to Terry Kouris, a native 
of Ashley, Penn. They have two sons, Thanasis and John, who are 
students at Rice and TCU, respectively.

BUSINESS DIVISION
Run by Rob Hrabe, president, and Christian Widener, chief 
technology officer, VRC Metal Systems tied for first place in the 
business competition, taking home a $15,000 prize. Widener is 
an associate professor in mechanical engineering and materials 
and metallurgical engineering and the director of the Arbegast 
Materials Processing and Joining Laboratory at Mines.

VRC Metal Systems is a 2012 startup that emerged out of research 
at Mines’ Army Research Laboratory and Repair, Refurbish and 
Return to Service (R3S) Center. The company specializes in making 
turnkey systems for cold spray and additive manufacturing 
through an advanced materials process technology it developed.

The company’s technologies have applications in aerospace, 
defense, heavy industrial, oil and gas, biomedical, electronics, 
consumer products, and repair and refurbishment of high-value 
components. VRC is building on the more than $7.5 million spent 
to develop the technology at South Dakota Mines, has exclusively 
licensed three cold spray-related patents and is the only domestic 
manufacturer of high-pressure cold spray equipment. With only 
three major competitors worldwide, VRC is well positioned to 
successfully lead the global cold spray market.

Last year, Mines faculty members Todd Menkhaus and Hao Fong 
and entrepreneur Craig Arnold of Nanofiber Separations came 
in first in the business competition, and the year before alumnus 
Mat Peabody’s CalxAqua took home the prize.

Third place in the business division and a $5,000 prize was 
awarded to Module Innovations, founded by Mines graduate 
student Vivek Agarwal, materials engineering and science master’s 
candidate, and Sachin Dubey.

With prototypes currently in testing, Module Innovations is set 
to hit the $221 billion food processing industry with its product 
BactisenseTM, a color changing strip that detects harmful bacteria, 
like E. coli, in food and water within minutes.

Food pathogens cause 48 million illnesses in the U.S. alone. The 
global numbers are even more staggering, impacting individuals 
and food companies alike. While current bacteria detection 
methods are slow, expensive and instrument-dependent, 
BactisenseTM requires no lab or instrumentation. The convenient, 
easy-to-use strip could be used by a layman, promising to save 
millions of dollars for food companies. 

STUDENT DIVISION TOP HONORS
The first-place, $5,000 winner in the student division was 
Farnsworth Downs Technology, cofounded by Conrad Farnsworth, 
a junior electrical engineering major at SD Mines from Newcastle, 
Wyo., and Siouxsie Downs, a nuclear engineering major at Iowa 
State University. 

Farnsworth Downs Technology has designed small-scale liquid 
fluoride thorium molten salt reactors. These small, portable, 
modular and rugged power generators can be used in everything 
from water desalination to setting up emergency power in the 
event of a disaster or grid failure. These reactors will drastically 
reduce the cost of power and water purification while reducing 
nuclear waste stockpiles, which it would use as fuel.

Continued from page 1, Giant Vision
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Mines to Research for Rapid City
The City of Rapid City and South Dakota School of Mines & Technology 
have entered into a five-year agreement for Mines students to provide 
expertise on projects requiring scientific research for the City.

City and Mines officials indicate the agreement is a win-win situation 
for both entities. It will provide excellent research and training 
opportunities for graduate and upper-level undergraduate students 
at South Dakota Mines and will assist the City on projects requiring 
expertise and research in the areas of civil, environmental and 
sustainable engineering.

“This agreement will allow the City to obtain needed research on 
various projects and provide a great opportunity for Mines students 
to obtain important training and utilize their skills with impacts on 
real-world projects,” said Rapid City Public Works Director Terry 
Wolterstorff.

South Dakota Mines President Heather Wilson and Wolterstorff signed 
the agreement in April. Wilson states the agreement will provide 
Mines students with great educational research opportunities while 
benefitting the City with its projects.

International Salt Conference 
Hosted on Mines Campus

The “Mechanical Behavior of Salt 
VIII” conference (Salt Mech 8) was 
held May 26-28 on the South 
Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology campus. Nearly 100 
university faculty members, 
industry and government 
laboratory workers from all over 
the world attended.

The conference continued a 
tradition started in 1981 at 
Pennsylvania State University, 

bringing together the expertise of engineers and scientists involved 
in the study of the constitutive thermomechanical behavior of salt 
while providing an opportunity to review recent developments in a 
rapidly expanding field of interest. 

Some of the topics explored during the conference included research 
and management of underground structures in salt formations; 
applications of salt mechanics in mines and caverns for hydrocarbon 
storage, radioactive waste disposal, and toxic waste disposal; and 
creep, damage, thermal-hydrological-mechanical-chemical coupled 
effects.

South Dakota Mines was chosen to host this year’s conference three 
years ago when the 2012 event was held in Paris, France. “We are 
honored to host such an international conference and equally excited 
about the exposure our university will receive,” said Lance Roberts, 
Ph.D., head of the Department of Mining Engineering & Management. 

The three-day conference included keynote addresses by Frank 
Hansen, senior scientist at Sandia National Laboratories; Leo 
VanSambeek, vice president and principal consultant at RESPEC 
Consulting & Services in Rapid City; Mike Headley, laboratory director 
at Sanford Underground Research Facility in Lead; and Heather Wilson, 
South Dakota School of Mines president.

For more information, please visit: http://www.sdsmt.edu/SaltMech8/

Students Place in Putnam 
Competition alongside MIT, 

Harvard
Mines students placed in this year’s prestigious William Lowell 
Putnam Mathematics Competition that draws 4,320 students from 
577 colleges and universities across the United States and Canada 
– nearly half of whom fail to complete a single problem. 

“This is the best team ranking we have had since I came here in 
1999. All six students scored at least one point, which is impressive 
considering that over 42 percent of all contestants fail to score 
any points at all,” said Kyle Riley, Ph.D., head and associate professor, 
Department of Mathematics & Computer Science.

The Mines team, drawn from the top three scoring students, ranked 
136th overall, joining an elite circle of only 150 ranking teams out 
of the 431 participating, including winning teams from MIT, Harvard 
and Carnegie Mellon University.

Team members were: 

Senior computer science and physics major Daniel Nix, Sioux 
Falls, who ranked in the top 22.7 percent with a score of 18

Senior applied and computational mathematics major Noah 
Brubaker, Rapid City, who ranked in the top 31.5 percent with 
a score of 11

Senior computer science and applied and computational 
mathematics major Caitlin Taggart, Glendive, Mont., who 
ranked in the 50th percentile with a score of 2. 

Other Mines participants were senior applied and computational 
mathematics major Matthew Dyke, Hartford, and senior applied 
and computational mathematics and industrial engineering and 
engineering management double major Royce Havelka, Dickinson, 
N.D., who both ranked between the 50th and 60th percentiles 
with scores of 2 and 1, respectively.

Patrick Fleming, Ph.D., assistant professor, Department of 
Mathematics & Computer Science, coached this year’s team.

“Our agreement with the city will allow students to work on real-world 
civil engineering projects important to the city,” President Wilson said. 
“We expect our students to serve the community in which we live, 
and this is just one more element of service.” 

Rapid City Mayor Sam Kooiker also praised the agreement.

“This agreement emphasizes a continued strong partnership between 
the City and South Dakota School of Mines & Technology, enabling 
Mines students to train and provide important research work and 
assist on projects important to the City and its citizens,” Kooiker said.

Once the projects requiring research work have been identified, Mines 
faculty will provide a work plan and budget and will advise students 
throughout the process. Each project will be presented and negotiated 
by the public works director on a per project basis and once approved, 
South Dakota Mines vice president for research will authorize each 
contracted project.

Oversight of the work at South Dakota Mines will be provided by 
Jennifer Benning, Ph.D., and Scott Kenner, Ph.D.
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Rust Named Udall Scholar, Plans to Pursue 
Tribal Land Sustainability

South Dakota School of Mines & Technology junior Tyler Rust from 
Rapid City has been awarded the $5,000 Udall Scholarship, one of 
five prestigious, national scholarships established by the U.S. Congress. 
Rust is the second SD Mines student to ever win the scholarship. 

The $5,000 scholarship comes with a four-day orientation in Tucson, 
Ariz., where Rust will meet with other scholars from across the country, 
elected officials and environmental and tribal leaders.

A geology major and geospatial technology minor, Rust chose his 
field of study to protect and develop tribal public policies with an eye 
to environmental concerns, sustainability and stewardship of land. 

“Because tribal public policy is heavily dependent upon maintaining 
tribal lands, a solid background in earth sciences will help me not 
only to understand tribal environmental issues but also to help solve 
them,” he said.

“The best students at Mines can compete with the best students 
anywhere,” said Heather Wilson, president of the School of Mines. “We 
are very proud of Tyler, and I know this scholarship will help enable 
his continued development as a leader.”

Rust serves as vice president of the Norbeck Society and president 
of Norbeck Uni and is also involved in Student Association Senate, 

Society of Economic Geologists 
and Tech Geological Association. 
He has presented at the American 
Indian Science & Engineering 
Society (AISES)  national 
conference and served as an AISES 
travel scholar in New Mexico.

A National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Tiospaye Scholar and All 
Nations AMP Scholar, Rust also 
pursues research in geology, water 
resources, sustainable housing, 
solar energy and archaeology as 
part of the NSF Pre-Engineering 
Education Collaborative Program 
in partnership with Oglala Lakota 
College. In collaboration with other Mines students, Rust helped build 
a greenhouse on the Pine Ridge Reservation, bringing fresh produce 
to a U.S. Department of Agriculture-declared food desert.

Mines student Vaughn Vargas, last year’s Udall Scholar, has been 
named as an alternate this year, which is a first for SD Mines.

Two new antenna 
prototypes are the first 
to be developed using a 
special class of thin film 
material which allows 
them to alter their shape 
using temperature and 
radiate at varying 
frequencies within the 
popular GHz range. A 
single reconfigurable 
antenna could replace 
two or more traditional 
antennas, including 
those in cell phones, Wi-Fi 
and military devices.

The revolutionary new antennas developed at the South Dakota 
School of Mines & Technology, in collaboration with Michigan State 
University, were documented in the IEEE Antennas and Wireless 
Propagation Letters in February. They are made by integrating vanadium 
dioxide thin films, a type of “phase-change” material, meaning it is an 
insulator at room temperature and becomes metal when heated 
above 68 degrees Celsius. The heating-cooling cycle is repeatable 
and the phase-change is reversible.

Principal investigator and renowned expert Dimitris Anagnostou, 
Ph.D., of the South Dakota School of Mines & Technology, led the 
National Science Foundation-funded research with his graduate 
student Tarron Teeslink, collaborating with Nelson Sepulveda, Ph.D., 
and his student from Michigan State University.

Anagnostou, associate professor in the Department of Electrical & 
Computer Engineering, has been working on reconfigurable and 
tunable antennas for the past 15 years. Common methods to date 
have resulted in non-linearities, high losses, expensive fabrication 
equipment and often complicated biasing mechanisms.

His exploration of vanadium dioxide has shown the material can be 
used in linear devices, has minimal losses and can be activated using 
a variety of heat transfer methods. Linear devices for radio-frequency 
communications applications involve usually passive components 
such as antennas and (microwave) filters, as well as resistors, capacitors 
and inductors.

Often antennas are tuned or reconfigured using non-linear components, 
but these distort the electrical signals, especially over a wide range 
of frequencies. Vanadium dioxide is a linear material, meaning it 
affects all radio frequencies by the same amount causing no distortion, 
and is therefore suitable for narrowband and wideband tuning.

This is the only known success achieving reconfigurability by altering 
the antenna’s geometry with the special class of material. Several 
other universities are currently working in the area, indicating the 
strong scientific interest in this area. 

“The novelty lies in obtaining the know-how of the integration and 
application of the material in antennas in the GHz range. There are 
still many things to learn. These prototype antennas prove that the 
material is capable for use and should be further investigated,” 
Anagnostou said, adding the material can find application in general 
antenna and microwave component design but ultimately has the 
potential for many military uses. “Our ongoing experiments in using 
the material for cloaking and thermal camouflage are also very 
encouraging,” Anagnostou said.

Mines’ Antennas First to Use Phase-Changing 
Material to Alter Shapes, Frequencies
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School of Mines indoor track 
scholar-athletes Tyler Nack and 
Nick Alberts have been voted to 
the 2015 Rocky Mountain Athletic 
Conference All-Academic First 
Team for the indoor track and field 
season while f ive other 
Hardrockers earned RMAC Honor 
Roll recognition.

To qualify for Academic All-RMAC, 
scholar-athletes must have a GPA 
of 3.30 or better, be a starter or 
reserve and have completed two 
consecutive semesters or three 
quarters at their institution. 

Nack, a senior distance runner 
majoring in mechanical enginee-
ring from Sioux Falls; and Alberts, 
a junior sprints runner majoring 
in electrical engineering from 
Langfor, had the highest GPAs of 
all RMAC athletes who qualified 
for this honor. Nack has a 4.0 GPA, 
and Alberts has a 3.97 GPA.

The Hardrocker scholar-athletes 
and the GPAs of students who 
made the RMAC Honor Roll 
include: Riley Hoseman (3.8), a 
junior pole vaulter, electrical 
engineering, Brandon; Davis 
Mathieu (3.45) a distance runner, 
applied biology, Spokane, Wash.; 
Therese Frels (3.88) a sophomore 
distance runner, physics, Guthrie 
Center, Iowa; Tasha Timm (3.85) a 
sophomore thrower, mechanical 
engineering, Grover, Colo.; and 
Jessica Tisdale (3.85) a sophomore 
high jumper, civil engineering, 
New Underwood.

“We are very proud of Tyler and 
Nick, as well as Therese, Jessica, 
Tasha, Riley and Davis. Mines’ 
curriculum is rigorous, and the 
level of dedication to both 
academic and athletic pursuits by 
these scholar-athletes is 
exceptional,” said Heather Wilson, 
president of South Dakota Mines.

“Nack and Alberts have been a 
huge part of the success of our 
program. For them to have the 
highest GPAs in the RMAC shows 
the caliber of scholar-athlete at 
our institution,” said Hardrocker 
track and field head coach Jerry 
Schafer. 

Scholar-Athletes Earn RMAC 
All-Academic Honors

The School of Mines hosted the first 
“Conference on Science at the Sanford 
Underground Research Facility” to 
address scientific research related to 
the laboratory in nearby Lead, S.D. 

South Dakota Mines scientists are 
involved in five high-level research 
projects being conducted or planned 
a mile underground at the Sanford 
laboratory, which could lead to a better 
understanding of the origins and 
make-up of the universe. Among 
collaborations are the next-generation 
search for dark matter, cutting-edge 
research in neutrino and particle 
physics, radon-mitigation efforts, 
astrophysics-based research on solar 
neutrino sources, and copper 
electroforming. 

Physicists, chemists and other scientists 
from national and international 
laboratories and research universities 
attended the May 18-20 conference 
held on the South Dakota Mines 
campus in Rapid City, located about 
one hour from the Sanford lab.

Nigel Lockyer, director of the Fermi 
National Accelerator Laboratory in 
Batavia, Ill., was keynote speaker at the 
May 19 banquet. Lockyer has led 
America’s premier laboratory for 
particle physics research since 
September 2013, where he is driving 
the development of an international 
flagship program in neutrino science 
with particle accelerators. Previously, 
he was director at TRIUMF, Canada’s 
national laboratory for particle and 
nuclear physics. He will speak about 
the “Challenges of Being the First to 
Host an International Science Facility 
on U.S. Soil.”

“The experiments coming to the 
Sanford Underground Research Facility 

International ‘Conference on 
Science at the Sanford Underground 
Research Facility’ Hosted on Campus

over the next five years are path breaking,” 
said Heather Wilson, South Dakota Mines 
president. “We want to open the 
opportunity for faculty and students from 
South Dakota and the upper Midwest to 
participate in the scientific work that will 
be undertaken here.”

Among subjects discussed at the 
conference: Neutrino Physics, Nuclear 
Astrophysics, Dark Matter, Neutrinoless 
Double Beta Decay, Materials Science for 
Nuclear and Particle Physics, Astrobiology 
and Life in Extreme Environments, Proton 
Decay and Geology. A trip to the Sanford 
laboratory is also planned. 

At the Sanford laboratory, scientists from 
around the world collaborate on ultra-
sensitive underground experiments, 
including the search for dark matter with 
the Large Underground Xenon (LUX) 
project, and other work in physics, 
chemistry, geology, biology, astrophysics 
and engineering. Planned experiments 
at the laboratory include the next 
generation of LUX-LZ and the Deep 
Underground Neutrino Experiment 
(DUNE) focusing on oscillating neutrinos. 
The ongoing MAJORANA DEMONSTRATOR 
is searching for neutrinoless double-beta 
decay, which could explain the origins of 
matter. SD Mines scientists are involved 
in all of these projects and are also 
principal investigators in the Compact 
Accelerator System Performing 
Astrophysical Research (CASPAR) project 
to be conducted there.

The U.S. Department of Energy Office of 
High Energy Physics recently awarded a 
$1.1 million grant to SD Mines’ newly 
formed physics research group for 
underground experiments. Four new 
faculty researchers have been added 
within the past 18 months to support the 
university’s new Ph.D. program in physics.

Tyler Nack

Riley Hosman

Davis Mathieu

Therese Frels

Tasha Timm

Jessica Tisdale

Nick Alberts
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Mines Places 15th in North 
America Programming Contest

Beating MIT, Cornell and Stanford, the South Dakota School of 
Mines & Technology placed 15th out of more than 100 teams in 
the open division at the North America Invitational Programming 
Contest.

Organized by the University of Chicago, the invitational contest 
prepares teams for competition in the International Collegiate 
Programming Contest World Finals, known as the Olympics of 
computer science, to be held in Morocco this May.

SD Mines’ top-scoring team’s performance in the national contest 
would have placed them at 22nd in the international division, 
Kyle Riley, head and associate professor, Department of 
Mathematics & Computer Science, said.

The other two Mines teams that competed placed 43rd and 55th 
place, respectively. Larry Pyeatt, Ph.D., associate professor, and 
Roger Schrader, lecturer, Department of Mathematics & Computer 
Science, coached the teams for the competition.

Team members are:

Red Team, 15th place, all senior computer science majors: 
Rachel Krohn, Littleton, Colo., Dan Andrus, Spearfish, and 
Jaysen Spurlock, Gillette, Wyo.

Green Team, 43rd place, all freshmen: Tom Lippincott, 
computer science major from Rapid City, Andrew Stelter 
computer science major from Mankato, Minn., and Ryan 
Hinrichs, physics major from Blunt.

White Team, 55th place: John Brink, senior computer science 
major from Saint Paul, Minn., Bryon Glass, sophomore, 
computer science and applied and computational 
mathematics major from College Park, Md., and Allison Bodvig, 
computer science and applied and computational 
mathematics major from Bismarck, N.D.

The South Dakota School of Mines is slated to host the International 
Collegiate Programming Contest World Finals in 2018.

South Dakota School 
of Mines & Technology 
senior and Hardrocker 
football l ineman 
Samuel Cowan has 
been named to the 
2 0 1 5  N a t i o n a l 
Football Foundation 
(NFF) Hampshire 
Honor Society, which 
is comprised of 
col lege footbal l 
players from all 
divisions of play who 
m a i n t a i n e d  a 
cumulative 3.2 grade-point average (GPA) or better throughout their 
college career. 

“Sam Cowan is a great student and a very hard working athlete,” said 
Heather Wilson, president of the School of Mines.

Cowan is a 6-foot-5-inch, 308 pound offensive lineman from Ashland 
Ore., majoring in mechanical engineering. Along with Cowan, a total 
of 816 players from 278 schools qualified for membership in the 
society’s ninth year, setting a new record for the number of schools 
represented in the history of the program, which began in 2007. 

“Sam exemplifies what a scholar-athlete is here at SD Mines,” said 
Hardrocker football Head Coach Stacy Collins. “He is a leader in the 
community, classroom and football field. We’re extremely excited for 
Sam, and he is very deserving of this recognition.”

The National Football Foundation Hampshire Honor Society capitalizes 
on the NFF’s National Scholar-Athlete program by greatly expanding 
the number of scholar-athletes the NFF can recognize each year. The 
program further strengthens the organization’s leadership role in 
encouraging academic performance by the student-athletes who 
play football at the 772 colleges and universities with football programs 
nationwide. The 278 schools represented in 2015 is a new high water 
mark, eclipsing the 267 schools in 2014. The total of 817 players in 
the 2015 class is the second-most in the program’s history, only 21 
behind the 838 honored last year.

Qualifications for membership in the NFF Hampshire Honor Society 
include: being a starter or a significant contributor in one’s last year 
of eligibility (or a senior who has declared for the NFL Draft)  at an 
NCAA Football Bowl Subdivision, Football Championship Subdivision, 
Division II, Division III or an NAIA college or university; achieving a 3.2 
cumulative GPA throughout the entire course of undergraduate study; 
and meeting all NCAA/NAIA-mandated progress towards degree 
requirements.

The Hampshire Honor Society represents a powerful component in 
the organization’s rich history as an innovator in promoting the 
scholar-athlete ideal, which began in 1959 with the NFF National 
Scholar-Athlete Awards. Since its inception, the NFF National Scholar-
Athlete Awards program has awarded $10.7 million to 804 top scholars 
and community leaders.

Hardrocker Sam Cowan 
Named to NFF Hampshire 

Honor Society

A ribbon-cutting was hosted to celebrate renovations to the freshman 
Civil & Environmental Engineering Laboratory funded in part by a 
$50,000 gift from Banner Associates over a five-year period.  President 
Heather Wilson, right, attended the ribbon-cutting, along with 
freshmen CEE students, and alumni representatives from Banner.

Banner Pledges $50K to CEE
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Graduate students studying nanoscience and nanoengineering 
showcased their work at the 2015 Nano Expo.

The seventh annual event showed how small-scale technology is 
making a big impact. Among research presented was several nano-bio 
related projects, the result of the newly established statewide BioSNTR 
consortium, as well as the use of nano technology in energy applications 
and foams for structural insulation applications.

South Dakota Mines’ nanoscience and nanoengineering Ph.D. program 
is an interdisciplinary doctoral program focusing on the science and 
engineering of nanomaterials. The goal is to manipulate matter at 
the atomic and nano length scales where new materials and phenomena 
have been discovered.

The university’s program offers a research-intensive degree, with 
faculty and students from chemistry, physics, chemical, electrical, 
materials and metallurgical and mechanical engineering participating.

South Dakota Mines is one of the institutions participating in the new 
Bio-chemical Spatio-temporal NeTwork Resource (BioSNTR), whose 
mission is to create the tools and expertise needed to catalyze 
innovation and discovery in bio-science and bio-technology.

Nano Expo Highlights Small-Scale 
Technology

Golfers Allen, Hoolehan Earn 
Academic All-RMAC Honors

School of Mines students 
Shelby Allen and Walker 
Hoolehan have been 
named to the Academic 
All-Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference Golf 
Honor Roll. 

Allen, a junior, is an 
atmospheric science and 
geological engineering 
major from McCook, Neb., while Hoolehan, a sophomore, is a chemistry 
and applied biological sciences major from Pendleton, Ore. Both 
played big roles for the Hardrockers during the men’s and women’s 
golfing seasons.

“I am pleased to see our scholar athletes gain this type of recognition 
from the RMAC,” said Hardrocker Athletic Director Joel Lueken. “It’s 
challenging to maintain a high level of competitiveness and excel in 
academics at the collegiate level. Shelby and Walker have achieved 
both, and it’s great they are being recognized for that.”

To qualify for Academic All-RMAC, student-athletes must have a GPA 
of 3.30 or better, be a starter or reserve and have completed two 
consecutive semesters or three quarters at their current institution. 
The student-athlete’s cumulative GPA is what they had earned prior 
to the start of golf season. RMAC sports information directors at 
schools which sponsor the sport of men’s golf selected the first team.

“It was great to compete in the RMAC this year,” said Hardrocker men’s 
golf coach Kirk Allison. “Walker had a great year. He competed hard 
and kept up his grades in the classroom.”

“Shelby is a true competitor and she is very deserving of this honor,” 
said Hardrocker women’s golf head coach Cody Peterson. 

The Hardrocker golf teams just completed their first year as members 
of the RMAC.

Shelby Allen Walker Hoolehan

Seven South Dakota School of 
Mines & Technology students were 
initiated into the Order of Omega 
national Greek honor society.

Order of Omega has over 500 
chapters throughout North 
America and recognizes juniors 
and seniors who have exemplified 
high standards in the areas of 
s c h o l a r s h i p,  l e a d e r s h i p, 
involvement within their 
respective Greek organizations, 
their university campuses and their 
local community. The Xi Tau 
Chapter was established at SD 
Mines on March 1, 1995. 

Mines Students Initiated into  
Order of Omega Honor Society

Margaret Braasch-Turi,  
Alpha Chi Sigma 
Major: Chemistry 
Hometown: Owatonna, Minn.

Morgan Ekmark,  
Alpha Delta Pi 
Major: Geology 
Hometown: Angora, Minn.

Alexis Kruse,  
Alpha Delta Pi 
Major: Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Hometown: Rapid City, S.D.

Jeremy Adams,  
Delta Sigma Phi 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Sundance, Wyo.

Ryan Quasney, Theta Tau 
Major: Computer Science 
Hometown: Mitchell, S.D.

Dustin Dunn,  
Triangle Fraternity 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Meridian, Idaho

Paul Jewell,  
Triangle Fraternity 
Major: Mining Engineering & 
Management 
Hometown: Stillwater, Minn.
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About Legacy News
Legacy News is produced by the Office of University Relations the 
first Wednesday of each month. The newsletter is a compilation of 
news releases, photos and Web articles.

To submit news or story ideas or to subscribe to the email distribution 
list, please contact Fran LeFort, communications manager,  at 
605.394.6082 or at  fran.lefort@sdsmt.edu. For more Mines news, 
visit news.sdsmt.edu

Mines senior David LaPorte has been 
awarded the $10,000 Tau Beta Pi fellowship, 
given to a select group nationwide to 
finance a year of graduate study.

A geological engineering major with a 
minor in geospatial technology, LaPorte, 
of Elizabethton, Tenn., will graduate May 
9 with a 4.0 GPA.  

His collegiate career has taken him to 
Nebraska for a six-month co-op with a 

geotechnical consulting company and to Paris, France, for a semester 
abroad. Acting as president of the Tech Geological Association, 
LaPorte also served as Student Association Senate vice president.

“I hope to incorporate a humanitarian aspect into my project, serving 
disadvantaged populations living on hazardous slopes in Latin 
American cities. Applying my engineering skills to serve humanity 
in the developing world is my ultimate career goal,” LaPorte said.

Last summer LaPorte traveled to Bolivia to design a water treatment 
system for a rural university. He will return this summer to continue 
the project and map local watersheds. 

LaPorte plans to pursue a master’s degree in geological engineering 
from the Colorado School of Mines.

The School of Mines has established the 
Hardrocker Heritage Award to offer in-state 
tuition and fees to highly qualified, first-time, 
full-time nonresident freshmen who have at 
least one parent or legal guardian who earned 
a degree from SD Mines.

Designed to attract exceptional students to 
South Dakota in areas of critical need, this 
award recognizes that children of alumni have 
a stronger connection to the region and are 
a priority for the state to support.

“South Dakota needs more well-prepared 
engineers and scientists,” said Heather Wilson, 
president of SD Mines. “We are encouraging 
students to come back to South Dakota who 
have a connection to South Dakota.”

Now, with the Hardrocker Heritage Award, 
equivalent to approximately $3,000 a year for 

SD Mines Establishes Hardrocker Heritage Award

Mikkella Reese, an outside hitter with the 
South Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology women’s volleyball team, has 
been selected for the 2015 NCAA Student-
Athlete Leadership Forum.

The sophomore chemical engineering 
major from Casa Grande, Ariz., was 
selected from about 300 student-athletes 
throughout college programs nationwide 
to participate in the forum.

Reese was nominated by the Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference (RMAC). 
The NCAA Student-Athlete Leadership Forum is a unique educational 
opportunity, with participants selected based on their diverse 
experiences and positive influences on their campus and within the 
community.

Reese has been a vital part of the Hardrocker volleyball program for 
the past two years, starting in every match, and is considered a model 
leader and teammate. She has completed over 75 community service 
hours so far in 2015 and has volunteered her time weekly with the 
athletic training staff at home Hardrocker football and men’s/women’s 
basketball games, as well as in the athletic training room. She is a 
two-year member of South Dakota Mines’ Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee.

“It is an honor to be one of the first student athletes to represent the 
South Dakota School of Mines and the RMAC conference at the national 
level at the 2015 NCAA Student-Athlete Leadership Forum,” Reese 
said. 

“One of the most important goals here at SD Mines is to create leaders 
in science and engineering. Mikkella is a true leader in the classroom 
and on the volleyball court. We are very proud of her accomplishments 
and honored that she has been given this opportunity by the RMAC 
and the NCAA,” said Joel Lueken, SD Mines athletic director.

Hardrocker Volleyball Player Selected 
for NCAA Leadership Forum

4.0 GPA Mines Student Awarded $10K 
Tau Beta Pi Fellowship

the average student in 2014-15, nonresident 
students with a connection to South Dakota 
have even greater incentive to attend the 
university. 

The tuition reduction can be retained for up 
to four years of education, excluding approved 
education absences, such as co-ops and study 
abroad. Recipients must maintain a GPA of 3.0 
or higher at the end of each academic year, 
including any summer courses, as well as 
complete a minimum of 24 credits annually. 
Currently enrolled students will not be eligible 
for the program.

For more information, visit:  
sdsmt.edu/HardrockerHeritage
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South Dakota Public Higher 
Education System Executive Director 
and Chief Executive Officer Jack 
Warner gave both undergraduate and 
graduate commencement adresses, 
titled “Using the Power of the Mind to 
Create a Life.” 

Larry Holler, president of 
the faculty senate, presented the 
undergraduate class, and Kinchel 
Doerner, dean of the graduate school, 
presented the graduate class.

The university live streamed the 
ceremonies to extend the experience 
to friends and family of graduates who 
were not able to attend. 

At its peak, 133 users viewed the 
undergraduate ceremony. The viewers 

were from 24 states and 23 nations. 
While 30 percent of the viewers 
used a mobile device, the average 
viewing session was 30 minutes. For 
the graduate ceremony, viewers were 
located in 26 states and 17 nations.

On the day of the ceremonies, the 
Web page—graduation.sdstate.edu—
was accessed nearly 2,000 times from 
about 43 states and 32 nations. 

As part of the live streaming, 
State created the #sdstate15 hashtag 
on Twitter and Instagram to allow 
graduates to share their experience with 
friends and family.

Interested parties can re-watch 
both ceremonies and view the photos by 
visiting http://graduation.sdstate.edu.

Undergraduate and graduate commencement ceremonies 
took place May 9. Four hundred graduate and professional 
degree students and 1,900 undergraduate students were 
honored. President David Chicoine gave the introductions.

Commencement honors nearly 2,300 students
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the information, and we’ll consider it for publication in an 
upcoming issue.

IMPACTArts IMPACTArts

When Samantha Berry began 
working at the South Dakota Art 
Museum four years ago, she never 
imagined she would have the 
opportunity to curate an exhibit on 
her own. 

However, Berry did just that when 
“No Holds Barred: the Experiments 
of William Weege” opened March 
3. A history and French major from 
Coon Rapids, 
Minnesota, 
Berry spent 
two years 
researching 
and curating 
the exhibit.

Berry’s 
first work at 
the art museum 
was with the 
Cockerline collection. In 2012, Neil 
C. Cockerline donated more than 500 
original prints from the 1960s, ’70s 
and ’80s to the art museum. Berry 
assisted in researching the more 
than 100 artists represented in the 
collection and also helped 
with conservation efforts. 

“After speaking with 
Neil Cockerline, he’s so 
passionate about art and 
what he’s collected, it’s hard 
not to feel that same passion 
for the collection,” said 
Berry.

It was Cockerline who 
suggested Berry be given the 
chance to curate an exhibit, 
as he was impressed with the 
work she had done with his 
collection.

“Sam is an exceptional 
student and, during her 
four years with us, she has 
learned the inner workings 
of a museum,” said Lisa 
Scholten, coordinator/
curator of collections. 

“The museum is 
committed to providing 

Samantha Berry stands next to William Weege’s “Let 
The Sunshine In.” It is included in the exhibit, “No Holds 
Barred: the Experiments of William Weege.” Berry is the 
exhibit’s curator.

Student curates S.D. Art Museum exhibit
In 1943, President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
announced the creation 
of what would become 
the largest Mexican 
guest-worker program in 
U.S. history. “Bittersweet 
Harvest: The Bracero 
Program, 1942-1964,” 
a bilingual (English/
Spanish) exhibition from 
the National Museum of 
American History and 
organized for travel by the 
Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition 

Service, will explore this chapter of American history. The 
exhibition will be on display at the South Dakota Agricultural 
Heritage Museum June 6-Aug. 16.

Facing labor shortages during World War II, the United 
States initiated a series of agreements with Mexico to recruit 
Mexican men to work on American farms and railroads. The 
Emergency Farm Labor Program, more familiarly known 
as the Bracero Program, enabled approximately 2 million 
Mexicans to enter the United States and work on short-term 
labor contracts.

“The story of the braceros in South Dakota is a perfect 
example of a ‘forgotten history’ in South Dakota,” said 
Gwen McCausland, director of the museum. “Even though 
1,000 braceros came to South Dakota, very little has been 
documented. Our research relied on the memories of families 
who hired the migrant workers.”

The exhibit explores the braceros’ contributions to 
communities in Mexico and the U.S., the opportunities 
available to braceros and the challenges they faced. The 
exhibition includes 15 freestanding banners featuring oral 
histories, quotes and photographs by Leonard Nadel, a 
photographer whose work in 1956 exposed the violations 
endured by many braceros. Nadel’s photos inspired the 
museum’s work on “Bittersweet Harvest,” which also includes 
audio clips of former braceros relating their experiences.

Bracero’s ‘bittersweet’ exhibit opens 
at S.D. Agricultural Heritage Museum

When Harvey Dunn died in 1952, his obituary in The 
New York Times bore the headline “Harvey Dunn, 68, Artist, 
Teacher.” Dunn was a brilliant illustrator of America’s Golden 
Age and an admired teacher. A new exhibition at the South 
Dakota Art Museum features pieces by Dunn’s students 
alongside some of his own works, including a few from private 
collections never before displayed in the museum.

The exhibit, titled “Masters of the Golden Age: Harvey 
Dunn and His Students,” is open through Sept. 13. It features 85 
paintings and was organized in collaboration with the Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

“It’s essentially three or four Dunn exhibits in one, plus 
pieces by his students. It’s a huge show,” museum curator Jodi 
Lundgren said. 

The exhibit, sponsored by First Bank & Trust, contains 
works by Dunn as well as works by multiple artists who studied 
under him. The exhibit spans almost the entire museum, filling 
four of the museum’s six galleries.

Coinciding with the exhibition, the museum will launch the 
reprint of Robert Karolevitz’s 1970 book “Where Your Heart Is: 
The Story of Harvey Dunn, Artist.”

After its time at the art musuem, the exhibit will travel to 
the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Mass., then 
to the Hunter Museum of American Art in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.

“It’s especially exciting for us to be able to share our Dunn 
collection, especially the prairie works that haven’t been on tour 
before,” Lundgren said. “South Dakota loves Harvey Dunn, 
and it’s exciting to bring new pieces in and to share our own 
collection in other museums around the nation.”

‘Harvey Dunn and His Students’ 
exhibit opens at S.D. Art Museum

“Masters of the Golden Age: Harvey Dunn and His 
Students” is on display at the South Dakota Art Museum 
through Sept. 13, and features 85 paintings.

“Bittersweet Harvest” is 
on display at the South 
Dakota Agricultural Heritage 
Museum through Aug. 16.

access to our collections for 
researchers and students. 

“Sam participated in a yearlong 
internship program supported by an 
Institute for Museum and Library 
Services Grant that provided her with 
the training necessary to prepare 
these works. Sam’s experience with the 
museum has been quite unique; with 
her pursuit of challenges and seeking 

out opportunities, along 
with her work ethic, have 
made this possibility a 
reality.”

It is very rare for 
a student to have such 
an opportunity. Berry 
soon began researching 
and planning for her 
first experience as an art 
curator.

“Being a history major, I’m 
interested in art where there is a 
bridge between artistic expression and 
historical content,” said Berry. “With 
works from the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s, 
social commentary is easy to find, 

and there are so many pieces in this 
collection that have strong roots in 
both social and political commentary. 
I knew I wanted to do something that 
had works that related to that, and, 
from a personal perspective, I really 
enjoyed William Weege’s work.”

As a studio arts minor, Berry had 
done research for art history projects 
on Weege and his portfolio, which 
consists of a range of prints—some 
collages featuring pop stars, some 
more abstract paper pieces and more—
all with a theme of social commentary. 

Berry even had the chance to 
interview Weege one summer for her 
research. While preparing the exhibit, 
Berry remained in contact with Weege. 

When she asked to borrow some 
pieces from his “Peace is Patriotic” 
collection, the Vietnam War-themed 
series that was his master’s thesis 
project, Weege donated all 25 prints to 
the museum’s permanent collection.

Berry graduated in May, and plans 
to pursue a career within the museum 
field.

“Being a history 
major, I’m interested 

in art where there 
is a bridge between 

artistic expression and 
historical content.” 

—Samantha Berry
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Forging ahead in trying times, 
making a career into a passion and giving 
without expectations are all attributes of 
the SDSU 2015 April Brooks Women of 
Distinction.

Each year, four women at State are 
honored for their career dedication and 

promise for future. “It’s amazing to read 
the nomination and support letters and 
learn how these women have contributed 
to their careers, while overcoming 
difficulties and persevering in their lives,” 
said Elizabeth Tolman, Women’s Studies 
Coordinator.   

April Brooks, who served as a 
professor and department head in history, 
political science, philosophy and religion, 
is credited for developing the Women’s 
Studies Program. 

She created the Women of 
Distinction awards to recognize 
female leaders and celebrate their 
accomplishments each March during 
Women’s History Month. 

The award name change was formally 
announced at the March 19 ceremony 
to acknowledge Brooks’ significant 
contributions to State.

The annual awards were presented 
to professional staff employee Lindsey 
Gerard, student Claire Evans, faculty 
member Meredith Redlin and civil 
service worker Linda Fawcett. 

Evans 
As an exercise physiology graduate 

student, Evans helped women make 
personal health a priority. She worked 
as a graduate administrative assistant 
for health and fitness programs at the 

Wellness Center. 
Co-workers pegged Evans as a leader 

for the wellness community and driving 
force for clients—running alongside 
them, coaching and encouraging them 
the whole way—whether that is a 5K race 
or a long-term wellness program. 

Evans cares about helping people 
of all ages. In 2012, she participated in a 
service-learning trip to Guyana, where 
she spent time assisting local families 
and children. Evans has assisted physical 
therapists and helped develop exercise 
and rehabilitation programs for clients. 

During her time at State, Evans 
organized and executed five wellness 
programs including Little Rabbits family 
events, Healthy Lifestyles Living and 
Learning Community, the annual indoor 
triathlon, junior fitness program and 
the Training, Nutrition, Transformation 
program. 

Evans earned four national 
certifications, her most recent being the 
United States of America Weightlifting 
Sports Performance coach certification 
in 2015. She was also an advocate for 
the Gay Straight Alliance on campus 
and served as a strong role model. Evans 
graduated in May, and starts a strength 
and conditioning internship in Brisbane, 
Australia, in June. 

Four honored at April Brooks Women of Distinction tea

Redlin 
Redlin is a sociology professor 

with a research agenda relating to rural 
community planning and development. 
She teaches the areas of rural community 
development, race, class and gender 
studies. 

In her role as women’s studies 
coordinator, Redlin initiated a South 
Dakota women’s book project illustrating 
experiences of women living in South 
Dakota. 

Her list of research grants, workshop 
presentations and publications show 
her commitment to her career, but 
co-workers said her energy, passion 
and advocacy for women on campus is 
unmatchable.

Redlin serves as Great Plains 
Interactive Distance Education 
Alliance Community Development 
program adviser and is the South 
Dakota representative on the board of 
the Midwest Sociological Society. She 
received the Excellence in Graduate 
Teaching and Mentoring Award from 
the Rural Sociological Society and 
participates in the SDSU Foundation 
Women and Giving group. 

This summer, Redlin is teaching in 
Slovenia, having won a second Erasmus 
Mundes Fellowship, a highly competitive 

program for scholarly exchange 
supported by the European Union. 

Fawcett 
Fawcett is a senior microbiologist in 

the veterinary and biomedical sciences 
department. She started in the Animal 
Disease Research and Diagnostic Lab as a 
student worker in 1974. 

Co-workers said it is not Fawcett’s 
longevity in the department that has 
provided her professional expertise, 
rather her dedicated effort to animal 
health. Co-workers noted Fawcett is a 
natural leader with a strong commitment 
to her career. 

She works a second job and has 
overcome many medical challenges 
throughout the years. Fawcett leads 
the diagnostic serology section of the 
ADRDL and played a key role in the lab’s 
growth. She developed a unique system 
for receiving and testing blood samples to 
efficiently meet client needs. 

Fostering relationships with national 
livestock exporters has allowed Fawcett 
to bring thousands of blood samples, 
tests and revenue to the lab. Co-workers 
said Fawcett excels in mentoring young 
women—not only teaching basic 
procedures, but also leading by example 
as a successful woman in the science field. 

Gerard 
Gerard serves as iGrow technology 

coordinator for SDSU Extension, 
primarily overseeing the iGrow.org 
website and coordinating electronic 
publishing opportunities. Co-workers 
noted her deep understanding of 
marketing opportunities and challenges 
related to Extension. 

Gerard was key in the development 
of the iGrow teaching platform for 
electronic delivery in 2011. While 
attending State, Gerard was working 
and raising her now 7-year-old son, 
Blaine. Coming from a close-knit family, 
Gerard also pulled through the loss of her 
mother and twin brother in 2008. 

She mentors collegiate men and 
women, never refusing a request. She 
teaches young people how to embrace 
evolving technology in professional 
careers. Gerard was instrumental 
in revitalizing the 4-H Horse Safety 
program, co-creating the Youth HORSE 
(Horse Ownership Responsibility Safety 
and Education) training program that 
replaced the outdated curriculum. 

Co-workers said Gerard handles 
her workload, regularly putting in more 
hours than expected. They said Gerard’s 
professional and personal determination 
helps her juggle her job responsibilities. 

The 2015 April Brooks Women of Distinction nominees and award winners, are, back row from left, Meredith Redlin, Kas Williams, Lynne O'Neill, 
Jenn Anderson, Claire Evans, Rebecca Phillips, Carey Kilmer, April Brooks, Renée Chandler and Linda Fawcett; front row, from left, Rachel Johnson, 
Lindsey Gerard, Barb Koenders and Louise Loban. Not pictured: Charlotte Davidson, April Eastman and Hande Briddick.

April Brooks served the department of 
history, political science, philosophy and 
religion for 21 years, her most recent role 
as department head. She taught her last 
class in fall 2014. She died April 14, 2015, 
after a battle with cancer. She created the 
Women of Distinction awards to honor four 
women who show career dedication and 
promise for the future. 

The 2015 April Brooks Women of Distinction award winners are: from 
left, Lindsey Gerard, Claire Evans, Meredith Redlin and Linda Fawcett.
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7. Christophina Lynch shows her graduate pharmacy diploma.
8. Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Laurie Nichols recognized student 

honors at undergraduate commencement.
9. U.S. Air Force ROTC cadets Thomas Ricks, Brendan Wehde, Ethan Rasmussen and 

Mitchell Williams presented the colors during the ceremony. 
10. Undergraduate students prepare to receive their diplomas.
11. The SDSU Symphonic Band, directed by Eric Peterson, performed at undergraduate 

and graduate commencement ceremonies.
12. U.S. Army ROTC Lt. Col. Aaron Schultz recognized military commissionees.

1. Jack Warner, South Dakota Public Higher Education System executive director and chief 
executive officer, gave the commencement address “Using the Power of Mind to Create 
a Life.”

2. Undergraduate and graduate commencement took place May 9 in Frost Arena.
3. President David Chicoine delivered the welcome introductions. 
4. Range science student Kelsey Ducheneaux gave comments on behalf of the 2015 

undergraduate class. 
5. David Galipeau, retired professor of electical engineering, served as an honorary 

marshal for graduate commencement.
6. College of Nursing Dean Nancy Fahrenwald, left, and Chief University Librarian Kristi 

Tornquist served as commencement marshals alongside all other deans.
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11 10

98

2015 Commencement2015 Commencement
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The SDSU Alumni Association 
and Staters for State, the student 
alumni organization, have selected the 
William and Joyce Schilder family as 
the 2015 SDSU Family of the Year. 

While neither William nor Joyce 
graduated from college, the Schilder 
family has produced 24 graduates 
and three current students. Family 
weddings and other get-togethers have 
become huge State reunions. 

Photographers have gotten used 
to the large number of SDSU alums 
attending these gatherings and have 
called them a ‘Jackrabbit photo op’ 
requiring a wide-angle lens. 

The bulk of the people are direct 
descendants of Bill and Joyce Schilder 
of Faulkton. All five of their children, 
two sons-in-law, two daughters-
in-law, and 21 grandchildren and 
their spouses have attended SDSU. 
Beginning in fall 1967, they can claim 
30 total attendees and the count will 
increase as the next generation will 
restart the cycle in five years.

Schilder family named 2015 Family of the Year

IMPACTState

The South Dakota Board of Regents approved new minor 
degree programs and a certificate program in community 
development, and authorized new delivery options for an 
SDSU geography degree.

State will begin offering its B.S. degree in geography 
this fall through Internet delivery. The request came from 
nontraditional, place-bound students who find it difficult to 
travel to Brookings to complete the existing geography major 
on campus.

The new minors are in meat science, legal studies and 
museum studies. All will start this fall and require 18 hours of 
study.

The meat science minor fits closely with the state's 
workforce emphasis in biosciences and value-added 
agricultural industries. It focuses attention to educate the 
consumer on issues from animal production to consumption 
of meat products. 

The board approved a certificate program for Native 
communities and economic development. This certificate 
is geared to graduate students interested in working with 
American Indian tribes and Native communities. 

Board of Regents approves 
new minors, certificate program

Children of alumni living outside South Dakota may be 
eligible for in-state tuition starting with the fall 2015 semester.
Freshmen and transfer students who enroll in fall 2015 or 
after are eligible for the program. Freshmen must have an 
ACT composite score of 20 or higher (SAT of 930 or higher). 
Transfer students must have a GPA of 2.5 or higher.

“SDSU has more than 70,000 alums across the country. 
This program will make it possible for children of alumni living 
out of state to benefit from an SDSU education,” said Doug 
Wermedal, associate vice president for student affairs. “The 
university has served first-generation college students over the 
decades, and we look forward to working with their children to 
take advantage of this and be part of the Jackrabbit family.”

Resident tuition can be retained for up to four academic 
years (eight semesters) for first-year students. For transfer 
students, the program is valid for the difference between the 
necessary credit hours for graduation, typically 120, and the 
number of credits the students transfer to State. For example, a 
student who transfers 60 credits to the university will be eligible 
for two years of in-state tuition and fees, averaging 15 credits 
per semester.

South Dakota State to offer
‘Children of Alumni’ tuition rate

Tim Nichols, dean of the Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback 
Honors College, announced April 22 that “The Other Wes 
Moore” will be the selection for the 2015 Common Read.

Written by Wes Moore, the book is about two boys with the 
same name, living in the same city. One grew up to be a Rhodes 
scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow and 
business leader. The other is serving a life sentence in prison for 
felony murder.

Moore will speak at State Nov. 19 in the Performing Arts 
Center as the Griffith Honors Forum Lecture.

There were 30 books considered. Other finalists were “Tears 
of the Desert,” the autobiography of Halima Bashir (co-authored 
with English journalist Damien Lewis) and “Touch the Top of 
the World” by Erik Weihenmayer.

State’s Common Read series started in 2009. It was originally 
designed to raise the level of academic challenge at State, 
enhance awareness of diverse perspectives, increase faculty 
and student interaction and encourage enriching, engaging 
educational experiences both in and outside class.

2015 Common Read selection

At SDSU, the difference is design. The South Dakota Board 
of Regents approved April 2 the university’s application for a 
School of Design. The school will start July 1.

The school will contain five fields of study—architecture, 
graphic design, interior design, landscape architecture and 
studio arts. First-year students will enroll in collaborative design 
studies that focus on design thinking, creativity and professional 
exploration that create a unique pathway for them to explore 
design interests before beginning their second year.

The School of Design will be part of the College of Arts and 
Sciences and have its own director, department coordinators and 
faculty. Tim Steele, who has been the department head of visual 
arts, will be the director of the School of Design.

“The goal is to produce a superior product that provides 
both students and faculty a high-quality academic experience 
that no individual unit would be able to provide,” said College of 
Arts and Sciences Dean Dennis Papini. “The new school aligns 
with the needs of today’s students.”

By incorporating strong ties to industry and a commitment 
to socially responsible design, the school will contribute to the 
vitality and well-being of South Dakota and the region. 

“The School of Design model will allow engaged learning 
through stronger and better coordinated programs,” said Provost 
and Vice President for Academic Affairs Laurie Nichols. “Faculty 
will more readily share expertise and work closely together. The 
new unit will facilitate accreditation and professionally oriented 
curricula.”

State started an interim model, the division of design, 
in January 2014. Following internal reviews, there was a 
recommendation to pursue a school of design.

The school’s curriculum will include a set of core first-year 

courses for all majors—a common introduction to the university, 
introduction to design theory and practice, a creativity course 
and later an upper-level course to work on collaborative design 
projects.

“Previously, students who were interested in design picked 
a major, maybe without the knowledge of the other design 
opportunities available,” Steele said. “Students can discover each 
design major’s offerings and be able to tailor their educational 
experience to their interests based upon that.”

Students currently enrolled in one of the fields will be able 
to remain on their current graduation track if desired, or explore 
opportunities to collaborate with the other fields of study. 
Faculty in the School of Design will continue in their current 
areas of expertise, but will enhance educational opportunities 
through collaboration with other design disciplines.

“The school will offer recognized and accredited programs 
that prepare graduates for professional licenses and entry-level 
careers in the five different fields of study,” Papini said. 

The School of Design model will allow for national 
accreditation, engaged learning through stronger and better 
coordinated programs, and extends the reach and depth of the 
university through programs and collaborations—three of the 
four areas mentioned in IMPACT 2018, the university’s strategic 
plan.

In addition, the School of Design will allow Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degrees to be awarded in architecture, graphic design, 
interior design and studio art, and a Bachelor of Landscape 
Architecture degree for incoming and some current students. 
Current students in these programs may choose to continue 
pursuing Bachelor of Science degrees offered in three colleges.

School of Design brings together five fields of study

University Police Department Chief Tim Heaton congratulates Cora 
Olson, a UPD detective, after she received the 2015 Brookings 
Optimist Club Respect for Law Award May 12.
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Diane Drake has worked as an accounting assistant for the department of natural 
resource management for 28 years. She and her husband, Dave, live on an acreage outside 
Brookings. They have one daughter, Kristen, and a rat terrier named Squirt.

“I’m committed to my work and consider all my co-workers as friends,” Drake said. “I 
understand the Maya Angelou quote ‘I’ve learned that making a living is not the same thing as 
making a life.’”

“Diane has shown tremendous dedication to the natural resource management 
department’s faculty, staff and students,” said Terri Symens, office supervisor. “She has 
willingly accepted additional tasks throughout the years due to new accounting systems and 
merging of departments. Di shows leadership to the others in the department’s support staff 
group. She is the ‘go-to’ gal for budget questions, faculty and graduate student payroll issues 
and general department issues.”

Mary Modica has been a senior secretary in the SDSU Regional Extension Center in 
Watertown for seven years. She enjoys music and has played the piano and organ in many 
groups and settings through the years. Modica and husband, Doug, live in Watertown and are 
active in the Vietnam Veterans Association and their church.

In letters of support, co-workers said Modica is an efficient and organized employee who 
goes above and beyond her duties.

“When the Extension system reorganized in 2011, Mary took on challenges and roles 
not typically associated with a senior secretary position,” said Rosie Nold, program director. 
“Drawing on her knowledge from the district office, she has provided tremendous leadership 
to support staff in the eight regional Extension centers, all of whom were new hires into 
the SDSU system in 2011 or 2012. She has shown leadership at both the organizational and 
individual level.”

Mary Modica | December 2014 Civil Service Employee of the Month Wilbur Marsh | March 2015 Civil Service Employee of the Month

Susan Schleicher | April 2015 Civil Service Employee of the Month

Diane Drake | May 2015 Civil Employee of the Month

Wilbur Marsh has worked at the bookstore for 18 years, but SDSU has played a role in 
his life since 1974. He and his wife, Diane, met there as students and both of their daughters, 
Tammy and Tanya, and sons-in-law are State alumni. Bill and Diane have four grandchildren. 
He is a member of the South Dakota Ornithologists’ Union and is active yearly in the 
Audubon Christmas bird count.

In letters of support, co-workers said Marsh is an enthusiastic and helpful coworker with 
a passion for SDSU.

“Bill will drop everything to help an employee with a problem or a customer who needs 
help,” said Jodi Friedel, retail operations manager at the bookstore. “He holds a special place 
in his heart for SDSU and is always trying to recruit new students when they come to visit our 
store. Bill is a favorite among all the student employees. They keep in contact with him for 
years after they have graduated.”

Susan Schleicher has been a librarian at the Hilton M. Briggs Library for more than 17 
years. She belongs to the South Dakota Library Association and won its Support Staff of the 
Year award in the 2005. She discusses the books she has read and hopes to read on her blog, 
“The Book Bag.”

Schleicher and her husband, Leo, live in Brookings. They have four children and seven 
grandchildren.

“Susan’s dedication to the university is demonstrated daily in her positive interactions 
with the public and with the library staff,” said Vickie Mix, associate professor. “She has the 
greatest respect from her co-workers, supervisors and the student workers she directs. Susan 
is committed to the highest quality customer service in her interactions with library patrons 
and co-workers. She has worked on various committees in the library to improve library 
services and library spaces.”

Amy Kor | February 2015 Civil Service Employee of the Month
Amy Kor has been a secretary in the department of modern languages and global studies 

for more than five years. She enjoys spending her free time outside with her three children, 
C.J., Caitlin and Connor, and supporting them at their sporting events.

In letters of support, co-workers said Kor’s dedication and friendly demeanor make her a 
valuable resource for the department’s students, faculty and guests.

“Amy is an incredible secretary and office manager who goes far beyond her required 
duties, wearing many hats depending on what each situation requires,” said nominator 
Eckhard Rölz, associate professor. 

“She is full of energy, always willing to help, outgoing and friendly. When people enter the 
modern languages and global studies department office, they are greeted warmly, thus making 
everyone feel welcome and special. With her friendly smile and relaxed disposition, Amy 
disarms any and all disgruntled students and faculty members.”

Diane Bechen | January 2015 Civil Service Employee of the Month
Diane Bechen has been a nutrition assistant with SDSU Extension programs for 18 years, 

first in the family nutrition program in Davison, Hanson and Sanborn counties and now in the 
expanded food and nutrition education program.

Bechen also holds National Nutrition Paraprofessional Certification. She and her husband, 
Merl, live outside Mitchell and have three daughters and three grandchildren.

“Diane exemplifies the phrase ‘committed educator,’” said Suzanne Stluka, food and family 
program director for SDSU Extension. 

“Each activity Diane presents is an opportunity to learn. A master at capturing the 
energy of young children and channeling it into learning experiences, Diane gives children 
the freedom to practice new skills and ask questions along the way. The atmosphere in 
her classroom is engaging. Diane has improved the quality of life for students with diverse 
backgrounds and fulfills a need that would otherwise go unmet.”

All SDSU Employee of the Month selections are determined through a nomination process by the Civil Service Advisory 
Council. Each civil service employee of the month receives an appreciation monetary gift from the F.O. Butler Foundation.

The trustees of the foundation recognize the importance of civil service employees and take this opportunity to thank them for 
their exemplary service.
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Assistant history professor 
Thomas Agostini spent family 
vacations as a child traveling 
to historic sites around the 
country.

Now, through The Fred W. 
Smith National Library for the 
Study of George Washington 
fellowship program, Agostini 
has the chance to spend time as 
a research fellow in residence 
at the Mount Vernon, Virginia, 
estate. Alongside 19 scholars 
from around the world, Agostini 
received a fully funded award to study 
Washington’s era at the library.

Agostini is the recipient of a 
prestigious three-month “The Society 
of Colonial Wars” fellowship, during 
which he will continue composing his 
book “Imperial Dilemmas: Great Britain’s 
Costly Bid for Military Ascendency in 
America 1745-1766.”

“Imperial Dilemmas” addresses 
an overriding question: what were 
the consequences of British officials’ 
decision to revise their existing defensive 
arrangements in the colonies, which once 
relied on militia, provincial troops and 
small bodies of redcoats, by stationing—
at a considerably greater expense—nearly 
a third of their army across the Atlantic 
about twenty years before the American 
Revolution?

Agostini’s second book project, 
“I Heard the Bullets Whistle: George 
Washington’s Education in Arms,” will 
examine Washington’s formative years as 
a soldier.

Agostini is more than halfway 
finished writing “Imperial Dilemmas,” 
and plans to complete the manuscript by 
the end of the year. “My objective is to 
finish two chapters this summer and the 
rest in the fall,” Agostini said, noting his 
plans of sending the book proposal to an 
elite scholarly press. “And this fellowship 
is enabling me to make connections I 
wouldn’t have made otherwise.”

In its third year, The Washington 
Library’s fellowship program has become 

Agostini to research ‘Imperial Dilemmas’ 
at The Washington Library

Assistant professor Matthew 
James has been selected a research 
fellow for the Landscape Architecture 
Foundation’s Case Study Investigation 
Program.

The program matches faculty-
student research teams with design 
firms to document the benefits of 
landscape projects.

Joining James are research 
assistants Bailey Peterson and Erika 
Roeber. The teams develop methods 
to quantify environmental, economic 
and social benefits and produce case 
study briefs for LAF’s Landscape 
Performance Series.

As a research fellow, James will 
lead three project investigations in 
South Dakota. Those projects will be: 
The Sioux Falls Downtown River Greenway Project; The Main 
Street Square in Rapid City; and Mount Rushmore Memorial 
Visitor Services Redevelopment.

“This is a great opportunity for South Dakota and for Rapid 
City and Sioux Falls to see quantifiable data related to large 
investments they’ve made in their cities via prominent landscape 
architecture projects,” James said. 

“I suspect the research will show that the millions of dollars 

they have spent on unique landscape 
architecture projects has had significant 
economic and ‘quality-of-life’ impacts for 
their cities. It also has a unique research 
perspective in that it forms a partnership 
with a faculty member and research 
assistants working with a practitioner 
from private practice. If the research 
indicates support of these progressive 
ideas and projects, it puts landscape 
architecture on the map in the state.”

According to LAF Program 
Manager Arianna Koudounas, “LAF 
is excited to welcome our first cohort 
of South Dakota-based projects and 
researchers into CSI. We look forward 
to working together and showcasing the 
performance of each site.”

James will work with firms to 
identify performance benefits of their projects, develop 
evaluation methods, and oversee the case study production 
process. He will receive an honorarium and funding to support 
student research assistants to help in data collection.

A 2001 SDSU graduate in landscape design, James received 
his doctorate in adult and higher education from the University 
of South Dakota and started on the State faculty in 2002.

James named landscape architecture research fellow

Matt James

Communication studies 
and theatre assistant professor 
Karla Hunter received the 2014 
Outstanding State Journal 
Award from the Central States 
Communication Association. 
Hunter served as editor of 
“Discourse: The Journal of the 
Speech Communication Association 
of South Dakota.”

Hanna Larsen, who graduated 
in May with a master’s degree in 
communications studies, received 
the Cooper Award. Larsen is the 
first State student to receive the 
award, which is named after former 
CSCA President Pamela J. Cooper. 
The association presents the Cooper 
Award to one master’s level graduate 
teaching assistant and one doctorate 
level graduate teaching assistant 
each year. 

The awards were presented 
April 17 at the Central States 
Communication Association 
Conference in Madison, Wisconsin. 
The association is an academic 
organization of teachers, students, 
professors and communication 
professionals, and includes Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota and Wisconsin.

Hunter, outstanding journal
Several faculty members helped 

Hunter prepare the journal, which 
highlighted original articles from 
academics and professionals of all 
levels in communication, rhetoric, 
forensics and theater. 

Within the journal, 
communication studies and theatre 
instructors Barbara Kleinjan and 
Joshua Westwick submitted invited 
articles, Kleinjan’s titled, “So You’re a 
New Forensics Coach?: Establishing 

Hunter, Larsen 
receive regional 
speech awardsHistory professor Thomas 

Agostini is pictured with 
court-martial records from 
the 1750s.

an Oral Interpretation Program and Culture of Success,” and 
Westwick’s, “Overcoming Public Speaking Anxiety: Practical 
Applications for Classroom Instruction.”

Jenn Anderson, Laurie Haleta, Nikki Mann, Elizabeth 
Tolman, Joshua Westwick and James Wood—members of the 
SDSU faculty and Speech Communication of South Dakota—
were involved with the journal’s editorial process. Graduate 
student Annamarie Trevett and undergraduate student Joshua 
Hartelt were also involved in the editing process.

“This award is more than just visibility for the 
department,” said Hunter. “It showcases our faculty’s rigor, 
stamina and determination.”

The 87-page journal, which is the first volume of 
South Dakota’s journal—revitalized after a 20+ year 
hiatus—embraces the interdisciplinary nature of the speech 
communication field. Articles with a diverse range of concerns 
of the theoretical to the applied, from humanities to social 
sciences, and from scholarly to pedagogical are in the journal. 
Teachers of communication, theater and English, and coaches 
of speech, debate and theater are the journal’s target audience.

“Receiving this award confirms that our efforts were 
worthwhile,” said Hunter. “At every stage, the work went 
through multiple sets of eyes. It was never a one-man show, 

and I think that is what determined our success. Moving 
forward into our second volume, we will continue on the 
same path with confidence that we are headed in the right 
direction.” Volume 2 of “Discourse: The Journal of the Speech 
Communication Association of South Dakota” is scheduled to 
be published in fall 2015.

Larsen wins Cooper Award
Larsen thanked her mentors—assistant professor Joshua 

Westwick, instructor Barb Kleinjan and Tim Nichols, dean of 
the Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback Honors College.

“They’ve been great resources for me as a teacher,” 
said Larsen. “I’ve been lucky to work with both the speech 
department and the Honors College,” she continued. “I think 
my application was helped by the fact I’ve taught Speech 101 
and Honors Speech 101 and some of the honors leadership 
and orientation classes. I’m really happy I stayed here for grad 
school and have had these opportunities.”

Larsen has been selected as the adviser and student 
services specialist for the Honors College. She started the 
position in May and will work in student recruitment and 
retention. “I have full confidence that Hanna will make a 
powerful, positive difference for our students and program in 
her new role,” said Nichols. 

a sought-after honor for academics 
researching topics related to Washington, 
his life and the founding era. 

While in residence, the fellows 
partake in day-to-day activities at the 
estate and library, and present their 
findings in formal lectures and casual 
gatherings for staff, visiting scholars and 
guests.

“There is no better place to study 
George Washington and the era in which 
he lived than here at Mount Vernon,” 
said the library’s founding director, Doug 
Bradburn. “We can tell that word has 
gotten out about our research fellowship 
program by the caliber of applicants we 
have attracted.”

Agostini, originally from 
Cumberland, Maryland, began teaching 
at State in 2009. He serves in the 
department of history, political science, 
philosophy and religion, and specializes 
in early American, Atlantic World and 
American military history—particularly 
the American revolutionary era.

One highlight of Agostini’s teaching 
is covering classes in U.S. military 
history. 

“I have a lot of veterans, as well as 
Air Force and Army ROTC cadets, in my 
classes, and that’s a very important part 
of my teaching.”

Agostini earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history from Virginia Military 
Institute; followed by a master’s degree 
from James Madison University; and a 
doctorate in early American and British 
history from Lehigh University.
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IMPACTAthletics

On May 12, Director of Athletics Justin 
Sell was named as a recipient of the Under 
Armour AD of the Year Award by the 
National Association of Collegiate Directors 
of Athletics.

Sell is one of four recipients in the 
Football Championship Subdivision and one 
of 28 nationally across all divisions of college 
athletics. Winners will receive their awards 
June 17 at NACDA’s 50th Annual Convention 
in Orlando, Florida.

Award winners were selected based 
on the following criteria: service as an AD 
for a minimum of five academic years; 
demonstration of commitment to higher 
education and student-athletes; continuous 
teamwork, loyalty and excellence; and the ability to inspire 
individuals or groups to high levels of accomplishments. 
Additionally, each AD’s institution must have passed a 
compliance check through its appropriate governing body (i.e., 
NCAA, NAIA, etc.), in which the institution could not have 
been on probation or cited for a lack of institutional control 
within the last five years during the tenure of the current 
athletic director.

At State, Sell has overseen the Jackrabbits’ 21-sport 
Division I varsity athletics program since May 2009. Under 
his leadership, the department has continually made strides in 
athletic competition, in the classroom, in fundraising and in 
reconnecting with alumni.

Athletically, the Jackrabbits have claimed 21 regular and 
postseason league championships in six different sports since 
2009-10. That broad-based success has led SDSU to claim 
The Summit League Commissioner’s Cup all-sports trophy 
three times (2010-11, 2012-13, 2013-14), along with winning 
both the Summit League’s Dr. William Steinbrecher Men’s 
All-Sports Award and Dr. Helen Smiley Women’s All-Sports 
Award during the 2013-14 season. SDSU also claimed the 
Steinbrecher award during the 2012-13 season and was the 
recipient of the league’s Sportsmanship Award, an award voted 
upon by its peers, during the 2010-11 campaign.

In the classroom, Jackrabbit student-athletes continually 
post a GPA of 3.2 or higher while enrolled in more than 
70 different majors. SDSU claimed The Summit League’s 
Institutional Academic Achievement Award for the 2009-10 
and 2012-13 academic years, as well as the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference Academic Award in six consecutive 
seasons (2008-13). To further support current student-athletes 
at South Dakota State, Sell directed the implementation of 
the Letterwinners Club, which provides opportunities for 
Jackrabbits Athletics to reconnect and stay connected with 
former student-athletes.

Sell also has implemented other 
aggressive marketing and fundraising 
initiatives which have resulted in record 
average attendance for football, as well as the 
highest number of donors and dollars donated 
to the Jackrabbit Club. Ticket sales exceeded 
$1 million for the first time during the 2011-
12 academic year and was surpassed again 
during the 2012-13 and 2013-14 seasons. In 
addition, the Jackrabbit Athletic Scholarship 
Auction has raised more than $500,000 each 
of the past two years. In January 2011, Sell 
announced a partnership with Learfield 
Sports, signing a 10-year deal worth $13 
million for the athletic department that directs 
all aspects of the partnership, including 

managing and selling multimedia and sponsorship rights for 
South Dakota State Athletics.

On the facilities front, Sell has overseen dramatic 
upgrades and expansion of competition and practice venues 
through development and implementation of the 2025 SDSU 
Athletic Facilities Master Plan. The Dykhouse Student-Athlete 
Center was completed in 2010, and Sell spearheaded efforts 
to add permanent seating and a press box at Erv Huether 
Field, as well as other recent improvements to the home of 
Jackrabbits baseball.

More recently, construction of the $32 million Sanford-
Jackrabbit Athletic Complex was completed in fall 2014. The 
facility, which serves as a competition venue for indoor track 
and field and as a practice facility for football and a number 
of other outdoor sports, contains one of only a handful of 
300-meter indoor tracks in the country, as well as expanded 
facilities for sports medicine and strength and conditioning.

In addition, work is underway for the construction of the 
$65 million Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium, which will serve as the 
new home of Jackrabbits football. The 19,000-seat stadium is 
scheduled to open in its entirety in the fall of 2016.

In fall 2014, Sell was appointed by the NCAA board of 
directors to represent The Summit League and Missouri Valley 
Football Conference on the newly formed Division I Council.

Sell came to South Dakota State from the University of 
Northern Iowa, where he worked in various roles, both at the 
university and in the community for 10 years. He also worked 
at Villanova University, Syracuse University, The Ohio State 
University and Bowling Green State University. Sell gained 
further experience working in the private sector for various 
sports teams and events.

Sell earned his bachelor’s degree in sport management 
from Bowling Green State University (Ohio) in 1991 and 
completed a master’s degree in physical education/sport 
administration at The Ohio State University in 1992.

Sell named Under Armour Athletic Director of the Year

Justin Sell

IMPACTFaculty

Mary Arnold, professor and 
department head of journalism and 
mass communication, will receive the 
Scholastic Journalism Division’s David 
Adams Journalism Educator of the Year 
Award during the SJD’s meeting Aug. 7 at 
the annual convention in San Francisco.

“Mary’s honor is a result of her 
actions in preparing all students for the 
next step,” College of Arts and Sciences 
Dean Dennis Papini said. 

“Not only does she make sure our 
graduates will enter the workforce able to 
apply their knowledge and skills but she 
also has worked for 
many years to prepare 
high school journalism 
students to enter their 
college years looking 
to make an impact 
on campus and in 
the communications 
fields.”

Arnold has been 
involved in scholastic 
journalism since 
serving as a high school journalism 
teacher in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, from 1979-
1986. She later became director of the 
Iowa High School Press Association and 
taught at the University of Iowa.

In 1996, Arnold became program 
manager for the Newspaper Association 
of American Foundation in Washington, 
D.C., and moved the organization away 
from a largely Newspapers in Education 
focus to one that supported high school 
media, helping the youth and teen page 
editors from commercial newspapers 
across the country launch an organization 
of their own, eventually to be named 
Youth Editorial Alliance.

In 2002, Arnold joined SDSU, where 
she also oversees the South Dakota High 
School Press Association. She has also 
been heavily involved in #JournalismIs, 
a program developed in 2013 to redefine 
high school journalism for the digital age. 

The founding group includes 
high school journalism teachers and 
representatives from Black Hills State 
University, the University of South 
Dakota, the North and South Dakota 

Newspaper Associations 
and the South Dakota 
High School Activities 
Association.

“I’ve seen firsthand 
the work that Mary has 
done to keep scholastic 
journalism as part of the 
strategic plan at SDSU,” 
Howard University’s 
Barbara B. Hines wrote in 
her recommendation letter. 
“Her work is a model for 
other schools.”

Arnold 
also served as 
chair of the 
Scholastic 
Journalism 
Committee 
of the 
Association 
of Schools of Journalism & 
Mass Communication and 
president of the Student 
Press Law Center board of 

directors.
Arnold’s research includes AEJMC 

papers such as “When it All Began: 
Journalism Minority Recruiting & High 
School Students” and articles in trade 
magazines like “Reaching Out to Minority 
Students” in Communication: Journalism 
Education Today.

She got help 
with funding from 
the Ford Foundation 
to publish The Full 
Palette Diversity 
Guide and from the 
Gannett Foundation 
(now the Freedom 
Forum) for 
“Breakthrough: A 
Multicultural Guide 
for High School 
Journalism.”

Arnold’s efforts in scholastic press 
rights are well-known. Her dissertation 
was “Student Freedom of Expression and 
High School Journalism Advisers: A Legal 
and Educational Dilemma,” a national 
survey of high school journalism teachers. 

From 1989 to 2004, she was on the board 
of the Student Press Law Center, serving 
as its president during a difficult but 
successful reorganization.

Arnold’s numerous honors include 
the Gaylord College of Journalism 
and Mass Communication’s Women, 
Communication and Leadership Award in 
2010, the Robert P. Knight Multicultural 
Recruitment Award, the Pioneer Award, 
National Scholastic Press Association, 
the Golden Key Award and the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association & Medal of 

Merit.
“Mary Arnold 

was followed in that 
role by David Adams, 
another devoted 
journalism educator 
and a longtime 
associate of hers,” 
nominator Candace 
Perkins Bowen of 
Kent State University 
wrote. 

“It seems only fitting that Mary 
receive the 2015 David Adams Journalism 
Educator of the Year Award, named after 
her friend and colleague with whom she 
shared so many of the same interests and 
concerns.”

Arnold to receive Journalism Educator of the Year Award

“I’ve seen firsthand 
the work that Mary has 
done to keep scholastic 
journalism as part of the 
strategic plan at SDSU. 
Her work is a model for 

other schools.” 
—Candace Perkins Bowen

“Mary’s honor 
is a result of 

her actions in 
preparing all 

students for the 
next step.” 

—Dennis Papini

Mary Arnold
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Architecture, Mathematics and Engineering Building

The 62,000-square-foot Architecture, Mathematics and 
Engineering Building is the latest facility upgrade in the Jerome J. 
Lohr College of Engineering. 

Lew Brown, dean of the college, has called the building the 
“final crown” in a 13-year period of construction projects.

The $17 million building will have the architecture 
department on the third floor, the mathematics and statistics 
department on the second and mechanical engineering, 
construction and operations management departments and shared 
laboratory space on the first floor. 

The architecture department, which is part of the College of 
Arts and Sciences and will be in the upcoming School of Design, 
graduated its first class of bachelor’s degree students in May 2014. 

The Architecture, Mathematics and Engineering Building 
was built using private funds and the Higher Education Facilities 
Fund, which collects 20 percent of tuition and fee dollars for 
purposes that include maintenance and repairs to existing facilities 
and to build and equip new facilities.

August 2013 November 2013

February 2014 July 2014

May 2015
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This is the sixth consecutive year that the USD SSOM has been 
recognized by the magazine’s “Best Graduate Schools” for its rural 
medicine program.
 “The data show that we lead the country in the proportion of 
our graduates who practice in rural areas,” said Mary Nettleman, 
M.D., M.S., M.A.C.P., dean of the USD Sanford School of 
Medicine and vice president for health affairs at USD. 

 The USD Sanford School of Medicine’s mission places  
an emphasis on family medicine and encourages graduates 
to serve people in rural and underserved areas and in  
South Dakota.

USD Sanford School of 
Medicine Recognized 
for Rural Medicine 
Curriculum
U.S. News & World Report ranks the  
Sanford School of Medicine No. 6  
among all the nation’s medical 
colleges and universities for  
rural medicine education. 

Jerome Freeman named to John C. Sall, M.D., Professorship  
in Medicine by USD Sanford School of Medicine

Dr. Jerome Freeman, Brandon, professor and chair 
of the Department of Neurosciences at SSOM, has 
been named to the John C. Sall, M.D., Professorship 
in Medicine—the first endowed professorship in 
the history of the medical school. 
 The three-year appointment recognizes Dr. 
Freeman’s leadership and service to the medical 
school, as well as his distinguished career as  
a physician.

 Freeman started as a faculty member in 1980 and 
was named chair of the Department of Neurosciences 
in 1991. 
 The professorship is named for Dr. John Sall, a 
Sioux Falls native, who graduated from the University 
of South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine, and 
was a founder and partner of the Central Plains 
Clinic in Sioux Falls. Dr. Sall died in 2010 at age 63.
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SCHOOL OF LAW  
USD Law Trial Team Wins “Most  
Professional Team Award” at the ABA’s 
National Ethics Trial Competition

BEACOM SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
The Princeton Review Ranks USD  
Beacom School of Business Online  
M.B.A. 16th Among World’s Top 25

USD conferred degrees upon 54 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
graduates, the first class to 
complete the degree since the four-
year BSN program was re-instituted 
at the Vermillion campus in 2013. 
 USD nursing students in Rapid 
City were admitted to the four-
year BSN program starting in 2014, 
and Pierre students can begin 
the program in fall 2016. Another  
55 nurses completed the online, 
post licensure RN–BSN program 
this spring.

USD is offering a new program for 
business students to study health 
service administration in Cuba 
while also learning about the 
people, art and culture of America’s 
island neighbor.
 The first group of 15 students 
and their professor will visit Cuba 
during winter break, visiting 
hospitals and the university medical 
clinic, and observing community 
projects.
 “We chose Cuba because it is 
known around the world for its 
national health system where 
all residents have access to cost-
effective health care, and because 
it is a leader in providing health 
care for nearly 100 developing 
countries,” said Professor Carole 
South-Winter, who teaches health 
care administration in the USD 
Beacom School of Business.

A team from the University of South Dakota School of Law won the “Most 
Professional Team Award” at the recent National Ethics Trial Competition, jointly 
sponsored by the American Bar Association, the Anthony M. Kennedy Inns of 
Court and the University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law.
 In two of the past three years the USD law team placed in the top five in 
professionalism and ethics at this elite national competition. This year the team of 
Andy Fick of Quimby, Iowa; Ashlee Wendt of Alcester; Aron Hogden of Sioux Falls; 
and Tracye Sherrill of Yankton won the top prize. 
 Twenty law schools were invited to the competition including Georgetown 
University, Wisconsin, Colorado, American University, Loyola-Chicago, Catholic 
University, Fordham and others.
 Tom Horton, associate professor of law and Heidepriem Trial Advocacy Fellow, 
directs the USD School of Law trial teams, which entered 12 national competitions 
during the 2014–2015 academic year.

The online M.B.A. program at the USD Beacom School of Business has been ranked 
No. 16 out of 80 business schools worldwide that were analyzed by The Princeton 
Review. It’s the second recent top ranking for USD’s online M.B.A. program. The QS 
Distance Online M.B.A. last month listed the Beacom program among its top 25. 
 “We have a cutting-edge curriculum. Our faculty are truly world-class, and they 
are also well-trained in online instruction. The result is that students get the best 
value,” said Venky Venkatachalam, Ph.D., dean of the Beacom School of Business.
 Princeton said this is the first year the ranking was based on both surveys of 
administrators at the 80 schools and of about 2,000 students enrolled in those 
programs. Criteria focused on five areas: academics, selectivity, faculty, technical 
platforms and career outcomes.

FIRST GROUP OF  
FOUR-YEAR NURSING 
GRADUATES RECEIVE  
DIPLOMAS

USD STUDENTS WILL 
STUDY HEALTH CARE 
DELIVERY SERVICES  
IN CUBA
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USD is marking the 100th birthday of 
Native American Artist Oscar Howe with 
eight of his works on tour around the 
United States.
 This fall the university plans a special 
exhibition of Howe’s works featuring more 
than 40 of the 100 paintings maintained  
at USD, which houses the largest collection 
of Howe’s work in the world.
 “It is thrilling to see one of USD’s 
Oscar Howe paintings at the Metropolitan 
Museum,” said USD President James W. 
Abbott. “He was an outstanding artist 
who made enormous contributions to the 
evolution of Native American art.”
 Howe’s 1962 work, “Calling On 
Wakan Tanka,” is currently on display at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, part of an 
exhibition called “The Plains Indians: Artists of Earth and Sky.” 
The same painting has also been shown in Paris and Kansas City.

   Two other Howe paintings, “Ghost 
Dancer” from 1963 and “Eagle Dance” 
from 1960, are on display in the Denver 
Art Museum through next February.
   Five Howe pieces will be shown 
at The Journey Museum in Rapid 
City from May 30–Sept. 7 this year, 
honoring the 100th anniversary of his 
birth. They include “War Dancer,” 
“Breaking a Wild Horse,” “Buffalo 
Hunter,” “Council” and “War and 
Peace Dancer.”
   Howe was born May 13, 1915, on 
the Crow Creek Reservation in South 
Dakota. He became a professor of art 
at USD in 1957 and died in 1983 at 
the age of 68. Howe’s award-winning 

paintings and murals earned him the title of Artist Laureate of 
South Dakota. He was credited with influencing the development 
of contemporary art in the Indian community.

USD is offering undergraduate students an interest-free, $500 
loan to help them buy books and supplies starting with the fall 
2015 semester.
 “We know students have a lot of expenses at the beginning 
of each semester, and we don’t want anyone to delay buying their 
textbooks because of cash flow,” said Sheila Gestring, USD chief 
financial officer. “We are offering this as a pilot program to see if 
students find it helpful.

 “Students will be able to charge up to $500 worth of books 
and class supplies at the USD Bookstore and pay for them over 
the rest of the semester on their USD bill,” she said.
 The program is open to any full-time, undergraduate student 
who is taking at least one class face-to-face on the Vermillion 
campus. There is no requirement to prove financial need.

USD Celebrates 100th Birthday of Artist  
Oscar Howe with His Works on Tour

USD Offers Interest-Free,  
$500 Loan to Help Students  
Buy Textbooks

Oscar Howe at work in his USD studio.
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USD Awards First Study 
Abroad Scholarships Via  
New International  
Opportunity Fund
The College of Arts & Sciences at USD has chosen the first 14 
students to receive scholarships to study abroad through the new 
International Opportunity Fund.
 The fund was established by USD alumni Tom and Nancy 
Gallagher, who gave approximately $1 million to the USD 
Foundation to support international travel for students.
 With the help of the scholarship awards, which range from 
$600 to $2,500 each, students will travel to 11 different locations 
including Australia, the Galapagos Islands, Spain, Peru, Germany, 
Italy, Costa Rica and Scotland. The fund awarded nearly $20,000 
of travel support. More dollars will be allocated through a 
competitive process in the fall. 

Michael Helgerson and Naveen Rokkam won second place for 
their business idea, called WeConnectU.

USD Students Win Two of Top Five Awards in 2015 
Governor’s Giant Vision Competition

USD students won two of the top five awards in this year’s Governor’s 
Giant Vision Student Competition, which promotes South Dakota as 
the best place to start a successful business.
 Placing second, garnering a prize of $4,000, were Michael 
Helgerson of Yankton and Naveen Rokkam of Vishakapatnam, 
India. Their business idea, called WeConnectU, would use a mobile 
application to provide indoor directions and send informational push 
messages to smart phones.
 In third place, with a price of $3,000, was Taylor Huseman 
of Manson, Iowa, for coming up with N-DORFN Foods, Inc. 
Huseman’s idea is to create food products using only raw, natural 
ingredients produced locally. 
 Another USD student, Javier Bravo Garcia of Sioux Falls, placed 
in the top 10 finalists in the student competition.

Native American Law Students Association Wins National Award
Student Tsyoslake House Named Second-Year Law Student of the Year

The Native American Law Student Association at the University 
of South Dakota was named Chapter of the Year at the 40th 
annual Indian Law Conference sponsored by the Federal Bar 
Convention. USD law student Tsyoslake House was honored as 
2L of the Year, the top award for second-year law students.
 The awards are presented annually at the Indian Law 
Conference. The Native American Law Student Association 

chapter at USD previously won the Chapter of the Year award  
in 2008.
 “The NALSA membership has worked really hard to bring 
attention to Native American Issues, assist in legal aid on 
the South Dakota reservations, and promote the education of  
our members,” said Kyle Chase, president of the USD  
NALSA Chapter. 
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USD and National Music 
Museum Selected to Exhibit 
Rare Shakespeare First Folio

Title page with Droeshout engraving 
of Shakespeare.  
Shakespeare First Folio, 1623. Folger Shakespeare Library.

One of the world’s most treasured books is coming to USD and 
the National Music Museum next spring. USD was selected as the 
only site in South Dakota to host “First Folio! The Book that Gave 
Us Shakespeare.” 
 The Folger Shakespeare Library is sponsoring a national 
traveling exhibition of the first collected edition of Shakespeare’s 
plays in honor of the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death. 
“We are honored to be chosen as a site to display and share 
Shakespeare’s First Folio,” said Darlene Farabee, project director 
and chair of the USD Department of English. 
 Without the book, published in 1623 by two of his fellow 
actors, the world would not have record of 18 Shakespeare plays 
including Macbeth, Julius Caesar, Twelfth Night, The Tempest, 
Antony and Cleopatra, The Comedy of Errors and As You Like It. 

Three USD Students Named  
2015 Fulbright Scholars
36 USD Students Have Won Fulbrights Since 1951;  
Three in 2015 Is the Most in a Single Year Since 1957

Three USD students have been awarded J. William Fulbright Scholarships, 
one of the most prestigious academic awards in the world.
 “Having three Fulbright winners in a single year is extraordinary,” 
said USD President James W. Abbott. “This level of recognition to 
our students reflects the dedication of our university and its faculty to 
academic achievement.”
 Breanna Helland of Frederick, S.D., has a double major in 
criminal justice and political science. She plans to study the democratic 
transformation happening in South Korea. Lucia Carlson of Rio Ricos, 
Ariz., is completing her master’s degree in political science. She will visit 
Germany to further her language skills. Holly Baker of West Lafayette, 
Ind., is completing her Ph.D. in English. She plans to work on a novel 
after visiting Romania to learn about the nation’s political unrest during 
the 1990s. 
 Beginning in 1951, 36 USD students have been awarded Fulbright 
scholarships, and this year’s three winners marks the most in any single 
year since 1957.

Holly Baker, Lucia Carlson, Breanna Helland
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USD biologist Jake Kerby, the eastern South Dakota 
coordinator for the national organization FrogWatch 
USA, is training citizens to conduct field research on 
local frog species and populations.
 Kerby says members of the public will learn to 
recognize different frogs and different frog calls so 
they can conduct field research on where they are 
found in the wild.

 “Training citizens to help perform this research 
expands the areas where we can gather information, 
and this is extremely useful to our understanding 
of frogs,” said Kerby. “The information provided 
by citizens helps us learn which amphibians are in 
trouble, and which ones are not in trouble.”

This document is available in alternative formats upon request. For assistance, call Disability Services at USD at 605-677-6389 or email disabilityservices@usd.edu.

SSOM Dean Dr. Mary Nettleman 
Elected to National Council of Deans

California Biotech Company Uses 
USD Research Lab to Commercialize 
New Drug

USD Chemistry Chair Andrew Sykes 
Wins Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award

Mary Nettleman, M.D., dean of SSOM 
and Vice-President of Health Affairs at 
USD, has been elected to the national 
Council of Dean’s top administrative 
board overseeing the Association of 
American Medical Colleges. 
     The Council of Deans helps develop 
strategies guiding service and advocacy 
functions, including research, patient 
care, and student performance and  

preparation for the nation’s medical schools and related 
institutions. The Association of American Medical Colleges 
represents and serves all 141 accredited U.S. and 17 accredited 
Canadian medical schools, nearly 400 major teaching hospitals 
and health systems, and 90 academic and scientific societies.

A California bio-tech company is moving to Sioux Falls where 
it will use USD’s GEAR Center to commercialize a next-
generation blood substitute that could help save lives in critical 
care and transfusion cases.
 NanoBlood LLC will receive funding from the state of South 
Dakota to prepare its product for clinical trials. If the new drug 
receives approval from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 
NanoBlood plans to build a commercial manufacturing plant in 
USD’s Discovery District in Sioux Falls.

Andrew Sykes, professor and chair of 
the Department of Chemistry at the 
University of South Dakota, has received  
a Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award to  
conduct research at Lancaster University 
in England. The Fulbright Program is the 
top international educational exchange 
program sponsored by the United States 
government, and is aimed at increasing 

mutual understanding between Americans and people of  
foreign countries.
 Sykes and his research group are investigating chemical 
systems that fluoresce brightly when electrons are added to specific 
molecules in the presence of metal cations. The researchers are 
trying to develop sensors that can detect specific cations that are 
of particular environmental or biological concern.   
  He will be working at Lancaster University in England, 
which has the experts and the advanced instruments needed for 
this type of collaboration.

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS & UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
414 East Clark Street | Vermillion, SD 57069-2390 | www.usd.edu

SSOM’s Dr. Lindemann to Chair 
National Accrediting Committee

Dr. Janet Lindemann, Sioux Falls, dean 
of Medical Student Education at the 
USD Sanford School of Medicine, has 
been named chair-elect of the Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education 
(LCME). The LCME is the national 
accrediting agency for all medical 
education programs operated by 
universities or medical schools chartered 
in the United States.

 Lindemann will serve as chair-elect during the 2015–2016 
academic year and as chair during the 2016-2017 academic 
year. She has been dean of Medical Student Education at USD  
since 2001.

USD Scientist Seeks Public Volunteers to Help With Research on Frogs
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Preparing students to step forward with confidence and a vision of lifetime success 
 

Informational Items 

South Dakota Board of Regents Meeting 

Dakota State University, Madison SD 

June 10-11, 2015 
 

Accreditation Review:  SDSBVI hosted 

the on-site review team from AdvancED 

(previously North Central Accreditation).  

The actual decision on accreditation will 

be made at the AdvancEd Board 

meeting; however, the visit and final 

report were highly complimentary.  We 

were recognized in two areas as 

exceeding the criterion with Promising 

Practices.  The single area for us to 

address, which fits in well with our 

strategic plan, is to develop a formal 

written plan to increase student access 

to technology.  Staff members were also 

gratified to learn that we scored above 

the average of 

other schools 

who were 

accredited by 

AdvancEd 

worldwide in 

the past year.  

The four person team included a high 

school special educator from Hot 

Springs, representatives from the Anne 

Carlson School in Jamestown, ND and 

the Nebraska Center for the Education 

of the Blind and Visually Impaired, and 

the team leader from Mitchell, SD. 

Year End Awards and Graduation:  

SDSBVI has three graduates this year: 

Shane Hoffman, Michael McMillen, and 

Kendra Terkildsen.  The various award 

recipients will be shared in the 

Informational Items at the August 

meeting and on the school’s website 

and Facebook. 

Summer Program/Extended School 

Year:  The summer program, which 

provides an opportunity for students to 

work on the skills of blindness, runs for 

three weeks in June and three in July.  

All activities provide students with 

hands-on experiences to develop both 

skills and self-confidence.  
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Dinner in the Dark:  The South Dakota 

Foundation for the Blind and Visually 

Impaired hosted its first fundraiser, 

Dinner in 

the Dark. 

The event 

was held 

at the 

Best 

Western 

Ramkota 

Hotel and each guest ate their dinner 

under a blindfold.  The event was well 

attended and everyone who participated 

was very enthusiastic. A silent auction 

and beef raffle provided added support 

for the Foundation’s activities.  Our 

Foundation exists in part to provide 

social, cultural, and educational 

opportunities that would not otherwise 

be 

available to 

students 

who are 

blind or 

visually 

impaired.  

Each year we fund various projects to 

enhance the lives of students 

throughout the State of South Dakota.  

The Foundation also prints our Pioneer 

newsletter and provides funding for 

Family Weekend activities. 

Business Manager Position:  SDSBVI 

is pleased to announce the hiring of 

Claudean Hluchy as the new Business 

Manager for the Special Schools.  We 

lured Claudean away from the Board of 

Regents’ office.  

Technology Initiatives:  The SDSBVI 

recently acquired a 3-D printer which will 

provide additional ways to provide tactile 

information for our students.  The 

Technology Task Force will be 

developing guidelines for its use. 

Tree planting:  The Aberdeen Lions 

Club and Mrs. Lopes’ students 

provided trees for the campus to plant in 

honor of Arbor Day.  Two birch trees 

and a Little Leaf Linden were planted by 

the 

maintenance 

staff with 

assistance 

from all the 

students.  It 

was a 

wonderful 

learning 

experience 

with students 

exploring 

roots, depth of the holes, and girth of the 

trees as well as actually shoveling the 

shovel. 

Governor 

Daugaard 

visited 

SDSBVI on 

April 10th for 

a tour of our 

facility.  

Governor 

Daugaard 

had the 

opportunity to ask questions of our 

program and visit students, faculty, and 

staff.  
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Students of the Month:  

Jordan Houseman 

from Pickstown was 

acknowledged for 

March.  Jordan was 

recognized for his great 

attitude, making 

improvements in using a 

smartphone during 

orientation & mobility class, working 

hard to become a stronger swimmer, 

and always doing his best in anything he 

does. 

Jada Madsen and Trashawn Howard,  

        
both from Aberdeen, were recognized 

for April.  Jada was nominated for 

increasing her conversation skills, 

improvements in learning independent 

living skills, and for meeting goals with 

her classroom work.  Trashawn was 

nominated for his fun sense of humor, 

being an enthusiastic braille student, 

improvements in his independent living 

skills, and for meeting several of his 

goals. 

North Central Conference Swimming 

and Forensics Meet: Three students 

qualified to take part in the conference 

meet held at the Indiana School for the 

Blind in Indianapolis. Marcus Van Dam 

participated in 

forensics writing his 

speech about his 

experiences at Ski 

for Light; Jordan 

Houseman 

participated in the 

forensics Great 

Speeches category 

and chose Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Pearl 

Harbor speech.  Kendra Terkildsen 

participated in 

several swimming 

events, placing 1st 

in both the 50-yard 

freestyle (:43.57 

seconds) and the 

100-yard 

breaststroke 

(2:06.26).  She was second in the 100-

yard freestyle (1:33.25). 

Special Olympics:  Our athletes truly 

exemplified the Olympian Oath “Let Me 

Win, But If I Can Not Win, Let Me Be 

Brave in the Attempt” in & out of the 

pool, on & off the track, and for all of our 

activities.  SDSBVI students participated 

in Special Olympics with the following 

results. 
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NE Area Special Olympics Swim Meet 

Larissa Enget: 
1st 15M Walk,1st 15M Flotation 

Lydia Enget: 
2nd 15M Walk, 2nd 15M Flotation 

Hailey Heintzman:  
1st 15M Walk, 2nd 15M Flotation 

Trashawn Howard: 
1st 15M Walk, 1st 10 M Assisted 
Swim 

Blaine Jemming: 
1st 15M Walk, 2nd 15M Unassisted 
Swim 

Quinn Ossanna: 
1st 10M Assisted Swim,2nd 15M 
Walk 

Vincent Stuwe: 
1st 15M Flotation, 3rd 15M Walk 

 

NE Area Special Olympics Spring 

Games 

Larissa Enget: 
1st Standing Long Jump, 2nd Softball 
Throw, 2nd  50M Dash 

Lydia Enget: 
1st Softball Throw, 2nd 50M Dash, 
3rd Standing Long Jump 

Hailey Heintzman: 
1st Standing Long Jump, 1st Softball 
Throw, 1st 50M Dash 

Trashawn Howard: 
1st Standing Long Jump, 1st 50M 
Dash, 2nd Softball Throw 

Blaine Jemming: 
2nd 50M Dash, 3rd Softball Throw, 
6th Standing Long Jump 

Michael McMillen: 
1st Softball Throw, 1st 50M Walk, 1st 
25M Walk 

Quinn Ossanna: 
1st 50M Dash, 1st Softball Throw, 2nd 
Standing Long Jump 

Vincent Stuwe: 
1st Tennis Ball Throw, 1st 10M 
Assisted Walk, 1st 25M Assisted 
Walk 

Michael Wingen: 
2nd Softball Throw, 3rd Standing Long 
Jump, 3rd 50M Dash 

All-School Reunion:  At five year 

intervals, all former students and staff 

are encouraged to come together for an 

all-school reunion.  On August 14-15 

there will be opportunities for catching 

up with old friends, learning about 

changes at the school and programs, 

and enjoying recreational time in the 

community and at the Brown County 

Fair.  Look on our website and 

Facebook for information about this 

reunion. 

NSU Graduation Speaker Has Ties to 

SDSBVI:   Dr. Michael Bina, NSU 

distinguished alumni, was the invited 

commencement speaker at NSU’s 

spring graduation.  Dr. Bina, from New 

Effington, SD is currently the President 

of the Maryland School for the Blind.  He 

got his introduction to the blindness field 

when he taught swimming lessons at 

SDSBVI.  His speech included some 

unusual twists and will undoubtedly be 

remembered longer than most 

graduation speeches. 
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