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 RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

 Authorize South Dakota State University to name the new football stadium as the “Dana 
J. Dykhouse Stadium.” 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: II-C.2 
 

DATE: June 11-12, 2014 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: Naming Request – South Dakota State University  
 
 South Dakota State University requests approval to name the proposed new football 
stadium as the “Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium,” in recognition of pledged donations of $12,500,000 
towards the estimated $60 - $65,000,000 construction cost, approximately 21% of the total. That 
sum includes pledges from T. Denny Sanford ($10,000,000) and Mr. Dykhouse ($2,500,000). 

 Board Policy No. 1:27 (2) and (3) state the pertinent standards for naming a facility in 
conjunction with a donation: 

2. When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization 
where there is a gift to the institution, consideration shall be given to the following 
factors:  

A. the significance of the gift to the likely realization or success of a facility 
project or programmatic unit, based on the following guidelines:  

i. A name proposed for a new facility or a facility to be renovated 
so as to recognize a gift to the institution may be considered 
when the gift represents a substantial component of the 
projects' total cost.  

ii. A name proposed for an existing but presently untitled facility 
so as to recognize a gift to the institution may be considered 
when the gift represents a significant proportion of the value of 
the facility. 

iii. A name may be proposed for a programmatic unit to recognize 
an endowed gift to the institution if the gift is similar to 
donations received for comparable naming at peer institutions, 
provided that any associated endowment will be sufficient to 
sustain the program or a substantial portion of it, since the 
naming shall be in effect for the life of the program. 
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iv. If a fund raising drive or a contractual agreement may 
involving naming that is subject to Board approval, the Board 
must be apprised of such initiatives in advance.  

v. Before recommending a name in honor of an individual, 
corporate, or commercial entity, institutions must avoid any 
appearance of commercial influence or conflict of interest by 
taking additional due diligence. The naming for an individual 
associated with a corporation should be handled as any naming 
for an individual. 

… 

B. the urgency or need for the project or program, or continuing support for 
the program,  

C. the standing of the individual, family, or entity in the community or 
profession,  

D. the nature and duration of the relationship of the proposed honoree to the 
university. 

3. Prior to recommending to the Board the naming of a facility or programmatic unit 
for a person, family or organization, the president or superintendent shall have a 
reasonable assurance that:  

A. the proposed name will bring additional honor and distinction to the 
institution,  

B. the recognition implied by the naming is appropriate for the behavior 
exhibited by the individual, family, or organization, and  

C. any philanthropic commitments connected with the naming can be 
realized. 

The university recommends approval of the proposed names under these guidelines 
without hesitation or reserve.  Mr. Dykhouse was graduated by the university in 1979.  A 
member of the football team, Mr. Dykouse earned three letters and was an honorable mention 
all-conference defensive tackle in 1978.  A principal figure in the South Dakota banking 
industry, Mr. Dykhouse has a distinguished and varied history of public service and 
philanthropy.   His record of personal accomplishment and community service evidence not only 
his own intelligence and character but also underscore the quality of education provided by the 
university and standards conscience and commitment of its graduates.   

The gifts that have been made to the stadium project cover nearly one fifth of the total 
cost and provided the anchor for the overall financing structure.  The Board staff consulted with 
bond counsel and has received assurances that naming of the stadium in recognition of Mr. 
Dykhouse’s many contributions to the university and the state will present no private use issues 
under existing law.  


