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 RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Authorize the University of South Dakota to rename the Arthur M. Pardee Laboratory as 
the “Pardee-Estee Laboratory.” 
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DATE: June 11-12, 2014 
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SUBJECT: Naming Request – The University of South Dakota  
 
 The University of South Dakota School requests approval to proceed with naming 
arrangements to rename the Arthur M. Pardee Laboratory as the “Pardee-Estee Laboratory,” in 
honor of Dr. Charles R. Estee, who served the university for fifty years, from 1947 to 1997, in 
roles as varied as chemistry instructor, department chair, interim dean and chemical and 
hazardous waste control officer.  

Board Policy No. 1:27 (1) and (3) state the pertinent standards for naming: 
 

1. When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization where 
there is no gift, the proposed honoree shall have achieved distinction in one or more of 
the following ways:  

A. serving the university in an academic or administrative capacity with high 
distinction, or  

B. by contributing in other exceptional ways to the welfare and reputation of the 
university, to education, or to the community in general. 

 
2. Prior to recommending to the Board the naming of a facility or programmatic unit for a 

person, family or organization, the president or superintendent shall have a reasonable 
assurance that:  

 
A. the proposed name will bring additional honor and distinction to the 

institution,  
 

B. the recognition implied by the naming is appropriate for the behavior 
exhibited by the individual, family, or organization, and  

 
C. any philanthropic commitments connected with the naming can be realized. 
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The university recommends approval of the proposed names under these guidelines 
without hesitation or reserve.  Dr. Charles R. Estee came to the USD Chemistry Department on 
September 1, 1947. He taught general, physical and environmental chemistry and instituted, 
Chemical Literature, the department capstone course. He served as department chair from 1952 
to 1984, during which time he was instrumental in developing the Ph.D. program in Chemistry. 
In 1987-88 he served as Interim Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. After his retirement, 
the university honored him with the designation University Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
and in 1991 the Board of Regents named him Distinguished Professor Emeritus. He then became 
the Chemical and Hazardous Waste Control Officer until his second retirement in 1997 when the 
Board of Regents honored him with a special resolution for fifty years of dedicated and 
outstanding service to the South Dakota system of higher education.  

 
Renaming the chemistry building to the Pardee-Estee Laboratory would appropriately 

honor Dr. Estee's numerous, exemplary contributions and years of service to the University of 
South Dakota. The university has consulted with both the Pardee and the Estee families, and they 
agree to the renaming. 
 
 Because this facility is to be named for an individual faculty member, naming the 
structure in his honor presents neither immediate nor future private use concerns. 
 


