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SUBJECT: Update on Cengage 

Since the Regental system engaged in a contract with Pearson to facilitate the delivery of 
electronic resources available through their E-College platform (i.e., My Math Lab, My 
Foundations Lab, etc.), a number of other textbook providers have been making inquiries about 
similar arrangements in our system.  Most recently, Cengage has been marketing their MindTap 
tool to faculty in our system, noting that integration is available through Desire-to-Learn.  This 
integration would allow for single-sign-on capacity for faculty who wish to use the additional 
course content that is provided through that platform (i.e., quizzes, guided learning tools, 
interactive modules, video resources, etc.).   

To date the system has resisted extended dialogue with additional vendors while the 
System E-Text pilot project was underway under the guidance of the System E-Text Committee 
(which used textbook aggregators like CourseSmart and CourseLoad). While a final report will 
be forthcoming from that committee once data from the Spring 2014 semester become available, 
the initial direction being provided from this group is that there is limited interest in moving 
forward with textbook vendors to facilitate direct billing if the e-text is not further supported by 
additional instructional resources.  In those situations, providing students with multiple options 
may continue to be the most viable solution.   

 Within this context representatives took part in a demonstration of MindTap in late April 
and noted that the Regental system would be interested in assessing the integration capacity for 
their platform if faculty demonstrated interest in using the instructional materials supported by 
Cengage.  Following this meeting, representatives from the University College at SDSU 
indicated an interest in pursuing this option for the Fall 2014 semester for their Student Success 
courses.  To facilitate this request, RIS is working with Cengage to evaluate the feasibility for 
establishing the integration into the system D2L environment, and assess the contractual issues 
that exist for allowing access.  Additionally, if the pilot proceeds, this phase would not include 
the direct billing feature. Instead, it would require students to purchase the text from the 
bookstore and obtain the necessary access codes through that source.  This issue was discussed 
with the Council of Presidents & Superintendents and no issues were raised about establishing a 
pilot to assess the integration capacity between Cengage and the D2L system.  


