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This report provides a cloud-level overview of recent admissions data for the Regental 
system.  Basic data are presented with respect to applications, acceptances, admissions, 
admission groups, and placement in remedial coursework. 



ATTACHMENT I     2 

 *** Special Data Analysis *** 
 

 Admission to the  
Regental System 

 
 

 
 

With its broad educational mission set in state law, South Dakota’s public university system 
operates a host of doctoral, professional, master’s, bachelor’s, and associate’s degree programs, 
several certificate and continuing education programs, and a number of collaborative and community 
education offerings.  Consequently, the university system must be accessible to students with a wide 
range of educational backgrounds and professional aspirations.  With this diversity of needs in mind, 
this report offers a review of recent admission data for the system’s six universities. 
 
 
 
Applicants and Admission Rates 
 
Any student’s enrollment in college begins with an application.  SDBOR’s six universities use a common 
application form that allows prospective students to select the Regental institution(s) that will receive her 
or his application information.1   
 
Table 1 summarizes data on student applications, acceptances, and enrollments at SDBOR institutions 
over the three most recent years.2   These data show that approximately 90.3 percent of applicants to 
Regental institutions are accepted for admission.  Of those who are admitted, roughly half (47.5 percent) 
ultimately enroll; this “yield rate” varies from a low of 40.4 percent at NSU to a high of 52.2 percent at 
SDSU. 
 

 
 
                                                 
1 Applicants are assessed a $20 application fee for each university to which they apply (as a degree-seeking student). 
Regental applications are processed at a central facility (the Enrollment Services Center) in Vermillion.   
2 Source: IPEDS Data Center, USDOE National Center for Education Statistics.  Data refer to applications by first-
time, degree-seeking, undergraduate applicants only.   

Institution
Number 
Applied

Number 
Admitted

Acceptance 
Rate

Number 
Admitted

Number 
Enrolled

Yield 
Rate

BHSU 4,298 3,932 91.5% 3,932 1,868 47.5%
DSU 2,182 1,964 90.0% 1,964 980 49.9%
NSU 3,327 3,065 92.1% 3,065 1,238 40.4%
SDSMT 3,081 2,764 89.7% 2,764 1,316 47.6%
SDSU 14,002 12,849 91.8% 12,849 6,711 52.2%
USD 10,182 8,899 87.4% 8,899 3,780 42.5%
SDBOR 37,072 33,473 90.3% 33,473 15,893 47.5%

Applications to the Regental System
2010-11 through 2012-13 (Combined)

Table 1
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Admission Groups 
 
In general, the six universities in the Regental system observe a common set of admission criteria.  For 
bachelor’s degree-seeking applicants, these criteria can be reduced to two main areas:3  
 

1) Meeting minimum course requirements (or) demonstrating alternate competency  
 
AND 
 
2) Ranking in the top 60 percent of one’s high school graduating class (or) obtaining an ACT 
composite score of 18 or higher (or) obtaining  a high school GPA of 2.6 or higher 

 
Several sets of alternative requirements may come into play depending on a given applicant’s academic 
background and intended degree.  For example, students who intend to pursue an associate’s degree need 
not satisfy the first required area above (i.e., need not meet minimum course requirements).  Likewise, 
separate admission requirements are spelled out for home-schooled students, non-traditional students, and 
transfer students.  Further, some degree programs stipulate certain prerequisites beyond those required for 
general admission to the university.4  Universities also are at liberty to admit a limited number of 
associate’s and bachelor’s “exception” students who do not meet regular admission requirements.   
 
Based on these various admission categories, all entering degree-seeking undergraduates are assigned one 
of nine possible admission codes; these codes reflect the specific category of admission requirements that 
was met in order to enroll.  Table 2 shows counts of SDBOR admission groups for Fall 2010 through Fall 
2012 (combined).5  Data indicate that 96.5 percent of incoming freshmen are admitted after fully meeting 
a set of admission requirements; only 3.5 percent are admitted through the “exception” process. 
 

 
                                                 
3 These are summaries only; complete requirements are given in BOR Policy 2.3. 
4 Examples include selected nursing, pharmacy, education, and engineering programs. 
5 Source: SDBOR Minimum Progression Standards Report datasets; data refer to all degree-seeking undergraduate 
freshmen. 

BHSU DSU NSU SDSMT SDSU USD Total Percent
ACC  - Met baccalaureate reqs for high school 
graduates

2,344 1,246 1,284 1,662 8,486 4,575 19,597 77.5%

ACL  - Transferred <24 hours; met baccalaureate 
reqs for high school graduates

341 179 153 64 653 559 1,949 7.7%

ACM  - Transferred ≥24 hours; met all 
institutional reqs

226 164 81 59 359 295 1,184 4.7%

ACJ  - Met associate requirements for high school 
graduates; did not meet all baccalaureate reqs

197 2 145 0 192 141 677 2.7%

ACN  - Met admission reqs for non-traditional 
students (age 25+) required by institution

214 57 32 0 145 217 665 2.6%

AC3  - Baccalaureate exception group; did not 
meet baccalaureate reqs

104 17 0 8 157 184 470 1.9%

ACX  - Associate's exception group; did not meet 
associate's reqs

29 90 126 0 126 42 413 1.6%

ACG  - Met reqs for non-high school graduates 
(GED/home-schooled students)

107 6 56 4 21 76 270 1.1%

ISIS  - Admitted before standardized admission 
codes were initiated

10 3 7 3 21 21 65 0.3%

Total 3,572 1,764 1,884 1,800 10,160 6,110 25,290 100.0%

Fall 2010 through Fall 2012 (Combined)

Table 2.
Regental Freshmen by Admission Group

http://sdbor.edu/policy/2-Academic_Affairs/documents/2-3.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2013/December/CommA/I_C.pdf
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Despite not meeting all admission requirements at the time of application, most students 
admitted as part of Regental exception groups find success once enrolled.  “Minimum 
progression” benchmarks offer one means of evaluating students’ academic performance during 
the first semester of college.  As stated in BOR policy, Regental students must maintain a GPA 
of 2.0 to remain eligible for continued enrollment in the university system.  Students maintaining 
a GPA at or above 2.0 are considered to be in academic “good standing.”   
 
Table 3 (below) shows first-semester minimum progression outcomes for two groups of students: 
1) students admitted under one of the regular admission groups, and 2) students admitted under 
one of the two exception groups.6  These data show that, across the system, 63.4 percent of 
exception group students held a GPA of 2.0 after the first semester of enrollment; this figure 
compares to 78.5 percent of student admitted under regular processes.  Both rates varied 
somewhat by institution. 
 

 
 
 
 
Remediation  
 
Regardless of a student’s admission group, remedial coursework may be necessary.  Remedial 
placement is determined largely by students’ ACT scores.  Students earning less than an 18 on 
the ACT English subtest are designated for corresponding remedial work, as are students scoring 
below 20 on the ACT mathematics subtest.  Although applicants may be admitted with exam 
scores below these thresholds, students are barred from enrolling in credit-bearing courses in 
these respective subject areas (i.e., English and/or mathematics) until remediation requirements 
are satisfied. 
 
 

                                                 
6 Source: SDBOR Minimum Progression Standards Report datasets; data refer to all degree-seeking undergraduate 
freshmen. 

Good 
Standing

not Good 
Standing Total

Percent 
GS

Good 
Standing

not Good 
Standing Total

Percent 
GS

BHSU 2,582 857 3,439 75.1% 89 44 133 66.9%
DSU 1,284 373 1,657 77.5% 62 45 107 57.9%
NSU 1,322 436 1,758 75.2% 69 57 126 54.8%
SDSMT 1,472 320 1,792 82.1% 4 4 8 50.0%
SDSU 7,589 2,288 9,877 76.8% 185 98 283 65.4%
USD 4,904 980 5,884 83.3% 151 75 226 66.8%
SDBOR 19,153 5,254 24,407 78.5% 560 323 883 63.4%

Table 3.
Progression of Freshman Students by Admission Group

Fall 2010 through Fall 2012 (Combined)
Exception GroupsRegular Admission

http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2013/December/CommA/I_C.pdf
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Table 4 below offers a glimpse at remedial placements in the university system over the most 
recent three-year period.7  Over this time, n=8,482 South Dakota high school graduates entered 
the university system, 28.2 percent of whom were designated for remedial coursework in English 
or mathematics.  Placement in remedial mathematics (23.3 percent of students) was somewhat 
more common than placement in remedial English (13.1 percent of students).  Remedial 
placements tended to be highest at BHSU (44.3 percent) and lowest at SDSMT (3.7 percent).  
Though not displayed in this table, the overall placement rate (in English or mathematics) has 
fallen by roughly one percentage point in each of the three most recent years: 29.6 percent in 
2010, 28.4 percent in 2011, and 27.4 percent in 2012. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Course outcomes data suggest that students completing remedial coursework in the Regental 
system tend to perform well in subsequent general education coursework.  A 2013 analysis of 
course grade data found that 61.5 percent of students who previously had completed a remedial 
math course earned a grade of C or higher in MATH 102 (College Algebra), compared with 67.6 
percent of students entering MATH 102 directly.8  Likewise, 76.6 percent of post-remedial 
students earned a grade of C or higher in ENGL 101 (Composition I), compared with 76.4 
percent of non-remedial students.  These data provide strong evidence for the effectiveness of 
Regental remedial course delivery. 
 
 

                                                 
7 Source: SDBOR High School Transition Report datasets; data refer to all first-time, full-time, degree-seeking 
students graduating from an in-state high school the previous spring. 
8 This project involved the analysis of n=10,872 enrollment records from general education courses in FY2013.  The 
analysis examined student achievement at one point in time (i.e., entry-level general education enrollments in 
FY2013) and then stepped backward to disaggregate general education outcomes according to students’ paths to that 
coursework.  In other words, the analysis compared the success of 1) “non-remedial” and 2) “post-remedial” 
students in subsequent GE coursework.  For purposes of this analysis, the “post-remedial” group included those 
students who had successfully completed ENGL 031/032/033 or MATH 021/095/101. 

BHSU DSU NSU SDSMT SDSU USD SDBOR
n Entering Cohort 1,031 591 687 573 3,662 1,938 8,482

English Remedial Placement (n) 223 121 140 15 420 195 1,114
English Remedial Placement (%) 21.6% 20.5% 20.4% 2.6% 11.5% 10.1% 13.1%

Math Remedial Placement (n) 379 199 244 7 773 376 1,978
Math Remedial Placement (%) 36.8% 33.7% 35.5% 1.2% 21.1% 19.4% 23.3%

English (or) Math Remedial Placement (n) 457 237 286 21 934 460 2,395
English (or) Math Remedial Placement (%) 44.3% 40.1% 41.6% 3.7% 25.5% 23.7% 28.2%

Fall 2010 through Fall 2012 (Combined)
Remedial Placement of SD High School Graduates

Table 4.

http://sdbor.edu/mediapubs/highschool/documents/2012HighSchoolTransitionReport.pdf

