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BHSU earns prestigious AACSB accreditation 

 
Black Hills State University has earned 

international accreditation of its business 
administration, professional accountancy 
and MBA programs by recent 
action of the board of directors 
of the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB) International. 

BHSU joins an elite 
group of institutions that have 
achieved business accreditation 
from AACSB International. Only 
694 schools of business, or less than 
5 percent worldwide, have earned this 
distinguished hallmark of excellence. 

“This prestigious accreditation for our 
business programs is a testament to the 
high-quality, innovative academic programs 

and the dynamic learning community that 
exists throughout our campus,” BHSU 

President Kay Schallenkamp says. 
“Earning this esteemed accreditation, 

which is recognized throughout 
the nation and the world, brings 
additional recognition for 
BHSU and will also enhance 
employment opportunities 
for our graduates. I express 

my appreciation and thanks to 
all of the faculty and staff who 

have collaborated to achieve this 
accreditation.” 

AACSB accreditation places the Black 
Hills State University School of Business 
among the best business schools in the world 
according to Dr. Priscilla Romkema, dean of 

the College of Business and Natural Sciences. 
“This recognition provides us with a 

competitive edge in the marketplace and 
demonstrates our collective long-term 
commitment to academic excellence,” says 
Romkema. “Earning AACSB accreditation 
demonstrates to students, parents, community 
leaders, and the public at large that the faculty 
and staff in the School of Business at BHSU are 
committed to delivering high-quality business 
programs.” 

Founded in 1916, AACSB International 
is the longest serving global accrediting 
body for business schools that offer bachelor, 
master, and doctorate degrees in business and 
accounting. 
 

To learn more visit 
www.BHSU.edu/AACSB 

 
BHSU alum produces the Olympic Closing Ceremony 

 
The Sochi Olympic Games Closing 

Ceremony, one of the largest single shows ever 
produced, put a spotlight on Russian culture 
and heritage. It was an epic celebration – 
exactly the result Michael Shann had planned. 

Shann, a 1970 Black Hills State University 
graduate, returned to his hometown of 
Spearfish for a visit this week after spending 
months in Russia producing the finale to the 
XXII Winter Olympic Games. 

On Feb. 23, sitting in one of four control 
booths, one floor above Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s box, Shann was able to see 
his months of work seamlessly come together 
in a show featuring 3,500 performers, 2,000 of 
them children, fireworks, elaborate scenery 

 
including flying boat, and even a little humor. 
The finale featured a jab at the much talked 
about technical malfunction of the Opening 
Ceremony in which the fifth Olympic ring 
failed to open. In the Closing, dancers formed 
the Olympic rings, but one group momentarily 
remained in a small circle before broadening 
out to form the full ring – a humorous 
reference to the opening glitch. 

“It was very exciting,”Shann said of 
watching the live show. “It’s the same feeling 
you have when you watch a play on the 
(BHSU) Woodburn Stage that you’ve worked 
on - just a little bit bigger. You want it to all go 
right, and you want the audience to like it.” 

Shann succeeded in his goal. The Closing 

 
Ceremony had nearly 50 million television 
viewers worldwide with all or a portion of the 
more than two-hour show broadcast in over 80 
countries. “It was wonderful. The worldwide 
response was very positive.” 

Shann, who graduated with a degree in 
education with a drama and history emphasis, 
has come a long way since directing 
productions on the BHSU stage. For more 
than two decades, Shann, who now lives in 
Minneapolis, worked with the Walt Disney 
Company, managing major Disney projects 
throughout the United States and Japan. He 
has worked on several other large spectaculars 
including Disney film premieres, a Super Bowl 
 

Continued on page 2 
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including Disney film premieres, a Super Bowl 
and the Tokyo Disneyland 10th Anniversary 
celebration. 

His connections as a producer for the 
Walt Disney Company are what brought him 
to Russia last fall. Six of his former Disney 
colleagues also worked on the Sochi shows. 
“My 20 years of experience as a producer, and 
executive, with The Walt Disney Company 
plus experience producing live shows and 
events in over 30 countries played a part in me 
getting this opportunity,” Shann said noting 
that the opportunity allowed him to work with 
some of the most creative minds in the world 
including Closing Ceremony artistic director 
Daniele Finzi Pasca. The Italian director and 
screenwriter gained worldwide success with 
such productions as “Corteo” for Cirque 
du Soleil and “Requiem by Verdi” for the 
Mariinsky Theatre. 

He spent six months in Russia preparing 
for the finale. From October to December, 
Shann was in Moscow working with the 
Russian Ceremonies Staging Agency. The 
work he did in the Russian capital involved 
overseeing the construction bids for sets and 
scenery, establishing budgets, recording, and 
completing models and designs. 

Because of Shann’s busy schedule he was 
only able to take in one Olympic competition 
- speed skating; however, he did see several of 
the medal ceremonies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black Hills State University alum Michael Shann’s connections as a producer for the Walt Disney 
Company are what brought him to Russia last fall to produce the Olympic Winter Games Closing 
Ceremony. Shann is pictured in Fisht Stadium with a few of his former colleagues who also worked 
on the Winter Games. Pictured, left to right are Dave Nuckolls, VP of Production for FiveCurrents; 
Shann; Greg Fox, segment producer for both the Opening and Closing Ceremonies; and Tom 
Bisignano, producer of the Opening Ceremony. 

 

BHSU exhibit features 20 years of student photographs 
 

For two decades, the imagination and creativity of Black 
Hills State University student photographers have produced 
hundreds of amazing images. Annually, BHSU exhibits these 
images during a Spring Student Photography Exhibition. 
In celebration of the 20th anniversary of this exhibition, 
the BHSU photography program displayed photos from its 
Permanent Photography Collection in the University’s Ruddell 
Gallery. 

The Permanent Photography Collection consists of more 
than 300 images from former BHSU photography students 
collected during the past two decades. The exhibit will 
include many genres and types of photographs ranging from 
historic non-silver processes to experimental digital and silver- 
based images. The subject matter is as wide ranging as are the 
styles and themes presented in the exhibition, Babbitt said. 

“I always get a great deal of enjoyment from curating an 
alumni exhibition,” said Jerry Rawlings, assistant professor 
of mass communication/photography. “It is a reminder to 
me of former students and old friends who have moved on 
from BHSU. Viewing this body of work reminds me of the 
vast variety of work that our students produce and makes me 
proud to have been their teacher. Their photography ensures 
that they will always be remembered.” 

The Ruddell Gallery is located on the second floor of the 
David B. Miller Yellow Jacket Student Union and is open 
during the Union’s regular business hours. All shows are free 
of charge. 
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BHSU achieves Silver STARS rating for sustainability performance 

 
 

The Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education has awarded Black 
Hills State University a STARS Silver 
Rating for its continued commitment 
to sustainability, making it the first 
university in South Dakota to be 
recognized with the international 
distinction. 

The announcement comes after 
BHSU successfully completed the 
Sustainability Tracking Assessment 
and Rating System (STARS) report 
which includes data collected in 
four main categories: academics, 
engagement, operations, planning and 
administration. 

STARS is a transparent, 
self-reporting framework for colleges 
and universities to measure their 
sustainability performance. 

“This achievement is a testament 
to a team effort across campus 
departments,” according to BHSU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jared Capp, of Pangea Designs in Spearfish, demonstrates the benefits of straw-bale construction 
during BHSU’s Earth Day celebration. The celebration also included the announcement of the 
University’s STARS Silver rating which recognizes BHSU’s continued commitment to sustainability. 
BHSU is the first university in South Dakota to be recognized with the international distinction. 

President Kay Schallenkamp. “The 
STARS rating takes a holistic view of 
our campus environment and highlights 
the fact that each of us has a role to 

play in the greater system of campus 
sustainability. We should all be proud of 
this accomplishment.” 

BHSU is the first South Dakota 
University to report, furthering 
its legacy as a regional leader in 
sustainability. BHSU was also the 
first University in the state to join 
the American College and University 
President’s Climate Commitment. The Hive at BHSU earns green certification 

 
BHSU dining services 

was recently notified that 
The Hive, the campus 
dining facility, and The 
Buzz Shack, a coffee and 
snack shop, have both 
been designated as 2 Star 
Certified Green Restaurants 
by the Green Restaurant 
Association (GRA.) 

BHSU is the first 
University and only the 
third location in the state 
to achieve this designation, 
according to Bob Dooley, 
director of dining services. 
Carver Café at Xanterra 

 
Some of the items noted in the 

report include: 
• Academics – Master of Science 

in Sustainability and numerous 
undergraduate programs 
with sustainability learning 
outcomes. 

• Research - A high percentage of 
faculty and staff are engaging 
in sustainability research and 
the university provides 
programs to encourage student 
sustainability research. 

• Campus and Community 
Engagement - A large number 
of co-curricular sustainability 
programs and initiatives 
available to students and the 
community. 

Parks & Resorts at Mt. 
Rushmore and the Cedar 
Pass Lodge Restaurant in 
Interior are the other two 
Certified Green Restaurants 
in South Dakota. 

The University’s dining services was recently notified that 
The Hive, the campus dining facility, and The Buzz Shack, 
a coffee and snack shop, have both been designated as 
2 Star Certified Green Restaurants by the Green 
Restaurant Association (GRA.) 

• Operations – Greenhouse gas 
analysis, energy efficiency 
improvements, air quality 
monitoring, diverting waste 
from the landfill through 
recycling and composting, and 

The GRA awards points in seven categories: water efficiency, waste reduction 
and recycling, sustainable furnishings and building materials, sustainable food, 
energy, disposables, and chemical and pollution reduction. 

The University also has a community garden, started in 2008, that produces a 
variety of vegetables used in the campus dining facility. 

For more information on BHSU’s sustainability initiatives see 
BHSU.edu/GoGreen. 

green product purchases. 
• Planning and Administration – 

Leadership in campus through 
the Sustainability Committee 
and Sustainability Coordinator, 
formal plans for continued 
improvement. 
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BHSU students exchange Irish tradition for Indian tradition 
 

Thousands of people dressed in green 
and ate corned beef and cabbage to 
commemorate St. Patrick’s Day, but a group 
of Black Hills State University humanities 
students discussed Indian history, politics 
and other elements of the Southeast Asian 
culture. 

The University Center-Rapid City 
humanities class shared the Indian experience 
as part of their participation in the National 
Endowment for the Arts Big Read. Since last 
fall, BHSU and the Spearfish community have 
been bringing the culture of India to the Black 
Hills through exhibits, foreign films, lectures, 
demonstrations and book discussions as 

 
part of the year-long nationwide literature 
program. 

Spearfish was one of 77 communities 
throughout the nation selected to participate 
in The Big Read, a program designed to 
revitalize the role of literature in American 
culture and to encourage citizens to read for 
pleasure and enlightenment. The community- 
wide celebration kicked off last September 
with the introduction of “The Namesake” by 
Jhumpa Lahiri. 

Dr. Parthasarathi Nag, BHSU associate 
professor of mathematics from India, started 
the event by sharing an overview of Indian 
history and politics highlighting the complex 

 
political challenges of India with its shared 
borders in a politically restless region. 

After the meal and music, students 
wore latex gloves and painted their hands 
in intricate Mehndi designs. The celebratory 
henna painting is especially popular with 
Indian women on their wedding day. 

 
 
Students showcase solar cell research at Pierre Poster Session 

 
Black Hills State University students 

Kathryn McHenry, chemistry and chemistry 
education major from Cheyenne, Wyo., and 
Ashley Wingert, chemistry major from Custer, 
were among the 13 college and university 
students exhibiting their research last week 
during the Legislative Poster Session at the 
State Capitol. 

McHenry and Wingert’s research, under 
the direction of Dr. Dan Asunskis, assistant 
professor of chemistry, involves the study and 
development of materials for solar cells. The 
students are currently looking at cadmium 

telluride, a semiconductor with great potential 
as an optical material. The students synthesize 
and process the cadmium telluride at BHSU 
and solar cells made from these materials are 
measured for device efficiency. 

A second focus of McHenry and Wingert’s 
project is the development of research 
experiments for incorporation into the 
undergraduate curriculum. The experiments 
transform the undergraduate lab into a 
modern research and development experience 
where the results aren’t predetermined and the 
students have more experimental freedom. 

The Pierre Poster Session, in its 17th year, 
honors select South Dakota undergraduates for 
their interdisciplinary research and highlights 
both the state’s investment in research and 
research collaborations across the state. The 
session is co-sponsored by the Research Affairs 
Council of the South Dakota Board of Regents 
and the South Dakota EPSCoR Office. 

This project is one of many underway 
that gives BHSU students the opportunity to 
participate in faculty-mentored research on 
issues that have national and international 
impact. 

 
 
 

BHSU celebrates Native culture during American Indian Awareness Week 
 

The theme of Black Hills State 
University’s week-long celebration of 
Native culture was “Earth is Sacred; 
Honor our Mother” which focused 
on environmental concerns and drew 
participants from a four-state region. 

The celebration is dedicated to 
educating the community about American 
Indian culture, and featured daily 
speakers and a variety of events at BHSU. 

Events focused on environmental 
concerns as well as water rights and 
issues surrounding and affecting Native 
American communities. 

 

 
Black Hills State University celebrated 
American Indian Awareness Week and held 
the 31st Annual Lakota Omniciye Wacipi. 
The annual powwow brings dancers from all 
over the region to compete in a variety of 
categories. 
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BHSU sustainability courses inspire graduate student 
to create clean water project in Tanzania 

 
It was after reading the book “The Boy 

Who Harnessed The Wind” – a true story of 
a young African boy who built a windmill 
from junkyard scraps in order to help feed his 
village – that Greg Wilson knew he wanted to 
work in renewable energy. But it was through 
his courses as a graduate student in the 
Black Hills State University Master of 
Sustainability program that he was inspired to 
do much more. 

Wilson is in the process of starting 
Luminating, Inc., a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to improving water quality for the 
1.1 billion people who lack access to clean 
drinking water. Through his nonprofit, Wilson 
will design, build, install and educate people 
about water purification systems. His first 
project is near Arusha, Tanzania, where nearly 
half of the population lacks clean drinking 
water. 

Through his courses in sustainability, 
Wilson learned about the many people around 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wilson is currently working for a company that repairs and maintains wind turbines around the 
world. He travels all over the world to do inspections and analyses on the 300-foot wind towers. 

the world that lack clean water. 
Wilson is in the process of incorporating 

the nonprofit and plans to be ready for his 
first project in Africa by next January. He 
anticipates spending two months in Tanzania. 

“Purifying water is simple but to develop a 
system that is robust and one that they can 
understand and maintain is the difficult part. 
I have to learn about their culture for me to 
teach them anything about purifying water.” 

By focusing on the local culture and native 
materials, the water purification systems will 
be a sustainable solution that will provide 
clean water for years to come, he said. 

 
 

BHSU students honored with John T. Vucurevich scholarships 
 

Twenty-seven Black Hills State University 
students were recently honored as John 
T. Vucurevich scholars including Melissa 
Barnard, theatre major from Rapid City, and 
Jillian Draine, biology and chemistry major 
from Spearfish, who are this year’s Presidential 
Scholars. 

Recipients of the Vucurevich Presidential 
Scholar Award are nominated by faculty and 
staff and are among the best and brightest 
students at BHSU entering their junior year. 

BHSU students receiving a Vucurevich 
Math and Science Scholarship include: Morgan 
Larson, pre-nursing major from Mitchell; 
Kennedy McClausland, exercise science 
major from Box Elder; Kristin Rath, chemistry 
education major from Canton; Kylee Lerback, 
pre-nursing major from Rapid City; Shane 
O’Brien, math education major from Rapid 
City; Aaron Schone, biology major from 
Rapid City; Jayce Marks, math and science 
education major from Rapid City; Nick Olson, 
math education major from Spearfish; Maria 
Steckline, math major from Sturgis; Kayla 
Marquardt, exercise science major from 

Canistota; Jaylen Osborne, applied health 
sciences major from Sturgis; Amy Weiers, 
Project SECOND graduate students from 
Rapid City; Colin Weinzirl, math major from 
Sturgis; Michael Birkeland, math and science 
education major from Rapid City; Emma Crim, 
math education major from Belle Fourche; 
Hayley Hansen, biology major from Beresford; 
Katelynne Blades, biology major from Sioux 
Falls; Mandi Decker, math education major 
from Frankfort; Genetie Hendrix, biology 
major from Sturgis; Paige Brink, exercise 
science major from Union Center; Kylie Farrar, 
biology education major from Rapid City; 
Alissa Humphrey-Iverson, biology major from 
Spearfish; Samantha Christensen, biology 
major from Wall; Jordan Frost, exercise science 
major from Rapid City; and Alexandra Hurdel, 
math and science education major from Rapid 
City. 

These scholarships were made 
possible thanks to the generosity of the 
John T. Vucurevich Foundation. The late 
philanthropist grew up in Lead, where 
he learned the value of hard work, telling 

the truth, the need for 
keeping sound 
spiritual values, and 
the importance of 
helping those persons 
less fortunate. He felt 
that community service 
was very important 
and served in both the 
South Dakota House 
of Representatives and 
Senate, and was also 
an active supporter of 
higher education. He 
was a successful banker, 
and his success allowed 
him to create the John T. 
Vucurevich Foundation 
to carry out his goal 
“to make a piece of the 
world a brighter place.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jillian Draine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Barnard 
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Spearfish student awarded full ride Nelson Scholarship 

 
Born and raised in Spearfish, high school senior Sam Hintgen 

has always loved growing up in the Black Hills. As the recipient of 
the Black Hills State University 2014 Joseph F. and Martha P. Nelson 
Scholarship he will continue his education in his hometown and at a 
University that is close to his heart. 

Hintgen, who plans to major in biology with a goal of going 
into the medical field, joins the elite ranks of Nelson Scholars at 
BHSU. He was selected based on his outstanding academic and 
extracurricular achievements at Spearfish High School as well as his 
leadership abilities, integrity and responsibility. 

The full-ride Nelson scholarship is awarded yearly at BHSU to a 
high school graduate who is beginning their University education. 

Hintgen said he is honored to receive the Nelson Scholarship 
noting that he can now solely focus on his studies. While he is 
not sure what area of medicine he will pursue, Hintgen has been 
shadowing Spearfish general surgeon Dr. Steven A. Giuseffi. 

Hintgen has been a member of the “A” honor roll, recipient 
of academic letters and has been active in a variety of school and 
community organizations. 

Aside from excelling academically, Hintgen is an outstanding 
athlete competing in football, cross country and track and field. 

The other Nelson scholar currently enrolled at BHSU is Cassidy 
Kotelman, biology major from Brookings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spearfish High School senior Sam Hintgen is this year’s recipient of the 
Joseph F. and Martha P. Nelson Scholarship. Hintgen recently met with 
Dr. Charlie Lamb, professor of biology and chair of the School of Natural 
Sciences, and BHSU President Kay Schallenkamp. 

 
 
 
 

BHSU business students earn recognition for presentation and 
service projects at National Enactus Exposition 

 
The Black Hills State University Enactus team, competing with 

more than 200 colleges and universities, advanced to the second round 
of competition during the Enactus National Exposition earlier this 
month in Cincinnati. 

The team presented its trophy to Dr. Priscilla Romkema, dean of 
the College of Business and Natural Sciences, recently. 

Enactus is an international nonprofit organization comprised of 
a community of student, academic and business leaders who use the 
power of entrepreneurial action to transform lives and shape a better 
more sustainable world. 

 

 
 
 

The Black Hills State University Enactus team recently presented its 
trophy from the national competition to Dr. Priscilla Romkema, dean of 
the College of Business and Natural Sciences. Pictured left to right, Laura 
Redle, professional accountancy major from Sheridan, Wyo.; Shelby 
Best, mass communication major from Joseph City, Ariz.; Ann Wilken, 
education major from Meadow; Katrina Schrader, business administration 
– human resources major from Johnsburg, Ill.; Romkema; Becca Ellis, 
professional accountancy major from Rock Rapids, Iowa; Jesus Ramos, 
graphic design communication major from Spearfish; Abbey Van 
Steenwyk, business administration – accounting major from Sturgis; Sarah 
Coomes, business administration – accounting major from Rapid City; and 
Justin Bachelor, biology major from White River. 
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SD CEO and Goldcorp-Wharf Resources partner on new 
educational series to develop women’s leadership skills 

 
The South Dakota Center for Enterprise Opportunity (SD CEO) at Black Hills State University, in partnership with Goldcorp-Wharf Resources, 

presents the inaugural Women in Leadership Series: Focusing on the Future. 
This personalized professional development opportunity offers women from diversified industries the unique opportunity to increase their 

leadership skills, develop leadership strategies, and enhance their leadership styles. 
The kick-off event will be held Wednesday, June 11 at the University Center-Rapid City from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Four mini-sessions will follow: 

July 9; Aug. 13; Sept. 10; and Oct. 8, each from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; with the series concluding at the SD CEO 5th Annual Women’s Business 
Conference Friday, Oct. 24. 

Topics will be tailored for participants and will include: The Emotional Edge to Emotional Intelligence; Myths and Benefits of Budgeting; 
Business Ethics: A Global Perspective; Squalls and Gales: Weathering Change; Leading with Vision for the Future; and De-Escalating Verbal 
Conflict. 

 
 
 

BHSU students take home awards, including 
two firsts, in state singing competition 

 
 

Two Black Hills State University music students placed in the recent 
South Dakota National Association of Teachers of Singing Competition 
(SD NATS) including Kirk Hauck, music and psychology major from 
Spearfish, who earned first in two categories. 

Hauck placed first in the junior men’s division and the musical 

 
 
 
BHSU marketing 
students use 
classroom learning 
to impact local 

theatre men’s division. Megan Allen, vocal music education major from 
Rapid City, placed fourth in the freshmen women’s division 

More than 100 students from six universities competed in the 
annual competition held in Vermillion this year. BHSU had 13 student 
singers compete. 

 
Kirk Hauck and Megan 
Allen placed in the 
recent South Dakota 
National Association 
of Teachers of Singing 
Competition. 

community 
 
 

Black Hills State University 
students in Dr. Wei Song’s integrated 
marketing communication class this 
semester had the opportunity to 
blend theory and their coursework 

BHSU music student and faculty member use Sanford 
Underground Lab as inspiration for compositions 

 
Composers can find inspiration in nearly anything, a 

world event, book, past composers or a unique sound. 
Black Hills State University student Jesse Dunaway and 
music professor Dr. Symeon Waseen are digging a little 
deeper for their inspiration – nearly a mile underground. 

Dunaway, music major from Rapid City, and Waseen, 
assistant professor of music, are creating compositions 
focusing on different facets of the Sanford Underground 

into a practical learning experience. 
However, their projects also had a larger 
purpose – to make a contribution to the 
surrounding community. 

Song has strived to combine 
experiential learning opportunities for 
her students while creating community 
partnerships. The students recently 
presented marketing plans to three local 
organizations: the Sanford Underground 
Research Facility and the Handley 
Recreation Center, both in Lead, and the 
local ROTC. 

Research Facility in Lead and its former life as a gold Jesse Dunaway, Dr. Symeon 
mine. The music program is just the latest in collaborations music major from Waseen, BHSU 
between BHSU and the Sanford Lab that include a variety 
of disciplines. 

“Composers are always searching for new sources 

Rapid City assistant 
professor of 
music 

of inspiration, and the Sanford Lab project will be an exciting way to blend the 
musical arts with local history 
and cutting-edge science,” Waseen said. 

Waseen and Dunaway are currently working on compositions which they will perform 
this fall. 

Both Dunaway and Waseen said it has been amazing to work on such a culturally 
and scientifically significant project. 
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BHSU graduate 
discovers passion 
for research 

As a psychology major at Black 
Hills State University, Kaitlin Schneider 
devoted much of her time to research 
and other experiential learning projects 
– opportunities that helped her to apply 
her classroom learning to the process of 
discovery. 

“I really have found a love for 
research,” Schneider said. “When things 
that you are supposed to do in a classroom 
for homework become your hobby, I think 
you have to pursue it.” 

Schneider, who started her collegiate 
career while still a senior at Sturgis Brown 
High School, has spent the last several 
years involved in a variety of research 

BHSU students honored for research 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kaitlin Schneider, psychology major from Sturgis 

projects. 
Schneider plans to continue her 

research on stress reduction and how 
art, specifically drawing, affects people. 
During her time as a BHSU undergraduate, 
Schneider has been involved with several 
research projects, two of which she recently 
presented at the National Conference for 
Undergraduate Research in Lexington, 
Ky.: “Distinguishing the Meditative 
Benefits of Drawing Within and Without 
Borders on Acute Stress Levels” and 
“Drawing for 15 Minutes Prior to a Police 
Lineup Identification Task May Enhance 
Eyewitness Accuracy.” 

She received the top undergraduate 
oral presentation at the Black Hills 
Research Symposium (BHRS) for her 

Four BHSU students were recently 
honored for their outstanding research projects 
at the 16th Annual Black Hills Research 
Symposium. 

Nearly 30 students took part in the two-
day interdisciplinary symposium that featured 
poster displays and presentations highlighting 
the undergraduate research projects. This 
year research projects from the following 
disciplines were included in the symposium: 
biology, chemistry, biochemistry, science 
education, physics, psychology, music, 
English, political science, history, speech, 
sociology, education. 

The BHSU Research Symposium began in 
1995 when three faculty members met to create 

an event in which exceptional BHSU students 
from a variety of disciplines could showcase 
their unique research projects. The symposium, 
which remains true to its roots with a variety 
of topics from several academic disciplines, 
gives students unique opportunities to work 
closely with a faculty mentor in developing a 
research project suitable for presentation. 

Dr. Kelly Bricker, interim chair and 
associate professor at the University of Utah 
in the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, presented the keynote symposium 
address, “Sustainable Tourism – A system for 
positive change.” 

research on the meditative benefits of 
drawing, and used that same research as 
her capstone project for her University 
Honors Program. Schneider is also a 
student research assistant working with 
Dr. Mary Caton-Rosser, assistant professor 
of mass communication, and Dr. Bobbi 
Looney, assistant professor of management, 
on the benefits of integrating social media 
into the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BHSU student Kaitlin Schneider, 
psychology major from Sturgis, with 
Dr. Aris Karagiorgakis, BHSU assistant 
professor of psychology, during the 
National Conference for Undergraduate 
Research in Lexington, Ky. 

Students participate in national 
research conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twelve Black Hills State University students recently traveled to the University of Kentucky 
in Lexington to present their research at the 2014 National Conference on Undergraduate 
Research. Students presented research on the subjects of chemistry, biology, psychology, 
sociology, political science, education and Interdisciplinary studies. 
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BHSU and Spearfish library collaboration honored by IRS 

 
The Grace Balloch Memorial Library 

was recently honored by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) for its 10 years of 
dedication as a Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) site. For the past decade, 
the library has been collaborating with 
Black Hills State University to provide tax 
assistance to primarily low income and 
elderly individuals. 

During tax season, BHSU students 
taking Advanced Income Tax spend several 
hours on Saturdays participating in the 
VITA program. This program offers free 
tax assistance. This year, Liz Diers, BHSU 
assistant professor of accounting, and 
nine students assisted in preparing more 
than 200 federal tax returns. These returns 
brought in nearly $200,000 worth of refunds 
to the Black Hills area and saved tax payers 
approximately $20,000 in tax preparation 
fees. Diers and Amber Wilde of the Grace 
Balloch Memorial Library plan to continue 
and expand services provided through VITA 
as part of this collaboration. 

Diers, on behalf of the IRS, presented 
the library with a certificate of appreciation 
for their dedicated service to the program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured from left to right, Andrea Bakeberg, program assistant for the BHSU College of Business 
and Natural Sciences; Zach Van Sambeek, professional accountancy major from Hermosa; 
Stephanie Brewer, library assistant; Liz Diers, assistant professor of accounting and VITA 
Coordinator, Amber Wilde, library director; Becky Kidder-Giles, professional accountancy 
major from Buffalo; Hannah Burtt, VITA volunteer and administrative assistant for the College 
of Business and Natural Sciences; David Nickel, tax payer; and Sarah Burtt, business 
administration-accounting major from Newell. 

 
 
 
 

Student-run newspaper earns first place in recognition 
 

The Jacket Journal, the Black Hills State University’s student 
newspaper, is continuing its tradition of excellence with another first 
place award in the 2014 American Scholastic Press Association (ASPA) 
annual newspaper competition. 

“It is awesome that the Jacket Journal has taken first place again 
because it really shows that all of our hard work has paid off,” said 
Jodi Mathis, mass communication major from Loveland, Colo., and 
Jacket Journal editor-in-chief. “The Jacket Journal staff puts in so much 
time and effort into the paper, and I am so glad that we have received 
this award so that people can see how hard we work to put this paper 
together for the school and community.” 

The Jacket Journal has won awards every year with the ASPA since 
2007, with most of them being First Place recognition and even a couple 
First Place with Special Merit, according to Dr. Mary Caton-Rosser, 
faculty advisor of the Jacket Journal and assistant professor of mass 
communication at BHSU . 

The newspaper staff varies from 20-30 students each semester. 
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167th commencement ceremony held at BHSU 
 

More than 420 candidates were recognized 
for graduation during BHSU’s 167th 
commencement ceremony. 

Candidates included 71 master’s degree 
candidates, 329 bachelor’s candidates and 
27 associate degree candidates. 

Jace DeCory, assistant professor of history 
and American Indian Studies, and Dr. Robert 
Schurrer, professor of exercise science, were also 
recognized as the 2014 Distinguished Faculty 
Award recipients. The award is presented each 
spring to encourage and reward outstanding 
teaching and professional dedication by faculty 
members. 

Bob Sutton, South Dakota Board of 
Regents member from Pierre, gave a greeting 
from the Regents. Dr. Rodney Custer, provost 
and vice president of Academic Affairs, 
presented the graduates; and BHSU President 
Kay Schallenkamp, assisted by April Meeker, 
registrar, presented the diplomas. Lori Caldwell, 
president of the BHSU Alumni Association, 
welcomed the new graduates into the Alumni 
Association. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than 420 candidates were recognized  during Black Hills State University’s 167th 
commencement ceremony Saturday, May 10 in the Donald E. Young Sports and Fitness Center. 

The National Anthem and musical selection were performed by the BHSU Chamber Singers under the direction of Dr. Jonathan Nero, associate 
professor of music. Dr. Symeon Waseen, assistant professor of music, and Dr. Christopher Hahn, instructor of music, led both the processional and 
the recessional. 

Immediately following the ceremony, faculty, staff, 2014 graduates, family and friends gathered in the Young Center Field House for the 
President’s Reception. 

The commencement ceremony was broadcast live via the internet for those who were unable to attend. 
 
 
 

Black Hills State University faculty and staff transform lives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caton-Rosser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looney 

 
Dr. Mary Caton-Rosser, 

associate professor of mass 
communication, and Dr. Bobbi 
Looney, assistant professor of 
management, virtually presented 
their research on integrating 
social media into classroom 
instruction at two recent 
conferences. Caton-Rosser and 
Looney also had their paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marcus 

 

Dr. Urla Marcus, director of the Center for 
American Indian Studies, was recently elected as 
the national chair-elect for the Indigenous Peoples 
Knowledge Community. Marcus begins her year-long 
term as chair elect later this month and will officially 
take office as National Knowledge Community chair 
next March. 
 
 

Michael Jastorff, director of the University 
from Madrid accepted for publication in the Journal of Technologies 
in Learning. Student research assistant Kaitlin Schneider, psychology 
major from Sturgis, co-authored both the papers, and Laura Howard, 
mass communication major from Belle Fourche, assisted with the 
graphic design for the presentation for the Madrid conference. 

 
Dr. Adam Bailey, assistant professor of 

management, was recently informed that his paper 
titled “On the Morality of Choosing Directly Against 
Basic Goods” has been accepted for publication in 
The Heythrop Journal. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jastorff 

Bookstore, recently earned recertification for the 
designation of Certified Collegiate Retailer (CCR) by 
the National Association of College Stores. To achieve 
the CCR credential, candidates must have a high level 
of relevant experience and must pass a comprehensive 
examination on the core knowledge and management 
functions of collegiate retailing including store 
operations and financial management. 

 
 
 

Bailey 
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NEWS FROM 

DAKOTA  STATE UNIVERSITY 
JUNE 2014 

 

DSU and USF healthcare partnership 
Dakota State University and USF Health at the University of South Florida in Tampa, Fla., announced they are 

partnering to perform network penetration testing and vulnerability analysis for healthcare providers in the 
southeastern United States and Puerto Rico. 

This agreement allows healthcare organizations in the Tampa region the ability to access healthcare-specific 
network penetration testing and vulnerability assessment services with industry experts. Dakota State University has 
been offering these services to healthcare facilities in the Midwest since 2011. The services are performed by staff at 
HealthPOINT Security Services at Dakota State University. 

Network penetration testing and vulnerability analysis gives providers a clear picture of how susceptible their 
systems are to attacks by hackers, and provides recommendations on how to fix problems. 

“Protecting patient data is a critical aspect of implementing Electronic Health Records,” said Dan Friedrich, 
HealthPOINT Director. “Patients need to know healthcare providers are doing everything possible to protect their 
information.” 

 
 

DSU announces collaborative master’s degree in analytics 
Dakota State University was recently approved by the SD Board of Regents to offer a master’s degree in analytics 

both online and on campus. The degree is part of a collaborative effort between DSU and South Dakota State 
University to fill the need for graduates in information technology, analytics, and data-driven decision making. 

DSU will offer the Master of Science in analytics which capitalizes on DSU’s strengths in information systems, 
computer science and information technology. SDSU will offer the Master of Science in data science and use SDSU’s 
strengths in statistics and computational science. With the two fields interrelated, these programs will meet the 
growing regional and national needs for a skilled workforce by leveraging the established expertise at each 
institution. 

Both of the programs share core courses in analytics, data science and supporting technologies with each 
University teaching three of the six core courses. From there, each degree program allows students to specialize 
with a distinct set of courses which tailor the degree toward specific career goals. The DSU analytics program 
emphasizes information systems and technology foundations. Students also have the option to complete one of the 
elective course “tracks” including information systems, healthcare analytics or a general business-focused track. 

The joint effort between the Universities gives students the benefit of being taught by experts from each 
institution, giving them a broader understanding of analytics and data science. Grads of the program will be better 
equipped to enter into one of the fastest growing occupations in the nation. More and more businesses are looking to 
what “analytics and big data” can do for them and how they can use these large data sets to make better business 
decisions. 
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Outstanding Student Organizations Honored 
The South Dakota Board of Regents took time at its April meeting to honor student organizations from Dakota State 

University, South Dakota State University, and Northern State University for their outstanding academic, community, 
and organizational work. DSU recognized WIST, Phi Beta Lambda, and Richardson Hall Council. 

 
Award for Academic Excellence 
Women in Science and Technology promotes positive 
relationship building among women enrolled in 
science and technology fields. This group provides 
support to its members by sponsoring professional 
speakers and development of support networks early 
in students’ academic careers. 

 

 
 

David Borofsky, DSU President; Dr. Barbara Szcerbinska, 
Associate Professor of Physics; Jessi Simcox; Dean 
Krogman, President Board of Regents; Jack Warner, 
Executive Director Board of Regents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Award for Organizational Leadership 
The Richardson Hall Council promotes the welfare and 
interests of residents living within the Richardson 
residence hall on the Dakota State campus. 
Membership and participation in sponsored functions is 
open to all student residents who are in good standing 
with the university. 

Community Service Award 
Phi Beta Lambda brings business and education 
together in a positive working relationship through 
innovative leadership and career development 
programs. Members have the opportunity to build 
their resume, network with business leaders, enjoy 
the rewards of volunteerism, and experience special 
activities. 

 
David Borofsky, DSU President; Dr. Lynette Molstad, 
Professor of Business & Information Systems; Megan Pifer; 
Andrew Van Demark; Dean Krogman, President Board of 
Regents; Jack Warner, Executive Director Board of 
Regents. 

 

 
 

David Borofsky, DSU President; Brianna Mae Hanson, Residence 
Hall Director; BreAnn Lush; Dean Krogman, President Board of 
Regents; Jack Warner, Executive Director Board of Regents. 
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Pifer wins Gold ADDY with 
“London In Time” photograph 

Megan Pifer, a senior digital arts and design major from 
Madison, S.D., won a 2014 Gold ADDY award at the local level 
of the American Advertising Awards held in Sioux Falls, S.D. on 
March 15th. 

Pifer’s winning entry was a black and white photograph 
entitled, “London In Time.” She snapped the winning shot 
while on a DSU Photography faculty-led program tour that 
traveled to London last year and was led by professor of art, 
Thomas Jones. 

The Student ADDY Awards is a three-tier national 
competition that recognizes and rewards creative excellence. 
Collegians from across South Dakota compete for the student 
awards in creativity, design and advertising. In each category, 
a GOLD ADDY is recognition of the highest level of creative 
excellence and is judged to be superior to all other entries in 
the competition. Gold award winners advance to the 
American Advertising Federation District 8 competition to 
compete against students in Minnesota, North Dakota and 
Wisconsin. 

The American Advertising Awards are the largest creative 
competition in the world with over 40,000 local entries 
competing in 200 markets coast to coast. Any entry that wins 
a Gold or Silver ADDY at the district level is eligible to advance 
and compete in the national competition.  For more 
information on the ADDY, go to www.sdaf.org. 

 
DSU Phi Beta Lambda Students Reach 
New Heights at Spring Competition 

A team of student officers and PBL members from 
Dakota State University had an impressive showing at the Iowa 
Phi Beta Lambda Spring Leadership Conference earlier this 
month at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, IA on April 11- 
12.  DSU took home the Top Chapter award for the first time, 
breaking a seven-year winning streak by the host chapter. 

At this regional conference, students from twelve col- 
leges and universities in the region compete to qualify in a 
wide range of academic, skill, and performance events for the 
national conference held each summer. 

This year, DSU took home 26 awards.  These include 
eleven 1st Place awards, six 2nd Place awards, and three 3rd 
Place awards along with six other top finishes.  As a result 
of this great performance, DSU had twelve students qualify 
to complete at the National PBL Conference this summer in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

In addition to winning Chapter of the Year, DSU’s chapter 
was awarded 1st place for the Largest Percentage Increase in 
Local Chapter Membership - 36% from 2013 to 2014. 

 
Barton receives NASA Scholarship 
and invited to join REU at LSU 

Dakota State University junior, Clay Barton, 
a physical science major from Webster, S.D., was 
recently awarded a $2,500 educational stipend 
from the NASA South Dakota Space Grant Con- 
sortium Management Team for the 2014-2015 
school year. The purpose of the stipend is to 
reward past accomplishments and recognize po- 
tential future achievements in space exploration, 
scientific discovery and aeronautics research. 

“I’ve always felt rewarded for my time spent 
at DSU. The satisfaction and personal growth 
I’ve experienced during my studies is well worth 
the cost and effort I’ve devoted to pursuing my 
major,” stated Barton. 

To qualify for the scholarship, each student 
must submit a cover letter explaining how they 
plan to use the stipend to assist in their educa- 
tional studies, and a career goal statement that 
describes their views of careers in the science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
disciplines. Also, Dr. Barbara Szczerbinska, as- 
sociate professor of physics and faculty advisor, 
submitted a letter of recommendation for Barton 
stating his qualifications for the scholarship. 

As the link between NASA and the citizens of 
South Dakota, the Consortium’s mission is to instill 
the spirit of exploration and discovery in students, 
educators, and the general public. It also promotes 
a special focus on the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics that 
are essential for the development of the nation’s 
work-force. 

The SD Space Grant Consortium was es- 
tablished March 1, 1991, by a NASA Capability 
Enhancement Grant. Its goal is to administer a 
fellowship/scholarship program that offers edu- 
cational and research opportunities to students 
from diverse backgrounds that are pursuing 
degrees in the STEM disciplines that align with 
NASA’s mission and those of SDSGC members and 
affiliates. 

The Space Grant was not Barton’s only recent 
accomplishment. He was also invited to join the 
REU (Research Experiences for Undergraduates) 
in Physics & Astronomy Program at Louisiana 
State University this summer. Only 10 students 
out of more than 300 applicants were accepted to 
the 10-week program. 

http://www.sdaf.org/
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DSU ranks in top 3 SD universities in ROI report 
Dakota State University ranks third in South Dakota on PayScale’s annual College ROI 

Report released last week. DSU is third for both public out-of-state and public 
in-state student categories with a 20 year net ROI of $208,000 for out-of-state 
students and $216,000 for in-state students. 

The ROI (or “return on investment”) takes into account the total income a graduate will 
earn after graduation in 20 years of working, minus both what they would have earned as 
a high school grad and the cost of college (tuition, room and board, books and supplies), 
minus the average financial aid amount awarded to students. 

Dakota State ties for second in annual ROI with South Dakota State University with 8.4%, 
which shows the return over 20 years when investing your money in a degree as opposed to investing your money in 
the stock market or bonds. 

“We are excited that our graduates earn a return on their college investment that exceeds that of students from 
other quality universities,” said Dr. David Borofsky, DSU’s President. 

“This great news is indicative of our fine faculty and curricula both of which lead to graduates with the skills that 
employers need and hire.  Congratulations to all DSU alumni for the quality work they do!” 

Payscale ranked all 6 public universities and 2 private universities in South Dakota. 
 
 
 

Howard to speak at East Coast Games Conference 
Jeff Howard, Assistant Professor of Game Development and Design at Dakota State University, will speak at 

the 6th annual East Coast Games Conference (ECGC), on April 24, in Raleigh, N.C.  His talk is entitled “Game 
Magic: A Designer’s Guide to Constructing Magic Systems,” and he’s giving the talk to promote his book, Game 
Magic: A Designer’s Guide to Magic Systems in Theory and Practice, which is being released on May 6. 

Howard’s presentation will help video game designers and developers construct richer and more engaging 
magic systems. 

The largest event for video game professionals on the East Coast, the 
ECGC is a two day event that offers an engaging program and opportu- 
nities for networking and collaboration. It is a highly prestigious meet- 
ing of game designers and developers. This year the keynote speakers 
include internationally celebrated game 
designer, and former Nanocon speaker, Ken Rolston, as well as 
acclaimed narrative designer Mary de Marle.  The conference speakers 
are all well-known designers, developers, and academics from a variety 
of companies and institutions, including Ubisoft and Epic Games. 

For more information, go to: http://www.ecgconf.com/ 

http://www.ecgconf.com/
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n o r t h e r n Now 
 

 
Northern State University, Aberdeen, South Dakota  March 2014-May 2014 

 

Christensen Blair named NSU 2013-14 
outstanding faculty member 

Sara Christensen Blair has received Northern State University’s 
2013-14 Outstanding Faculty Award. 

 
Christensen Blair, 
associate professor 
of art, consistently 
demonstrates 
outstanding 
teaching, said Dr. 
Alan LaFave, dean 
of the NSU School of 
Fine Arts. She also 
gives selflessly of 
her time and energy 
for the benefit of the 
art department, the 
School of Fine Arts 
and the university, 
LaFave said. 
“Her commitment 
to expanding the minds and mindsets of  pursuing her Ph.D. from the Institute 
her students is simply outstanding,” LaFave       for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts in 

said when recommending Christensen Blair      Portland, Maine, and plans to defend her 

for the award. “She is deeply concerned for        dissertation in January 2015. 
the success of each student and strives to  “Sara is the absolute finest colleague one 
help them achieve their goals through her  could wish to work with,” LaFave said. 
teaching, advising, and concern for their  “I believe she is one of the finest faculty 
professional development.”  members at Northern and in the entire 
Christensen Blair, who has worked at  system.” 
Northern since 2006, is the university’s  Christensen Blair also received several 
NCAA faculty athletic representative. She  letters of nomination from peers and 
is the faculty advisor for the NSU Art Club,  students at NSU. Fellow faculty members 
guest juror for the Mobridge Area Arts  said Christensen Blair is “fiercely devoted 
Council, and serves on the NSU Faculty  and dedicated to her students and their 
Senate and NSU promotion and tenure  education” and “works tirelessly inside and 
committee. She also co-led a tour of Italy  outside the classroom.” 
with 20 students in summer 2013.  Students, too, described her as a caring 
Christensen Blair has attended and  professor who takes the time to show an 
presented her academic research at  interest in her students. 
multiple national locations including  “My experience at Northern wouldn’t have 
Louisville, Ky.; St. Louis, Mo.; and  been as powerful as it has been if it wasn’t 
Greensboro, N.C. She was also accepted to  for Sara,” said fine arts major Emily Hansen 
present as one of 24 scholars at the World  in her nomination. “Such a passion in 
Ornamental Forum at the Kirchner Museum  seeing students succeed is what teaching 
in Davos, Switzerland, earlier this year.  is all about. And that is exactly the spirit 
Christensen Blair received a Bachelor of  that Sara Christensen Blair possesses, 
Arts from Gustavus Adolphus College in St.  and a characteristic that deserves to be 
Peter, Minn.; her Bachelor of Fine Arts from  rewarded.” 
The School of the Art Institute of Chicago;  The Outstanding Faculty Award was 
and her Master of Fine Arts from the  announced at NSU’s spring commencement 
University of North Dakota. She is currently  ceremony on Saturday. 

 

2014 NSU graduating 
class sets record 
On Saturday, May 10, Northern State 
University graduated the largest class in its 
113-year history. 

 

When the Northern State University 
class of 2014 walked across the stage, 
there were 311 total graduates, five more 
than the class of 2012, which set the 
previous record with 306 graduates. 
In addition, 66 students received master’s 
degrees, also a new record for Northern. 
Graduation ceremonies started at 
10:30 a.m. in the Barnett Center. 

Northern State University 
to offer agricultural 
business minor 
Starting this fall, Northern State University 
students pursuing agriculture-related 
careers can gain a competitive edge thanks 
to a new agricultural business minor. 

The agribusiness minor combines 
business, management, marketing, 
finance and economics courses offered 
through the NSU School of Business with 
specialized ag courses offered online 
through South Dakota State University. 
Northern students can combine this minor 
with their major degree to better prepare 
them for a challenging career in 
management and marketing of agricultural 
products and services. The new minor 
will benefit students seeking careers in 
areas such as production agriculture, 
agribusiness, agriculture finance and ag 
banking. 
“The agribusiness minor allows NSU 
business majors to supplement their 
business knowledge by sharpening their 
perspective on agricultural issues,” said 
Dr. Bill Broucek, dean of the NSU School of 
Business. 
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  ‘Les Misérables’  arrives in Aberdeen   
Northern State University Theater’s final production of the season – as well as the final theater production in the soon-to-be-renovated Johnson 

Fine Arts Center – was the international blockbuster musical sensation, “Les Misérables.” 
 

The acclaimed musical played  Treacherous innkeeper M. and his wife 
for four performances April 9-12  Mme. Thénardier were covered by Sal 
at 7:30 p.m. each night.  Scavo (Hightstown, N.J.) and Heather 
The winner of over 70 major  Kelsey (South St. Paul, Minn.). Rebellious 
theater awards including an  students Marius and Enjolras were 
Olivier, Tony and Grammy, “Les  performed by Eli Corbett (Deadwood) and 
Misérables” has been translated  Nate Wilson (Kimball). 
into 21 different languages  Adult Cosette, who falls in love with 
including Flemish, Estonian  Marius, was Yvonne Freese (Lanesboro, 
and Castilian. Last year’s film  Minn.); and Eponine, who is also in love 
adaptation also received three  with Marius, was Larissa Buchholz (Tripp). 
Academy Awards. The musical  Young Eponine was Madeline Comstock 
was the first collaboration  (Aberdeen). 
between Frenchmen Alain Boublil  The soldiers at the barricade were: John 
and Claude-Michel Schönberg,  Cassens (Faulkton), Max Chamberlain 
who would go on to write the  (Huron), Phil Coghlan (Aberdeen), Tyler 
equally successful “Miss Saigon.”  Lanam (Rapid City), Jon Miller (Kimball), 
The Story  Cast members rehearse for the NSU production of “Les Misérables.” Adam Rye (Sioux Falls) and Joseph Weseloh 
“Les Misérables” is based on  (Watertown). 
the novel of the same name by  The ladies of the ensemble were: 
French poet and playwright  McKenzie Betting (Ellendale, N.D.), Kaitlin 
Victor Hugo and is considered by  Buchholz (Tripp), Emily Davis (Aberdeen), 
many to be one of the greatest  Haley Hubbard (De Smet), Jillian Jensen 
novels of the 19th century. Jean  (Lennox), Ashleigh Kost (Aberdeen), 
Valjean is released from 19 years  Miranda Letcher (Parkston), Jin-Ah Park 
of unjust imprisonment, but                                                                                                                                   (South Korea), April Rogness (Astoria), 
finds nothing in store for him                                                                                                                                Carrie Wegleitner (Lake City) and Katie 
but mistrust and mistreatment.                                                                                                                             Wegleitner (Lake City). 
He breaks his parole in hopes of   Young Gavroche, who assists the soldiers, 
starting a new life, initiating a   was played by eighth-grader Chris Cassens 
lifelong struggle for redemption  

Pictured are cast members from the NSU production of “Les Misérables.” (Faulkton). The cast of children at the as he is relentlessly pursued  From left: Eli Corbett as Marius,  Yvonne Freese as Cosette, Anthony Rohr as barricades included Jackson and Ava Rott 
by police inspector Javert,  Jean Valjean, Paul Hoselton as Javert, Natalie Allcock as Fantine and Larissa (Aberdeen), Madeleine Comstock and 
who refuses to believe Valjean  Buchholz as Eponine. Michael Garafalo (Aberdeen). 
can change his ways. Filled  Ticket Information 
with classic songs including  in London. “Les Misérables” received its  “Les Misérables” was directed by NSU 
“I Dreamed a Dream” and “Bring Him  Broadway premiere two years later on  Director of Theater Daniel Yurgaitis, with 
Home,” “Les Misérables” will be an event to  March 12, 1987, at The Broadway Theatre.  vocal direction by vocal faculty member 
remember.  NSU Cast  Michael Skyles and musical direction by 
“Les Misérables” began its musical life  NSU Theater’s production featured  NSU symphony conductor Robert Vodnoy. 
in Paris at the Palais des Sports in 1980  Anthony Rohr (Dickinson, N.D.) as Jean  Eighteenth century France was created 
for a run of over 100 performances.  Valjean and Paul Hoselton (Moorhead,  by scenic design faculty member Joshua 
That production caught the attention of  Minn.) as his nemesis, Javert.  John Frachiseur, and costume designer 
British producer Cameron Macintosh, who  Fantine was taken on by Natalie Allcock  Nicole Frachiseur. The production was 
engaged Herbert Kretzmer and James  (Britton) while her daughter, young  stage managed by Ryan Puffer (Aberdeen) 
Fenton to adapt the French musical into  Cosette, was played by 8-year-old Carly  assisted by Kate Jarland (Jamestown, N.D.) 
English. The Anglicized version opened on  C t k (Ab d )   and Shelby Bauer (Aberdeen)  
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Award-winning NSU alum, teacher, author speaks on campus 
Author and Northern State University alum Jane Kamletz spoke on campus about 

her experiences working for 42 years as an elementary school teacher. 

Kamletz spoke at 4 p.m. Thursday, April  of the Year. She also wrote a book about  Her NSU visit was coordinated by Kaci 
3, in a free, public event in NSU Centennial  her experiences in teaching, titled, “But  Maier, president of Northern’s chapter of 
Rooms C and D.  I Don’t Want To Go To College.” Her book  the Association for the Education of Young 
Kamletz had a distinguished career as  contains numerous useful tips and tricks  Children. Her presentation included a 
an elementary school teacher and was  for teaching, along with funny stories from  question-and-answer session. 
named the North Dakota State Teacher  the classroom. 

2 
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Tonemah to return to NSU as commencement speaker 
 

Twenty-five years after his own graduation from Northern State University, Dr. Darryl Tonemah will be 
back on campus to speak to 2014 graduates. 

 
Tonemah delivered the commencement 
address at the ceremony, set for 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, May 10, in the NSU Barnett 
Center. Prior to the ceremony, he said he 
was honored at the opportunity. 
“NSU is such an integral part of my 
personal history,” said Tonemah, a 1989 
graduate. “I hold it in such high regard; to 
be asked to give the address is amazing to 
me. 
“Plus,” he joked, “the students have already 
finished, so I can’t really mess them up too 
bad!” 
When he was asked to speak at NSU, 
Tonemah said he thought back to his own 
graduation day. His family came from 
Oklahoma and New York for the ceremony, 
and they had a big picnic at Wylie Park. 
“I remember a lot of details about that day,” 
he said. “Ironically, I don’t remember the 
speaker!” 
What he does remember are all the good 
memories of his time attending NSU, 
which he said are too numerous for a short 
response.  affairs, and sits on state and national  He also shared the impact that attending 
“I’ve had conversations with others who  boards addressing   Northern had on his life. 
were at Northern the same time I was; they  disparities in education  It’s an exciting time to Tonemah said he looks 
make similar statements,” said Tonemah,  and health care in native  forward to continuing his 
who double majored in psychology and  communities. Tonemah  be part of Northern!” work with the university. 
sociology and minored in gerontology.  recently joined the   “NSU has such amazing 
“Maybe every class feels this way, but I  Stephen Covey group as a   potential as an academic, 
believe I was at Northern at just the perfect  trainer for “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective  athletic and multicultural institution,” he 
time. It was a great combination of people,  People.” He also is an actor and award-  said. “My work with the ‘Be U Tour’ just and 
activities, and music … oh yeah, and  winning recording artist.  reinforced what we have known all along: 
classes! It just made for great memories.”  Tonemah’s recent work with Northern  that many people are looking at Northern 
Tonemah, who has a Ph.D. in counseling  included a “Be U” tour to area schools last  as a reflection of the possibilities that exist 
psychology and cultural studies, is of  fall. On this tour, he encouraged students  within themselves. It’s an exciting time to 
Kiowa, Comanche and Tuscarora heritage.  to say “yes” to challenges and see how they  be part of Northern!” 
He is an advocate for American Indian  can bring positive changes into their lives. 
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Northern State University professor named Faculty Fellow in museum seminar 
Northern State University’s Dr. Steven A. Usitalo has been named a Faculty Fellow of the 2014 Silberman Seminar for University Faculty. 

 
The seminar, presented by the Mandel  genocide and its implications in the Soviet  seminar offers a chance to interact with 
Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies  Union.  others in comparative genocide studies and 
at the United States Holocaust Memorial  According to the Mandel Center’s website,  learn about the impact of the Holocaust on 
Museum in Washington, D.C., is scheduled  the seminar will concern itself with the  the Soviet Union. 
this June 2-13.  use of archival documents in both research  “I was interested in the seminar’s topic, 
The 2014 Silberman Seminar, titled  and classrooms, and “sessions will include  so I applied,” Usitalo said. “I am extremely 
“Teaching about the Holocaust in the  discussions on classroom teaching methods  pleased that they accepted me.” 
Soviet Union: Perpetrators, Collaborators,  and strategies across multiple disciplines.”  Usitalo is the recipient of several research 
Bystanders, and Victims,” offers university  Usitalo is an associate professor of history  grants, has co-edited an anthology on 
professors and scholars who teach aspects  at NSU, specializing in Russian and Soviet  Russian history and has published a 
of the Holocaust the chance to deepen  history. He has recently begun collaborative  monograph on the Russian polymath 
their understanding of the wider history of  work on the Armenian genocide, and the  Mikhail Lomonosov. 
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NSU Speech and Debate Team excels at tournament 
 

Nine members of the Northern State University Speech and Debate Team traveled to the Pi Kappa Delta National Tournament this spring. 
 

The tournament was held at Indiana  Informative: Yoonjung Jang, fifth  SDIFA Tournament 
University-Purdue University Indianapolis  Prose: Joshua Hinkemeyer, first; Mina  At the SDIFA tournament, NSU took second 
on March 21-23. Students attending  Solinger, second  place as a team. Individual results were as 
were Sabrina Mount, Mina Solinger, Julia  Slam Poetry: Anadia Rockey, second  follows: 
Wold, Yoonjung Jang, Joshua Hinkemeyer,  Program Oral Interpretation: Sabrina  Impromptu: Melinda Quade, fourth 
Michael Newman, Jordan Abu-Sirriya, Jon  Mount, second  Prose: Joshua Hinkemeyer, first; Mina 
Dunnick and Corey Klatt.  Dramatic Interpretation: Mina Solinger,  Solinger, second 
Also this spring, the team attended  fourth; Joshua Hinkemeyer, sixth  Program Oral Interpretation: Sabrina 
the South Dakota Interstate Forensics  Poetry: Anadia Rockey, fourth.  Mount, first 
Association’s state forensics tournament.  Parliamentary Debate: Kaitlin  Dramatic Interpretation: Mina Solinger, 
Students did very well on the state level  Fuerstenau/Michael Newman, first;  second 
and in the combined tournament with  Sabrina Mount/Joshua Hinkemeyer:  Poetry: Anadia Rockey, first 
North Dakota, said Dr. Anthony Wachs,  quarterfinalists  Parliamentary Debate: Kaitlin 
NSU assistant professor of speech and 
director of forensics.  Teams in attendance: North Dakota State  Fuerstenau/Michael Newman, first; 

Combined Tournament  University, University of North Dakota,  Sabrina Mount/Joshua Hinkemeyer, 
Mayville, University of Mary, South Dakota  quarterfinalists 

At the SDIFA/NDISL combined  State University, University of South  Teams in attendance: South Dakota State 
tournament, NSU took third place as a  Dakota, Black Hills State University, South  University, University of South Dakota, 
team. Individual results were as follows:  Dakota School of Mines and Technology  Black Hills State University, South Dakota 
Impromptu: Melinda Quade, sixth   School of Mines and Technology 
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NSU plans study 
abroad trip to San 
Salvador in 2015 
Next spring, Northern State 
University students will have an 
opportunity to learn about tropical 
marine and island biology on the 
incredible island of San Salvador in 
the Bahamas. 
   
The spring 2015 study abroad 
trip, led by NSU Assistant 
Professor of Biology Dr. Alyssa 
Anderson, will take participants to 
Gerace Research Centre on March 
5-15, 2015. 
NSU students may register for the 
trip and the corresponding course, 
Biology 492: Marine and Island 
Ecology in the Bahamas. 
This is NSU’s first faculty-led 
study abroad trip to the Bahamas. 
Time spent on the island will be 
largely hands-on and experiential. 
Students will sample and identify 
plants and animals in several 
environments: marine, terrestrial, 
and inland lake. They will explore 
biodiversity of coral reefs, 
mangrove forests, limestone caves 
and rocky shorelines. 

 

NSU’s Arntsen presents at International 
Convention and English Language Expo 
   
Tara Arntsen represented Northern State University and Dakota TESL at the TESOL 2014 
International Convention and English Language Expo. 

 
Arntsen, interim director of the NSU  Development Travel Grant to fund her Intensive 
English Program, traveled to  participation in the conference. It was her first 
Portland, Ore., to participate in the conference,  time attending this annual conference. 
which was March 26-29. TESOL International  Arntsen joined NSU last August as an 
is an organization for teachers of English to  instructor for the Intensive English Program 
speakers of other languages; Dakota TESL is  and recently was appointed its interim 
the regional affiliate of that organization.  director. She earned her master’s degree in 
Arntsen made two presentations as part of the  teaching TESOL at the University of Southern 
Electronic Village Technology Fair:  California and has taught English in China, 
• “Blogging in the ESOL Classroom” focuses on  Japan, and Cambodia and online. Her primary 

student blogging and the use of blogging in  research interests are communicative 
ESOL classrooms to advance student reading  teaching methods and the use of technology in 
and writing skills, create a supportive  education. 
community of learners, and encourage  Arntsen said she was pleased to be attending 
student creativity.  and presenting at the convention. 

• “Computer Assisted Language Learning  “I think it is a great opportunity to learn more 
with GlogsterEDU” examines the main  about the field of TESOL and education in 
components of GlogsterEDU (an educational  general, and plan to share as much as possible 
website where users create “glogs,” online  with my colleagues when I return,” she said. 
multimedia posters), illustrates the basic  “This would not have been possible without 
steps in creating a glog, and addresses  the support of both the Northern and TESOL 
how glogs aid language teaching and  communities.” 
learning through the integration of new and  For more information about TESOL, and a 
traditional literacy skills.  link to information about the convention, visit 

Arntsen received a TESOL Professional  www.tesol.org. 
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Other recent headlines: 
NSU student’s artwork to be featured in 
library 
NSU hosts 61st annual math contest 
No tuition increase for resident NSU 
students this fall 
NSU/Community Concert Band to perform 
April 14 
Northern State University Symphonic 
Band to present spring concert 
NSU to host South Dakota Geographic Bee 
Three NSU students to hold senior art 
exhibition 
NSU hosts annual science and math fair 
NSU Women spring brunch scheduled 
NSU juried student art exhibition, 
reception planned 
Davis to speak at Business Connections 
event March 18 at NSU 
NSU Chamber Singers to present Bach’s 
Lunch on March 19 
NSU to host 2014 Women In Science 
Conference 
NSU to host ‘Catch the Wave’ event 
NSU alum performs live on stage in Las 
Vegas 
NSU grad lands D.C. internship 
There and back again: California native’s 
success at NSU leads to prestigious job 
back home 
NSU student receives 2014 Outstanding 
Chemistry Senior Award 
Successful NSU grads to continue studies 
at same university 
Longtime NSU faculty member passes 
away 
More than 300 students to graduate from 
Northern State University 
International students to present string 
recital at NSU 
Dominant 7 to perform at trumpet 
conference in Pennsylvania 
Abreu, Hoselton to present senior recitals 
Thompson named outstanding student at 
University Center Rapid City 
Northern student’s art displayed in library 
NSU Jazz Swing Dance set for May 2 
Student center to display imaginative 
gallery 
NSU names 2014 performance award 
winners 
A cappella concert set for May 1 at NSU 
An Evening of Sweet Jazz coming to 
Northern State University 
Annual plant sale April 22-23 at NSU 
Civic Symphony and NSU choirs to present 
choral masterpiece 

 

Fiber-based ‘fun house of vulnerability’ 
comes to NSU’s Lincoln Gallery 
   
Artist Robyn Love crafted a fiber-based “fun house of vulnerability” in the Lincoln Gallery 
during her extended visit to Northern State University. 

 
“In the way of fun houses, it will be 
verging on more scary than fun, only the 
scary part will be that people will be asked 
to be open and tender because is there 
really anything more scary than that? 
“In any event, I also do want it to be FUN. To 
me, part of the fun will be a kind of fun 
house sensory overload with lots of colour,” 
Love wrote in a blog entry prior to her visit. 
Love packed her car with fiber supplies  Northern art students and NSU Associate Professor of Art Sara 

and equipment and drove from the East  Christensen Blair work on visiting  artist Robyn Love’s fiber-based 

Coast to Aberdeen, arriving March 16 and  “fun house of vulnerability” in the Lincoln Gallery. 

staying through March 26. After spending  invited to ride the bike, powering the 
a few days getting situated, she planned to  wheel as Love spun. spend eight to 10 hours a day working in 
the gallery and with NSU art students, said  • The Water Tower Cozy in New York, in 

Greg Blair, NSU assistant art professor and     which Love and six other crocheters 

Northern galleries director.     created a yellow-fiber covering with a 

A reception was 6-8 p.m. Monday, March  
dark point that made a water tower look 

24, in the Lincoln Gallery. All NSU students  
like a pencil point. 

and the public were welcome to view and  • The Avenue of Trees in Cheongju, South 
participate in the installation, Blair said.  Korea, which was part of the 2011 
According to Love’s website, she lives in  

Cheongju Craft Biennale Exhibition. More 
Queens, N.Y., and Newfoundland, Canada.  than 140 people created 700 handknit 
She received a BFA from Cooper Union in  and crocheted rectangles that were 
New York City in 1988.  

installed along a five-kilometer roadway 
into the city. 

Other Creations  • The Knitted Mile, in which Love and 90 
Blair said Love is known for her outdoor  knitters from around North America 
fiber art installations. Among her creations  created a yellow yarn “stripe” installed on 
are:  a roadway for two hours in Dallas. 
• SpinCycle, a participatory performance              Blair said Love’s work was included in a 

piece at The Brooklyn Museum in New                 recently published book on fiber-based 
York, which involved a bicycle converted              graffiti. “She’s right in the mix of the 
to drive a spinning wheel. Onlookers were  d l t f  b bi ” id Bl i  
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NSU to hold summer entrepreneurship camp 
for high school students 
   
High school students aspiring to become entrepreneurs can learn about the business world – 
and compete for scholarship money – at a Northern State University camp this summer. 

 
The NSU Entrepreneurship Camp will be  with the winning presentation will receive 
July 21-23 on the Northern campus.  a $1,000 scholarship to attend Northern. 
The camp, the first of its kind to be offered  The registration deadline for the 
at NSU, is open to high school juniors and  entrepreneurship camp is July 1. The 
seniors. Students will be mentored by  registration fee is $200, with an additional 
business, management and marketing  cost for students who opt to stay on campus. 
representatives from Northern and local  Sponsorships will be available to help 
businesses. They will also attend workshops  students with the registration fee. 
led by these faculty and professionals.  The NSU Entrepreneurship Camp is 
As part of the camp, students will also have  sponsored by Northern’s Center for 
the opportunity to compete for five NSU  Excellence in International Business and 
scholarships. For the competition, students  Entrepreneurship (CEIBE). For more 
will work in groups to develop and present  information, contact Liz Hannum, CEIBE 
a business idea. Each member of the team  coordinator or call 605-626-3163. 
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New REU site aids nation’s 

wireless grid, energy 
independence and defense 

The School of Mines has been awarded 
nearly a quarter of a million dollars for the 
new Research Experience for Undergraduates 
(REU) site, “Bringing Us Together, Improving 
Communications and Lives.” The site joins 
two others at Mines – one of only two 
universities in the state to have three active 
REU sites. 

A 10-week summer program in electrical 
and computer engineering, the new REU 
site will expose undergraduates to hands-on 
research in communications  related to 
global society and the country’s economy 

Mines research refurbishing 
bombers at Ellsworth Air Force Base 
The School of Mines and Ellsworth Air Force 
Base have signed an agreement formalizing 
a relationship for collaborative projects such 
as the application of a revolutionary research 
technology to refurbish aging bombers. The 
university’s partnership with Ellsworth has 
already helped return four B-1s to service and 
could save the military millions of dollars. 

Mines faculty researchers in connection with 
the Army Research Lab have developed a 
patent-pending process using cold-spray 
technology to deposit aluminum powder in 
worn and damaged areas of aircraft panels, 

and defense. Students will investigate topics 
including  unmanned vehicles, such as 
drones, used to clear buildings and in search 
and rescue operations; antennas for use in 
ground-penetrating radars and land mine 
detection; and analysis of bio-medical 
imagery, which allows for the detection of 
tumors. They will also explore renewable 
energy resources and their integration into 
the smart grid and wireless communications 
and networking, aimed at optimizing a 
frequency spectrum overburdened with 
wireless devices like cell phones and GPS. 

Aimed at expanding the size and diversity 
of the nation’s science and engineering 
pool, the site will focus on underrepresented 
students, with the goal of having women 
and veterans comprise at least half of the 
par ticipants,  both  from  Mines  and 
universities around the country. 

“In addition to doing research, I believe an 
integral part of being successful beyond 
the undergraduate level is being able to 
communicate your results. We plan a heavy 
emphasis on technical communications. … 
Regardless of what career path the students 
pursue, this will be valuable in their futures. 
I hope the students gain a love of learning 
(research), valuable communications skills 
and go on to pursue graduate degrees in 
science and engineering fields,”said Thomas 
Montoya, Ph.D., director of the REU site and 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 3                              

machining them back to their original 
dimensions and returning the bombers to full 
service. Prior to this research, panels were 
nearly impossible to replace without extreme 
cost and time, as the original equipment 
manufacturer no longer produces the nearly 
30-year-old aircraft components. 
 

“The research Mines has done already on cold 
spray technology has saved the Air Force over 
half a million dollars. We want to continue to 
work together to advance technologies that 
lower maintenance costs and keep aircraft 
available to fly,” said School of Mines President 
Heather Wilson. 

Cold-spray technology refurbishments have 
the potential to save the military hundreds of 
millions of dollars over the long term. With 
proper approvals, another $2.5 million could 
be saved this year alone on the B-1s at 
Ellsworth. 

Wilson, a 1982 U.S. Air Force Academy graduate 
and a former Air Force officer, signed the 
memorandum of understanding with Col. 
Kevin Kennedy, commander of the 28th Bomb 
Wing at Ellsworth. 

“This memorandum  provides a way for 
Ellsworth  AFB and the South Dakota School 
of Mines & Technology to work together in 
finding innovative, aviation specific 
applications for emerging technologies. 
Innovation  is in every airman’s DNA. The 

 
1 

students and faculty at Mines are known as 
some of the more outside-the-box thinkers 
in our community. This was a natural 
partnership that will benefit our wing and 
Mines’ students,” Kennedy said. 

An emerging new technology, cold spray is 
capable of depositing a wide variety of metal 
powders to create high-performance coatings 
on diverse materials without  overheating 
them. Research being conducted at the School 
of Mines is applicable throughout the 
Department of Defense for similar repairs on 
other weapon systems and also has broad 
commercial applications. 

Christian Widener, Ph.D., an associate professor 
who is also director of both the university’s 
Repair, Refurbish and Return to Service Center 
and the Arbegast Materials Processing and 
Joining Laboratory, leads the development 
of the cold-spray technology at Mines. He 
noted the agreement provides an important 
framework to allow the university to support 
the Air Force base by transitioning its research 
from the laboratory and applying it to real- 
world issues. 

The collaborative approach also provides 
beneficial  hands- on  problem-solving 
opportunities for Mines students. Brian James, 
a School of Mines doctoral student who has 
worked with Widener on the research, is an 
Air Force Engineering and Technical Services 
representative at Ellsworth. 
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Entrepreneur program key to success 
for Mines’ start-ups 

Long known for its innovation and research, the South Dakota School 
of Mines & Technology is quickly becoming recognized as a place 
where technology transfers into the marketplace. 

The Entrepreneur-in-Residence (EIR) program at the School of Mines 
started in 2012 has become the recipe for success, leading university 
start-up companies to win the prestigious Governor’s Giant Vision 
Award for two consecutive years. 

This year’s winner, Nanofiber Separations, LLC, won not only the Giant 
Vision’s $20,000 first-place prize, competing against companies 
statewide, but was also recently awarded a $709,849 Small Business 
Innovation Research grant by the National Science Foundation. In 
2011, Todd Menkhaus, Ph.D., of the Department of Chemical & Biological 
Engineering and Hao Fong, Ph.D., of the Department of Chemistry & 
Applied Biological  Science, started the company which could lower 
the cost of pharmaceuticals and other purification processes by 
producing cutting-edge nanofiber materials that greatly enhance 
efficiencies. 

Last year, another Mines’ start-up company, CalxAqua,  LLC, led by 
alumnus Matt Peabody, won first place in the Giant Vision competition. 
Technology used at CalxAqua provides a less expensive  and safer 
alternative to other systems for removal of arsenic and heavy metals 
from water. 

In both cases, Mines researchers  developed technology on campus 
that led to the formation of the companies. Through the university’s 
new Entrepreneur-in-Residence program, chief executive officers with 
a proven track record, were recruited to help commercialize the 
companies. 

Nanofiber Separations, for example, is being led by CEO Craig Arnold 
whose impressive résumé includes nearly six years as director of the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and other high-profile companies. 
Arnold, who now lives in western Iowa, was previously CEO of both 
Permara and Plymouth Energy and currently serves on the Sanford 
National Thought Leaders Council, among other foundations. He also 
managed programs at Gateway, Northrup Grumman and Boeing. 

“The Entrepreneur-in-Residence program has been as successful as 
we hoped,” says Joseph Wright, associate vice president for research- 
economic development.“To win the Governor’s Giant Vision competition 
two years in a row shows that this program has a bright future. We 
have been thrilled with the level of skill we have been able to attract 
to the program, and what is more remarkable is that they are volunteers.” 

True entrepreneurs, he says, are looking for “the opportunity” more 
than the paycheck. 

“As a state university, we serve as a catalyst for economic development 
by advancing knowledge and then getting innovations into the 
marketplace. The Entrepreneur-in-Residence program is just one 
successful program that connects entrepreneurial managers with 
technical innovations developed by faculty,” says President Heather 
Wilson. 

Proven business leaders are brought in on a volunteer basis, willing 
to take the job with no salary in the true entrepreneurial spirit. Among 
the 10 entrepreneurs in place so far is Ronald Van Horssen, a 1973 
Mines alumnus who is a former Inc. magazine Entrepreneur of the 
Year. Van Horssen studied chemical engineering at the School of Mines 
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Yong Zhao, Ph.D., post-doctoral research scientist is on the Nanofiber Separations team. The startup 
company founded by Todd Menkhaus, Ph.D., and Hao Fong, Ph.D., has been awarded nearly 
$710,000 recently. 

and went on to earn a master’s degree from Carnegie Mellon University. 
He is chairman and CEO of The Cottonwood Group, provider of business 
and financial venture investment opportunities, and, among many 
other positions throughout his career, was senior vice president with 
The Camden Group, a leading national healthcare advisory firm. 

“Our researchers are doing such good work at solving real-life problems. 
The application of the research is not a decade away. We are very 
much an applied research school, and I think that’s what attracts these 
entrepreneurs. We give them unprecedented access to research. They 
see the opportunity that may be latent within our research,” Wright 
explains. 

“The South Dakota School of Mines & Technology has become a place 
where entrepreneurs can incubate their ideas and engage its facilities 
and, more importantly, a place where the students can bring their 
ideas to the marketplace,” says Arnold who, as Nanofiber Separations 
CEO, is leading business development and commercialization efforts 
both domestically and internationally. 

“It can take many years to become an overnight success,” Arnold says, 
adding that after eight years of development work at Mines, Nanofiber 
Separations has significant opportunity for revenue generation from 
multiple channels, including the biopharmaceutical, water treatment, 
air purification, desalination and blood products industries. “Another 
very important part of the story is how SDSM&T has recognized the 
challenges of technology transfer and their approach to addressing 
the challenges through their Entrepreneur-in-Residence program.” 

Success of a start-up company requires several pieces, not the least 
of which is the proprietary technology behind the product and a 
good business plan, Wright emphasizes. Other EIR models involve a 
paid CEO position and other personnel, each wearing a different hat, 
which often involves additional layers of bureaucracy that make it 
slower to achieve success. 

“We are really excited because we think that our program, which is 
unique to this university, can be replicated all over the county. I firmly 
believe that in 20 years the model we are building here will be widely 
accepted and the way to do things,” Wright says. 

“It’s an exciting time to be at the school if you’re involved in economic 
development and entrepreneurism,” Wright says. 
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Junior selected for prestigious national 
scholarship, first winner from Mines 

 
Junior industrial engineering and 
engineering management student 
Vaughn Vargas from Rapid City 
and a member of the Cheyenne 
River Sioux Tribe has been 
awarded the $5,000 Udall 
Scholarship, one of five prestigious, 
national programs established by 
the U.S. Congress  – the Harry S. 
Truman and Barry Goldwater 
scholarships among them. Vargas 
is the first South Dakotan since 
2011 to receive this distinction 
and only one of 15 since 1996. He 
is also the first School of Mines 
student to become a Udall scholar. 

The $5,000 scholarship comes with 
a four-day orientation in Tucson, 
Ariz., where Vargas will meet with 
other scholars from across the 

CONTINUE FROM PAGE 1 
 
associate professor in the Department of Electrical & 
Computer Engineering. 

Co-funded by the National Science Foundation and the 
Experimental Program to Stimulate  Competitive 
Research, the new REU site is the recipient of $274,400.00. 
It joins two other sites at the School of Mines: “Back to 
the Future” focused on research in metallurgical 
engineering and “Security Printing and Anti- 
Counterfeiting Technology” (SPACT). 

“One of the hallmarks of a Mines education is our hands- 
on, engaged learning approach. We are very pleased 
to be able to offer a third funded summer research 
experience for undergraduates,”Mines President Heather 
Wilson said. 

“This National Science Foundation award underscores 
the great work done by faculty and students at the 
South Dakota School of Mines & Technology. The REU 
site is a tremendous tool that will help students as they 
pursue their  degrees in electrical and computer 
engineering. I am especially pleased the REU site has 
an emphasis on involving  women and veterans in 
science education,” U.S. Senator Tim Johnson added. 

country,  elected  officials and 
environmental and tribal leaders. 

“Vaughn is such a talented and 

The first-ever Udall scholar from Mines, Vaughn Vargas stands 
with Professor Carter Kerk, who also serves as assistant to the 
provost for Native American initiatives, and Mines President 
Heather Wilson. 

The university also serves as the lead institution for the 
newly created SPACT center, where researchers address 
the nation’s most pervasive and destructive security 

humble young man with brilliant ideas and vision, and we are honored to have 
him as our first Udall scholar,” added Carter Kerk, Ph.D., industrial engineering 
professor and assistant to the provost for Native American initiatives. 

After graduation, Vargas hopes to help lower the poverty rate on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation as a consultant for businesses and governmental entities looking to 
expand operations to tribal land. “To help protect and further the interest of trial 
residents, I would also like to conduct government-to-government mediation 
concerning major environmental  threats and policies, as well as economic 
development,” he adds. 

“The best students at Mines can compete with the best students anywhere,” said 
Heather Wilson, president of the School of Mines. “We are very proud of Vaughn, 
and I know this scholarship will help enable his continued development as a 
leader.” 

Vargas has been awarded a multitude of honors during his academic career, first 
at Oglala Lakota College  (OLC) and Black Hills State University, then at his current 
university, the School of Mines. He has been Mr. AIHEC (American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium) 2013, Student of the Year at OLC, a National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Tiospaye  Scholar and a NASA Space Grant Recipient. He has 
also earned the American Indian Entrepreneurial Scholarship and has accepted 
an NSF Quality Education for Minorities internship in Washington, D.C. 

He is a board member of the Adolescent Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition 
and has served as chapter president of American Indian Business Leaders (OLC ) 
and as a member of Prairie Hills Audubon Society, American Indian Science & 
Engineering Society, Music Center Activities and Institute of Industrial Engineers. 

The Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall  Foundation awards scholarships of up to 
$5,000 annually to students committed to careers related to the environment, 
tribal public policy or Native American healthcare. 

Wilson, herself a first generation college student who earned a Rhodes scholarship 
after graduating from the Air Force Academy, has encouraged Mines students to 
apply for prestigious scholarships like the Udall. Last November, Mines student 
Travis Davis from Buffalo was the first graduate to earn a Mitchell Scholarship. 
Davis will be studying biomedical engineering at Trinity College Dublin, Ireland. 

and counterfeiting problems ranging from passports 
to pharmaceuticals. 
 
 

Peabody’s president and COO 
speaks at 169th commencement 

 

Glenn Kellow, president and chief operating officer of 
Peabody  Energy,   delivered   the   address  at 
the School of Mines 169th commencement ceremony. 
Nearly 300 Doctor of Philosophy, Master of Science, 
Bachelor of Science and Associate of Arts degrees were 
awarded,  and Kellow was awarded an honorary 

doctorate. 
 

Peabody is the world’s largest 
private-sector coal company with 
more than 8,000 employees. Based 
at the company’s headquarters in 
St. Louis, Kellow is responsible for 
all aspects of Peabody’s operations, 
including  safety,  environment, 

production, sales and marketing, engineering and 
planning, strategy and business development. 

“Glenn Kellow is a leader in the energy and mining 
industries on two continents and is well known for his 
relentless focus on mine safety. The School of Mines is 
located just a two-hour drive from the Powder River 
Basin, which supplies the energy for electricity in one 
out of every five homes in America,”said Heather Wilson, 
president of the South Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology. “With so many of our graduates serving in 
the energy and mining sectors, we are honored to have 
Glenn share his perspective with our graduates and 
their families. 
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Mines, RESPEC partner on new 
Shale Research Initiative 

 

 
 

State Rep. David Lust (from left), Lance Roberts, Ph.D., of RESPEC, and Mines President Heather Wilson announce the Shale Research 
Initiative partnership, which will focus on a range of experiments important to the energy and environment. 

 

Senior earns 
prestigious NCA A 

award 
 

Janelle Strampe, a South 
Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology double-sport 
scholar athlete who 
excelled in women’s 
volleyball, has been 
awarded  the  2013-14 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) Postgraduate Scholarship, 
becoming the first student-athlete at 
Mines to receive the prestigious honor. 

Also a standout basketball player, Strampe 
will use the $7,500 NCAA award in pursuit 
of  a master’s degree in  biomedical 
engineering from the School of Mines. 
She plans to pursue a doctorate degree. 

A chemical engineering major from Green 
River, Wyo., she recently graduated summa 

 
The South Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology and industry partner RESPEC 
announced the launch of the Shale Research 
Initiative funded by the State of South Dakota 
in the recently concluded legislative session. 
Initial work will assess the feasibility of what 
would be the nation’s first underground shale 
research laboratory. 

The Shale Research Initiative will focus on a 
range of experiments important to energy 
and the environment including enhanced 
energy   produc tion,   car bon   dioxide 
sequestration, underground  hydrocarbon 
storage and waste disposal in shale. 

The School of Mines, located in western South 
Dakota, is equidistant from the Bakken, Mowry 
and Niobrara shale plays in the upper Midwest. 

“ The School  of  Mines has expertise in 
underground engineering and geology as 
well as energy and the environment. South 
Dakota is making a major investment in shale 
research. Working with RESPEC as our industrial 
partner, we will work to expand the research 
we are doing in this field for both government 
and private sector sponsors,” said Heather 
Wilson, Mines president. 

The South Dakota Legislature recently 
approved $464,000 for continued study of 
shale behavior and the feasibility of 
constructing an underground laboratory. Rep. 
David Lust, R-Rapid City, who led the effort to 
fund the program, said, “South Dakota is 
uniquely positioned to advance research in 
this area that is very important to the energy 
industry and the nation.” 

 
The newly established state effort will fund 
drilling and sampling of various shale units, 
conducting advanced laboratory testing of 
shale, and performing geo-mechanical 
analyses to investigate initial design concepts 
for an underground shale laboratory. 

In 2012, the School of Mines and RESPEC 
conducted initial shale research funded by 
the Department of Energy through Sandia 
National Lab. The School of Mines and RESPEC 
will continue jointly  to pursue additional 
federally sponsored research in this area to 
leverage the state investment. 

Lance Roberts, RESPEC senior vice president, 
said, “There is a lot of science to be done on 
the characterization of shale and its potential 
for storage of hydrocarbons, enhanced oil 
recovery, and safe disposal of waste in very 
deep repositories. Our partnership with the 
School of Mines helps position South Dakota 
as a leader in the science of deep underground 
storage and disposal in shale, and we look 
forward to continued work in the future.” 

The shale project is being led by William 
Roggenthen, Ph.D., Mines research scientist, 
and Roberts, Ph.D. RESPEC is a Rapid City-based 
national engineering consulting firm founded 
in 1969 by School of Mines faculty members. 
The company employs more than 200 people 
and specializes in the mining and energy, 
water and natural resources, and information 
technologies. 

cum laude. She also was recently presented 
a $10,000 Tau Beta Pi Fellowship  Award. 

“This is such a great honor and I owe a big 
thanks to many individuals at the School 
of Mines who helped make this possible,” 
Strampe said.“The NCAA is an outstanding 
organization that helps young adults 
further their studies. I am so happy they 
have awarded this gift to help me advance 
my education, and I’m honored to have 
had to opportunity to compete in NCAA 
Div. II athletics.” 

Construction begins for new 
student wellness center 

 
Construction has begun on the new 
student wellness and recreation center. 
The $8.9 million project, which will bring 
new basketball courts, fitness rooms and 
a climbing wall, is projected to be complete 
by April 2015. 

Alumnus and major donor Stephen 
Newlin, who is chairman, president and 
chief executive officer of PolyOne 
Corporation, visited campus to formally 
break ground at the construction site. 
Newlin, a 1976 graduate who now heads 
the world’s premier provider of specialty 
polymer materials, services and solutions, 
has given $2 million to the project. 

Students  have been working  on the 
project for three years and are paying the 
majority of construction costs through a 
$6.7 million  “tax” they  approved  in 
increased fees. 
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landmark 

 
Restoring a beloved Lueken named athletic director 

competition and announced earlier this year 
it will join the RMAC. 

“I want to thank President Wilson and South 
Dakota School of Mines & Technology for this 
great opportunity  to lead the Hardrocker 
athletic department into the future. I’m 
extremely excited to work with the coaches, 
staff and the campus community. June 2nd 
can’t come quick enough for me,” Lueken said. 

He cited Mines exceptional academic setting 
and affordability for all students, along with 

More than  200 volunteers from  32 
organizations donated nearly 345 hours 
re-treeing and cleaning up one of Rapid 
City’s most beloved landmarks – Storybook 
Island – helping to restore the landscape 
after the devastating October blizzard. 

Volunteers from the School of Mines and 
city, campus and community organizations 
planted trees in the park, refurbished the 
entrance landscaping, replaced fencing, 
shrubs and plants and cleaned up the 
debris left by the storm. 

Organizations that participated are: 
• Hardrocker soccer and  women’s 

basketball teams; Triangle, Delta Sigma 
Phi, Alpha Chi Sigma, Lambda Chi Alpha 
and Theta Tau fraternities; Alpha Delta 
Pi and Alpha Omega Epsilon sororities; 
InterFraternity Council; Rotaract Club; 
Norbeck Uni; Circle K International; 
American Society of Civil Engineers; 
American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers; Veterans Club; Professional 
Development Institute; Grounds; 
Sustainability Committee and University 
Relations 

•      City of Rapid City Department of Parks 
& Recreation 

•       Rapid City Sustainability Committee 

•       Big Brothers, Big Sisters 

•      Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts Pack 2 

•      City of Rapid City Solid Waste Division 
(donated compost) 

•       Rapid City Public Parks Foundation 

•       Beyond the Books 

•       Stevens High School 

•       Morning and Noon Rotary 

•      Tumbleweeds  4H 

•       WBB 
 

See all the photos from the event: 
www.facebook.com/sdsmt/photos_albums 

 
 
 
 
 
The School of Mines announced that Joel 
Lueken will be its next athletic director. Lueken 
currently serves as associate athletic director 
for William Jewell College in Liberty, Mo. 

Mines President Heather Wilson announced 
the appointment, effective June 2, at a news 
conference. 

“We are a full Division II member and new 
members of the Rocky Mountain Athletic 
Conference. Joel helped William Jewell through 
its transition from the NAIA to NCAA Division 
II, and we look forward to his leadership as he 
takes Mines athletics to a new level,” Wilson 
said. 

Lueken will step into the role vacated by Dick 
Kaiser, who left July 31 for a position at 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University in 
Alva, Okla., to be closer to family. 

“Tiffany McCampbell and Michael Gunn have 
done a great job this year as co-interim Athletic 
Directors. Joel inherits a strong coaching staff 
in our athletic department that got Mines into 
the RMAC and has recruited scholar-athletes 
who are a great fit for our school.  All of our 
teams have higher GPAs than the school at 
large. Everyone stepped up, and I appreciate 
their leadership this year,” Wilson said. 

Lueken brings 15 years of experience in day- 
to-day operations in college athletics. He 
joined William Jewell College in 2006 as athletic 
event management/assistant baseball coach 
and recruiting coordinator.  In 2009 he was 
named associate athletic director. Prior to his 
time at William Jewell, he was head baseball 
coach/assistant women’s basketball coach/ 
admissions recruiter for Ellsworth Community 
College in Iowa Falls, Iowa, and was assistant 
baseball coach and transfer recruiting 
coordinator for Ottawa University in Ottawa, 
Kansas. 

The School of Mines is currently in its first year 
as a full member of NCAA Division II athletic 

university leadership  as among reasons he 
accepted the position. 

“Throughout the whole search and hiring 
process, everyone I spoke with had nothing 
but positive things to say about President 
Wilson and her ability to lead at Mines. 
Administrative support is key to a successful 
athletic department,” he said. “What a 
tremendous opportunity Mines offers students, 
not just athletes: a quality education, quality 
athletics and a tremendous return on their 
investment.” 

Lueken was directly engaged in the transition 
of William Jewell College from NAIA to NCAA 
Division II status.  William Jewell is a small, 
well-regarded, liberal arts college in Liberty, 
Mo., with a teacher-student ratio and academic 
emphasis similar to Mines. 

At William Jewell, Lueken managed the $4 
million William Jewell athletic scholarship 
awards and was involved with day-to-day 
management of the Cardinal Athletic Fund 
and the creation of the Champions Circle 
organizations. Additionally, Lueken has been 
responsible for the implementation, daily 
administration and sustainability of the Jewell 
Athletic Corporate partnership program, a 
program designed to supplement athletic 
funding and invite community engagement 
for William Jewell College Athletics.  He also 
served on a task force to develop a plan to 
enhance community engagement in Liberty, 
Mo. 

Lueken holds a Master of Science in health 
and physical education from Northwest 
Missouri State University, Maryville, Mo.; 
Bachelor of Arts in history/political science 
from Ottawa University, Ottawa,  Kan.; and an 
associate’s degree from Ellsworth Community 
College, Iowa Falls, Iowa. 

Tiffany McCampbell, head volleyball coach 
and senior women’s administrator/assistant 
athletic director, and Michael Gunn, Ph.D., 
associate provost for academic affairs and 
enrollment management, have served as co- 
interim athletic directors during the search 
process. 
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Design Fair culminates year-long technical projects 
A year’s worth of technical design research culminated April 15 for 
graduating Mines students, as they demonstrated their achievements 
at the 2014 Senior Design Fair. 

The interactive fair showcased more than 50 senior capstone projects. 
Traditional student design projects from the Center of Excellence for 
Advanced Manufacturing and Production were also on display. In 
addition to demonstrating their projects, team members answered 
questions about their systems and interacted with the public. 

All graduating seniors in engineering disciplines and computer science 
are required to participate in two semesters of team design. Many of 
the projects receive sponsorship from private industry, government 
agencies and local businesses. 

 
 
 
 

Mines student wins top  prize at South 
Dakota Academy of Sciences meeting 

 

 
 

From left, Andy Detwiler, Alex Wulff, and Thomas Montoya of the School of Mines. Professors Detwiler and 
Montoya served as local organizers for the South Dakota Academy of Sciences meeting held in Rapid City, where 
Wulff took top prize at a student symposium. 

 
Mines computer science student Alex Wulff recently took first place for his 
research studying the formation of wormhole defects in friction-stir welds. 

Wulff, a junior from Rapid City, won the honor for his research titled “Variability 
in Micro Computed Tomography Images for Non-Destructive Evaluation of 
Friction-Stir Weld Quality” in the student symposium at the 99th meeting of 
the South Dakota Academy of Sciences. 

Nearly 80 scientists from around the state gathered for the conference. 
 

Wulff studied friction-stir weld defects using a Micro CT machine and has 
become a campus expert on the use of the machine for non-destructive testing. 
He has written complex software to process image data and allow users to look 
at a defect as if it was a solid object. His work, done in part during the Research 
Experience for Undergraduates at Mines in 2013, also took second place at the 
Mines Undergraduate Research Symposium. 

He plans to graduate in May 2015 and has already been accepted to the Mines 
Computational Sciences & Robotics master’s program. He has accepted a 
software development internship with Amazon this summer. 

Wulff completed his research under the guidance of Antonette Logar, Ph.D.; 
Ed Corwin, Ph.D., Bill Cross, Ph.D., Mike West, Ph.D., and Bharat Jasthi, Ph.D. 

Local organizers of this year’s meeting were Department of Atmospheric & 
Environmental Sciences Professor Andy Detwiler, Ph.D., and Department of 
Electrical Engineering Professor Thomas Montoya, Ph.D. Several Mines faculty 
members and students presented at the meeting. 

 
6 

 

ASME students take top honors at 
regional conference 

 
The Grubby Team placed fifth in the ASME Student Design Competition, which 
challenged students to develop a remote-controlled unmanned aerial vehicle 
to navigate obstacles and deliver a payload on target, simulating wildfire fighting 
techniques. From left to right: Megan Frager, Peoria, Ill., Eric Larsen, Sioux Falls, 
Jared Johnson, Rapid City, Steve Sobania, Rapid City, and Dan Bickett, Rapid 
City. 

 
The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) 
took home a number of honors at the ASME Student 
Professional Development Conference in Madison, Wis. 

The Grubby Team placed fifth in the ASME Student Design 
Competition, which challenged students to develop a 
remote-controlled  unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) to 
navigate obstacles and deliver a payload on target. The 
challenge was intended to simulate a UAV that could drop 
water and flame retardant on wildfires. 

Mohamed Hakeem Mohamed Nizar, senior, Sri Lanka, 
placed first in the Old Guard Poster Presentation with his 
research poster  titled,  “Virtual Dynamic  Systems 
Laboratories Using V-Real.” Jerry Farke, senior, Armour, 
placed second in the presentation for his senior design 
project developing a hybrid rocket. 

Megan Frager, senior, Peoria, Ill., received the District C 
nomination for the ASME Charles T. Main Award, the most 
prestigious award that can be conferred to an ASME 
student member. Only nine other students worldwide 
are nominated each year. 

Students who received scholarships at the conference 
were: Nizar; Jonah Thune, junior, Big Stone City; Jordan 
Landen, freshman, Eaton, Colo.; Zachary Scheuffele, senior, 
Wagner; Zachary Kroehler, senior, Henderson, Minn.; 
Jeremy Adams, junior, Sundance, Wyo.; Carina Russell, 
junior, Omaha, Neb.; and Heather Goka, senior, Black 
Hawk. 
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Students empower Native American 
youth to pursue higher education 

 

 
Senior chemistry major Jacob Phipps and junior physics major Domingo Tamayo conduct 
chemistry experiments at schools on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Indian reservations in an 
outreach effort aimed at empowering Native American youth to pursue higher education. 

In the starkly beautiful grasslands of the Pine Ridge and Rosebud 
Indian reservations, more than 10,000 children face grim statistical 
categories: high school dropout, unemployed, at-risk. And of the 
youth who graduate high school, just over one-tenth earn bachelor’s 
degrees. This spring break, the American Indian Science & Engineering 
Society (AISES) chapter at the South Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology visited four reservation schools in an outreach effort 
aimed at empowering youth to pursue higher education – and 
radically change the trajectory of a generation. 

Visiting St. Francis High School, Todd County High School, Red Cloud 
High School and Sinte Gleska University, Jacob Phipps, a senior 
chemistry major of the Muscogee Nation (Creek), from Mesa, Ariz.; 
Domingo Tamayo, a Sicangu Lakota junior and physics major from 

ASCE students take regional civil 
engineering competition by storm 

 

 
The American Society of Civil Engineers student chapter at Mines readies to haul its concrete canoe 
to open water, eager to test its handiwork in the concrete canoe race. 
 
Attending the annual American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 

Regional Student Conference in Fort Collins, Colo., the ASCE student 
chapter at the South Dakota School of Mines & Technology took 
second in the Canstruction design competition. The chapter also took 
third overall in the steel bridge design competition, placing first in 
stiffness, efficiency and display. ASCE will go on to the national steel 
bridge competition held in Akron, Ohio, in May. 

The conference included a business meeting, professional and technical 
presentations and competitions including surveying, technical and 
non-technical paper presentations, concrete canoe racing and steel 
bridge design. 
 

Paterson honored as J.P. Gries 
Geologist of the Year 

the Rosebud Sioux tribe; and Kimberlynn Cameron, a geological 
engineering senior of the Standing Rock Lakota tribe, conducted 
hands-on experiments with local students and presented on their 
internships and research. 

Phipps focused on chemistry and its applications. 
 

“The chemistry experiments I did with them included elephant’s 
toothpaste, iodine clock reaction and a hydrophilic polymer that 
absorbed 300 times its weight. … Some of the students realized 
that its (the polymer’s) main use was in disposable diapers. This led 
to me talking about applying what they learn in the classroom to 
real life. I left each class with this: ‘Take something you learn this 
week in class and apply it at home,’” said Phipps. 

Hailing from a town of more than 400,000 in the desert southwest, 
visiting the rural reservation was an eye-opener for Phipps – but 
not one without  promise. “I gained knowledge of their current 
situations … and some of the challenges they face. I hope the 
students took out of it that it is possible to leave home, the reservation, 
and make it on our own. It is possible to get a higher education, and 
there are so many opportunities for us, the Native American family. 
... I hope they will attempt to make an effort to look for scholarships 
and apply for college and pursue what they love.” 

And he hopes to be back next year, doing his part to “change the 
numbers of Native Americans as a whole in higher education.” 

AISES is a national organization whose goal is to substantially increase 
the representation of American Indian & Alaska Natives in science, 
technology, engineering and math. The Mines chapter strives to 
uphold this mission through professional development, educational 
outreach and cultural identification. 

The South Dakota section of the 
American Institute of Professional 
Geologists  (AIPG) has named 
School of Mines recently retired 
professor Colin J. Paterson, Ph.D., 
as 2014 J.P. Gries Geologist of the 
Year. The award is named in honor 
of Dr.  John Paul Gries for his 
exceptional work in the field of 
geology and is provided each year 
by the South Dakota Section AIPG 
in memory of Gries, a longtime 
geology professor at Mines. 

A native of New Zealand, Paterson 
earned Ph.D. and B.Sc. (honors) 
degrees in geology at University 
of Otago in 1978 and 1972, 
respectively. He inherited his love 
of the outdoors, sports and 
geology in the terrain of the South 
Island of New Zealand. While 
attending university there, 
Paterson interned with mineral 
exploration companies, completed 
his Ph.D., and then took a position 
as lecturer in economic geology 
at the University of Cape Town in 
South Africa. 

His educational  and research 

experiences led him to an 
academic career in North America. 

Paterson recently retired as 
professor of economic geology at 
the School of Mines, after 32 years 
in the Department of Geology & 
Geological Engineering for the 
past 32 years. 
 
 
 
About Legacy News 

 

Legacy News is produced by 
the   O ffice   of   Universit y 
Relations. The newsletter is a 
compilation of news releases, 
photos and Web articles. 

To submit news or story ideas 
or to subscribe to the email 
distribution list, please contact 
Fran LeFort, communications 
manager, at 605.394.6082 or at 
fran.lefort@sdsmt.edu. For 
more School of Mines news, 
visit news.sdsmt.edu 
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Viewers in 11 nations watch 2014 Commencement 
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At its peak, 130 users viewed 
the May 10 ceremony. The viewers 
were from 27 states and 11 nations. 
While 32 percent of the viewers used 
a mobile device, the average viewing 
session 
was 41 
minutes. 

For 
the 
graduate 
ceremony, 
viewers 
were 
located 
in 12 
states and nine nations. Recaps of the 
ceremonies have been viewed more 
than 3,000 times. 

One of those individuals viewing 
the replay was SDSU Provost Laurie 
Nichols. 

“I was impressed with the video 
quality, particularly while viewing on 
my phone,” said Nichols. “We have had 
great interest in our commencement 

exercises not only on campus, but also 
throughout the United States and the 
world. This effort allows us to share 
the ceremony with others and allows 
them to share it as well.” 

As of May 
12, the recaps have 
been played nearly 
2,500 times on 
Facebook, 
reaching more than 
19,000 people. On 
YouTube, the recaps 
have been viewed 
nearly 800 times. 

On the day 
of the ceremonies, the webpage— 
graduation.sdstate.edu—was accessed 
nearly 2,000 times from 40 states and 
22 nations. 

As part of the live streaming, 
SDSU created the #sdstate14 hashtag 
on Twitter and Instagram to allow 
graduates to share their experience 
with friends and family. 
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IMPACTEvents 
S.D. Art Museum  to host Lakota Arts + Identities workshop 

 

 
Harvey Markowitz explains objects during the 2013 Lakota Arts + Identities workshop. 

 
changed and other aspects have stayed 
the same,” said Howe. 

“Guests will explore the cultural 
and historical complexity of the Lakota, 
through the art museum’s objects and 
works. Without the art and access 
the museum is providing, this type of 
workshop could not be achieved.” 

“Our collection serves as an 
important resource for learning and 
inspiration. It provides the public with a 
greater appreciation and understanding 
of Native American traditions and 
culture,” said Lisa Scholten, South 
Dakota Art Museum coordinator of 
collections. 

Both events emphasize the critical 
thinking requirements required by 
the Common Core Standards, and 
teach methods of incorporating 

Culture, art, language and history 
remain sacred to the Lakota and will be 
the focus of an upcoming South Dakota 
Art Museum workshop and seminar. 

Led by Craig Howe, director 
of the Center for American Indian 
Research and Native Studies in Martin, 
the workshop and seminar welcome 
individuals interested in furthering 
their understanding  of the Lakota 
culture. 

“People interested in Lakota history 
and culture will appreciate the depth 
of knowledge the workshop presenters 
express,” said Howe. “And individuals 
interested in art museum collections 
will have an unparalleled opportunity to 
design their own exhibits using actual 
objects.” 

The seminar, held June 17 from 

8 a.m. to noon, explores approaches 
for understanding  and teaching 
Oceti Sakowin history and culture. 
Participants learn about the Oceti 
Sakowin confederacy and Lakota 
spirituality and kinship, focusing on 
South Dakota tribes. 

During the three-day Lakota Arts 
+ Identities workshop June 17-19, 
participants work with objects in the 
museum’s collection and read excerpts 
from classic Lakota literature. 

The Oceti Sakowin seminar is 
included in the Lakota Arts + Identities 
workshop. Participants create exhibits 
and classroom activities based upon the 
seminar’s themes. 

“Lakota culture is complex and 
sophisticated, and over its countless 
generations, aspects of the culture have 

Lakota history throughout  classroom 
curriculum. 

The workshops feature an array 
of educators specializing in American 
Indian studies including Harvey 
Markowitz, Ann Robertson, Peri Strain, 
Lisa Scholten and Lynn Verschoor. 

The half-day seminar is $60, and 
the three-day workshop is $270. 

Educators who wish to earn 
a continuing education unit from the 
half-day seminar may submit additional 
work online afterward, and those 
wishing to receive two hours of graduate 
or undergraduate  credit for the three-day 
workshop pay an additional 
$90 June 17. 

For registration and more 
information, visit the CAIRNS website 
or call 605-685-6484. 
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IMPACTCommunity 
 

South Dakota State, Sanford Health partner 
on human health, nutrition research 

South Dakota State and Sanford Health have partnered to conduct collaborative 
research on human nutrition, weight management and other dietary-related areas. This 
research will address key objectives of the Profile by Sanford® program. 

Profile is a weight-management program that uses customized meal plans and 
health coaches. It was developed by Sanford physicians and researchers. 

Through the partnership, SDSU researchers will have opportunities to collaborate 
with investigators from Sanford Research on topics like metabolism, food choices 
and consumption, prenatal nutrition, genetics, food manufacturing and nutritional 
interactions with the human microbiome. Research findings relevant to Profile will be 
considered as the program evolves and expands. 

Sanford Health will provide $250,000 annually for five years for the seed-grant 
program. Also, SDSU is requesting an additional $200,000 through the South Dakota 
Board of Regents Research and Development Innovation program to bring the total 

 

University to offer 
intensive ESL program 

The Office of International Affairs 
and Outreach is taking applications for 

its first class 
in an intensive 
English as 
a second 
language 
(ESL) program 
starting with 
the fall 2014 
semester. 

The ESL 
program, 

collaboration with Sanford to $450,000 for the 2015 fiscal year. 
“This partnership really is about people and communities,” said Kevin Kephart, 

Nathan Ziegler which will 
be called 

the university’s vice president for research. “By combining our efforts and resources, 
SDSU and Sanford are building on a solid foundation of ongoing research and a strong, 
existing relationship. The resulting synergy will help improve quality of life and better 
serve the public good throughout South Dakota and the region.” 

The Profile system utilizes meal-replacement products, nutritionally complete 
foods, qualified health coaches and client tracking of body weight, blood pressure and 
physical activity through smart wireless technology. A clinical and scientific advisory 
board comprised of 10 Sanford physicians and researchers oversaw the development of 
Profile. 

“The goal of this program is to expand our research and developing efforts with 
a world-class university; the collaboration between Sanford and SDSU is a natural fit 
because of the university’s mission as a leading land-grant research institution,” said 
Rich Adcock, president of Sanford Frontiers, which developed Profile. 

2014 Common Read selection  announced 
Tim Nichols, dean of the Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback Honors College, 

announced that “The Good Food Revolution” will be the selection for the 2014 
Common Read. 

“The Good Food Revolution” 
was written by Will Allen, who played 
professional basketball and was an 
executive for KFC and Procter & 
Gamble. Allen cashed in his retirement 
fund to purchase two acres to create an 
urban farm in Milwaukee in the early 
1990s. 

Allen, who will speak at State 
Oct. 27 at the Griffith Honors Forum Lecture, is the founder and CEO for Growing 
Power, a national nonprofit organization and land trust supporting people from diverse 
backgrounds and the environments in which they live, by helping to provide equal 
access to healthy, high-quality, safe and affordable food for people in all communities. 

“We felt coming off ‘The Heart and the First’ that our bar was high so we took 
some extra time in the selection process to make sure we landed on the right book," 
said Nichols, noting “The Good Food Revolution” was one of 50 nominations. 

Nichols said “The Good Food Revolution” brings a number of elements: diversity, 
public health issues and a connection to agriculture. 

the English Language and Culture 
Institute, is aimed at preparing 
students who speak a first language 
other than English to be admitted into 
nationally accredited higher education 
institutions. The program was recently 
presented to the South Dakota Board 
of Regents. 

According to ESL director Nathan 
Ziegler, there will be 20 available spots 
at SDSU for students in September. He 
plans to have 20 additional spots in 
spring 2015 and summer 2015. 

“With the implementation of 
the intensive ESL program, we’ve 
figured out a streamlined program 
that will prepare students in a 
12-month period of time to enter the 
SDSU undergraduate and graduate 
programs,” said Ziegler, who will team 
with Rusty Wienk, an ESL program 
coordinator. 

Students will spend 20 hours in 
reading, writing, listening and speaking 
programs in addition to taking a three- 
hour course to help acclimate them 
to American business practices, the 
culture and the differences in higher 
education. They will also spend two 
hours each week in a communications 
workshop. 

Current SDSU students who want 
to improve a particular skill can 
register part time for the program and 
take that in coordination with their 
other courses. 
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Art Museum receives grant to survey 1,800 works 
The actual treatment of the works is 

not covered by the ILMS federal grant. 
The museum will have to apply for 
another grant and solicit public support in 
order to have the works restored. 

“Some of the works will be treated 
in-house, but some pieces will need 
special equipment and expertise, which 
will require the pieces to be sent out,” 
said Scholten. “Treatment of the works 
will be a multiyear project, but we want 
these pieces to be enjoyed for many 
generations.” 

During their time at the museum, 
Buschor and Clise conducted a training 
workshop for the South Dakota Art 
Museum staff and interns discussing the 

This Harvey Dunn pen drawing on paper has been folded, taped together and discolored due to 
acid exposure. In the past, many works were mounted using unstable materials such as masking 
tape, cardboard and acidic mats, causing discoloration and tears. Through a Institute of Museum 
and Library Services grant, the art museum had 1,800 works on paper surveyed, noting condition 
issues that need to be addressed. The grant will help the museum fulfill its mission to make sure 
the artwork is available for exhibitions, education and research. 

proper techniques for matting, framing 
and hinging works on paper. 

Buschor and Clise also gave a 
presentation to the SDSU advanced 
printmaking class, discussing their 

Dog-eared corners, mold, masking 
tape, and acidic mats causing yellow 
discoloration are issues affecting many 
of the 1,800 works on paper at the South 
Dakota Art Museum. 

Through the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS), the art museum 
has received $54,496 to have those works 
surveyed by two conservators from the 
Midwest Art Conservation Center. The 
grant also provided funds to properly 
rehouse and store the artwork. 

The IMLS grant is highly competitive 
and after the third attempt of applying, the 
South Dakota Art Museum received one 
of the 244 grants awarded nationally. 

“The grant will help the museum 
fulfill its mission and allow us to make 
sure the artwork is available for 
exhibitions, education and research,” said 
Lisa Scholten, South Dakota Art Museum 
coordinator and curator of collections. 

“The works on paper are a valuable 
part of the museum providing artwork for 
in-house exhibitions and opportunities 
for multidisciplinary research at State.” 

 
Surveying the art 

Elizabeth Buschor, senior paper 
conservator, and Dianna Clise, associate 

paper conservator, both from the Midwest 
Art Conservation Center, performed a 
detailed survey of the works April 2-10. 

The two-year matching grant provides 
the needed resources for the museum to 
assess and develop a strategy for 
safeguarding the works on paper that 
make up part of the permanent collection. 
The conservation survey of the works on 
paper, conducted by Buschor and Clise, 
provided valuable information about 
conservation needs of the works. 

The survey consisted of more than a 
quarter of the museum’s overall art 
collection, which consists of nearly 7,000 
objects. 

Many of the works were mounted 
using unstable materials such as masking 
tape, cardboard and acidic mats, causing 
discoloration and tears. Over the course of 
nine days, the two conservators, Scholten, 
and two SDSU student interns will 
survey each piece, and complete a written 
evaluation noting all condition issues that 
need to be addressed. 

“We noted which pieces need more 
urgent care,” said Scholten. “Mold and 
active flaking are conditions that need 
urgent care, while minor discoloration, 
folds and small tears are less urgent.” 

work and career opportunities in paper 
conservation. 
 
Goble collection a priority 

The museum’s 625-piece collection 
of Paul Goble’s watercolor works on 
paper was a main priority during the 
conservation. “Many of Goble’s pieces are 
glued to boards, have discoloration and 
old adhesive staining,” said Scholten. 

Goble, a Caldecott Award-winning 
children’s book author and illustrator, 
donated the collection to the art museum 
in 1995. 

“This body of work is particularly 
important to us and our mission, because 
it’s the only collection in the museum that 
represents a living artist and his entire 
body of work,” Scholten said. 

“Goble’s collection serves for 
exhibitions, but also research. Currently, 
a Canadian scholar is writing a book on 
Goble, and these paintings are essential to 
his research.” 

The museum has an endowment 
fund for people wishing to donate money 
to help in the treatment and preservation 
of the artwork. Individuals can also 
“adopt” a piece of art, and help with 
preservation costs for a specific piece. 

 
4  |  I MP A C T  S t a t e  •  M A Y  20 1 4  



ATTACHMENT  I 32  
 
 

IMPACTResearch 
Ecologist to receive National Wetlands Research Award 

Wetlands may be the least understood 
ecosystem, but their value is immense, 
according to Distinguished Professor W. 
Carter Johnson of the Department of 
Natural Resource Management. “Anything 
that affects them will have a big impact on 
the landscape.” 

For more than 40 years, the 
ecologist has studied wetlands along 
rivers and in the prairie pothole region 
that extends from Canada through the 
Dakotas to Iowa. In recognition of his 
contributions  to wetlands conservation, 
the Environmental Law 
Institute has awarded 
Johnson the National 
Wetlands Award for 
Science Research. The 
award is presented to an 
academic, consultant or 
other individual leading 
scientific research on 
wetland values and 
functions, restoration or 
enhancement. 

Since 1989, the 
National Wetlands 
Awards program has 
honored individuals 
who have demonstrated 
extraordinary 

so much biodiversity and importance to 
the health of the landscape,” he noted, 
citing wetlands teaming with birds, 
amphibians and beneficial insects. In 
addition, wetlands retain floodwaters and 
filter water naturally. 

South Dakota has a unique legacy in 
its mixture of lakes, wetlands and 
grasslands. “It’s an incredibly beautiful 
and productive landscape, and we haven’t 
treated it very well,” Johnson said. 

Most of the river or riparian wetlands 
along the Missouri River were lost 

Restoring tall prairie grasses 
Seven years ago, Johnson became 

one of the founders of the EcoSun Prairie 
Farms to demonstrate the viability of a 
“working grass farm,” as a means of 
restoring tall grass prairie and pothole 
wetlands. He and his cohorts formed 
the nonprofit organization and leased a 
section of land near Colman, where they 
began planting blue stem, prairie cord 
grass and other perennial species native to 
the area on retired cropland. 

The farm generates income from three 
main sources—forage 
hay, native plant seed and, 
more recently, grass-fed 
beef. The native grasses 
require less input than 
rowcrops, while resulting 
in less erosion, better soil 
and water quality and 
more wildlife. 

During the dry 
summer of 2012, he 
pointed out, “the grass 
farm didn’t show 
drought.” The plants 
were a bit shorter, but 
“nothing died, and it all 
came back the next year.” 
A recent analysis showed 

commitment  to our 
nation’s wetlands. The 
recipients provide 

Distinguished Professor W. Carter Johnson, left, and Michael Scott, a research ecologist from 
the U.S. Geological Survey in Ft. Collins, Colo., examine the intriguing cottonwood root system to 
evaluate the effect of 2011 Missouri River flooding. 

a net yearly farm profit of 
$60,000, and the highest 
income levels came from 

wonderful examples of how individual 
citizens across the country can, and 
do, make a difference in wetlands 
conservation and restoration efforts. 

“I am both elated and honored. This is 
about as prestigious award as someone in 
my line of work can get,” said Johnson, 
adding that he joins a distinguished group 
of scientists including his colleague, 
professor Carol Johnston, who received 
the award in 2009. He was honored at 
a ceremony May 8 at the U.S. Botanic 
Garden in Washington, D.C. 

 
Understanding importance of wetlands 

Through his wetlands research, 
Johnson has sought to help people 
understand  their importance. “They have 

when the reservoirs were established, 
according to Johnson. He estimated 
that 80 percent of the riparian wetlands 
have been destroyed. The only sizable 
remnants in South Dakota occur below 
the Gavins Point and Fort Randall dams. 
These “retain much of their original 
biodiversity observed by Lewis and Clark,” 
he explained. 

For his dissertation in the early ’70s, 
he studied the forests along the river. Two 
years ago, he looked at what has changed 
over the last 40 years. “The cottonwood 
is on the way out,” he noted, because 
they “require floods and new sandbars to 
regenerate.” American elm is mostly gone 
from Dutch elm disease and ash trees are 
being threatened by the emerald ash borer. 

wetland acres. 
“It’s a different way of farming,” 

Johnson admitted, but one that farmers 
who own 400 to 600 acres might want to 
consider. “I hope we can get it worked 
onto other farms.” 

The awards program is administered 
by the Environmental Law Institute and 
supported by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, U.S. Forest Service, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, NOAA 
Fisheries and the Federal Highway 
Administration.  ELI coordinates the 
awards program, while the federal agency 
supporters provide financial support, 
serve on the selection committee and/or 
participate in the ceremony. 
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IMPACTResearch 
Scientists link data to help combat malaria in Ethiopia 

in subsistence-level farming. Alemu, 
whose family has farmed in the Amhara 
for generations, said the small grains 
they grow are used to feed the family. 
“We don’t have enough cash crops.” 
Consequently, they are unable to pay for 
medicine. 

“This region has one of highest 
malaria burdens in the country,” said 
Wimberly, who has worked on early 
warning systems for West Nile Virus and 
malaria. 

Other team members are senior 
scientist Geoffrey Henebry, SDSU 
computer scientist Yi Liu and Gabriel 
Senay, a research physical scientist at 
U.S. Geological Survey Earth Resources 
Observation and Science Center, 
commonly known as EROS. Senay is also 
a native of Ethiopia. 

 
 
 
 

Sampling mosquito larvae in a seasonally flooded pasture in the Amhara region of Ethiopia 
will give senior scientist Michael Wimberly, of the Geographic Information Science Center 
of Excellence, left, and research scientist Gabriel Senay, of the U.S. Geological Survey Earth 
Resources Observation and Science Center, some of the data they need to help predict outbreaks 
of malaria. 

Considering source of infection 
Only one genus of mosquito, 

Anopheles, carries the malarial parasite 
Plasmodium, Wimberly explained. He 
and his team examine factors, such as 
temperature and rainfall, which influence 
the mosquito population. 

Dealing with malaria is a fact of life 
for more than 91 million Ethiopians. 
Each year 4 to 5 million contract malaria, 
one of the biggest health problems in this 
poor country. 

“I was sick twice a year,” recalled 
Woubet Alemu, an SDSU doctoral 
student and a native of Ethiopia. The 
mosquito-transmitted illness causes 
headache, chills and vomiting. 

Alemu’s stepmother got malaria after 
childbirth. By the time the family took 
her to the hospital 18 miles away, it was 
too late. She died within a week. 

The incidence of malaria was high 
when he was a child, then it drastically 
decreased, but within the last few years, 
it has become more prevalent, Alemu 
explained. 

Despite improvements in the 

Geographic Information Science Center 
of Excellence. 

Through a five-year, $1.7 million 
grant from the National Institutes 
of Health, he and a 
team of South Dakota 
scientists will combine 
environmental data 
gathered through 
earth-imaging satellites 
and surveillance data 
from public health 
professionals in the 
Amhara region of 
Ethiopia to anticipate 
malaria outbreaks. 
 
Dealing with high risk, 
limited resources 

The Amhara region 

Peak times for malaria transmission 
coincide with the planting season—April 
through June, and harvest—September 
through December, according to Alemu. 

health-care system, transportation and 
poverty make combating the seasonal 
disease challenging, according to 
Michael Wimberly, senior scientist at the 

has more than 17 million 
people, 90 percent 
living in rural areas with 
most of those engaged 

Sampling mosquito larvae in a seasonally flooded pasture in the 
Mahara region of Ethiopia will give senior scientist Michael 
Wimberly and research scientist Gabriel Senay data they need to 
help predict malaria outbreaks. 
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“It’s a rural disease,” said Wimberly. 
Ethiopia has a monsoon climate so 

mosquitoes “are knocked down in the dry 
season and then have to build up their 
populations again” when the rains come, 
Wimberly noted. His team has found that 
what happens in the beginning of the 

 
 
 
 

With this approach, the researchers 
hope to “come up with something more 
practical and usable than we’ve seen in 
the past.” The collaboration will help 
emergency managers decide what they’ll 
do if they have a six-, three- or even one- 
month lead time. 

IMPACTResearch 
 

“That’s ultimately part of the research, 
taking the models and linking them to 
decision support,” Wimberly noted. 

Then public health agencies can 
mobilize the resources to combat malaria 
where and when it’s most likely to occur 
and, ultimately, save lives. 

rainy season provides some long-term 
indicators of transmission potential in Researchers use BOR grants  to improve electronics 
terms of mosquitoes. 

However, he cautioned, “climate is 
not the only driver, so we can’t always get 
very precise predictions.” If the malaria 
parasite is not present, high mosquito 
numbers alone will not result in an 
epidemic, but it’s something that must be 
monitored. 

When infected workers travel from 
the lowland area to the highlands, he 
noted, “that can be the ignition to start 
the fire.” 

 
Tracking malaria cases 

This project will use a unique, 
two-pronged approach, according to 
Wimberly. Predictive software tools 
will be used to combine massive online 
archives of environmental data from 
earth-imaging satellites with disease 
statistics from Ethiopian public health 
officials through collaboration with the 
Amhara Regional Health Bureau; the 
Federal Ministry of Health; and the 
Health Development and Anti-Malaria 
Association, a local nongovernmental 
organization. The Anti-Malaria 
Association seeks to provide free 
medicine to villagers, according to 
Alemu, who once volunteered with the 
aid organization. 

“By tracking malaria cases as they 
occur, we can look for anomalies or 
spikes in the case data, indicators of a 
bigger epidemic or peak,” Wimberly 
pointed out. However, disease data alone 
doesn’t provide much lead time for 
preventive measures. 

Researchers have always shared their 
information with emergency 
management people, but Wimberly said, 
“our idea is to combine environmental 
and disease data in an integrated system. 
We bring [public health professionals] to 
the table up front and they teach us what 
they need.” 

Two researchers—one in 
chemistry and another in mechanical 
engineering—will use South Dakota 
Board of Regents seed grants to 
improve the performance of electronic 
devices. 

Materials chemist Cheng Zhang is 
developing organic materials containing 
chromophore  as an active compound 
to make a device that will transform 
electrical signals into pulsating light. 

Assistant professor of mechanical 
engineering Gregory Michna is working 
on a new method of cooling laptops 
and portable electronic devices called 
a pulsating or oscillating heat pipe 
cooling system. 
 
Electro-optical devices 

Zhang creates the material by 
suspending chromophore, an organic 
compound that has color, in a soft yet 
tough material called a polymer. A 
coating of this material is then typically 
placed on a glass or silicon substrate, 
much like making solar panels, and 
used to make electro-optical devices. 

The bipolar chromophores Zhang 
is developing are only 3 nanometers 
long—barely visible under the best 
electronic microscope—and act like 
magnets. When the tiny rods get too 
close together, they flip and stick 
together, Zhang explained. 

An electric field is applied to 
align the poles in the same direction; 
however, the more chromophores 
that are loaded into the material, the 
more difficult this becomes. “This 
fundamental problem limits the 
concentration  of chromophore  that 
can be loaded into the polymer,” Zhang 
said. 

His research work seeks to solve 
this problem by creating a protective 

ring around a portion of each rod to 
keep them apart. This may “prevent 
the formation of tight aggregates even 
at the highest concentration,” Zhang 
said. He demonstrated  this on the first 
ring-protected chromophore, PCR1, 
and is applying the strategy to current 
state-of-the-art chromophores. 
 
Pulsating heat pipes 

Michna will evaluate the operation 
of pulsating heat pipes during startup 
and explore ways to miniaturize the 
cooling portion to fit in a small heat 
sink. 

Current cooling systems use 
fluid-filled copper piping with a wick 
structure along with a fan called a 
heat pipe. With the pulsating heat 
pipe, a single tube loops up and down 
accordion-style from the hot to the cool 
part of the device, he explained. “The 
idea is to capture heat on one end and 
release it on the other.” 

This capillary system does not 
require a wick structure and is partially 
filled with a working fluid. Used in 
combination with a heat sink, the 
fluid vaporizes when it absorbs heat 
in the hot section and then condenses 
as it releases heat in the cool portion, 
Michna explained. 

When the temperature difference 
between the hot and cool ends exceeds 
a certain threshold, the fluid begins 
to oscillate in the thin tube. Thus, the 
passive system “doesn’t draw power,” 
Michna explained. The design’s 
simplicity increases its reliability and 
decreases its cost. However, these 
oscillations are driven by instability, 
which makes modeling the process 
difficult. Michna and his team will try 
to figure out which parameters affect 
performance the most. 
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Advertising students win regional competition 

a learning experience—from working as 
one voice, to pulling all-nighters, to 
revising and more revising,” said Kayla 
Hoover, Sioux Falls. “The moment our 
school was announced the first place 
winner reflected months of hard work 
and commitment toward our campaign, 
and it was the most incredible feeling.” 

The competition is part of the SDSU 
Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication  capstone advertising 
campaigns course, which was taught by 
Didem Koroglu this semester. 

Roxanne Lucchesi taught the media 
research and planning course preluding 
Koroglu’s campaigns course. Students 
involved in the research course 
conducted a national survey with 365 
respondents, 20 in-depth interviews, 
five social media audits of Mary Kay’s 
competitors and three focus groups. 

The competition is the most 
Thirty-one South Dakota State University advertising seniors won first place at the District 8 
National Student Advertising Competition in Minneapolis. The campaign focused on rebranding 
Mary Kay cosmetics for millennial consumers. 

prestigious competition in the 
industry and is highly regarded among 
professionals as an opportunity to gain 

SDSU advertising students won the 
District 8 National Student Advertising 
Competition held in Minneapolis April 
12. 

Ten universities from South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin 
competed in the regional competition 
through the American Advertising 
Federation. 

Second place went to the University 
of Minnesota, Twin Cities, third went to 
Minnesota State University, Moorhead 
and fourth place went to University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh. 

Mary Kay sponsored the annual 
competition and asked students to create 
a campaign to increase awareness and 
consideration for its cosmetic line. 

Thirty-one senior SDSU advertising 
students in the integrated marketing 
communication  and campaigns course 
participated. Spark, SDSU’s student 
agency, presented its 20-minute “Better 
Than Basic” campaign before a panel of 
judges. Presenters were Aubree Cheadle, 
Minneota, Minn.; Laura Hieb, Brandon; 
Jade Possail, Tyler, Minn.; Todd Western 

IV, Sioux Falls; and Rachel Wilson, 
Huntsville, Texas. 

“We spent the entire semester 
working on this campaign with the end 
result being the competition,” said Jesse 
Widemark, Brandon. “Winning first 
place made the whole thing worth it. It 
was an amazing feeling.” 

Originality and creativity set the 
team apart. The campaign focused on 
video elements, digital and traditional 
media, webpage design, package 
redesign, a mobile app, a value reward 
system, and collaboration with Caribou 
Coffee. 

The overall concept for the “Better 
Than Basic” campaign stemmed from 
the idea that millennials challenge the 
expectations and limits the world places 
on them. Millennials view themselves as 
bold, driven, funny and responsive—but 
never basic. 

Using this concept, the advertising 
students highlighted millennial women 
who are leaders and take initiative in 
their daily lives. 

“Preparing for the competition was 

real-world experience. 
Other team members were Rena 

Berg, Mitchell; Caleb Bruynes, Luverne, 
Minn.; Megan Cutler, Groton; Shannon 
Doughtery, Sioux Falls; Alec Droptiny, 
Baltic; McKenna Dyer, Plymouth, Minn.; 
Erin Harris, Sioux Falls; Nick Hartness, 
Fargo, N.D.; Shawn Hilton, Mitchell; 
Marian Hooks, Aberdeen; Christian 
Huber, Sioux Falls; Brady Krumwiede, 
Watertown; Auston LaBlance Jr., Kansas 
City, Mo.; Luke Majerus, Owatonna, 
Minn.; Amanda McShane, Central 
City, Iowa; Danae Meinerts, Sioux 
Falls; Kassandra Nyreen, Alcester; 
Macy Pekas, Sioux Falls; Taylor Roehr, 
Britton; Erin Safley, Peterson, Iowa; Paige 
Shafrath, Hampton, Iowa; Rachel Speiser, 
Brandon; Emma Struwe, Watertown; 
Jonathan Treiber, Beresford; and Laura 
Wolbrink, Marion. 

Historically, the advertising students 
within the SDSU Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communication 
have placed among the top teams in 
the competition. They have ranked 
among the top four teams in 20 out of 23 
competitions since 1991. 
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Online education among nation’s leaders 
 
 
 
 

BY THE NUMBERS 
ONLINE EDUCATION AT SDSU 

33.5% of all U.S. higher ed students take at least 1 online course. 

21% of all SD higher ed students take fully online courses. 

7,339 SDSU students (33.4%) take online courses. 

13,814 online credit hours were delivered at SDSU during spring 2014. 

ONLINE VS. FACE-TO-FACE 
77% of academic leaders rate online learning outcomes as 

the same/superior to those in face-to-face instruction. 

77.5% of online S.D. State students complete courses 
at the same rate as face-to-face. 

BENEFITS OF S.D. STATE ONLINE 
Every 3 years, all courses are subject to a quality review. 

100% of SDSU online courses are accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission North Central Association. 

South Dakota is among the top 
10 states that provide 31% of all 
online U.S. enrollments. 
 
 
 
Only 3.3% of U.S. higher  education 
institutions serve 3,000+ online 
students. SDSU is one of them. 
 
 
 
Online SDSU students receive 
the same diploma as on-campus 
students. 
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Board of Regents honors three student organizations 

The Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback Honors College 
student organization, the FarmHouse Fraternity and the 
Nursing Student Organization were honored by the South 
Dakota Board of Regents for their outstanding academic, 
community and organizational work. 

The Fishback Honors College organization received the 
award for academic excellence. It promotes community and 
service while maintaining academic excellence for its members. 
The group plans numerous social events and engages faculty in 
special activities designed to support students who are enrolled 
in the Honors College. 

Community service has long been a focus of FarmHouse 
Fraternity, which received an award for community service. 
Through donations of time and monetary support, FarmHouse 
members create a better community and gain a greater 
understanding  of the importance of community. 

The Nursing Student Association, winners of the award for 
organizational leadership, is open to all prenursing and nursing 

 
From left: President David Chicoine, FarmHouse representatives 
Bradley Cihak, Matthew Dahle, Board of Regents President Dean 
Krogman and the Board of Regents Executive Director Jack Warner. 

 
From left: Nursing Student Association adviser Venita Winterboer, 
President David Chicoine, NSA officer Katie Stemper, NSA officer 
Rachel Wright, Board of Regents President Dean Krogman and the 
Board of Regents Executive Director Jack Warner. 

majors at SDSU. The group mentors and fosters the professional 
development of future registered nurses, facilitating their entry 
into the profession through educational resources, leadership 
opportunities and skill building. 

 
From left: President David Chicoine, Jeremiah Atkinson, Kyla Larsen, 
Jacob Ailts, Terra Klima, Allyson Lucht, Board of Regents President 
Dean Krogman and the Board of Regents Executive Director Jack 
Warner. 
 

Students donate to Brookings Food Pantry 
Several students in ceramic classes donated $1,865 to the 

Brookings Food Pantry following their efforts in an Empty 
Bowls Project. Empty Bowls is an international grassroots 
effort to help end hunger. 

Each student enrolled in the ceramic classes makes five 
bowls, which were sold in March in the University Student 
Union, for the service-learning component of the class. For 
$7, people can pick out a bowl and have their choice of two 
soups and a roll. Aramark donated the food this year. 
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Consul General of Bahamas visits campus 
are honored that the university 
has opened its doors for our 
students.” 

With more than 700 
islands and close to 400,000 
citizens, the Bahamas reports 
a growing number of students 
traveling to the U.S. for college, 
with students and parents 
seeking higher education at 
a good value. While at State, 
Zonicle met with several key 

 

Sashes distinguish 
international students 

Forty-seven South Dakota State 
University international graduates 
celebrated their accomplishments and were 
honored in colorful fashion at the second 
annual Sash Ceremony May 9 at the 
McCrory Gardens Education and Visitor 
Center. The Office of International Affairs 
awarded each international graduate a 
sash honoring his/her home country in the 
presence of faculty, friends and family. 

 

Paulette Zonicle (second from the left), Consul General of the 
Bahamas, walks with SDSU Bahamian students (left to right) 
Kristel Moss, Jenero Knowles, Andia Pinder and Shaunte 
Ferguson-Coakley. Zonicle visited SDSU in an effort to extend 
collaboration and international exchange. 

Conch salad and bison burgers are 

administrators including 
Provost Laurie Nichols and 
President David L. Chicoine. 

“We would like to keep 
growing our international 
population and diversity is 

“The best way to continue to attract 
quality students is to treat our current 
students well,” said Greg Wymer, manager 
of international students and scholars. “The 
Sash Ceremony, in particular, is important 
to SDSU because it leaves a lasting 

not one’s typical everyday menu items. 
But it’s not every day that the consul 
general of the Bahamas pays a visit. 
Paulette Zonicle, Consul General of the 
Bahamas, has a taste for the unique and 
her visit to South Dakota State University 
did not disappoint. Zonicle recently 
visited campus in an effort to extend 
collaboration and facilitate international 
exchange between the Bahamas and 
SDSU. 

While attending a conference in 
Washington D.C., Greg Wymer and Song 
Hoffman from SDSU’s International 
Affairs Office paid a visit to the Bahamian 
embassy to meet Zonicle, the first female 
Bahamian diplomat. Zonicle was keen to 
set up a network and get a better idea of 
the Bahamian students currently studying 
in the U.S. Wymer and Hoffman invited 
Zonicle to SDSU and she immediately 
arranged a meeting. 

“South Dakota State University is an 
awesome opportunity for Bahamian 
students not only because of the 
competitive tuition and the size of the 
university, but also because of the quality 
of the education. It is ranked among the 
top universities in this part of the United 
States,” Zonicle said. “For our students 
who are interested in engineering, 
agriculture, pharmaceutical sciences and 
nursing, this is a wonderful opportunity 
for them to come here. It is a smaller 
town and it is safe for our children. We 

the key,” said Chicoine while meeting with 
Zonicle. “We would like to provide 
diversity on campus and to provide 
students an opportunity to learn more 
from the Bahamas. What can be a better 
way than having more Bahamian students 
on our campus?” 

Zonicle also met with key faculty 
and staff, including Jill Thorngren, dean 
of the College of Education and Human 
Sciences, as well as Lewis Brown, dean of 
the Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering. 

To bring her visit full circle, Zonicle 
spent an afternoon meeting six of the 
seven Bahamian SDSU students with a 
stop at the Dairy Bar to taste the famed 
Cookies ’n’ Cream ice cream. 

Zonicle was impressed with her 
visit to SDSU and intends to report 
favorably to her embassy and contacts 
in the Bahamas, namely the minister of 
education, president of the University 
of the Bahamas and key contacts in the 
country within the higher education 
sector. The International Affairs staff 
intends to propose a visit to the Bahamas 
in order to raise SDSU’s profile and 
further connect with international 
students. 

“The good thing about South Dakota 
State University is that the price is right, 
which can be very attractive to Bahamian 
students,” Zonicle said. “We can’t wait 
to get more students to learn about this 
institution.” 

impression on the international students as 
they leave the university.” 

Gibril Vandy of Sierra Leone, a 2014 
international graduate, gave the ceremony’s 
student address. 

Students were recognized and 
came forward to receive their sash from 
President David L. Chicoine. Sashes were 
also allowed as a special honor at the 2014 
SDSU Commencement the following 
day, highlighting the SDSU international 
student population. 
 
Below: Angela Sarah Graham, of Ghana, 
receives her sash from President Chicoine. 
Sashes were sewn in the corresponding colors 
of each student’s national flag. 
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Ellens named Civil 

 
 
 
 

Nursing student wins essay contest 
Service Employee 
of the Month for April 

Sharon Ellens has been named 
the April Civil Service Employee of the 
Month at South Dakota State. 

Ellens has 
worked in the 
department of 
biology and 
microbiology 
for eight years. 

As the 
department’s 
secretary, 
Ellens has 
responsibilities 

SDSU student Leland Murren 
was named the national winner of 
the Affordable Care Act essay contest, 
conducted by MJ Direct Consulting LLC. 
Murren was selected from more than 150 
entries and won a $500 scholarship. 

Murren, a sophomore nursing major, 
is the son of John and JoLene Murren, of 
Brandon. 

Essays needed to be between 500 
and 1,000 words. Applicants needed to be 
enrolled in a college degree program or a 
high school senior. His essay is below: 
 

What do you believe will be the 
greatest challenge to the program’s long- 
term success? 

The greatest challenge to the 

government’s control. It would be enough 
for the federal guidelines to cover who 
gets covered and establish maximum 
costs and provider liabilities. Allowing 
hospitals and insurance companies to 
negotiate the costs, acceptable tests and 
procedures will lower the administrative 
legal costs. The maximum liability for 
insurance and health-care providers must 
also be standardized. The malpractice and 
liability insurance costs are unrealistic. 
By standardizing liability for the industry, 
they can be managed at a minimal cost. 
By allowing courts and the legal system to 
file and pursue unrealistic payments for 
malpractice and long-term liabilities, the 
cost of the entire insurance and health- 
care systems are driven upward. 

Sharon Ellens including 
copying and 

Affordable Care Act will be the extreme 
cost and red tape caused by the 

There is a need to move away 
from the ideology of free health-care 

preparing the majority of the test 
materials for the department’s classes, at 
times copying exams for more than 350 
students in a single day. 

In letters of support, co-workers 
said Ellens is a friendly and helpful 
individual who completes her work in 
an efficient manner. 

Co-workers also said Ellens excels 
in assisting students with questions or 
concerns. 

Ellens and her husband, Dale, live 
on a farm near Madison. The couple 
had at least one child attending SDSU 
for 11 consecutive years. 

Val graduated in 2005 with a 
degree in graphic design, Dave in 2009 
with a degree in journalism with an 
advertising specialization, and Matt 
in 2012 with a degree in agriculture 
system technologies. 

All SDSU Employee of the Month 
selections are determined through a 
nomination process by the Civil Service 
Advisory Council. 

Each civil ser vice employee of 
the month receives an appreciation 
monetar y gift from the F.O. Butler 
Foundation. 

The trustees of the foundation 
thank civil ser vice employees for 
their exemplar y ser vice. 

government bureaucracies. By removing 
the free enterprise system from health 
care, costs will be influenced by special 
interests and geographic areas with the 
highest cost of health care. With the 
free enterprise system, costs were based 
on what the market will bear and the 
tolerance of the local populations to pay 
those costs. 

The government bureaucracies will 
require policies for the insurance and 
health industry that are complicated 
and incomprehensible. By comparing 
the V.A. Medical System, IRS Tax Code 
or Federal Contracting System to any 
private or local government policies, 
it is easy to see the difference between 
a large government bureaucracy and 
a simple comprehensive policy. The large 
government bureaucracy tends to 
complicate policies to cover a broad range 
of terms and contingencies that are not 
required for the majority of program 
and functions of a specific program or 
geographical area. 
 

What, if any, tweaks would you 
suggest to ensure the sustainable 
success for all stakeholders? 

The tweaks I would suggest would 
be to take the day-to-day decisions 
and payment policies out of the federal 

or Affordable Care for everyone. The 
concept of Affordable Care has to make 
it possible for the health-care industry to 
reduce costs and not add to them with 
the bureaucracies’ broad policies. Health 
care is not free; someone has to pay for 
it. Whether the payment comes in the 
form of taxes, individual policy holders 
or hospital patients, the more the federal 
government policy makers are kept out of 
it, the less it will cost everyone. 

In conclusion, in a capitalist society 
the more goods and services one utilizes, 
the more affordable and streamlined they 
become. If one uses more health care 
than someone else, a greater percentage 
of one’s income should be prioritized 
for health care. With the Medicare, 
Medicaid and Social Security System, 
we need to utilize those funds for only 
the populous that cannot afford to 
pay. Retired citizens do not need to be 
rewarded with health care if they can 
afford to purchase it on their own. The 
Social Security funds should be used 
only for the needy and not an automatic 
retirement or disability payment. If we 
view our payroll deductions for the Social 
Security program as a tax instead of an 
entitlement, we may avoid the extreme, 
complicated and unfair tax known as the 
Affordable Care Act. 
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South Dakota chosen to develop, 
transform teaching abilities 

Education and Human Sciences on the 
State Leadership Team. 

The team will map out skills and 
support necessary to improve the 
educational outcomes for students with 
varied learning needs. 

“I believe South Dakota was 
chosen because we have been successful 
collaborating with state institutions 
and schools,” said Thorngren, dean of 
the College of Education and Human 
Sciences. 

“The emphasis will be placed on 
training all teachers to effectively work 
with students with diverse needs,” said 

IMPACTPeople 
 

Tvedt named Civil 
Service Employee 
of the Month for May 

Kathr yn Tvedt has been named 
the May Civil Ser vice Employee of 
the Month at SDSU. 

Tvedt 
has worked 
for the 
university for 
three years, 
first in the 
department 
of wildlife 
and fisheries, 
then in the 
department 

 
 
 

South Dakota State University will help 

Thorngren. “We will focus on taking 
into account social and emotional 
needs, attention deficit needs, autism 

Kate Tvedt 
 
management. 

of natural 
resource 

implement training programs for educators 
to effectively teach students with diverse 
needs. 

South Dakota was among five 
states to receive assistance to advance 
teaching methods for students with 
diverse learning needs. 

The five states will collaborate with 
CEEDAR (Collaboration for Effective 
Educator Development, Accountability 
and Reform), which is funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education, and 
directed by the University of Florida. 

South Dakota, California, 
Connecticut, Florida and Illinois were 
chosen because of their competitive 
grant applications, written by higher 
education institutions and state school 
officials. Each state will receive $200,000 
throughout the two development- 
planning years. 

SDSU will join forces with 
Augustana College, Northern State 
University, University of South 
Dakota, local education agencies and 
K-12 school districts, forming a State 
Leadership Team to implement training 
programs for the expansion of special 
education teaching. 

Jill Thorngren and Andrew 
Stremmel represent the College of 

spectrum and much more.” 
Teacher development will include 

training for current and future 
educators. 

“We are bringing together all the 
teaching entities in the state and 
deciding how to expand our teaching 
capabilities,” said Thorngren. “We 
will use the funds to plan and develop 
new programs for furthering teaching 
expertise for special education.” 

CEEDAR is in the process of 
organizing development and networking 
programs, offering instruction support 
and online teaching resources, and 
helping states align their teacher 
preparation and evaluation systems with 
the highest professional standards. The 
assistance will help states refine teacher 
licensing and certification standards, 
preparation programs and evaluation 
systems. 

Each year through 2017, five 
additional states will be selected to 
receive technical assistance. 

“This collaborative effort will 
allow the special education field to 
take a giant step in improving the 
education of students with disabilities,” 
said CEEDAR Center Director Mary 
Brownell, a UF professor of special 
education. 

Her duties also include ser vices 
as the primar y secretar y for the 
South Dakota Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit as well 
as specific, assigned duties for 
the natural resource management 
department. 

Tvedt and her husband, Dan, a 
farmer and financial planner, have a 
son and two daughters. 

In her spare time, she 
volunteers with the South Dakota 
Volleyball Club, 4-H, Brookings 
Marathon  and Sioux Valley school. 
She also directs music activities at 
her church. Her hobbies include 
music, sewing, reading, playing 
lifelong sports and camping. 

In letters of support, co- 
workers said Tvedt is a dedicated 
employee and strives to create a 
welcoming and cordial working 
environment. 

All SDSU Employee of the 
Month selections are determined 
through a nomination  process by 
the Civil Ser vice Advisor y Council. 

Each civil ser vice employee of 
the month receives an appreciation 
monetar y gift from the F.O. Butler 
Foundation. 
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McCausland to lead State 
Agricultural Heritage Museum 

The South Dakota State Agricultural Heritage 
Museum has named Gwen McCausland as its new director. 
McCausland started May 22. 

McCausland has spent the past 12 years working in 
nonprofit  organizations  in museums, education, libraries 

and theater, including the past two 
years as the marketing coordinator 
and exhibit designer for the 
Historical and Cultural Society of 
Clay County in Moorhead, Minn. 

She also served four years as 
the curator of collections for the 
Hubbard  Museum of the American 
West in Ruidoso Downs, N.M. 

“What impresses me most about 
Ms. McCausland is her extensive 
preparation  for this role. She has 

 

 
 
 

Great Plains  IDEA honors 
Morrison with faculty 
excellence award 

The Great Plains Interactive Distance Education Alliance 
has awarded lecturer Kathryn Morrison with its Faculty 
Excellence Award. 

Morrison, who teaches for the 
Great Plains IDEA family financial 
planning graduate program through 
SDSU, received the teaching excellence 
award at May’s Great Plains IDEA 
annual meeting in Kansas City, Mo. 
The award, which comes with a $2,000 
prize, has been in existence since 2011. 

“She has taught numerous  family 
financial planning courses, and I 
can attest that she receives very high 
evaluations from students in her 

Gwen McCausland just the right combination  of degrees, 
Kathryn Morrison 

classes,” said Jill Thorngren, dean of the 
experience and career background  to lead our wonderful 
museum into the future,” said Barry Dunn, dean of South 
Dakota State University’s College of Agriculture and 
Biological Sciences and director of SDSU Extension. 

She received her bachelor’s degree from North Dakota 
State University and added a master’s degree from Cardiff 
University in Cardiff, Wales. 

The South Dakota State Agricultural Heritage Museum 
displays the important role of agriculture in South Dakota's 
past, present and future. Its exhibits include tractors and 
farm equipment,  an original 1882 homestead claim shack 
and a re-created 1915 farmhouse. Abundant  historic 
photographs  enhance the understanding of South Dakota's 
rural qualities. 

College of Education and Human Sciences. “This is not because 
she makes the work easy, but rather because she make her 
courses interactive, informative and challenging.” 

SDSU is one of 20 member institutions  in the Great Plains 
IDEA. Member universities collaborate to offer master’s degrees 
and certificates for eight human sciences programs and also 
graduate certificates, course shares and degrees in 10 agriculture 
programs. 

Students enroll in one alliance member university as a 
home institution.  Students then take online courses from 
member universities offering their program of study. Eight 
Great Plains IDEA member universities offer the financial 
planning program. 

 
 

Agriculture and biosystems engineering professor, Steve Pohl, retires 
Steve Pohl, professor for the 

department of agricultural and 
biosystems engineering, retired May 21 
after 27 years of service to the College of 
Agriculture and Biological Sciences. 

Pohl’s SDSU Extension and research 
work in the areas of livestock, ventilation 
and environment with a focus on its 
effects on the health and performance of 
the livestock and agricultural workers has 
been paramount in establishing industry 
standards. Through his tenure in SDSU 
Extension, Pohl made more than 1,000 
site visits and was invited to speak in 

China, South Korea and Vietnam. 
Pohl has been a popular and effective 

teacher in the area of livestock structures 
within the department and the university, 
and he received significant acclaim from 
students, peers and industry leaders 
for his Ag. Systems Technology Rural 
Structures course. As an SDSU Extension 
specialist in structures and environment, 
Pohl developed and implemented 
statewide, regional, national and 
international Extension programming in 
the areas of agricultural structures and 
environment, housing, farmstead and 

grain storage 
systems planning 
and waste 
management, 
recognized by an 
SDSU Extension 
Specialist 
Association 
Distinguished 
Service Award 
and the Gamma 
Sigma Delta 
Extension award. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Pohl 
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Fouberg named next Alumni Association CEO 

IMPACTPeople 
Weber named South 

Andrea “Andi” Fouberg, a former 
South Dakota State student body 
president, has been named president 
and chief executive officer of the SDSU 
Alumni Association, effective July 7. 

Fouberg, 37, has worked nine years 
for U.S. Sen. John Thune in his 
Washington, D.C., office, the last five as 
his communications director. 

Marc Mooney, chairman of the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, 
said Fouberg will interact effectively 
with the board, the staff, alumni and 
other constituent groups, based on her 
experiences and her interview on campus 
last week. 

“The Alumni Association, the 
Foundation  and the university have set in 
place ambitious, shared strategic goals,” 
Mooney said. “Alumni board members 

Fouberg was selected from a pool 
of 19 qualified candidates in a national 
search, according to Hal Bailey, vice 
chairman of the Alumni Association 
board and chairman of its search 
committee. 

“This search attracted several 
outstanding  candidates from across the 
United States,” Bailey said. “As the board’s 
next chair, I look forward to working 
with her and together building a stronger 
Alumni Association.” 

The eight-member  search committee 
included representatives from the faculty, 
academic leadership, athletics, the 
Foundation  and the alumni board. 
 
 

Troelstrup named 

Dakota’s Young 
Dietitian of the Year 

Mariah Weber was recently 
named the Young Dietitian of the 
Year by the South Dakota Academy 
of Nutrition  and Dietetics. Weber, 
a registered dietitian, is a wellness 

coordinator 
at the SDSU 
Wellness 
Center. 

The 
academy will 
honor Weber 
at its fall 
conference, 
which is held 
in conjunction 

 
are convinced that Fouberg is the right 
person to lead the association and to 

interim dept. head 
Nels Troelstrup was recently 

Mariah Weber with the 
South Dakota 

work daily with university leaders to 
achieve those aspirations.” 

Fouberg, originally from Letcher, 
earned Bachelor of Science degrees in 
journalism and mass communications 
and in political science in 1999. Her 
work assignments for Sen. Thune 
also include three years as deputy 
communications director and another 
year in state and community relations. 
She worked at SDSU as a project 
coordinator  for nearly two years and for 
the South Dakota Board of Regents as an 
admissions officer for two years. 

“I am thrilled to be returning to 

named the interim department head 
for the department of natural resource 
Management pending approval from 

the Board of 
Regents. 

Troelstrup 
has served as 
a professor 
and researcher 
within the 
College of 
Agriculture 
and Biological 
Sciences 
since 1993 

Association of Healthcare 
Organizations conference, September 
in Rapid City. 

“I didn’t know I was even 
nominated  so it was a complete 
surprise,” said Weber, who received 
her bachelor’s degree in 2007 and 
master’s degree in 2010, both from 
South Dakota State. “It was a huge 
surprise and is an incredible honor.” 

In addition to serving as 
SDAND’s new member liaison, 
Weber is the adviser to the HEROH 
(Helping Everyone Reach Optimal 
Health) student organization. She 

Brookings and serving the alumni of 
SDSU,” Fouberg said. “I look forward to 

Nels Troelstrup and assistant 
department head 

also is involved in the community 
by providing area schools, coaches 

working with the Alumni Association 
board, the Foundation  and the university 
on advancing their shared missions.” 

Fouberg has worked as a national 
consultant, area facilitator and chapter 
adviser with the Alpha Xi Delta fraternity 
that she pledged as an undergraduate 
student. She was Students’ Association 
president her senior year at State and 
delivered the student commencement 
address later that year. She also was a 
member of the Pride of the Dakotas 
marching band. 

in natural resource management  since 
2011. 

Specializing in biological monitoring 
and water quality, Troelstrup has 
focused much of his research on aquatic 
ecology and biodiversity of aquatic 
macroinvertebrates. He also manages the 
Oak Lake Field Station. 

Troelstrup was asked to fill the 
role of interim department head for 
the department of natural resource 
management  upon the untimely death of 
David Willis, this January. 

and student-athletes information  on 
nutrition as well as participating in 
various wellness events. 

Weber was nominated  by Kendra 
Kattelmann, who was chosen as 
SDAND’s Outstanding  Dietitian of 
the Year in 2005. 

“Mariah is an excellent role 
model for dietetics students desiring 
to establish a practice in health 
promotion and wellness. She is 
supportive of the dietetics academic 
program at SDSU,” said Kattelmann. 
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Celebrating 100 Years of Outreach 
Editor’s note: This op-ed originally ran in the Argus Leader May 8. 

 
By David L. Chicoine 
President, South Dakota State University 

 

Change isn’t easy. In fact, it often meets resistance. However, 
when it comes to serving the needs of South Dakota—its people, 
communities and industry—change is a proven tactic, one that 
has demonstrated its continuing value for SDSU Extension. 

Today, we celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Smith-Lever Act, 
which introduced Extension as the 
outreach arm of South Dakota State 
University, the state’s 1862 Morrill 
Act land-grant institution and leading 
research university. 

In that time, SDSU Extension 
has evolved constantly to meet 
South Dakotans’ changing needs and 
challenges by providing stakeholders 
with timely access to research-based 

 

changed—significantly—in 2011. The new system transformed 
Extension from a place- and person-bound system to a regional, 
technology-based system that delivers innovative outreach 
services demanded by its changing client base. 

The reorganization was multidimensional, including hiring 
field specialists with master’s degrees in their areas of expertise. 
Regional centers opened throughout the state, featuring high- 
tech learning classrooms that utilize videoconferencing to 
connect learners to one another and to topical experts in real 
time. And the importance of youth programming was reinforced 
via 4-H advisors hired to focus solely on youth development 
education and volunteer development at the community level. 

Perhaps the most visible change was iGrow.org, launched 
as a web-based learning platform that embraces a 24/7 “virtual 
Extension office” where clientele can access information at their 
convenience. 

Every aspect of the reorganization was strategically designed 
to meet the changing needs of South Dakotans and to continue 

David Chicoine information and a highly skilled team of 
specialists. 

fulfilling the university’s land-grant mission. 
Was the change successful? SDSU Extension hired a third- 

Supported by federal and state funds, SDSU Extension is 
a means by which university knowledge and innovations are 
shared with families, communities and industries across the 
state. Bringing together research, education and outreach, 
Extension epitomizes the university’s historic land-grant mission. 

As an essential part of the state’s landscape for a century, 
South Dakotans have come to trust SDSU Extension as a go-to 
resource for unbiased, research-based information. 

But times change and the needs of our constituents have 
continued to change with them. Federal and state support have 
decreased. In response, the structure of SDSU Extension also 

party marketing firm to find out by surveying 400 crop and 
livestock producers, selected at random from more than 10,000 
throughout the state. 

The SDSU Extension Benchmark Survey discovered that 
not only was SDSU Extension fulfilling that land-grant mission, 
but also that changes made to the delivery system through 
the reorganization were meeting the evolving needs of South 
Dakota’s agricultural producers. 

While change isn’t easy, these results demonstrate that it was 
necessary. After 100 years, SDSU Extension continues to be a 
valuable, trusted and relevant resource for South Dakotans of all 
ages, incomes and industries. 

 

SDSU repeats  as a Tree Campus USA, honors Arbor Day 
SDSU has been named a Tree 

Campus USA for the sixth consecutive 
year. The Tree Campus USA 
program, supported by the Arbor 
Day Foundation and Toyota Motor 
North America, recognizes colleges 
and universities across America for 
excellent campus forestry practices 
and conservation efforts. 

In celebration of Arbor Day, 
SDSU planted a Siberian peashrub in 
its Arbor Day Park. 

Sixteen students were in 
attendance as was Rick Mayko, 
community forester with the South 
Dakota Department  of Agriculture. 
In order to become a Tree Campus 
USA community, State had to meet 

five core standards. These standards 
include maintaining a tree advisory 
committee, implementing a campus 
tree-care plan, having dedicated 
annual funding for campus trees, 
holding an Arbor Day observance and 
sponsoring student service-learning 
projects. 

“Students are eager to volunteer 
in their communities and become 
better stewards of the environment,” 
said John Rosenow, founder and 
chief executive of the Arbor Day 
Foundation. “Participating in Tree 
Campus USA at South Dakota State 
sets a fine example for other colleges 
and universities, while helping to 
create a healthier planet for all of us.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tanner Aiken, horticulturist and project 
manager with SDSU facilities and 
services, pictured above, and John 
Ball, plant science professor and SDSU 
Extension specialist, planted the tree. 
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Dr. Mary Nettleman of the Sanford School of Medicine with Collin 

Michels, recipient of the 2014 Excellence in Public Health Award. 

 

Ragothaman 



 

 

Marketing and University 

Relations 

108 Slagle Hall 

414 E. Clark Street 

Vermillion, SD 57069 

Phone: 605-677-5759 

Email: urelations@usd.edu 

www.usd.edu 

2 

Campus News from the  

University of South Dakota 

 

Kerby 

Holdhusen 



ATTACHMENT  I 46  
 
 
 
 
 

South Dakota School for the Deaf 
South Dakota Board of Regents 

 
Informational Items 
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Pottery Night for West River Girls 
Submitted by Kerry Ruth 

 
On Friday, March 7th, SDSD hosted a girls' night at Pottery 2 Paint in Rapid City. Sixteen 
girls attended from Rapid City, Custer, Belle Fourche, Wall, Sturgis, Deadwood, and 
Spearfish. This event was a great opportunity for girls from around the area to meet, 
make friends, and socialize. Each attendee was provided a tile to decorate, courtesy of 
the SDSD Foundation. Pottery 2 Paint supported this event by waiving the studio fee. 
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D/HH Teens in Action Events 
Submitted by Naomi Mangan 

 
Outreach Consultant Naomi Man- 
gan’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Teens in Action members met on Feb- 
ruary 22 and March 29. The February 
activity took place at Eastway Bowl 
with five students present. The topics 
covered by Augustana Deaf Educa- 
tion students during this activity in- 
cluded drug and alcohol awareness 
and prevention. Students also had an 
opportunity to mingle and socialize 
while bowling. 

 
 
Pepnet 2 Presentations 

Submitted by Naomi Mangan 

March activities took place at 
SDSD’s gym. Augustana Deaf Educa- 
tion students presented self-esteem 
activities and CSD’s Mark Koterwski 
continued the theme with fun activi- 
ties. There were nine students pre- 
sent for this activity. Students also 
had opportunities to interact and 
socialize over pizza and pop. 

 
SDSD Outreach Consultant Naomi Man- 
gan and the South Dakota Pepnet 2 
(Pn2) team members presented on 
March 11 and March 31. The first 
presentation was given to SDSD Out- 
reach team members and the second 
was presented to key state stakeholders 
in hopes to collaborate with other agen- 
cies in meeting transition needs and 
goals for Deaf and Hard of Hearing stu- 

dents in South Dakota. Key state stake- 
holders invited to be extended team 
members include Dave Halverson, Melis- 
sa Flor, Janet Ball, Bev Peterson, Wendy 
Parent-Johnson, Dr. Stephen Greene, 
Marje Kaiser, and Kim Wadsworth. The 
presentation focused South Dakota Pn2 
members’ roles within the team, goals, 
and collaboration with other agencies. 

 
 

West River Audiology Outreach Clinic 
Submitted by Nina Ringstmeyer 

 
SDSD held its fifth Audiology Outreach Clinic in 
Rapid City on March 19, 20, and 21. Through 
a collaborative effort with Rapid City Area 
Schools and the University of South Da- kota 
Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Clinic, SDSD 
was once again able to offer cochlear implant 
services and comprehensive hearing aid 
services closer to home for west river fam- 
ilies. 

 

The USD team utilized the Rapid City Area 
Schools' sound booth for cochlear implant 
mapping and hearing aid programming.  Dr. 
Jessica J. Messersmith saw 17 clients for 

cochlear implant mapping and BAHA program- 
ming. Dr. Marni Johnson saw 14 clients for 
comprehensive hearing aid evaluations and 
programming.  Angela Morgan, Katie Awoyin- 
ka, Eva Hecht, Jessica Malepsy, and Carly 
Hemmingson were present to assist with the 
evaluations as a part of their doctoral audiolo- 
gy program through USD. 
 

Coffee and donuts were provided to the fami- 
lies and staff by the SDSD Foundation. The 
next cochlear implant outreach clinic is sched- 
uled for October 2014. 
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Bilingual Bicultural Training 
Submitted by Julie Luke 

 
SDSD Consultants Kami VanSickle 
and Julie Luke attended the Sum- 
mit V – Bilingual Bicultural training 
at the Kansas School for the Deaf 
March 20 - 22.  Deaf educators 
nationally and internationally at- 
tended the conference with key- 
note presentations and workshops 
on the latest research in the Deaf 
Education field. Topics included 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connectivity, Bilingual/Bimodal, 
American Sign Language Rhythm, 
Growing Math Education, and 
Deaf Mentor Program.  Julie and 
Kami collaborated with other pro- 
fessionals in work groups to apply 
information learned in workshops 
in lessons for birth to eight year 
old students. 

Page 3 

 
 
 

SD Special Education Conference 
Submitted by Sarah Lingle 

 
 

About 300 special education providers, parents, 
and administrators attended a two day confer- 
ence March 25-26 in Pierre.  A new format was 
developed for the conference this year setting up 
content into four strands of interest including 
Accommodations and Modifications, School Cli- 
mate, Technology and Transition, and Career and 
College Readiness. 

 

Sarah Lingle, SDSD Consultant in Pierre, present- 
ed a break out session in the strand of Technolo- 
gy, specifically Hearing Assistive Technology. 

Participants were briefed on the newest technol- 
ogy available for students who are deaf or hard 
of hearing both in personal hearing devices 
along with assistive technology devices including 
alerting systems, telecommunication applica- 
tions, FM systems, and classroom audio distribu- 
tion systems. Information and tips were also pro- 
vided about how to equip college and work force 
bound students with knowledge and tools for ad- 
vocating for hearing assistive technology in new 
environments. 

 
 
 
Sign Class for Tower of David 

Submitted by Julie Luke 
 

Tower of David is an assistive living facility 
for elderly who are low income or have disa- 
bilities.  The staff requested sign language 
training for their residents.  SDSD Consult- 
ants Jodi Schnider and Julie Luke taught 

basic sign language to the group on March 
27.   To review the vocabulary, the residents 
played Bingo and completed a word search. 
Positive feedback was received and it was 
an enjoyable time! 
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Guest Lectures at USD 
Submitted by Laura Scholten 

 

To further the knowledge of future 
speech-language pathologists, audiolo- 
gists, and teachers regarding the unique 
needs of deaf and hard of hearing indi- 
viduals, the Communication Sciences 
and Disorders Department of the Uni- 
versity of South Dakota and the South 
Dakota School for the Deaf collaborated 
several times during the spring semes- 
ter. Outreach Consultant, Laura Schol- 

 
 
 
 
ten, provided two guest lectures on the 
topics of aural rehabilitation and lan- 
guage disorders for approximately 50 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
The South Dakota School for the Deaf is 
thankful for the opportunities to in- 
crease the awareness of young profes- 
sionals and looks forward to further 
teaming in the future. 

 
 

Rising Star Finalist 
Submitted by Carol Johnson 

 
Hannah Higdon, 11th grader at Dupree High 
School and client of SDSD Outreach, is a fi- 
nalist in South Dakota’s Rising Star contest. 
Students from across the state are invited to 
give an oral dictation on a topic of their 
choosing.  Hannah decided to talk on the 
positive aspects the reservations have to of- 
fer.   Students are selected based on the 
number of votes they receive by the public 

 
 
 
 
 
online.  She made it through the first part of 
the competition and was selected to go down 
to a studio in Rapid City to give her speech 
while being recorded. Hannah is now one of 
five winners to make it to the finals. Finalists 
will receive scholarship money for college 
based on the place they come in with $2000 
going to the first place winner.  Congratula- 
tions, Hannah! 

 
 

Spring Sign Class Ends 
Submitted by Julie Luke 

 
SDSD is wrapping up the Spring Family Sign 
Class session. Consultants Julie Luke and 
Kami VanSickle taught various thematic 
signs weekly and planned centers to practice 
newly learned vocabulary words.  Families, 
teachers, Speech Language Pathologists and 

students attended these classes. SDSD 
would like to thank Augustana students for 
teaching sign language lessons in the day- 
care and volunteering in class.  as well as the 
SDSD Foundation for providing treats for 
each class and pizza on April 10. 



ATTACHMENT  I 50  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 
 
 
 
 

Professional Training Days 
Submitted by Kim Wadsworth 

 
March 11-12, 2014 the SDSD Outreach con- 
sultants came together on the Sioux Falls 
campus for Professional Day training. Consult- 
ants attended a presentation about transition 
from the state Pepnet team: Naomi Mangan, 
Teresa Nold, Darlene Zangara, Katie Gran, 
and Lance Sigdestad. Carmen Steen, Instruc- 
tor of ASL Education of the Deaf/HH and Sign 
Language Interpreting Programs at Augustana 
College shared reading instruction and strate- 
gies for deaf and hard of hearing students, Dr. 
Jessica Messersmith, Assistant Professor and 
Clinical Supervisor for the Department of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stampede Hockey Night 

Submitted by Kim Wadsworth 
 

March 28th, SDSD families and the Deaf 
community came together to cheer on the 
Sioux Falls Stampede Hockey team! Tickets 
were available thanks to the generous sup- 
port from the SDSD Foundation and the SF 

Communication Sciences and Disorders from 
USD presented on cochlear implant mapping 
strategies, Paula Souhrada, taught sign class, 
and  Dr. Sarah Zellmer, SDSD Audiologist, 
shared information on audiological measure- 
ments. The team also enjoyed a tour of the 
Communication Services for the Deaf (CSD) 
museum by James Saunders to celebrate 
Deaf Awareness month. SDSD’s Summer In- 
stitute conference for educators, SLP’s, and 
parents will be held May 28-29 and June 2-3, 
2014.  For more information, see the website: 
www.sdsd.sdbor.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stampede.  It was an exciting game against 
Sioux City where everyone had a great time 
interacting with each other, meeting new 
friends, and cheering on our local hockey 
team. 

 
 
 
 
 
Teen Events 

Submitted by Naomi Mangan 
 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Teens in Action 
event was hosted at SDSD on March 29 and 
April 12. Both events took place in the old 
gym. In March, h Augustana students and 
Mark Koterwski led activities for nine Deaf/ 
HH students. SDSD Outreach Consultant Ka- 

mi VanSickle facilitated April’s event. Pizza 
and pop were served during social time with 
four Deaf/HH students.  Augustana students 
and Kami VanSickle led the activities . 

http://www.sdsd.sdbor.edu/
http://www.sfstampede.com/
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Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Conference 
Submitted by Sara Hansen 

 

The national meeting for Early Hearing 
Detection and Intervention (EHDI) was 
held in Jacksonville, FL April 13—16. This 
was the thirteenth annual meeting for the 
group which brings together medical pro- 
fessionals, educators, and parents to pro- 
mote knowledge and awareness of hear- 
ing screening, audiological evaluations, 
cultural competence, and current re- 
search relating to EHDI. 
This year’s conference was attended by 
five representatives from South Dakota: 

 

 
 

MTI Presentation 
Submitted by Laura Scholten 

Dr. Laura Davis-Keppen of Sanford 
Health, Dr. Jessica Messersmith of USD, 
Lucy Fossen of SD Department of Health, 
Teresa Nold, parent, and Sara Hansen, 
Service Coordinator for SDSD. Numerous 
sessions were offered in several areas 
including medical home, early interven- 
tion, language acquisition, parent sup- 
port,  as well as policy and legislative is- 
sues. 

 
On April 24, SDSD Outreach Consultant, 
Laura Scholten, presented to students and 
faculty in the Speech-Language Pathology 
Assistant Program at Mitchell Technical Insti- 

tute. The topic of “Aural Rehabilitation” was 
well received instigating further collabora- 
tions in the fall of 2014. 

 
 
SD Early Childhood Conference 

Submitted by Kami Van Sickle 
 

“Investing in Our Future” was the title of this 
year’s SD Early Childhood Conference.  Out- 
reach Consultants Carol Johnson, Julie Luke, 
and Kami Van Sickle participated in the con- 
ference held on April 24-26 at the Confer- 
ence Center in Sioux Falls. This annual con- 
ference allowed outreach consultants an op- 
portunity to meet and collaborate with others 
across the state. Consultants left the confer- 

ence with new ideas and information that will 
enhance their work with young SDSD clients 
and their families. Outreach Consultant Jodi 
Schnider set up the SDSD booth during the 
conference so participants could learn more 
about SDSD’s services. The benefits of sign 
language for all kids and other participants’ 
desire to learn sign language was a reoccur- 
ring topic throughout the conference. 

 
 
 
Augustana College Presentation 

Submitted by Naomi Mangan 
 

Naomi Mangan, SDSD Outreach Consultant, 
presented to Augustana interpreter students 
on May 1 about appropriate use of educa- 
tional interpreters. Topics included personal 

and professional experience, roles and ex- 
pectations of educational interpreters, ethi- 
cal challenges, and recommendations for 
dealing with ethical dilemmas. 
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In-service Update 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

www.sdsd.sdbor.edu 

 
 
 
 
SDSD Outreach Consultant In-Services 
 
 

Eileen Anderson..................... 19 
 

Julie Delfs ..................................8 
 

Carol Johnson ........................ 12 
 

Sarah Lingle ........................... 17 
 

Julie Luke ..................................8 
 

Naomi Mangan .........................7 
 

Nina Ringstmeyer .................. 14 
 

Kerry Ruth .............................. 22 
 

Jodi Schnider ............................6 
 

Laura Scholten....................... 13 
 

Kami Van Sickle..................... 15 
 

Total...................................... 141 
 
 

In-services and guest lectures are provided by members of the SDSD Outreach team as 
an extension of support for children and students with hearing loss. These in-services 
may relate to hearing loss and its educational impact, technical assistance and orienta- 
tion with hearing aids, cochlear implants, FM systems, sound field systems, and/or in- 
terpreters, or educational strategies and materials that may benefit SDSD clients. 

 
 
 

Audiology Department News 
Submitted by Greg King 

 
The following report details audiologi- 
cal services provided to South Dakota 
children from July, 2013 through April, 
2014 on SDSD’s campus or via the 
mobile lab . 

 
Total Screened: 10581 
Total Evaluated: 846 
*SNHL Found: 212 
*CHL Found: 741 
Mobile Sites: 150 

 
SNHL— sensorineural hearing loss 
CHL— conductive hearing loss 

 
 
 
 
 
 
www.sdsd.sdbor.edu/audiology.htm 

http://www.sdsd.sdbor.edu/
http://www.sdsd.sdbor.edu/audiology.htm


Attachment  I 47  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Informational Items 
South Dakota Board of Regents Meeting 

University of South Dakota, Vermillion 
June 11, 2014 

 
Preparing students to step forward with confidence and a vision of lifetime success 

 
 
Zach Cordier was named High School 
Student of the Month in February; the 
Elementary honors went to Jordon 
Houseman.  Caden Chavez and Quinn 
Ossanna were selected as Students of 
the Month in March. Shane Hoffman 
and Michael Wingen were recognized 
as of Students of the Month for April. 

 
 
 
 
On March 6 SDSBVI High School 
students had the opportunity to attend 
“Catch the Wave” which was hosted by 
the Transition Services Liaison Project 
(TSLP) at Northern State University. 
“Catch the Wave” is a one day annual 
workshop that highlights post-secondary 
options for students with disabilities and 
addresses many aspects of college life 
such as financial aid, campus 
resources, and self-advocacy. 
Representatives from several schools 
were available for questions, including 
Northern State University, Presentation 
College, and Lake Area Technical 
Institute. 

While studying jobs in our community, 
elementary group language students 
had the opportunity for some hands on 
learning about equipment and tools 
used by our maintenance department. 
They even explored some store rooms 
which are typically off limits. 
 
 
 
 
March 3, 2014 marked the 17th annual 
Read Across America Day kicking off 

a week of reading 
across the nation. 
The National 
Education 
Association (NEA) 
created Read Across 
America Day to 
motivate and raise 

awareness for young readers in 
celebration of the birthday of the 
timeless author, Dr. Seuss.  SDSBVI’s 
Art, Music & Library Class joined the 
celebration with Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in 
the Hat. 
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On March 13 students enjoyed skating 
with some members of the Wings, 
Aberdeen’s ice hockey team, at the 
Odde arena. 

 
If you want to learn more about the 
Wings or find out their game schedule, 
you can check them out online at 
http://aberdeenwings.com. 

 
 
 
 
SDSBVI hosted three guests from the 
University of South Dakota in Vermillion. 
Under the direction of Dr. Kyle 
Brouwer, the group conducted a 
research study titled “Development of 
a Standardized Assessment of 
Speech Production in Children with 
Visual Impairments” with several 
SDSBVI students.  Dr. Brouwer is part 
of USD’s Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders and hopes the 
study will help educators improve their 
ability to assess and treat students who 
may have speech and/or language 
difficulties. 

 
 
 
 
The Maintenance Department has been 
updating and remodeling the boys’ 
apartment, living and snack room areas, 
and the dorm office in Herseth Hall. 
Now they are working on a new 
conference and meeting room equipped 
with a smartboard and 
telecommunication capability. 

This year’s Move for Heart activity was 
held in the gym on March 14.  Students 
raised $1,066 for the American Heart 
Association! 

 
In another fundraising activity, the 
SDSBVI “Pioneer Plungers” raised over 
$1,000 for Special Olympics by running 
into the icy water for the Polar Plunge 
at Wylie Park on April 13. 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Beth Lopes and her science class 
organized a visit from Mr. Josh 
Thompson and Mr. Keith Mutschler. 
Mr. Thompson and Mr. Mutschler are 

conservation 
officers with the 
South Dakota 
Game, Fish, 
and Parks and 
put on a fur 
presentation for 
our students. 

 
 
 
 
SDSBVI hosted the 2014 South Dakota 
Forensics, Swimming, and Goalball 
Tournament on March 28-29 and the 
team from North Dakota joined us for a 
fun time. Forensics and a social were 
held Friday evening; swimming and 
goalball took place on Saturday. 

http://aberdeenwings.com/
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AER is “OZ-SOME” 
was the 2014 
Dakotas AER 
Conference held in 
Aberdeen May 7-9. 
Featured presenters 
and topics included: 
Ike Presley (AFB): 
E-Books, Audio Books, What to Teach 
When; Kerry Isham (APH): ToAD, The 
APH Intervention Connection, APH 
Products: (SLK, SAM, Tactile 
Connections); and Diane Brauner: 
Teaching Auditory Object Perception, 
Putting Orientation Back in O&M, 
Making Tactile Maps, Circle Time Braille 
Kits. 

 
 
 
 
Three students (Jordan Houseman, 
Marcus Van Dam, and Kendra 
Terkildsen) traveled to the Wisconsin 
School for the Blind to participate in 
swimming and forensics.  Coach 
Christie Hulscher, Coach Megan Stoa, 
and Principal Jodi Carlsgaard 
accompanied the group. The trip was 
funded in part by the South Dakota 
Foundation for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired. 

 
 
 
 
Three young people graduated on May 
22:  Courtland Collins, Sturgis, Zach 
Cordier, Aberdeen, and April 
Dominick, Aberdeen. The 
commencement address was given by 
Sue Birrenkott, retired SDSBVI 
Transition Specialist. Regent Randall 
Morris presented the students with their 
diplomas. 

The end of the year awards event was 
also held on May 22. Students received 
awards for their achievements in 
academics, sports, forensics, and 
citizenship.  Also recognized at the 
awards ceremony were retirees Angie 
Usselman (25 years, food service), 
Shelley Teal (26 years, residential 
program), Richard Blondo (7 years, 
maintenance), and Cathleen Walker 
(31 years, residential program). 
 
 
 
 
The Department of Education completed 
their accreditation visit on May 23. This 
visit was focused on our compliance 
with state school law.  We are required 
to provide documentation in areas such 
as fingerprinting of new employees, birth 
certificates and immunization records for 
students, and safety drills. 
 
 
 
 
After representing SDSBVI at the 
national “Getting in Touch with Literacy” 
conference in Rhode Island last 
December, Mrs. Pat Geditz and Dr. 
Marva Gellhaus were selected to 
represent us at the AER International 
Conference from July 30-August 3, 
2014, in San Antonio, TX.  More than 
800 professionals and practitioners will 
be in attendance, ranging from 
educators, vision rehabilitation 
therapists, orientation and mobility 
specialists, low vision specialists, 
university preparation professionals, to 
vendors and parents. 
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The SDSBVI Outreach Vision 
Consultants and staff with support from 
the South 
Dakota 
Foundation 
for the 
Blind and 
Visually 
Impaired 
invite family members to walk a mile in 
their child's shoes by attending our 4th 

Annual Family Weekend on June 7-8 
at SDSBVI. It will be an opportunity to 
spend a day learning how to adapt and 
modify a variety of daily tasks, such as 
cleaning, cooking, and traveling while 
blindfolded. Then the group will enjoy a 
catered dinner “in the dark”. There will 
also be an opportunity to share 
experiences with other families, visit 
with successful adults with visual 
impairments, and build a support 
network.  Registration, accommodations 
at the Ramkota Inn, and meals are 
provided to participants at no cost by the 
South Dakota Foundation for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired. 


