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The Regental system has been involved with Complete College America (CCA) since 

2009 as the national non-profit organization seeks to increase the number of Americans with 

career certificates or college degrees and to close attainment gaps for under-represented 

populations. Current efforts in the Regental system to reduce the number of credit hours to 120, 

and redesign of our math and English remediation courses have been in coordination with CCA 

and their current work with over thirty states around the country. In June, four South Dakota 

representatives attended CCA’s Guided Pathways to Success (GPS) Policy Institute in Atlanta 

promoting policies encouraging on-time graduation (defined as four years for a baccalaureate 

degree and two years for an associate degree).1 This update focuses specifically on CCA’s core 

GPS program recommendations, and highlights four efforts at studying or implementing 

corresponding actions.  

 

 Milestone Courses 

 

CCA is encouraging institutions to establish certain courses within an academic program 

as milestone courses; completion of these courses each semester certifies students are on track 

for on-time graduation and provide realistic assessments of potential success in a field of study. 

Academic advisers attending the GPS Policy Institute expressed interest in adopting milestone 

courses within degree pathway plans. BOR staff and AAC members will initiate conversations 

on establishing a related pilot project. 

 

Informed Choices and “Meta Majors”  

 

Meta Majors are designed to enroll students’ undecided on a major in broad academic 

pathways that narrow to specific academic programs. For example, first year students would 

choose a “meta major” in a broad area (such as STEM, health care, or social science) and then 

narrow into a more specific major (such as chemistry or nursing).  Over the past two years, 

SDSU has implemented an Exploratory Studies Program that filters undecided students to one of 

five distinct tracks: 1) Education, Social Sciences and Management; 2) Humanities, Fine Arts 

and Design; 3) Health Sciences; 4) Engineering, Technology and Math; 5) Agriculture and 

Natural Sciences. Students align their chosen track with their academic interests, allowing them 

                                                           
1 Representatives included Jody Owen (SDSU), Steve Ward (USD), Sarah Rasmussen (University Center-Sioux 

Falls), and Jay Perry (BOR staff). The GPS Policy Institute hyperlink connects to conference presentation materials 

and videos. 

http://completecollege.org/
http://completecollege.org/gps-policy-institute/
http://www.sdstate.edu/gs/exploratory/
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to explore potential majors while still progressing with required courses within the broader field. 

SDSU began the program in 2013 with eighty-six students; by the end of Spring 2014, all 

students had selected a major and remained in good standing with the university. BOR staff and 

the AAC continue to monitor the program’s effectiveness.  

 
Whole Programs of Study and Default Academic Pathways  

 

Institutional efforts to encourage students in choosing academic majors or programs 

providing clear paths to graduation, as opposed to the selection of random, individual courses, 

have proven to be successful. Under this approach students remain on their chosen path unless 

advisers approve a change, and it provides students with access to information demonstrating the 

time (and financial) consequences of changing academic paths. Regental institutions are 

exploring software options for a system-wide student planning system that would give students 

access to accurate information regarding how selecting individual courses impact plans for on-

time graduation, assist students with early identification of majors, and allow students to explore 

realistic “what if” scenarios regarding course selection and changes in majors. Additionally, as 

reported during the Joint Appropriations committee meeting in February, NSU has launched a 

marketing campaign directed at their students encouraging completion of fifteen credit hours 

each semester to promote on-time graduation.2  

 

Math alignment to majors 
 

A number of institutions have sought to abandon universal math requirements in favor of 

aligning math with the requirements of individual programs (such as an emphasis on statistics 

and quantitative literacy for non-STEM fields). Current system efforts have focused on 

improving math remediation. SDSU, for example, is allowing some math remediation efforts 

through use of mymathtest, an inexpensive online placement and readiness program. Several 

BOR schools, such as DSU and NSU, have instituted corequisite math remediation courses – 

courses that provide remediation support to students simultaneously with engagement in college-

level, general education requirement coursework. The corequisite model reduces the seat time 

required for students to complete math-related general education requirements.     

 
  

 

                                                           
2 Promotional videos for this effort are available on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-Iruu3TZ-8 and 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqRwn1R4aDk. 

http://www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com/northamerica/mymathtest/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-Iruu3TZ-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqRwn1R4aDk

