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SUBJECT: Revision to Board Policy 2:10 – Limiting Withdrawals 

At the November AAC meeting, AAC discussed a proposed revision to Board Policy 2:10 

that would establish a limit on the number of W’s a student could have transcripted.  As was noted, 

in recent years several institutions have taken this step to promote student success.  The California 

State University System and postsecondary institutions in Texas have had limits legislated.  In other 

cases, such as the Georgia system, several institutions have established policy limits.  During the 

past couple of years, AAC has discussed this topic a number of times.   

The Council received a summary of discussions with representatives from these systems.  In 

addition, a policy brief outlining research which shows limiting withdrawals had a positive impact 

on degree completion was included from Georgia.   

After discussion, members of the Council were asked to take this back to campus for review.  

In addition, this was passed along to SAC and to MOCC for their review.  Responses will be 

available at the meeting. 

The attached material lays out the recommended change to policy 2:10, establishing a limit 

of six withdrawals.  This draft reflects the common elements found in other policies reviewed.  As a 

note, the limit of six W’s is commonly applied in the states referenced above.   
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1. Undergraduate Grades 

 

Undergraduate Grades will be assigned to the undergraduate academic level and to all 

courses and sections with course numbers ranging from 001 to 499.  Plus and minus 

grades are not used. 

 

A Exceptional 4.00 grade points per semester hour 

B Above Average 3.00 grade points per semester hour 

C Average 2.00 grade points per semester hour 

D Lowest Passing Grade 1.00 grade points per semester hour 

F Failure 0.00 grade points per semester hour 

S Satisfactory Does not calculate into any gpa 

U Unsatisfactory Does not calculate into any gpa 

RI Incomplete (Remedial) Does not calculate into any gpa 

RS Satisfactory (Remedial) Does not calculate into any gpa 

RU Unsatisfactory (Remedial) Does not calculate into any gpa 

W Withdrawal Does not calculate into any gpa, no credit granted 

AU Audit Does not calculate into any gpa 

I Incomplete Does not calculate into any gpa 

IP In Progress Does not calculate into any gpa 

EX Credit by Exam Does not calculate into any gpa 

CR Credit Does not calculate into any gpa 

TR Note for NSE/MEDT Does not calculate into any gpa, no credit granted 

LR Lab grade linked to 

 Recitation Grade 

0 credit course 

NG No Grade 0 credit tracking course  

NR Grade not Reported 

 by Instructor 

Does not calculate into any gpa 

Grade* Academic Amnesty Does not calculate into any gpa, no credit given 

 

An audit (AU) grade may be granted only when the student has elected the AU option on 

or prior to the census date of the term.   

 

A credit (CR) grade may be granted only for non-course credit that is not related to an 

examination or to equating transfer grades to the BOR grading system.  This grade is not 

used for any Regental university course. 

 

An examination for credit (EX) grade may be granted only for non-course credit 

validation obtained through a validation process.  This grade is not used for any Regental 

university course. 

 

An incomplete (I) grade may be granted only when all of the following conditions apply: 

1) A student has encountered extenuating circumstances that do not permit him/her 

to complete the course. 

2) The student must be earning a passing grade at the time the Incomplete is 

necessitated.  Anticipated course failure is not a justification for an incomplete. 
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3) The student does not have to repeat the course to meet the requirements.   

4) The instructor must agree to grant an incomplete grade. 

5) The instructor and student must agree on a plan to complete the coursework. 

6) The coursework must be completed within one semester; extensions may be 

granted by the Vice President for Academic Affairs. 

7) If the student completes the course within the specified time, the grades that may 

be assigned are A, B, C, D, F, S, RS, RU, or U. 

8) If the student does not complete the course within the specified time, the grade 

assigned will be F (Failure) or U (Unsatisfactory) or RU (Remedial 

Unsatisfactory) if the student had requested S/U within the time specified in BOR 

policy 2:6.9. 

 

An in progress (IP) grade may be granted only when all of the following conditions 

apply: 

1) The requirements for the course (for every student enrolled in the course) extend 

beyond the current term. 

2) The extension beyond the current term must be defined before the class begins. 

3) The instructor must request permission to award IP grades for a course from their 

Department Head and Dean, and then approval must be obtained from the Vice 

President for Academic Affairs. 

4) A definite date for completion of the course must be established in the course 

syllabus. 

 

A grade of NG will be used only with those course sections that are designated as 

Tracking/Program Sustaining (Q) and those that are assigned the code for Master’s 

Research Problems/Projects Sustaining, Thesis Sustaining, or Dissertation Sustaining 

(U). 

 

Remedial grades (RI, RS, RU) may be granted only for courses numbered 001 to 099. 

 

A Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) grade may be granted only when the entire course 

requires the S/U grade or the student has elected the S/U option on or prior to the census 

date of the term.   

 

A grade of withdrawal (W) may be assigned only six times during a student’s 

undergraduate career.  If the student drops additional classes, a grade of failure (F) will 

be assigned.  This limit will begin with the fall semester of 2013.  Withdrawal grades 

assigned to continuously enrolled students prior to this term will not count against the 

limit. This limit does not include W grades assigned if a student withdraws from all 

classes in a given term.  The campus chief academic officer may make exceptions to this 

requirement in those cases where there are unique factors.   
 


