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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Approve SDSU’s Preliminary Facility Statement request to renovate the 2nd and 3rd floors 

of Wecota Annex at an estimated cost of $4,297,700 as identified in the FY15 Capital Project 
List. Approval of this request will allow SDSU to move forward with it’s Facility Program Plan 
for this project. Funding for this project is not to exceed $2,785,000 from campus HEFF M&R 
funds with the remaining funds coming from private gifts. The Board President should appoint a 
building committee be formed to assist with the planning and development of cost estimates for 
the project. If approved, this item will need to be added to the 2014 Legislative package in 
conjunction with the Wecota Hall lower level renovation project. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: III – G 
 

DATE: October 9-10, 2013 
  

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: South Dakota State University Wecota Annex Renovations  

Preliminary Facility Statement   
 
 South Dakota State University requests approval of its Preliminary Facility Statement for 
Wecota Annex renovations at an estimated cost of $4,297,700. This project was identified on the 
FY15 Capital Project List.  
 
 The goal of this project is two-fold: to provide highly functional and accessible space for 
the Department of Counseling and Human Development (CHD), and to renovate an existing 
serviceable facility that has backlogged maintenance and repair needs. Renovation of the 2nd and 
3rd floors in this facility will allow all on-campus members of the CHD Department to be located 
in the same building. The 4th floor is currently occupied by the National Children’s Study staff 
and researchers. 
 
 The CHD department maintains two national accreditations within the CHRD program. 
National accreditation is an indicator to students, their potential employers, and professional 
affiliates that this program meets the educational requirements and standards for the counseling 
profession. Continued accreditation is critical to the excellence of these programs and brings 
other opportunities for students and faculty.  
 
 The CHD department will require office space, departmental space, clinical laboratory 
observation and counseling space, group/family counseling laboratory space, and a control room 
for audio/visual observation. The clinical lab rooms within this renovation will be accessible to 
students for practicum-based education and peer review. The rooms will also be used by clients 
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including those with physical disabilities. The new location will allow off-campus clients 
improved supervision in the event of an emergency. The expansion will enhance the experience 
of CHD students and provide a necessary additional resource to the community.  
 
 Additional project details can be found in SDSU’s attached Preliminary Facility 
Statement. If approved, SDSU requests the Board president assign a building committee to assist 
with the project planning and cost estimates.    
 

Funding for this renovation is to be no more than $2,785,000 from campus HEFF M&R 
Funds with the remaining funds coming from private gifts. Due to the size of the project in 
conjunction with the Wecota Hall renovation, this item will need to be listed as part of the 2014 
Legislative package.  
  
   



 

PRELIMINARY FACILITY STATEMENT 
 

WECOTA ANNEX RENOVATIONS 
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
South Dakota State requests approval of this Preliminary Facility Statement.  We request 
that a building committee be formed for selection of an Architectural/Engineering design 
consultant to prepare a space program, project scope, estimate, and schematic design 
for this project.   

 
a. General Programmatic Needs to be Addressed 

 
A project will have two primary goals.  One is to provide highly functional and accessible 
space for the Department of Counseling and Human Development (CHD).  This 
department includes one undergraduate major (Human Development and Family 
Studies), three undergraduate minors (Human Development & Family Studies, 
Counseling & Human Resource Development, and Gerontology), and three graduate 
degrees (Masters of Education -  Counseling & Human Resource Development , Master 
of Sciences - Counseling & Human Resource Development, and Master of Sciences – 
Education & Human Science) with seven different specializations (Administration of 
Student Affairs, Adult Development in the Workplace, Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, College Counseling, Family & Community Services, Rehabilitation 
Counseling, and School Counseling).  Counseling and Human Resource Development 
masters graduates comprise approximately 19% of all SDSU masters degrees.  CHRD 
graduates consistently average 55 graduates a year.   
 
The CHD department maintains two national accreditations (CACREP and CORE) 
within the CHRD program.  In addition to serving as a measure of academic excellence, 
holding national accreditation allows graduates to obtain licensure in an abbreviated 
time frame when compared to graduates from non-accredited programs.  National 
accreditation is also an indicator to our current (and potential) students, their potential 
employers, and our professional affiliates that our program meets the educational 
requirements and standards for the counseling profession.  
 
Continued accreditation is critical to the excellence of these programs, and both national 
accreditation bodies have cited concerns regarding accessibility.  In addition to the 
assurance of the quality of education received, accreditation brings other opportunities 
for students and faculty in our programs including grants, research projects, etc.   
 
An accredited program can no longer be maintained within the department’s existing 
location in Wenona Hall.  Re-accreditation visits have cited issues of accessibility and 
counseling privacy in department offices, classrooms, and clinical labs in Wenona Hall.  
Wenona Hall is physically linked to Wecota Hall but access is not available.  The main 
floor and basement of Wenona Hall are handicapped accessible by separate entrances 
on opposite sides of the building, but the building is not internally accessible, and the 
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upper floors are considered non-accessible.  Not all spaces within the main floor and 
basement of Wenona Hall are accessible.   
 
The second goal is to renovate an accessible existing serviceable facility that has 
backlogged maintenance and repair needs.  The facility would be modernized, made 
more energy efficient, and provide supplemental space for other program changes 
throughout the University.  The project scope will incorporate necessary backlogged 
building maintenance and repairs that include window replacement, heating system 
replacement, plumbing upgrades, exterior wall insulation, restroom renovations, water 
and sewer utility upgrades, and installation of air conditioning.    
 
Renovation of two floors of Wecota Annex will provide space for all on-campus 
members of the CHD Department to be in the same building.  Currently, faculty and 
staff are located in Wagner Hall and Wenona Hall.  Faculty will be able to work more 
effectively together and with graduate students without the barriers of accessibility and 
office location.   

 
The clinical lab rooms will be accessible to students for practicum based education and 
peer review.  They will also be used by clients, including those with physical disabilities.  
The new location allows for off campus clients and improved supervision in the event of 
an emergency.  This expansion will not only enhance the experience of CHRD students, 
but will provide an additional resource to the community.   

 
b. Analysis of the Student Body or Constituents to be Served 

The renovation will benefit students and faculty that utilize this facility.  Building services 
upgrades will benefit current occupants (National Children’s Study researchers and staff 
on 4th floor), the Department of Counseling and Human Development (CHD) on the 2nd 
and 3rd floor, and the future academic department assigned to space on the 1st floor.    
 

c. Additional Services to be Offered 
The renovated facilities will provide additional capabilities in clinical observation and 
counseling for education, demonstration, and research.  Accessible facilities will allow 
student interns and clinical faculty to meet with disabled clients without special 
accommodations.  This will enhance clinical services that are available.   
 

d. Compliance with Master Plan 
Long range plans of the University include phased conversion of Wecota Annex from 
residential to academic use.  4th floor offices were refinished in 2010 to convert 
residential space into office space utilized by the National Children’s Study.  No building 
systems were upgraded when this floor was refinished.  Two floors of Wecota Annex 
will provide enough space to meet the program needs described above and will be 
assigned to Counseling and Human Development.  One floor would be reassigned in 
the future.  The basement of Wecota Annex will provide building support space 
(electrical, mechanical, custodial space) for the building.    
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This is consistent with plans for the linked facilities.  Wenona Hall, Wecota Hall, and 
Wecota Annex were originally built as dormitories and the first two are now used as 
office and class lab facilities.  The use of Wecota Annex is changing as described 
above.  Wecota Hall and Wecota Annex are linked on all floors by a connecting corridor 
link and elevator lobby.   
 
Two unique uses of space within Wecota Annex should be noted.  The basement 
includes a laundry room, kitchenette, and meeting space used by Wecota Annex and 
Waneta Hall.  These spaces are being relocated to Waneta Hall.  The electrical room in 
the basement of Wecota Annex houses electrical distribution equipment for Wecota 
Annex, Wecota Hall, and Wenona Hall.  This will be retained. 
 

e. Analysis of Needs Assessment Based on the Facilities Utilization Report 
The types of spaces required by the department include offices, departmental space, 
clinical laboratory observation and counseling space, group/family counseling laboratory 
space, and a control room for audio/visual observation.  Wenona Hall spaces no longer 
provide adequate support for accreditation and program quality.  Modern training and 
education techniques that include practicum isolated observation, video-taping, and 
video training are not practical within current facilities.   
 

f. Location 
Wecota Annex is located west of Wecota Hall west of Medary Avenue.  Wenona Hall, 
Wecota Hall, Wecota Annex, and Waneta Hall are all separate, but physically linked 
facilities.  A campus map is attached, showing the location of the four facilities.  Wecota 
Hall and Wecota Annex have a connecting link that includes a common exit stair and an 
elevator providing full accessibility to all floors of both buildings.  The project will be 
located in Wecota Annex. 
 

g. Reallocation of Old Space 
The space within Wenona Hall and Wagner Hall that is vacated by the Department of 
Counseling and Human Development (CHD) will be reprogrammed to support other 
academic departments within the College of Education & Human Science.   
 
The renovations required specifically for the Department of Counseling and Human 
Development (CHD) will take place on the 2nd and 3rd floors.  The 4th floor of Wecota 
Annex is currently utilized as academic space (National Children's Study offices).  The 
first floor will be retained for finished development and future assignment as needs 
develop.  The basement level will be retained for mechanical and electrical services.   
The site around Wecota Annex includes parking that can be designated for public use in 
close proximity to the accessible entrance.   
 

h. Proposed Funding Source(s) 
Funding for the renovation of Wecota Annex will be from Higher Education Facility 
Funds, donations and gifts to the University, and other University funds.   

 
i. Budget for Development of a Facility Program Plan 
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Design services are required to develop the architectural program, schematic design, 
and overall project scope.  These services would provide the necessary tools and 
information for developing the Facility Program Plan and obtaining support for the 
project.  We estimate the costs for these services to be approximately $60,000 and will 
be funded from HEFF M&R planning funds designated for this purpose (reference FY14 
project number 3H1402).     
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