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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Approve SDSU’s Preliminary Facility Statement request to renovate Wecota Hall’s lower 

level at an estimated cost of $2,636,000 as identified in the FY15 Capital Project List. Approval 
of this request will allow SDSU to move forward with it’s Facility Program Plan for this project. 
Funding for this project will not exceed more than $964,000 from campus HEFF M&R funds 
with the remainder coming from private gifts. The Board President should appoint a building 
committee be formed to assist with the planning and development of cost estimates for the 
project. If approved, this item will need to be added to the 2014 Legislative package in 
conjunction with the Wecota Annex renovation project. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: III – F 
 

DATE: October 9-10, 2013 
  

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: South Dakota State University Wecota Hall Lower Level Renovations 

Preliminary Facility Statement   
 
 South Dakota State University requests approval of their Preliminary Facility Statement 
to complete planning of Wecota Hall lower level renovations at a projected cost of $2,636,000. 
This renovation would accommodate the Geography Department. This project was identified on 
the FY15 Capital Project List.  
 
 Wecota Hall consists of three stories and a lower level. The Department of Geography 
recently moved to the first floor of the building which also houses the Geographic Information 
Science Center of Excellence. Currently, the Wecota basement space is utilized as class lab and 
laboratory teaching. There is limited space and functionality in this area. The basement also 
includes three distributed mechanical rooms, spaces of odd proportions, unused storage 
equipment space, and restroom facilities. Corridor space occupies a larger than normal 
percentage of the floor area. 
 
 Renovation of the Wecota Hall lower level would greatly improve space utilization and 
efficiency. Increased class lab space, space for a small research lab, and consolidated mechanical 
services are all possible within this renovation. Space is needed for class lab teaching, 
conferences and seminars, and a small research laboratory. Also, a classroom for up to 40 
students, a GIS class lab, one small GIX class lab and one Physical Geography class lab space is 
needed.  
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 Additional details of the project can be found in SDSU’s attached Preliminary Facility 
Statement. If approved, SDSU requests the Board president assign a building committee to assist 
with the project planning and cost estimates.    
 

Funding for this renovation will not exceed more than $964,000 from campus HEFF 
M&R funds with the remainder coming from private gifts. Due to the size of the project in 
conjunction with the Wecota Annex renovation, this item will need to be listed as part of the 
2014 Legislative package.  
  
   



 
 

 
 

 

PRELIMINARY FACILITY STATEMENT 

  

 WECOTA HALL LOWER LEVEL RENOVATIONS 

 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

  
 

SDSU requests approval of this Preliminary Facility Statement to complete planning 

for renovations of the lower level of Wecota Hall which will accommodate the 

Department of Geography.  We request appointment of a building committee.  We 

request design consultants be retained to provide architectural programming 

services, a schematic design, and cost estimate of the project.   

 

A.  GENERAL PROGRAMMATIC NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED:   
The Department of Geography offers B.S. degrees in Geography and Geographic 
Information Sciences (GISc), a M.S. in Geography, and minors and certificates in these 
fields.  The basement of Wecota Hall provides the laboratory spaces for its physical 
geography courses (which are STEM courses) and for GISc courses.  It also is the location 
of the department’s classroom for specialized courses and seminar room graduate studies. 
These facilities are necessary for the Department of Geography to fulfill its vision and 
mission.  However, they need to be of adequate size and quality.   
 
New technologies and pedagogies are not supported by the existing facilities.  For 
example, a lack of equipment storage and bench space severely limits hands-on, 
experiential learning experiences of both undergraduate and graduate students. Efforts to 
crystalize students’ understanding of complex theories and recruit students into the major 
with active learning techniques is a central strategy to evolving pedagogies.  
 
Research in physical geography is essential to modern pedagogy and the teaching of 
upper-division and graduate-level physical geography courses. With the addition of a 
modest space for research, application and obtaining grants in physical geography will be 
significantly enhanced as access to research space is often a prerequisite for research 
funding.  Space dedicated to research is not available in existing facilities, and research 
work must currently take place in class lab facilities.  A research laboratory will have 
equipment that can be used for demonstrations or activities to improve the education of 
both undergraduate and graduate students.  Student experiences and learning in courses 
such Geomorphology, Biogeography, and Environmental Geography can be enhanced 
dramatically with inclusion of research methods, data collection and data analysis. These 
possibilities can go far in serving the departmental missions of improving instruction, 
scholarship, and outreach as well as strengthening core competencies of learners. 
 
Enrollments in geography courses have grown in recent years.  At times, the number of 
students have surged as much as 20 percent during individual semesters in the last four 
years alone. This has been in part because of the recent emphasis on STEM sciences, 
which includes Physical Geography. It also is attributed to growth in importance of 
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Geographic Information Science (GISc), both as a subject of study (namely the 
Department’s GISc program) and as an increasingly important technology for other 
disciplines. In recent years, enrollments in GISc courses have experienced growth from 
students in such diverse disciplines as Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences, Biology, and 
Construction Management.  Non-lab and seminar spaces need to be adequate to 
accommodate this growth.   
 
Currently the spaces in Wecota basement are used for class lab and laboratory teaching, 
which includes hands-on learning, group instruction, and the more varied use of materials 
and equipment. Limited space and functionality have reduced the capacity of enlisting 
more engaging pedagogies, especially as enrollments have grown. Upgrading and more 
efficient use of spaces would better accommodate these changes and likewise facilitate 
greater enrollments.  The renovation of Wecota basement is consistent with the 
Department of Geography’s vision statement and is a necessary step to fulfill the 
Department’s mission. 
 

B. ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENT BODY OR CONSTITUENTS TO BE SERVED:   
Among the courses to be taught in the renovated spaces, GEOG 131 and GEOG 132 
laboratory sections will have the highest enrollments.  These courses satisfy System 
General Education Requirement #4: Natural Sciences, which are STEM courses.  
Therefore, a broad spectrum of the student body will benefit.  As enrollments at SDSU 
have grown, so have demand for these courses and the need for space to be used more 
efficiently in order to offer students the fullest educational experience. 
 
Also to be taught in the renovated spaces are a series of Geographic Information Science 
(GISc) courses.  Demand for these courses also is growing.  These courses are not only in 
the Geography and GISc majors but are sought after by students in many other programs 
such as Biological Science and Environmental Science, Wildlife, Plant Science, Park and 
Recreation Management, Landscape Architecture, Construction Management, Civil 
Engineering, and various Agricultural programs.  One GISc course is required in the 
environmental emphasis of the Ecology and Environmental Science major.   
 
Students from a variety of majors enroll in the entire range of geography courses to 
supplement their programs of study.  Thus, the renovations to improve and enlarge the 
general classroom and seminar space also will benefit a number of students from differing 
programs at SDSU. 
 

C.  ADDITIONAL SERVICES TO BE OFFERED:   
The renovations will allow Geography’s programs to evolve and adopt new technologies 
and pedagogies as well engage more fully in research.  The resulting enhanced 
educational environment will provide a greatly valued additional educational experience for 
the students and add to the institution’s research mission.  The renovations also will help 
the Department of Geography to fulfill its goal of becoming one of the leading 
undergraduate geography programs in the nation and one of the premiere Master of 
Science programs in the region. 
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D.  COMPLIANCE WITH CAMPUS MASTER PLAN:   
The project is planned as an in situ renovation of the existing facility.  Past renovations of 
the first and second floors of Wecota Hall were intended as space for the Geographic 
Information Systems Center of Excellence (GIS-COE), graduate student seminar and 
research space, and office space for the Geography Department and the GIS-COE.  This 
project is consistent with long term aspirations to keep undergraduate instruction, graduate 
education, outreach, and research in proximate locations for collaboration and 
concentration.   
 

E.  ANALYSIS OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT BASED ON THE FACILITIES UTILIZATION REPORT:   
Space is necessary for class lab teaching, conferences and seminars, and a small 
research laboratory.  One classroom is necessary for 24 to 40 students.  One large GIS 
class lab, one small GIS class lab, and one Physical Geography class lab space is 
required.  A seminar/conference room space is required for graduate studies and 
departmental use.  A small research lab is desired that is adjacent to the physical 
geography class lab.  Storage space is required for equipment and instructional aids 
unique to geography.  No office spaces are required, and are accommodated on other 
floors of Wecota Hall. 
 
A combination of outdated facilities and enrollment growth has made the facilities 
inadequate.  The physical geography laboratory, which accommodates students in GEOG 
131 and 132 is at capacity and operates from 8:00am until 9:00pm virtually every day of 
the week. It has become extremely difficult to perform upgrades and address problems 
without disrupting instruction.   Moreover, though additional lecture space is available 
elsewhere on campus, it is not possible to increase enrollments in these courses because 
the laboratories are running at capacity.  The situation is similar for the large GIS class lab, 
the classroom, and the seminar room. More students could be added to the existing 
classes if the facilities were enlarged and improved.  
 
The existing basement space includes 3 distributed mechanical rooms, spaces of odd 
proportions, unused storage and equipment space, and restroom facilities that are 
inefficiently designed.  Corridor space occupies a larger than normal percentage of the 
floor area.  Renovation of the basement would greatly improve space utilization and 
efficiency.   Increased class lab space, space for a small research lab, and consolidated 
mechanical services are all possible with renovation of this floor level.   
 
Renovation of this floor will complete general space renovations of the building, as the 
other three floors have been upgraded since 2004.  In addition to these general 
renovations, it is desirable to complete some backlogged maintenance and repairs that 
apply primarily to the exterior envelope of the building.  These include window 
replacement, reroofing, storm drainage improvements, replacement of exterior steel stairs, 
lower level restroom renovations, electrical modifications, replacement of the steam and 
condensate utilities, and replacement of the sewer and water service to the building.   
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F.  LOCATION:   
The project is located in the lower level of Wecota Hall.  Department offices have recently 
moved to the first floor of this building.  It is already the home of the Geographic 
Information Science Center of Excellence.  Wecota Hall consists of 3 stories and the lower 
level.  The first, second, and third floors have been fully renovated in different phases 
spanning between 2004 and 2012.  The work of this project will complete renovation to the 
building.   
 

G.  REALLOCATION OF OLD SPACE, IF ANY:   
No space will be reallocated as a part of the project.  It is currently assigned to Geography 
and will remain assigned to Geography.  Renovation should improve the space efficiency 
of the floor plan enough to provide the additional class lab size, research, and seminar 
space required.   
 

H.  PROPOSED FUNDING SOURCE/SOURCES:   
The project would be funded from a combination of Higher Education Facility Funds and 
private gifts.        

 

I.  BUDGET FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A FACILITY PROGRAM PLAN:   
We estimate architectural programming and preliminary design services will cost 
approximately $80,000.  This will provide adequate information to determine the scope of 
the project, develop a design for the building, and estimate the project costs.  We also 
expect to develop materials that can be utilized for fund raising and explanation of the 
project.   
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