
****************************************************************************** 
RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
 Information only.  

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Full Board 
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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  2014 Proposed Legislation 
 
 
 The institutions were asked to submit their potential legislative items for the Board’s 
consideration.  Each of the identified capital projects will be acted upon individually when the 
Board takes action on the preliminary facility statement and program plan for the projects.   
Other projects will be brought forward in December after review of the funding. 
 

The campuses were asked to identify specific fund sources for any legislation 
requested.  In order for legislation to move forward, the funds are to be in-hand or guaranteed 
and available immediately from the Foundation.  The universities were asked not to request 
legislation for facilities where the funds are not fully raised or available from the Foundation 
upon passage of the legislation.  If the funds are institutional funds, a cash flow statement will be 
provided that identifies the available cash.   
 
 Attached are the requests received to date. 



2014 Proposed Legislation 

 

Black Hills State University 
 

Jonas Science Renovation – Requested increase in project cost and expenditure authority. 

Amendment to 2012 - HB1051 – Ten-Year Plan 

 

This project has two main components: create a science education center on the BHSU campus in 

collaboration with the Sanford Underground Research Facility in Lead, and create a state-of-the 

art science facility to compliment the Life Sciences Laboratory and bring the old Jonas Science 

facility up to current standards. 

 

BHSU is partnering with the Sanford Underground Research Facility in Lead to convert Jonas 

Science into a facility to prepare current and future science teachers in best practices for pedagogy 

and to prepare future scientists and medical professionals.  A portion of the renovated facility will 

be a branch of the Sanford Science Education Center, which will also have facilities at the 

Sanford Lab in Lead.  Faculty and students at the science education center on campus will 

conduct research on teaching and learning, develop and test educational materials, and develop 

courses featuring underground research at the Sanford Lab.   

 

BHSU dramatically increased scientific research over the past decade through aggressive efforts 

of the science faculty and staff.  External grants have increased from about $500,000 to over $5 

million annually. This increase along with a 12% growth in the number of students majoring in 

the sciences put a significant strain on the Jonas Science facility.  While faculty have been 

successful in procuring state of the art equipment through grant resources, the labs and other 

research space in Jonas Science have not been upgraded to accommodate the demand for power 

or adequate ventilation.  When the Life Sciences Laboratory opened in 2010, parts of the biology 

and chemistry programs, the Center for the Conservation of Biological Resources, and scientific 

research were moved out of Jonas Science into the new facility.  The Life Sciences Laboratory is 

a tremendous asset to BHSU and the State of South Dakota, but only partially addressed the needs 

for the science programs. 

 

The Jonas Science renovation will provide: 

 enhanced opportunities to collaborate with scientists in microbiology, genomics, and 

chemistry 

 state-of-the-art research opportunities for BHSU students and faculty 

 a clean room 

 an ecology and evolution classroom with supporting preserved animal storage 

 a Biology Survey classroom to support computer and wet lab based activities 

 plumbing, ventilation and electrical upgrades appropriate for scientific research and 

labs 

 space for the Sanford Science Education Center and the Center for the Advancement 

of Mathematics and Science Education 

 

Funding for this project is provided below.  All funds are currently available. 
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Higher Education Facilities Fund $1,250,000  

Sanford Gift 

 

$2,500,000  

University Overhead 

 

$250,000  

Federal Funds 

 

$150,000  

Total 

 

$4,150,000  

 

 

 

 

BHSU Little Jacket Learning Center – Transfer ownership from Foundation to BHSU 

 

BHSU operates a childcare facility, the Little Jacket Learning Center (LJLC) for faculty, staff, 

and students’ children.  The BHSU Foundation owns the facility, which is located approximately 

one block from campus, and rents it to the LJLC for its operations.  BHSU and the Foundation 

mutually agree that transferring the facility to the university is in the best interest of both entities.  

The Foundation recently acquired an assessment of the property indicating its current value at 

$425,000.  BHSU has paid the foundation $369,380 since 2004 for use of this facility.  A final 

payment of $1 will be paid to the BHSU Foundation for acquisition of the facility into the State’s 

inventory.  This building will not be part of the revenue system. 
 

Dakota State University 
 

Information Systems Building - Change from new construction to purchase and renovation. 

Amendment to 2012 HB1051 - Ten-Year Plan  

The Great Plains Foundation provided a grant to DSU to purchase the Madison Community 

Hospital.  Within that grant there are a couple stipulations, one of which was amending the 10 

year plan approved by the 2012 Legislature.  As per the grant letter this would need to be done 

during the 2014 legislative session in order to receive the grant.  Thus, we would need legislation 

to change our IT building from a new facility, to the renovation of the hospital facility.   

Madison Hospital Property Purchase – Legislation to approve purchase 

Legislation would be required to allow the BOR to acquire the hospital land and 

building(s).  The DSU Foundation could be the legal entity entering into a binding contract for 

the sale of the property to meet that requirement spelled out in the agreement and then in the 

future we would need legislation to have the property gifted by the Foundation to the Board.  
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Northern State University 

Johnson Fine Arts Center (JFAC) – Requested increase in project cost and expenditure authority. 

Amendment to 2012 - HB1051 – Ten-Year Plan 

 

The authorizing legislation (HB1051) will need to be amended as NSU’s project will need 

increased spending authorization.  NSU’s Johnson Fine Arts Center project originally planned 

for $7,750,000 is now projected to be $12.0M.  The additional funds will come from private 

fundraising.   

 

The Johnson Fine Arts Center was constructed in 1973 to serve the campus, community, and 

region as a cultural resource center for music, dance, and theater as well as ceremonial and 

academic functions. While the building has been well maintained, no major renovations have 

taken place in the last 25 years. 

 

The Main Theatre House will be renovated with modifications to the seating layout and shape of 

the house to improve the acoustics of the space.  The pit-lift and stage floor will be updated and 

new seating will be installed.  In addition, approximately 27,000 square feet of new space will be 

constructed. This new space will include student practice rooms, faculty teaching studios and 

offices, multi-purpose classrooms, an art gallery, as well as a black box theater and box office.  

The main entrance to the east will be highlighted with a tall glazed vestibule signifying the 

importance of JFAC to the campus and community while providing enhanced drop off and 

parking for events with better site design for the adjacent parking and landscaped areas to the 

east. 

 

South Dakota State University 

Approval to appropriate other funds for the purchase of farm land with improvements north of 

Highway 14 bypass, a storage shed adjacent to the above referenced property, and  two improved 

lots (houses) in the city of Brookings.   

The farmland purchase was presented to the Board of Regents under “contract proposal” in 

executive session while the deal was being negotiated with the seller in mid-2012.   A final deal 

was not done until after the December 2012 BOR meeting thus too late for the 2013 legislative 

session.  The SDSU Foundation purchased the property in late December 2012.   The all-weather 

improvements are designed for stabling horses so there are several potential uses for the college 

of Agriculture and Biological Sciences.    

 

A storage shed is being constructed by the SDSU Foundation and will become a part of the unit. 

The property is surrounded on three sides by existing SDSU farm land and abuts up to Highway 

14.     

 

Included in the acquisition package is a fenced storage area and shed with 11 separate bays that 

allows for separation of storage material.   This is adjacent to the improved farmland. 
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Also the proposed legislation includes two improved properties adjacent to campus that are used 

for guest housing.    All of this property is a part of the SDSU property acquisition. The purchase 

price is held in a cash reserve.  The appropriation requested is $1,915,000 plus storage shed at 

actual cost with current estimation at $45,000.    

 

Approval to demolish the Tompkins Alumni Center and the Sorenson Building 

This legislation would authorize and appropriate funds for the razing of the two buildings.  These 

buildings are inadequate to support the functions that they are now used for – university police 

and alumni services – and require extensive investments in maintenance.  For example, the 

Sorenson building was designed with apartments for family living instruction, a teaching model 

no longer used.   

 

The use of this space is part of a plan focusing on Medary Avenue and the facilities from 8
th

 

Street to 11
th

 Street and even further north.  After conducting a site analyses, it was determined 

that this space will be the preferred site for the “University House” – a facility that will not only 

be the home for the campus president (and family) but also a site for hosting university guests for 

events that represent SDSU.  (Of note is the renovation of Medary Commons into a Student 

Services Center, another planned project that is on Medary Avenue.)   

 

This will dislocate the university police office/dispatch (UPD) center and the alumni services 

office.  UPD will move to the old motor pool site as a temporary move but long-term will be co-

located at the ground level of the proposed football stadium.  Alumni services will be relocated 

to space in the Foundation building (Lohr) which is also part of the Medary Avenue plan. 

 

The estimated cost of the razing is $120,000 and would be funded by private funds.    A separate 

justification for the removal will be submitted detailing 1) the condition of the each building, and 

2) the program rationale.   

 

Football Stadium 

The advancing of legislation to the 2014 legislature is pending a thorough financial analysis once 

costs can be firmed up.  The Building Committee met on September 18, 2013, and approved 

continued design planning and cost estimation.  The financial analysis, cost of construction, and 

fundraising considerations will all be used to make a go/no go decision to be considered by the 

Board at the December Board meeting.   

Market scope and scale assessment, as well as capacity analysis to forecast annual revenues and 

the estimated operating pro forma, which includes principle and interest payments, provides 

positive indications on the ability, through revenue streams from amenity seat agreements, 

season tickets sales, sponsorships, concessions, facility use fees, etc. to debt service and operate 

the facility.    Assuming success in securing donor commitments, revenue bond sales of $50 

million or less are now the target of the plan.  Fund raising will continue through the third week 

in November allowing the time to determine if the target milestone for bond sales is achieved.  

The intent is to minimize bond sales by maximizing donations and appropriate sponsorship 

revenues.  
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Per SDSU, conversations are being initiated with student leadership on their possible 

involvement in supporting operations of the facility.  

 

Storage Seed handling facilities building for Foundation Seed Stock Division – This project is 

currently under discussion and would come to the Board in December if approved internally at 

SDSU. 

 

General Fund Appropriation for the Animal Disease Research & Diagnostic Laboratory 

(ADRDL) - The proposed legislation is for continuing the $459,540 per year general fund 

investment in the ADRDL lab.  The legislation would renovate facilities to enhance the animal 

disease research conducted at the ADRDL facility.   

 

Swine Unit Education and Research Facilities – At the December 2012 meeting, the Board of 

Regents approved the Facility Program Plan to construct a multi-unit Swine Education and 

Research Facility at an estimated cost of $5,518,899.  The 2013 Legislature appropriated 

$5,520,000 in other fund expenditure authority payable from donated funds.  Per the budget 

request approved by the Board, a $2,073,000 general fund special appropriation request for the 

Swine Unit will be included in the 2014 legislation.  Other funding will come from private gifts 

and $1.0M from HEFF. 

 

Wecota Hall Lower Level Renovations – The existing facilities in the basement of Wecota Hall 

provide laboratory space for SDSU’s physical geography courses (which includes STEM 

courses) and for Geographic Information Sciences (CISc) courses.  Due to enrollment growth 

and the need for new technologies and pedagogies, renovation is needed.  The existing basement 

space includes three distributed mechanical rooms, spaces of odd proportions, unused storage 

and equipment space, and restroom facilities that are inefficiently designed.  Corridor space 

occupies a larger than normal percentage of floor area.  A combination of outdated facilities and 

enrollment growth has made the facilities inadequate.  Space is necessary for class lab teaching, 

conferences and seminars, and a small research laboratory.   

 

These renovations will enhance instruction, strengthen learners’ understanding, and serve 

students majoring in Geography and GISc but also other programs such as Biological Science 

and Environmental Science, Wildlife, Plant Science, Park and Recreation Management, 

Landscape Architecture, Construction Management, Civil Engineering, and various Agricultural 

programs.  Student fees will fund these renovations. 

 

Wecota Annex Renovations  - This project has two goals – provide highly functional and 

accessible space for the Department of Counseling and Human Development (CHD), and 

modernize the space by addressing necessary backlogged maintenance and repairs that include 

window replacement, heating system replacement, plumbing upgrades, exterior wall insulation, 

restroom renovations, water and sewer utility upgrades, and installation of air conditioning.  

These renovations will provide supplemental space for other programs throughout the university. 
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Renovation of two floors of Wecota Annex will provide space for all on-campus members of the 

CHD Department to be in the same building.  Faculty will be able to work more effectively 

together and with graduate students without the barriers of accessibility and office location.  

Student fees and private gifts will fund this renovation. 
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