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BHSU voted top 25 Best for Vets 
for business schools

Student selected to present at Clinton
Global Initiative University Conference

High school students learn 
cutting-edge physics during 
annual BHSU QuarkNet 
Masterclasses

Left:  Anna Hafele explains her poster on 
display at the Black Hills Research Symposium 
recently held at Black Hills State University.

Below: Hafele teaching students in Dr. Andy 
Johnson’s Physics 101 classroom.

BHSU student’s research selected to be presented on Capitol Hill
For three years, Black Hills State University student Anna 

Hafele and Dr. Andy Johnson, assistant professor of physics, 
have been researching students’ understanding of radiation and 
radioactivity and how to modify classroom instruction to enhance 
that understanding.

The culmination of their research was one of 60 projects 
presented at the Council on Undergraduate Research’s (CUR) 
Posters on the Hill event in Washington, D.C. The BHSU research 
was selected from more than 800 entries.

Hafele began working with Johnson more than three years ago 
after taking his intro to physics class. Their research, sponsored 
by the National Science Foundation, focuses on non-science 
majors’ understanding of radiation and radioactivity. The goal 
of the research is to learn how to teach this topic bett er and to 
demonstrate to others the magnitude of learning diffi  culties 
surrounding the subject, Johnson said.

The data they compiled is helping Johnson develop new 
course material, including a computerized atom simulator, which 
addresses the students misunderstanding of the concepts. The 
three simulators - Atom Builder, Atom Invaders, and Tracks - are 
available at www.camse.org/sims.

 “We’re working on radiation literacy for everyone,” said 
Johnson. The Inquiry Into Radiation (IIR) materials are freely 
available at www.camse.org/radiation.

Hafele and Johnson have seen great improvements in 
the students’ understanding of the various concepts related 
to radiation and radioactivity. Hafele’s poster includes a 
summary of her three years of research and includes students’ 
understanding of atoms, ionizing and diff erentiating between 
radiation and radioactivity.

sented on Capitol Hill
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BHSU brings cutting-edge physics to local high school students
Local high school students joined thousands of students 

worldwide in working to unravel the mysteries of particle 
physics during the annual Black Hills State University QuarkNet 
Masterclasses.

BHSU and approximately 160 universities, laboratories 
and research institutes recently hosted International Hands on 
Particle Physics Masterclasses, off ering high school teachers 
and their students the opportunity to analyze real data from 
the ATLAS experiment constructed at the powerful particle 
accelerator, Large Hadron Collider (LHC), at the CERN 
Laboratory near Geneva, Switz erland. Students analyzed data 
from ATLAS to rediscover the Z boson or search for the elusive 
Higgs boson in particle tracks.

Because of high interest in previous years, BHSU hosted two 
separate masterclass days this year, according to Dr. Kara Keeter, 
assistant professor of physics.

The BHSU masterclasses featured hands-on experiment 
demonstrations; mentor presentation; data analysis activities; and 
a videoconference with CERN scientists where they presented 
their results and had a chance to ask questions of the scientists. 
Participants also had lunch with BHSU faculty and researchers as 
well as with scientists from the Sanford Underground Research 
Facility (SURF) where they had the opportunity for face-to-face 
discussions with physicists.

The BHSU masterclass is off ered through the QuarkNet 
program, an educational program funded by the National Science 
Foundation and the Department of Energy to improve science 
education in high schools by establishing a nationwide network 
of science teachers. The BHSU QuarkNet Center is now in its 
fi fth year. Teachers and students from seven high schools took 
part in the BHSU masterclasses this month. Participating teachers 
included: Steve Gabriell, Spearfi sh High School; Rose Emanuel, 
Lead-Deadwood High School; Chad Ronish, Hill City High 
School; Mechelle Powers, Custer High School; LuAnn Lindskov, 
Timber Lake High School; Deidre Peck, Aberdeen Central High 
School; and Doug Scribner and Sharla Dowding, Newcastle High 
School in Wyoming.  

The basic idea of the annual program is to let students 
work as much as possible like real scientists. In an authentic 
environment they are allowed to gain insight into the 
international organization of modern research while at the same 
time learning about the world of subatomic particles through 
easy-to-understand presentations by physicists who are involved 
in particle physics research. Participants examined the products 
of collisions of elementary particles traveling at close to the speed 
of light racing through a 27-kilometer-circumference accelerator. 
Via videoconference, they compared and discussed their fi ndings 
with students in other countries – similar to what actual particle 
physicists do in international collaborations.

Dr. Kara Keeter, (right) assistant professor of physics at Black Hills 
State University, recently hosted International Hands on Particle 
Physics Masterclasses for high school teachers and students.

Military Times Best for Vets ranks BHSU business school in top 25
Black Hills State University has been ranked in the top 25 

universities nationwide deemed the Best for Vets for business 
schools, according to a recent article in Military Times.

“Receiving the Best for Vets: Business School recognition is 
truly an honor for BHSU and the School of Business,” said 
Dr. Priscilla Romkema, dean of the College of Business and 
Natural Sciences.  “With a rich history of serving 
and working alongside of veterans, military 
personnel, and their families, BHSU has 
demonstrated a long-standing commitment to 
providing services and opportunities for those 
who serve our nation.”

BHSU was the only South Dakota school 
to make the top 25. This was the fi rst time the 
universities were ranked on their business 
programs. The list, put out by the military 
news source, ranks the schools based on 
surveys sent in by the universities. 

BHSU, which has the highest percentage of veteran students 
among South Dakota schools, has a long history of working with 
the military to provide educational options for veterans and 
active military people. The University provides many services to 
veteran students. Last year, BHSU opened a Vets Center which 
provides a relaxing atmosphere to study and socialize, tutoring 

and other support services, and a location for veterans to 
network. The center serves students who are veterans, 

those currently serving in the military, and their 
dependents.

Last fall, the University was ranked among the 
Military Times 2013 Best for Vets four-year colleges. 
It was also named to the 2013 list of Military 
Friendly Schools, the third consecutive year that 
BHSU has been recognized with the honor.
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Professional accountancy student gains experience through internship
Black Hills State University student Amanda Runia is 

currently completing an internship with Brookings-based 
Daktronics, the world leader in designing and manufacturing 
electronic scoreboards, programmable display systems, and large 
screen video displays.

Runia said her internship has provided great experience 
related to the accounting degree she is pursuing.  Runia will 

graduate from BHSU in May and is prepared to take the Certifi ed 
Public Accountant (CPA) exam and receive her license to begin 
her career.

“This internship is such a great experience,” comments Runia, 
who is from Kiester, Minn. “I am constantly encouraged to jump 
in, ask questions, and be involved. I am learning how all of the 
accounting principles fi t into an actual functioning company.”  

At Daktronics, Runia works mainly with general accounting 
and cost accounting. Some of her daily tasks include managing 
journal entries, publishing fi nancial statements, organizing data 
related to manufacturing inventory, and the costs associated with 
manufacturing. In addition, Runia gives company tours and will 
participate in the Youth Business Adventure (YBA) conference at 
BHSU as the company advisor from Daktronics in June.

In her daily internship journal, Runia commented, “There 
is so much to learn. I am grateful every second that I worked so 
hard in my accounting classes because otherwise I would not be 
able to keep up. I am starting off  with fairly simple accounting 
work but understanding the big picture of how all the accounting 
fl ows together is critical.”

In her nearly four months as an intern with Daktronics, Runia 
says she learned valuable skills that will help in her future career 
as a CPA. She understands the struggles that come with taking 
classes online and working them into her fulltime work schedule. 
“While I have been a very untraditional student, I have really 
appreciated the fl exibility that BHSU has to off er,” notes Runia.

After completing her education at BHSU, Runia plans to earn 
her CPA license and begin her accounting career. BHSU student Amanda Runia, accounting major from Kiester, Minn., 

visiting Harney Peak. Runia is currently completing an accounting 
internship at Daktronics in Brookings.

New Veterans Resource Center provides community for student veterans at UCRC

UCRC, which includes students from all six of the state’s Regental 
universities, has nearly 15 percent of its student body affi liated 
with the military. The new Veterans Resource Center creates more 
recognition of veterans and provides resources for veterans and 
their families.

The “badges of honor” are att ached to the wall above the 
door and an American Flag is visible through the window of the 
welcoming room. The room, though small, has a larger purpose.

“It isn’t the physical space that is needed. It is the knowledge 
that is imparted by the veterans who know the services that 
are available … and the connections they can create,” said Gov. 
Dennis Daugaard, at the ribbon cutt ing for the Veterans Resource 
Center at the University Center-Rapid City. 

Daugaard was one of many dignitaries who presented at 
the recent ribbon cutt ing. The Veterans Resource Center began 
as a vision of a couple of student veterans who saw a need, and 
UCRC administrators who found space to fulfi ll that need.

“Often times when the ceremonies are over and the fl ags 
get put away the veterans get forgott en about again. We know 
what we did at the end of each day but not everyone else does,” 
said Joshua Kosola, UCRC Vets Club president.  Kosola, a BHSU 
student majoring in business administration-human resource 
management, is a veteran of the Iraq War. He noted the Veterans 
Center would create more recognition of veterans and provide 
resources for veterans and their families.

UCRC, which includes students from all six of the state’s 
Regental universities, has nearly 15 percent of its student body 
affi  liated with the military.

Gov. Daugaard praised the students and administrators 
for creating the center and said he believes a veterans center 
should be a staple on every university campus to give back to 
the men and women who helped provide us with the greatest 
accomplishment in the last 100 years – the spread of freedom 
throughout the world.

Other dignitaries at the ribbon cutt ing included: 
South Dakota Board of Regents President Kathryn Johnson; 
Jerry Wright, commander VFW Post #1273; Col. Mark 
Weatherington, 28th Bomb Wing commander, Ellsworth Air 
Force Base; Maj. Gen. Timothy Reisch, adjutant general 
South Dakota National Guard.
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BHSU research team returns inspired from trip to Special Olympics World Games
Dr. Emilia Boeschen, Black Hills State University assistant professor of psychology, and her research team of 10 students, knew their 

trip to South Korea would be a life-changing experience. They, however, did not realize the extent of it.
“The entire experience was beyond anything I could have imagined,” said Lauren Lund, BHSU psychology major from Hot Springs. 

“I was blown out of my seat when I saw how many athletes were there representing so many countries. “
The team recently returned from a more than two-week trip to South Korea where they att ended the Special Olympics World Games. 

The trip was an extension of research started by Boeschen during her doctoral work at the University of North Dakota where she was 
studying performance anxiety in athletes with intellectual disabilities.

The team is now analyzing all the data compiled from their athlete interviews at the World Games where more than 110 countries 
were represented.  The team also att ended the Global Development Summit on Ending the Cycle of Poverty and Exclusion for People 
with Intellectual Disabilities where they got to meet many powerful world leaders.

Several of the coaches and other high-profi le people including Tim and Linda Shriver, and Cindy McCain, wife of former presidential 
candidate and U.S. Sen. John McCain, were interested in the BHSU research and asked researchers to keep them informed of the team’s 
fi ndings. The Shrivers off ered them a place to stay if they ever visited Washington, D.C.

Boeschen will also present the research at the American Psychological Convention in Hawaii this summer. In two years, she plans on 
taking more students to the Special Olympics Summer World Games in Los Angeles.

BHSU business students earn regional win to advance to first-ever trip
to national competition 

The Black Hills State University students earned a regional championship in the recent Enactus USA Regional Competition 
and qualifi ed to compete in the national competition for the fi rst time. 

Enactus is an international non-profi t organization that brings together the top leaders of today and tomorrow to create a 
bett er, more sustainable world through the positive power of business. 

“The regional competition provided a superb opportunity for us to demonstrate our presentation skills and share our 
hard work during the past year,” said Curtis Coomes, business administration management major from Rapid City and team 
president.  “We’re excited to advance for the fi rst time to nationals.  Placing there could take us to Cancun for the Enactus 
World Cup.” 

The Enactus regional competition held in Minneapolis included teams from Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota.  

Team members, who presented a 17-minute memorized and coordinated Power Point program at the competition, were 
Katrina Schrader, business administration human resources major from Johnsburg, Ill.; Ann Wilken, education major from 
Meadow; Abbey Vansteenwyk, business administration accounting major from Sturgis; Jerred Nagel, business administration 
management major from Rapid City; and Becca Ellis, professional accounting major from Rock Rapids, Iowa. All members of 
the Enactus Team hope to participate in the national exposition next month.

The presentation covered the student groups’ annual report with an emphasis on the two important programs the team   
worked on, the Firsthand College Advice Seminar and the Facebook for Retirees project. The group presented to a team 
of 17 judges. The projects highlighted needed to meet the main criteria of, “considering the relevant economic, social and 
environmental factors, which team most eff ectively empowered people in need by applying business and economic concepts 
and an entrepreneurial approach to improve their quality of life and standard of living.” 

“Our BHSU students really rose to the occasion, “ said Dr. Barbara Looney, assistant professor of management and co-
advisor of the Enactus team. “Their genuine enthusiasm for their projects came through in their presentation before the 
corporate judges.” 

The competition gave students the opportunity to observe competing teams, network with members of the other teams, 
and meet with recruiters. The students will incorporate suggestions from the judges as they fi ne tune the presentation for the 
national competition.

BHSU students highlight research at symposium on campus
Nearly 30 undergraduate research projects covering a wide spectrum of disciplines were recently presented at the 15th annual Black 

Hills Research Symposium held at Black Hills State University.
The annual research symposium at BHSU showcases the undergraduate research conducted at the University. The symposium 

provides students a unique opportunity for students to work closely with a faculty mentor in developing a research project suitable for 
presentation to the public.
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BHSU student selected to present at Clinton Global Initiative University Conference

In just a year, Black Hills State University student Devin Lynn’s project 
of using social media to connect students and entrepreneurs in Uganda with 
BHSU students and faculty has created a bridge of communication between two 
continents and has raised nearly $1,500 in scholarships for K-12 students in the 
African republic.

Lynn, a mass communication and history major from Powell, Wyo., shared 
his project’s success and goals for the upcoming year during the Clinton Global 
Initiative University (CGI U) Conference at Washington University in St. Louis. 
Lynn, who was also invited to the conference last year, presented his project titled 
Project Global Collective during a session with 250 students from around the 
world. 

Lynn said it was a huge honor to present his work at the international 
conference. Only 75 of the 1,400 students att ending this weekend’s event were 
recognized by the Clinton Global Initiative through speaking engagements or 
other honors.

Since last spring, Lynn has raised $1,400 in scholarship money for K-12 
students in Uganda; set up a social media website and informational blog; and is 
currently holding a silent auction of handmade Uganda items with the proceeds 
donated for additional scholarships for students in the African country.

Lynn’s goals for the upcoming year include expanding educational 
opportunities including more business education for Uganda entrepreneurs.

When asked about his experience at last year’s conference, Lynn said, “The conference was incredible. It was inspiring to see over 
1,000 students working towards the same goal of making the world a bett er place. Students fl ew in from all over the world to share ideas 
and to network.” 

 “It is hard to say what my favorite part of the conference was because all of the plenary sessions were full of great information and 
advice. The last session with President Bill Clinton and Jon Stewart was really interesting; they both had good information to share,” 
notes Lynn. 

Devin Lynn

BHSU political science students on front lines during state Legislative session  
Black Hills State University student Auburn Ritt erbush spent the beginning of her 

spring semester interning for Rep. Justin Cronin, R-Gett ysburg, during the recent South 
Dakota 88th Legislative session.

Auburn Ritt erbush knows fi rsthand the amount of work that goes into a legislative 
session. The Black Hills State University political science major spent her spring semester 
interning for South Dakota Rep. Justin Cronin, R-Gett ysburg, during the recent 88th 
Legislative session.  

Interns provide the legislators with the assistance they need to survive the rigors of a 
hectic legislative session. Ritt erbush and Ben Nelson, a BHSU political science major from 
Deadwood, were the two BHSU student interns during the recent Legislative session.

While in Pierre, interns observe the lawmaking process in action, and learn about 
the many issues confronting the state. In addition to learning about government and 
the legislative process, the students att end weekly conferences hosted by the Legislative 
Research Council. Invited guests such as key members of the Legislature, lobbyists, 
reporters, and government offi  cials off er insight on a variety of topics.

She said loved her experience as a legislative intern and gained a deeper understanding 
for the legislative process from everyone involved including Cronin, Jim Fry in the 
Legislative Research Council and Rep. Fred Romkema, R-Spearfi sh.

Ritt erbush is interested in expanding her experience in politics and has already applied 
for positions with South Dakota’s congressional leaders in Washington, D.C.

Black Hills State University student 
Auburn Ritterbush spent the beginning 
of her spring semester interning for Rep. 
Justin Cronin, R-Gettysburg, during the 
recent South Dakota 88th Legislative 
session.
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Library-Learning Center celebrates 40th Anniversary
For four decades, the E.Y. Berry Library-Learning Center has provided thousands of Black Hills State University students, faculty, 

staff , alumni, and community members with access to a wide range of material from government and historical documents to journals 
and books.

On April 18, the Library-Learning Center celebrated its 40th anniversary with a reception featuring several speakers including BHSU 
President Kay Schallenkamp, Dr. Rod Custer, provost and vice president of Academic Aff airs, and former library directors Dr. Ed 
Erickson and Dr. Rajeev Bukralia. 

In 1971, the Legislature approved funding for the new Library-Learning Center.  That summer, the Lab School building and the 
water tower were removed to make way for the new Library-Learning Center.  Construction was completed in November 1972, and over 
Christmas break library staff  moved into the new building.  

The library was named for former Representative E.Y. Berry who served in the United States Congress from 1951-1971. He had 
donated his papers from his time in offi  ce to the University.

Since opening 40 years ago, the library has greatly expanded its collections and the services provided. Today, the Library-Learning 
Center houses more than 135,000 book volumes; subscribes to a variety of paper periodicals and online databases providing access to 
thousands of e-journal titles; maintains 750 archived paper journal titles; and includes more than 2,000 items in its media collection. The 
Library also includes a curriculum collection which houses K-12 teaching materials, many donated from local schools; a wide variety of 
reference materials; and the Case Library, which includes the University Archives, contains books, periodicals, maps, manuscripts and 
assorted materials specializing in the greater Black Hills regions.

SD Public Broadcasting journalists provide glimpse 
into public radio during BHSU event

With limited resources, two time zones, a demographic that spans from the CEOs of 
international companies to ranch families, and a coverage area of 77,000 square miles, the 
state’s public broadcasting system must get creative with its programing, according to Joe 
Tlustos, director of radio.

Tlustos, along with Charles Michael Ray, West River radio producer and reporter, and Amy 
Varland, BHSU mass communication student and SDPB intern, discussed the operations and 
new pieces produced by SDPB during a presentation at BHSU.

Amy Varland, BHSU student and SDPB intern, listens to an audience question during a 
recent journalist panel at BHSU. Varland, who began interning with SDPB last spring, has 
writt en and produced radio coverage of some of the region’s top news stories. 

Varland, who spent several years in television production at KOTA,  said she has enjoyed 
learning how to write and produce for radio as well as all the technology that accompanies 
putt ing a story together.

Amy Varland, BHSU student and SDPB 
intern, listens to an audience question 
during a recent journalist panel at 
BHSU.

BHSU students work with researchers studying wolves 

A group of Black Hills State University biology and outdoor education students spent the beginning of their spring semester gett ing 
face to face with the wolves of Minnesota’s Northwoods.

Six undergraduate and one graduate student participated in a program at the Audubon Center of the North Woods in Sandstone, 
Minn., which allowed the students to learn tracking and observation techniques to study wolves, and other large predator animals, and 
their environment.

During the three-week course, several of the students actually sighted wolves, something that has been a rare occurrence for the 
center recently.  

Undergraduate students who participated in the course included: Eric Selchert, biology major from Milbank; Raesha Ray, outdoor 
education major from Pagosa Springs, Colo.; Dennis Bailey, outdoor education major from Manassas, Va.; Tes Jackson, biology major 
from Spearfi sh; Meghan Flaherty, biology major from Spearfi sh; and Marisa Kritz berger, biology major from Beulah, N.D.

Dr. Brian Smith, BHSU professor of biology, has been facilitating the course for a decade and enjoys how enthusiastic his students are 
about the course. For the past fi ve years, BHSU has been the only public institution with students participating in the course.

“The things students get to do are really unique,” Smith said. “There are not very many undergraduate students that have any 
experience doing radio tracking of wolves from a small plane. These are the kinds of experiences you will remember your whole life.”

Kritz berger added that the course gave her a whole new perspective on wolves and encouraged her and other students to become 
more educated and politically involved in the future of the large predators.
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BHSU celebrates Native culture during American Indian Awareness Week

Black Hills State University 
hosted a week-long celebration of 
Native American culture in April.   
This year’s theme for American 
Indian Awareness week was 
“STRONG: Solid Tribal Roots Off er 
New Growth.” 

Events included numerous 
presentations and the 30th Annual 
Lakota Omniciye Wacipi. The 
week-long celebration is dedicated 
to educating the community about 
Indian culture, featuring daily 
speakers and a variety of events

at BHSU.

BHSU hosted the 30th Annual Lakota Omniciye Wacipi, held in conjunction with American Indian 
Awareness Week.

Vucurevich Foundation donation funds scholarships for BHSU academic 
summer camps

The John T. Vucurevich Foundation recently approved $2,500 in grants to fund scholarships for Black Hills State University summer 
academic camps.

The scholarships will be off ered for the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) camps which include: the 
Science Scholars Summer Institute, the Engineering Technology Camp – 3D Drafting: Designing a Home, and Taking Care of Business 
Accounting Style.

Named after successful banker and philanthropist John T. Vucurevich, the foundation awards grants to charitable organizations 
committ ed to helping the poor, distressed, under privileged, the advancement of the arts, education & science, and promotion of social 
welfare within South Dakota with preference given to the West River area and in particular the Black Hills Region.

BHSU also has summer academic camps focusing on art, history, and creativity and critical thinking.
For more information on the scholarships or to sign up for any of the academic summer camps go to www.BHSU.edu/summercamps 

or contact Hasina Ahmad at 605.642.6427 or Hasina.Ahmad@BHSU.edu

Tenor Tyler Raad returns to perform at BHSU

Black Hills State University music and theatre graduate Tyler Raad returned to campus for a concert in 
February. Admission donations were designated to scholarships for students of the Johanna Meier Opera 
Theatre Institute. 

The young tenor performed a repertoire of classical songs that refl ect his undergraduate education at 
BHSU, three summers with the Opera Theatre Institute, and graduate study at North Dakota State University. 

Dr. Janeen Larsen, BHSU emeritus professor of music, presented a pre-concert talk titled “What is an art 
song?” 

Tyler Raad
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Professor emeritus’ collection of Japanese woodblock prints on display

A walk through the second fl oor of Woodburn Hall on the Black 
Hills State University campus will take you back to a time in Japanese 
history – a time before the country adopted the industrialized lifestyle 
of the West.

The newest exhibit in the BHSU President’s Gallery is a group of 
Japanese Ukiyo-e prints from the private collection of Richard Hicks, 
professor emeritus. Early in the 20th century, Hicks’ grandfather served 
as curator for Charles Freer, an internationally known art collector and 
original owner of the prints. Most of the art collected by Freer is part of 
the Freer collection at the Smithsonian Institute.

The exhibit will be up in the President’s Gallery through Aug. 1.
Freer, a wealthy Detroit businessman, turned his focus to 

art collecting after retiring at age 46 from a successful career in 
manufacturing railroad cars. Freer went on extended trips to the Orient 
where he would talk to art dealers, purchase pieces and then send them 
back to Detroit where Hicks’  grandfather, Stephen Warring, would take 
care of them. Warring, who came to Detroit from England to work for 
Freer, became his curator and was responsible for organizing, listing, 
storing, shipping and preserving the art.

Over the years, Freer gave some of his art collection to Warring 
which included the Japanese Print collection currently on display in 
the President’s Gallery. Hicks said he is carrying on Freer’s tradition of 
sharing the art and hopes the public enjoys the collection.

The Japanese woodblock prints varied in subject matter 
but depicted such things as geishas, actors, landscapes and 
theatrical scenes.

The newest exhibit in the Black Hills State University President's Gallery is a 
group of Japanese Ukiyo-e prints from the private collection of Richard Hicks, 
BHSU professor emeritus.
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BHSU student group spends spring break providing service to Florida preserve

BHSU students Lorrin Anderson, left, and Kayla Williams clean up 
around the St. Joseph Bay preserve.

Black Hills State University students who are part of the University 
alternative spring break team used their spring break working on 
recovering St. Joseph Bay State Buff er Preserve in Florida.

The team worked on several diff erent community service projects. The 
eight students who participated worked with two other volunteers from 
St. Joseph Bay to help recover the preserve. Some of the main projects the 
team accomplished while visiting included: disposing of medium and 
large size hog traps in the area; removing debris and garbage from the 
storm surge; and cleaning up the visitor site as well as several areas of the 
preserve to beautify the bay and make it a safer environment.

The alternative spring break team concluded their academic year by 
performing their fi nal community service project with a trip to Devil’s 
Tower where they assisted in cleaning and other improvement projects. 

BHSU students Lorrin Anderson, left, and Kayla Williams 
clean up around the St. Joseph Bay preserve.

Internationally known author and astrophysicist speaks at BHSU

Dr. Mario Livio, an internationally known astrophysicist, bestselling author and lecturer, discussed the major mistakes made by fi ve 
scientifi c giants during a presentation at Black Hills State University recently. 

Livio’s talk was sponsored by the Madeline A. Young Distinguished Speaker Series.
Livio is a senior astrophysicist at the Hubble Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore. He joined the Institute in 1991 as head of the 

Archive Branch, and also served as the head of the Institute’s Science Division. He completed his undergraduate studies in physics and 
mathematics at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He earned his master’s in theoretical particle physics from the Weizmann Institute 
and his doctorate in theoretical astrophysics from Tel-Aviv University. He was a professor of physics at the Technion-Israel Institute of 
Technology from 1981-1991.

Born in Romania in 1945, he immigrated to Israel with his grandparents when he was 5. A love for astrophysics somehow emerged 
and persisted with a special interest in the accretion of mass by black holes, neutron stars and white dwarfs. In the past decade, Livio has 
focused on the topics of supernova explosions. 

The Speaker Series was established in 1986 by a gift endowment from Madeline Young, a 1924 alumna. Young expressed her desire 
to host controversial, stimulating, and enlivening speakers at BHSU. It was initiated at the University in 1987 with an address by former 
United Nations Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. Other speakers have included: Terry Waite, former hostage, hostage negotiator and 
envoy for England’s Archbishop of Canterbury; Felix Justice and Danny Glover, actors; Sam Donaldson, television broadcaster; Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, Pulitz er Prize winner; and Lech Walesa, former Polish president.
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BHSU Faculty in the News

BHSU Staff in the News

Dr. Andrey Reznikov
 Dr. Andrey Reznikov, professor of English, 
recently presented his paper titled “’Bandar-log, 
Come Closer to Me’: An Outsider’s Quote in the 
Russian Presidential Elections 2013” at the annual 
conference of The Society for Interdisciplinary 
Study of Social Imagery (SISSI) at Colorado 
University-Pueblo. In his paper, he analyzes the 
political language used during the presidential 

elections in Russia, specifi cally, the choice of quotations and the 
meaning associated with that choice. Reznikov also chaired one of 
the sessions during the three-day conference.

Garrett  Stevens
Garrett  Stevens, BHSU systems software 

specialist, was recently certifi ed as a Microsoft 
Certifi ed Trainer (MCT) joining about 20,000 
certifi ed professionals worldwide. MCTs are 
considered the premier technical and instructional 
experts in Microsoft products, solutions and 
technologies.  

Dr. Hyun Jeong Min
 

 Dr. Hyun Jeong Min, assistant professor of 
marketing, was recently informed her paper titled 
“New Women and Modern Girls: Consuming 
Foreign Goods in Colonial Seoul” has been 
accepted for publication in the Journal of 
Historical Research in Marketing and will appear 
later this year.  
 

Dr. Byron Hollowell
Dr. Byron Hollowell, assistant professor of 

fi nance, was recently appointed as a national 
journal reviewer for the National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research (NCUR).  Established 
in 1987, NCUR is dedicated to promoting 
undergraduate research, scholarship, and creative 
activity in all fi elds of study by sponsoring an 
annual conference for students.

Nick Oaks 
Nick Oaks, human resources generalist, 

has received one of 10 scholarships awarded to 
att end the 2013 College & University Professional 
Association for Human Resources (CUPA-HR) 
Midwest Region Conference in Columbus, Ohio, 
next month. Oaks was selected based on an essay 
in which he described the benefi ts of networking 
as a “Young Professional.”

Dr. Andy Johnson 
 Dr. Andy Johnson, assistant professor of 
physics and associate director of the Center for 
the Advancement of Mathematics and Science 
Education, recently presented his research at 
the International Nuclear Data Conference held 
in New York City. Johnson’s talk was about the 
issues related to radiation literacy – the diffi  culties 
students have in understanding radiation and 

radioactivity, and techniques for helping students overcome these 
diffi  culties. Scientists from around the United States as well as 
Europe and Asia att ended the presentation.

Karri Dieken 
 The artwork of Black Hills State University art 
instructor Karri Dieken was featured in an exhibit 
in Lawrence, Mass., titled “Down to Sleep.”  The 
show, which was hosted by the Chester F. Sidell 
Gallery in Lawrence’s Essex Art Center, focused 
on the bed, with its soft sheets and pillows, as a 
location for many of life’s emotions.

Desy Schoenewies
 

 An alternative art movement is making its 
way to South Dakota with the help of Black Hills 
State University art instructor Desy Schoenewies, 
who has been working with the Dahl Fine Arts 
Center in Rapid City, to establish the Rapid City 
Arts Council’s Dr. Sketchy Anti-Art School. The 
Rapid City branch is the fi rst in South Dakota. The 
idea behind Dr. Sketchy’s is to bring together a 

community of artists and people interested in drawing into a fun 
atmosphere, Schoenewies said.

   

Jerry Rawlings 

 Jerry Rawlings, assistant professor of mass 
communication, was recently recognized by 
“The Black and White Worldwide Society” for 
his black-and-white photograph in Deadwood’s 
Saloon #10. Rawlings was also recognized for 
having the best black-and-white photograph of 
the day for all of North America on the photo 
sharing app Instagram. The featured photograph 

was a candid shot he took prior to a photo shoot in Mendocino, 
Calif.
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DSU Graduation May 4 

Nearly 290 graduates, including four doctoral graduates, will receive 
diplomas at the DSU Fieldhouse on Saturday, May 4

th
.  Newly appointed 

Regent, Bob Sutton, will serve as the keynote speaker and will confer 
degrees.  Rebecca Woelfel, an honors graduate from Wabasso, Minnesota, 
will speak on behalf of the graduates. 

Alums from the Class of 1963 will be recognized, and Dr. Harlan and Vianne 
Stensaas (Classes of 1955 and 1954, respectively) will be recognized as 
Distinguished Alumni.  

DSU team places 2
nd

 in CCDC national competition 

Dakota State University received first place in the North Central Region Collegiate Cyber Defense 
Competition (CCDC) held on Saturday, March 23, in Madison, S.D. The DSU team participants were 
Kevin Haubris, Cody Welu, Christopher Paschen, Jack Stromberg, Brian Berg, Jeremiah Klumb, Jesse 
Mendez and Steve Secker. 

The DSU group competed in the National Collegiate Cyber Defense Competition (NCCDC) April 19-21, 
in San Antonio, Texas. There, they competed in the three day event against other top network security 
students from institutions around the nation, including the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology, Rochester Institute of Technology, University of Washington, US Air Force 
Academy, University of Central Florida, and Oklahoma State University.  The DSU team finished 2

nd
 in 

the national competition. 

The NCCDC event starts with a scenario that each team is newly hired as the network and security 
administration at a small fictitious company. Each team is responsible for taking administrative control 
of all the information systems for the company. Because this is all new for each team, they have little 
time to learn the ropes about the network, the security level that’s been maintained or what software is 
installed currently. They have to work quickly to begin security updates and patches before the red 
team starts actively attacking their company’s network.  In between the network attacks, participants 
must keep up with the needs of the business and user demands while maintaining service levels 
agreements for all critical internet services. 

Not only do students get a chance to test their knowledge in an operational environment, but they also 
get a chance to network with industry professionals. DSU also won the regional competition in 2009. 
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New Monthly Series by DSU Professors 

The DSU College of Arts and Sciences held it’s 2
nd

 
colloquium which features presentations by faculty of the 
college. The goals of the series are to increase 
understanding of faculty interests, develop collaborative 
relationships, and promote understanding and 
discussions on a wide variety of topics. The series is 
open to the DSU community, as well as the general 
public. Presenting on April 17

th
 (rescheduled from April 

10) were professors Stacy Berry, Shreelina Ghosh and 
John Nelson on "Visualizing the New Media Dance 
Floor: English on the Horizon at DSU".  The presentation 

focused on how DSU students majoring in English for 

New Media are preparing for a future in which a reader 
and writer are in constant contact with each other, 
sending and receiving messages, writing and reading 
updates.  
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Dakota State 
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DSU Respiratory Care program receives distinguished award two years in a row 

For the second year in a row, Dakota State University’s respiratory care program was among a select 
group of programs that will be recognized by the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care 
(CoARC) to receive the Distinguished RRT Credentialing Success Award. From a program effectiveness 
perspective, the CoARC views the registered respiratory therapist (RRT) credential as a measure of a 
program’s success in inspiring its graduates to achieve their highest educational and professional 
aspirations. 

In selecting programs for this recognition, the CoARC Board used objective criteria based on key 
accreditation metrics. These programs were required to: (1) have three or more years of outcomes data; 
(2) hold accreditation without a progress report; (3) document RRT credentialing success of 90% or 
above; (4) meet or exceed established CoARC thresholds for CRT credentialing success, attrition and 
positive job placement.  Bruce Feistner serves as the Director of DSU Respiratory Care programs. 

 DSU student presents research at S.D. 
State Capitol 
On February 27, DSU student Amber Johnson, 
presented her research during the Student 
Research Poster Session held at the state 
capitol in Pierre, S.D. Johnson is a senior 
biology major from Milwaukee, Wis. She 
started her independent research project 
focused on testing antibiotic resistance in E. 
coli from Lake County, S.D., and lab strain B, 
in Sept. 2012. Her research was funded 
through a university Student Research 
Initiative grant.  

Johnson credits her education from DSU for 
giving her a solid background and foundation 
of biology and chemistry used during her 
research. “All the lab experience we get 
at DSU as Biology majors was especially 
helpful when spending hours in the lab 
applying various lab techniques I was 

taught.” Johnson’s research advisor was Dr. 

Donna Hazelwood. 

 

 
Johnson shown with State Rep. Scott Parsley 
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DSU graduate student places 2nd in Symantec Cyber 
Readiness Challenge 

Adam Klindworth, a Dakota State University graduate student 
pursuing a master of science in information assurance, placed 
2nd in the Symantec Cyber Readiness Challenge in 
Minneapolis, Minn., on March 6, 2013. Klindworth found out 
about the Challenge from a 2012 DSU computer and network 
security graduate, Devon Greene, who also participated in the 
event and finished in 3rd place. 

The Symantec Challenge was a ‘capture the flag’ (CTF) event 
where participants did reconnaissance on a network by 
breaking into the network based on the password they 
recovered. They then gathered information around the internal 
network to prove a past security/intrusion event. The 
participants had a chance to capture various other flags 
around the network that gave them points towards their final 
score. 

The competition was designed for all levels of technical 
expertise that puts participants in the hacker's shoes to 
understand their targets, technology and thought processes so 
they can ultimately better protect their company or agency. 
The Challenge helps participants to sharpen their security 
skills, expand their security awareness, implement theoretical 
knowledge and compete against their peers. 

 

 

DSU professor’s photo featured in catalog 

“Taxi,” a black and white photo by DSU associate professor 
of art, Thomas Jones, is featured in a catalog entitled 
“portfolio [+30].” The catalog is comprised of images featured 
in the “it’s all here in black and white” art show and others 
images that the jurors found to be worthy of recognition. The 
show ran March 29 through April 14 at the bellphotographic 
studio gallery in Denver, Colo.  

His photo was selected out of 480 black and white images 
submitted for the open juried exhibit. A panel of 13 jurors 
made up of artists, curators, gallerists and other notable 
individuals, were presented with entries submitted from all 
over the United States, and independently selected the works 
which he/she deemed the strongest and most interesting. 

 

 

Annual Honors 

Banquet was held 

Tuesday, April 16, 

to recognize 

student academic, 

leadership and 

athletic 

achievements. 
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Changing the landscape of field trips 

Dr. Kevin Krahenbuhl’s Geography for Elementary Teachers class at Dakota State 
University has taken a unique approach to the traditional field trip experience. 
Krahenbuhl’s class and fourth graders from Madison Elementary school recently 
took a co-university and elementary school field trip to the United States Geological 
Survey Earth Resources Observation and Science Center (USGS EROS) in Sioux 
Falls, S.D. This partnership between the university and elementary school is one of 
the newest ways that DSU is looking to better prepare teachers by providing real 
world experiences. 

 

 

Dr. Kevin Krahenbuhl 

During the visit to EROS, the students learned how satellites are used to help track changes over time 
including remote sensing, geographical / geological issues and impact of humans on the environment. The 
students gained other knowledge during the field trip as well, like the purpose of the USGS EROS and why 
they are located in South Dakota, along with other miscellaneous facts such as how far a satellite is from earth 
as opposed to the moon or sun.  

The DSU students designed pre-visit lessons for the fourth graders, and worked with EROS outreach experts 
to coordinate activities and tours of the site. They also lead a debriefing lesson after the field trip at the 
elementary school.  

The elementary students received an opportunity to learn outside of the regular classroom environment, and 
the university students experienced the real-world opportunity of leading the field trip. The activity enhanced 
the collaborative relationship between DSU and Madison's public schools and has connected DSU and USGS 
EROS in what is expected to be a continuing and expanding partnership.  

 

DSU Theatre and Madison community 
members performed the musical comedy 
“Xanadu” on April 4, 5 and 6.  The musical 
comedy is filled with the magic of inspiration, 
laughter and love. “Xanadu” brings the talent 
of singers, musicians and roller skaters to the 
stage which guaranteed entertainment for the 
whole audience.  

 

 

DSU College of Arts and Sciences 
presented “Vāyu: Visions of the 
Wind” at the Dakota Prairie 
Playhouse on Saturday, April 20. This 
event displayed the unique Indian 
Classical Odissi Dance by Shreelina 
Ghosh, an assistant professor of 
professional and technical 
communication at DSU. Voluntary 
donations collected from the event 
will be donated to the Gerry Maloney 
Nature Area on the north edge of 
Madison. 

 
 

DSU presents “Vāyu: Visions of the Wind” 
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Northern State University, Aberdeen, South Dakota April 2013

ABERDEEN, S.D. – A former Northern State 
University international student enjoyed his 
time in Aberdeen so much that he named his 
business back home after the city.
Seung Jun Lee and his wife, Claire, are owners 
of Aberdeen Story, a book/coffee store that is a 
popular study spot for students in Seoul, South 
Korea. 
Lee, who studied for one semester at Northern 
State University in spring 2008, said he chose 
the name for his business because it keeps him 
connected to the “precious memory” of his 
time in Aberdeen. He also has good memories 
of time spent studying in Northern’s Williams 
Library. NSU International Student Advisor 
Stacey Schmidt said Lee’s store has a large area 
that has study rooms for students to rent – a 
popular practice in South Korea.
Lee, who also works at a bank in Seoul, said 
NSU helped prepare him for his career as a 
banker and a business owner.
“The sense of self-confidence was the biggest 
asset that I learned at Aberdeen – not to 
mention the speaking English,” he said. “I am 
still proud of myself for having an NSU student 
ID card.”

Schmidt worked with employees of the NSU 
bookstore and post office to send Lee some 
Northern and Aberdeen materials to display 
at his business. The items from Aberdeen are 
perfect, Schmidt said, because they contain the 
city’s slogan: “Write your story.”
Lee said he displays these souvenirs and 
brochures so his customers will know “the small 
and peaceful town in the Midwest.”
For more information on Lee’s business, 
Aberdeen Story, visit: www.aberdeenstory.com

Former NSU student sharing 
Aberdeen’s story in South Korea 

“The sense of self-confidence was the biggest asset that I learned at Aberdeen...,” said Lee.

NSU StUdeNtS earN Social 
media certificatioN 
ABERDEEN, S.D. – For the first time, 
Northern State University students have earned 
social media certification through the HootSuite 
social media management system.
Eighteen Northern students in instructor Kristi 
Bockorny’s marketing communications class 
went through the training, called HootSuite 
University.
HootSuite allows businesses and organizations to 
manage their social networks – such as Twitter, 
Facebook, LinkedIn and Google+ Pages – from 
one secure, web-based dashboard, according 
to information on its website. Businesses and 
organizations can launch marketing campaigns, 
identify and grow audience, and distribute 
targeted messages using HootSuite’s unique 
social media dashboard. The Vancouver, Canada-
based HootSuite has more than 6 million 
global users spanning six continents. (For more 
information, visit www.hootsuite.com.)

the NSU StUdeNtS who have 
completed hootSUite UNiverSity are: 

• Benjamin Buckingham: Sheridan, Wyo.
• Tyler Haaland: Warner
• Alli Hawley: Mellette
• Dasom Hwang: Cheonan-si, 
Chungcheongnam-do, South Korea
• Gatlin Johnson: Columbia
• Jennifer Kilber: Ipswich
• Hyun-ah Kim: Hanam-si, Gyeonggi-do,  
   South Korea
• Eunbin Lee: Busan, South Korea
• Jaeeun Lee: Suwon, South Korea
• Kaye Leiferman: Kimball
• WonJae Oh: Uiwang-si, Gyeonggi-do,  
   South Korea
• Chanah Park: Bucheon-si, Gyeonggi-do,  
   South Korea
• Joshua Shilman: Aberdeen
• Joseph Siebert: Aberdeen
• Samuel Son: Chuncheon City, Kang Won    
   Province, South Korea
• Saetbyul Song: Incheon-Si, South Korea
• Alyssa Stolle: Groton
• Mike Tuch: Hartford
• Ryan Weybrecht: Gilbert, Ariz.
• Calley Worth: Gettysburg

1
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aBerdeeN, S.d. – Northern State 
University hosted the South Dakota 
National Geographic Bee on Friday, 
April 5. 
Students in grades 4-8 from across the 
state competed at the event, held in Krikac 
Auditorium and the Johnson Fine Arts 
Center. Mark Vanderzee, an eighth-grader 
from George S. Mickelson Middle School 
in Brookings, took top honors. The second-
place winner was Bridger Gordon, seventh-
grader from Sturgis Williams Middle 
School. The third-place winner was Abby 
Otten, an eighth-grader from Aberdeen’s 
Holgate Middle School.

The Geographic Bee was hosted by the 
NSU Honors Program and the NSU 
College of Arts and Sciences. NSU Honors 
Program Director Dr. Erin Fouberg was 
chosen as the new state director of the 
South Dakota National Geographic Bee.
The state winner will receive $100 and 
the “Complete National Geographic on 
DVD.” He will represent South Dakota in 
the national finals of the bee at National 
Geographic Society headquarters May 
20-22. The National Geographic Bee is 
organized by the National Geographic 
Society. This year’s state sponsors are 
Google and Plum Creek.

NSU hosts South Dakota 
Geographic Bee 

NSU group celebrating Women’s History Month
NSU students to volunteer at senior center
Luckhurst, Mayo win Student Association election
NSU student to have senior recital March 17
NSU to host 30th annual science and math fair
Insurance industry expert to discuss ‘Obamacare’ 
at NSU event
Internationally recognized art duo Guerra de la Paz 
to visit NSU
NSU student presents work in Pierre
NSU groups to present Read Across America on 
March 12
NSU to host Women in Science 2013
NSU School of Education members honored
NSU TRiO programs hosting Walk for a Cure Feb. 
28
NSU group visiting businesses, attending 
entrepreneurship conference
New NSU musical features songs by Cole Porter
‘A Writer Reads’ kicks off today at NSU
Northern professors teach in Germany, glimpse 
divide
NSU to celebrate Black History Month
NSU concerto/aria competition winners to perform
University/civic symphony to celebrate the music of 
Verdi and Wagner
NSU Science Club’s Plant Sale planned April 22-23 
NSU to host workshop for piano teachers and 
classroom music teachers 
NSU Spring Choral Concert set for April 21 
NSU Concert Band, Symphonic Band to perform 
tonight 
NSU Honors Program student leader accepted into 
Northwestern University 
NSU Upward Bound student chosen as Davis-
Bahcall Scholar 
NSU student organizations earn recognition from 
Regents 
Next NSU Business Connections is April 16 
NSU to host 60th annual math contest 
NSU football spring tailgate planned Friday 

additional recent headlines

radio program oN womeN’S 
iSSUeS featUreS NSU Speaker 
  
Northern State University’s Dr. Sharon 
Paranto recently talked on the radio 
program The Local Record about NSU’s 
efforts to advance women’s educational 
opportunities.
Paranto, assistant provost and interim 
director of graduate studies, shared guest 
airtime with Joyce Kimmell, president of 
the Aberdeen Chapter of the American 
Association of University Women.
“Achieving Equity for Women in 
Aberdeen: the American Association of 
University Women,” aired on Aberdeen 
radio station KKAA, 1560 AM, March 
9. Program host is Jenny Burkhiser of the 
Family Radio Network. 
For information, visit  
www.familyradio.com.

‘evel kNievel of comedy’ 
comiNg to NSU 
 
ABERDEEN, S.D. – Northern State 
University hosted a performance by the 
“Evel Knievel of Comedy” in March.
Comedian Chad Taylor, also known 
as “Mad Chad the Chainsaw Juggler,” 
performed at 9 p.m. Thursday, March 21, 
in Northern’s Krikac Auditorium. 
Taylor – who juggles tennis balls and video 
cameras as well as chainsaws – has brought 
his act on numerous national variety 
shows. Taylor has performed across the 
U.S. and worldwide. He has appeared on 
TV as well as in movies such as “Spider-
Man III.” For more information on Taylor, 
visit madchadtaylor.com.
Taylor’s NSU performance, open to 
anyone 18 and older, was sponsored by the 
Campus Activities Board as part of its live 
entertainment series. These events, funded 
through the General Activity Fee, feature 
comedians and novelty performers.
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JohN diScUSSed Having grown 
up next door to his grandfather, Mike 
Newman thought he knew all about the 
cheerful, kindly man he called “Opa.”
So when he later learned his grandfather 
had survived a harrowing journey as a 
child through Nazi territory during World 
War II, the Northern State University 
history major yearned for details. Sadly, 
his grandfather’s Alzheimer’s disease had 
drawn an impenetrable veil over the 
answers to Newman’s many questions.
Newman will seek the answers on his 
own when he travels to Europe on a 
research trip partially funded by an NSU 
Undergraduate Research Grant. From 
May to June, he’ll follow his grandfather’s 
trail across Europe during the Holocaust. 
With the information and impressions he 
hopes to gather, Newman plans to write an 
honors thesis that may someday lead to a 
novel based on his grandfather’s life.
“He was a huge part of my life,” said 
Newman. “But until later in his life, I 
knew nothing about his struggle with the 
Holocaust. He spoke about it to almost no 
one.”

the maN
The late Henry Newman, born Heinz 
Najman in Vienna, Austria, arrived in 
America in 1945 and joined the U.S. 
Army. While stationed in postwar 
Germany, Henry began dating and fell in 
love with a German girl, Newman said.
“I could never marry you,” he told the girl.
“You’re German, and I’m Jewish.”
“Why does that matter?” she retorted.
Newman said that clinched it – Henry and 
Gina were married and settled in the U.S. 
after the war.
Family members knew Henry had suffered 
through the Holocaust but was reticent 
on the subject, Newman said. Henry 
did include a few details in 30 pages 
of handwritten memoirs, in which he 
mentions experiencing Krystallnacht, a 
night of mass anti-Semitic violence in 
Germany. 
“(The memoirs) had a very emotional 
impact on me,” Newman said. “In all of 
my time with him, I never realized he went 
through something so traumatic.”
Newman pieced together bits of Henry’s 
journey from his grandfather’s memoirs 
and grandmother’s memories. His 

grandmother, Gina - “Oma” – was Henry’s 
confidante. She helped fill in gaps in the 
memoirs, Newman said. 

the JoUrNey
Newman describes the young Henry 
as an adolescent boy who “ … traveled 
throughout five countries, often illegally; 
learned four languages; put his life in the 
hands of complete strangers and lost some 
of the most important people in his life.” 
After being driven from their home in 
Vienna, Henry, his parents and siblings 
went to Brussels, Belgium, hoping to sail 
to the United States. Before they could 
do that, Germans invaded Belgium. 
Henry Newman’s father was arrested and 
interned. Henry and his mother escaped to 
France just before it, too, was invaded.
Ten-year-old Henry was bewildered, 
Newman said.
“He couldn’t understand why Hitler hated 
him and his mother and father,” Newman 
said. “His family was not devoutly Jewish.”
When he was 13, Henry and his mother 
were sent to a concentration camp outside 
Paris, where Henry befriended a French 
guard who helped him escape. The boy 
made his way alone across the country to 
stay with family in the south of France.
The fate of Henry’s mother – Newman’s 
great-grandmother – is not recorded, but 
Newman can surmise.
“I have found the train number with 
which she was sent to Auschwitz. Eight 
of 10 people sent there were killed, so it’s 
fairly likely she was killed.”
Henry’s sisters made it safely to the U.S. 
Later in life, Henry didn’t reveal ill effects 
from the ordeal, Newman said.
“He wasn’t negative about anything in life. 
He was always a very happy person. He 
appreciated he had made it out of that and 
went to where he could lead a happy life.”
Newman feels as though Henry’s 
descendants share his positive outlook and 
tolerant attitude.
“He got this idea out of that: Don’t hate 
people based on who they are, because they 
can’t choose that. I might be idealizing, 
but that’s always the message I got from 
him: ‘Be a caring person.’ I can’t imagine it 
wasn’t forged by this experience.”

the proJect
Newman is taking a crash course in 
German from Northern’s Dr. Ginny Lewis, 

and plans to make use of his two years of 
high-school French.
The grant from Northern, awarded in 
October 2012, will fund about ¾ of the 
transportation and lodging costs of the 
trip. Newman plans to stay in hostels and 
buy his own food.
He’s thankful his grant application was 
successful.
“Without that grant, this wouldn’t have 
been feasible,” he said.
To develop a sense of what life may have 
been like for his grandfather and other 
Jews in the late 1930s and early 1940s, 
Newman plans to stop in every major city 
though which his grandfather traveled: 
Vienna, Brussels, Paris, Pau, Toulouse, and 
Lyon.
Newman has mapped out a route 
pinpointed with tidbits of information 
- his grandfather’s addresses in Vienna 
and Brussels; the name of cousins with 
a shop in Paris; a second cousin on his 
grandmother’s side living just outside 
Vienna.
Newman also will stop in temples and 
synagogues to search their archives - an 
invaluable hands-on opportunity, since 
many genealogical records are not online.
Newman fervently hopes to find one 
elusive but priceless bit of information: 
the name of the guard who befriended and 
saved his grandfather in the Paris camp.
“I would really like to find this guy to find 
if he has descendants. My entire family 
owes a lot to this person.”

the family
Newman’s family supports his effort.
“I can’t talk to Opa, but Oma has assured 
me he would be very proud of me and my 
dad and his sisters have done the same. I’m 
very close with Oma, and that’s a big piece 
in why it’s so important. I’d like to tell this 
story for her as well as for him,” Newman 
said.
“My goal is to write story in a way that I 
think would make (Opa) proud of it. If do 
end up publishing it, the vast majority of 
any profit at all would go to Alzheimer’s 
research, because if not for Alzheimer’s, I 
could have had this discussion with him.”

Follow Newman’s journey on his blog:
http://heinzproject.blogspot.
com/2012/12/the-beginning.html

NSU student to research story of ‘loss and hope, desperation and determination’ 
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aBerdeeN, S.d. – Northern State 
University hosted the Langston Hughes 
Project, a multimedia concert performance 
of Langston Hughes’ kaleidoscopic jazz, at 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 10.
The performance, “Ask Your Mama: Twelve 
Moods for Jazz,” was the first multimedia 
event presented in the newly renovated 
Krikac Auditorium on the NSU campus. 
“Ask Your Mama” was brought to life by 
the Ron McCurdy Quartet. McCurdy, 
professor of music in the Thornton School 
of Music at the University of Southern 
California, has a connection to Northern 
– he directs the Walt Disney All-American 
College Band in Anaheim, Calif. NSU 
graduate Kelsey Pickford played in this 
Disneyland band in summer 2010.
“Ask Your Mama” is Hughes’ homage in 
verse and music to the struggle for artistic 
and social freedom at home and abroad 
at the beginning of the 1960s, McCurdy 
states on his website. The 12-part epic 
poem draws musical cues from blues, 
Dixieland, gospel, boogie woogie, bebop, 
progressive jazz, Latin “cha cha,” Afro-
Cuban mambo music, German lieder, 
Jewish liturgy, West Indian calypso and 
African drumming.
Videography links Hughes’ words and 
music with images of “Ask Your Mama’s” 
people, places, events and artwork. 
“Together the words, sounds and images 

recreate a magical moment in our cultural 
history, which bridges the Harlem 
Renaissance, the post-World War II Beat 
writers’ coffeehouse jazz poetry world, 
and the looming Black Arts performance 
explosion of the 1960s,” according to 
McCurdy’s website.
McCurdy also gave a presentation on 
Langston Hughes on April 11 in the 
Beulah Williams Library Rotunda.
Both events, which were free and open to 
the public, were sponsored by the NSU 
School of Fine Arts, Beulah Williams 
Library and NSU Multicultural Affairs 
Office.

For more information about McCurdy and 
the Langston Hughes Project, visit www.
ronmccurdy.com.

aBerdeeN, S.d. – Pre-registration 
for fall 2013 and spring 2014 classes at 
Northern State University began Thursday, 
March 21. 
Registration dates are based on the number 
of credits a student has completed.
dates for 2013-14 are as follows: 
March 21-27 Seniors
March 28-April 4 Juniors
April 5-10 Sophomores
April 10-12 Freshmen
April 15 Start of non-system transfer 
registration appointments

April 18-19 New freshman WolfPACT 
recipient registration days
April 20 New freshman registration
May 6 Start of new freshman individual 
registration appointments
June 7 New freshman registration
June 24 New freshman Registration
For students who don’t want to wait for 
fall, registration for summer 2013 courses 
is open. 

For more information, visit www.northern.
edu/academics/Pages/summer2013.aspx.

Northern hosts Langston 
Hughes Project

Pre-registration for 2013-14 
began March 21 at NSU 

NSU foUNdatioN collectS 
doNatioNS to help StUdeNtS 
diSplaced By fire 
The Northern State University Foundation has 
set up a fund to assist several student-athletes 
who were displaced by a recent fire at their 
residence.
Due to NCAA regulations, the foundation will 
collect all funds and will assist in purchasing 
replacement equipment and supplies that were 
lost in the fire.
Checks can be made out to the NSU 
Foundation c/o Recovery Fund. Please note that 
any funds received by the foundation earmarked 
for the Recovery Fund are not tax-deductible, 
and donors will not receive a receipt.

For information, contact the Foundation at 
605-626-2550 or e-mail wolvesclub@northern.
edu. Mailing address: NSU Foundation, 
Beckman Building, 620 15th Avenue SE 
Aberdeen, S.D. 57401

fUlBright amBaSSador to 
coNdUct workShop at NSU 

 ABERDEEN, S.D. – Fulbright Ambassador 
Dr. George Munro conducted a workshop at 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 11, in Northern State 
University’s Krikac Auditorium.
Munro, a professor of history and former 
department chair at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, discussed his experience as a 
Fulbright Scholar to Russia. 
Munro, who specializes in 18th-century Russian 
history, holds an undergraduate degree from 
Wheaton (Illinois) College and a Ph.D. from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. As an ambassador, Munro is an official 
representative of the Fulbright Scholar program 
and travels extensively to discuss the program. 
On his lecturer grant, he taught “Russian 
History through American Eyes” in the Faculty 
of International Relations at St. Petersburg State 
University. He spent his scholar grant doing 
archival research on the merchants of Iaroslavl 
province in the latter part of the 18th century.

For more information on Munro’s Fulbright 
experience, visit www.cies.org/ambassadors. 
The NSU workshop was free and open to the 
public.

ATTACHMENT I     19



n
o

r
t

h
e

r
n

 s
t

a
t

e
 u

n
iv

e
r

s
it

y
 n

o
W

5

aBerdeeN, S.d. – Northern State 
University senior
Megan Rose Case is no stranger to honors 
on campus – and now her talents are being 
recognized by prestigious schools around 
the country.
Case, who will graduate In Honoribus from 
NSU in May, has been offered a full-tuition 
scholarship to pursue a Master’s of Music 
in Vocal Performance at the University of 
Colorado Boulder’s College of Music.
Case will receive CU’s Galen and Ada Belle 
Files Spencer Award, the largest fellowship 
awarded to a graduate student, valued at 
more than $26,000.
Case and her voice instructor, NSU’s Dr. 
Darci Bultema, knew that her live audition 
in Colorado went well – both received 
promising emails from a faculty member 
who is also a scholarship representative. 
While Case was hopeful she would receive 
a scholarship, she never imagined it would 
be a full ride.
“I think I about fell out of my computer 
chair when I first read the email from 
(Professor Patrick Mason)!” said Case, a 
vocal and instrumental music education 
major from Scranton, N.D. “Honestly, I 
was so overwhelmed with the news that I 
was speechless.”
That wasn’t the only offer Case received. 
She also was accepted into the Peabody 
Institute of the Johns Hopkins University 
Conservatory of Music, where she was also 
offered a generous scholarship. Case said 
she was honored by this offer, but she could 
not pass up full-tuition from Colorado. She 
plans to audition for Peabody again after 
completing her master’s.
The fact that Case is being sought after by 

multiple schools comes as no surprise to 
Bultema.
“From the moment I heard Megan sing, 
I knew she was special,” she said. “Her 
vocal color, flexibility and extensive 
range, coupled with her intelligence, 
expressiveness and sensitivity to her music, 

was unique and rare to hear in someone so 
young.”
Bultema said Case also has a natural and 
compelling presence on stage. As one of her 
colleagues said, “she is an opera director’s 
dream.”
The opportunity to be cast in a fully staged 
opera is what Case said she is most looking 
forward to about attending CU. The 
university puts on two operas a year, and 
faculty members work with the Denver 
Opera if they need chorus members or 
other spots filled.
“Not only would I love to be cast in a role 
in an opera at the university, but I would 
also jump at the opportunity to perform 
in any fashion with a professional opera 
company,” she said.
Case has received numerous awards during 
her time at NSU. Last week, she won first 
place in the senior women’s division at the 
annual South Dakota National Association 
of Teachers of Singing student auditions. 
The senior women’s division is traditionally 
the most competitive and exciting category 
at the competition, Bultema said, and Case 
won this division handily.

Case was also the vocal winner of the 2012-
13 NSU Concerto/Aria Competition, 
performing the aria “Parto! Ma tu ben 
mio” from Mozart’s opera La clemenza di 
Tito. She was recognized in January as one 
of the area’s “13 to watch in 2013” by the 
American News.
Case has been a leader in many 
organizations at Northern, most recently 
serving as the president of Sigma Alpha 
Iota, an international fraternity for 
women in music. She has also been a 
member of National Association for 
Music Education, NSU Chamber Singers, 
Vocal Jazz, Collegiate Choir, NSU Opera 
Theater, NSU Theater, NSU Marching 
Wolves, Symphonic Band and Concert 
Band. She served on the Student Budget 
Appropriations Committee and is involved 
in the Newman Center. She sang the role of 
Flora from Verdi’s La traviata on the recent 
Verdi/Wagner celebratory concert with the 
Aberdeen University/Civic Symphony. She 
sang the role of the Confidante in NSU’s 
production of “The Phantom of the Opera” 
and Kate in “Legally Blonde.”
Besides being a student of Bultema, Case 
has also studied with Dr. Timothy Woods 
and in master classes with Abra Bush and 
Philip Everingham as well as Thomas 
Bagwell. In 2012, she attended the Johanna 
Meier Opera Theater Institute. Meier, an 
internationally recognized soprano, grew 
up in South Dakota. While Black Hills 
State University hosts this program, the 
instructors come from all over the country 
– including directors and coaches from the 
Metropolitan Opera and New York City.
Case’s ultimate goal is to earn her doctorate 
and work as a vocal instructor at a 
university as well as to be a successful vocal 
performer. This is no easy feat, she said, but 
she is as prepared as she can be for what 
lies ahead thanks to the voice faculty at 
Northern. 
“The music faculty at Northern, and 
especially the vocal faculty, has helped 
me build a foundation that I can take 
anywhere,” she said.
While her time in class has been valuable, 
Case said it was the time she was given 
outside of the classroom that prepared her 
for graduate school.
“The vocal faculty at Northern (and I mean 
every vocal faculty member) is priceless.”

NSU vocal standout to study in Colorado

“The vocal faculty at 
Northern (and I mean 
every vocal faculty 
member) is priceless.”
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doriS StUSiak has added a 
strengthening strand to a safety net of 
human-services work woven throughout 
her family.
“My ex-husband is a school psychologist. 
My daughter is a social worker, my son-in-
law works in human services. It’s a desire 
that seems to be in my family,” said Stusiak.
Stusiak fulfills her desire to serve as 
Northern State University’s director of 
disability services, which she began in 
October 2012. 
She most recently worked at Presentation 
College in Aberdeen, where she was 
director of campus health. At Presentation, 
Stusiak was campus counselor, maintained 
contracts for health and mental health 
services and oversaw campus housing and 
disability services.
‘Opportunity of a lifetime’
“This job was the opportunity of a 
lifetime,” said Stusiak, who says she knew 
former Disability Services Director Karen 
Gerety well. 
“In this job, I have more contact with 
students. I like the one-on-one and getting 
to know the students.”
Stusiak, who has a master’s degree in 
counseling and guidance from Northern 
and a bachelor’s in business education, for 
many years was a teacher and counselor 
in small schools in Grant, Deuel and 
Codington counties and in Watertown.
At school, Stusiak sat in on Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) meetings, 
witnessing firsthand students’ struggles and 
the schools’ efforts to help. Stusiak said she 
knows some Northern students struggle, 
too.

To minimize that struggle, Stusiak said she 
“likes to help level the playing field” for 
students with disabilities that may include:

• Learning disabilities (when a student’s   
   achievement level doesn’t match their  
   intelligence level)
• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
• Autism
• Asperger’s
• ADHD
• Visual impairment
• Hearing loss
• Depression
• Other physical or emotional disabilities

challeNge level 
coNSiSteNt
Stusiak stressed that a student 
making use of accommodations 
is challenged at the same level 
as other students.
“We don’t modify the 
curriculum or ‘dumb it 
down,’ ” she said. “They’re 
not learning less, but we’re 
accommodating the learning 
situation they have.”
An accommodation for a student with 
ADHD might be determining a spot for 
them to sit and take notes or a test with 
the least amount of potential distraction, 
Stusiak said. The student might benefit 
from assistive technology such as a 
Smartpen. Or, she added, the student 
might receive extended time for a test 
they’d take in a test room.

A Northern student who had surgery 
over Christmas returned and worked with 
Disability Services to have higher tables 
and chairs available in her classes while she 
recovered, Stusiak added.
“Faculty are very accepting of students who 
need our services, and they always respond 
positively,” she said.

more StUdeNtS Need ServiceS
Stusiak said statistics show more students 
with disabilities are applying and being 
accepted to colleges and universities, thanks 
in part to federal legislation that requires 
high school special education teachers to 
create a transition plan for graduates.
“In general, the numbers are growing. 
More students are coming to higher 
education all the time,” Stusiak said. “In 
my day, if you weren’t at the top of your 
class, you didn’t go to college. Today, more 
students are accepted, and we can help 
them.”

She said her office currently 
serves about 85 students from 
a roster of about 115. Not all 
students on the roster need 
services every semester, and 
some are absent from campus 
for student teaching, she said.

workiNg to get the 
word oUt
Stusiak thinks more Northern 

students might benefit from Disability 
Services help. For example, she said, the 
office serves only one or two military 
veterans out of the 60 or 70 enrolled. “They 
may be struggling, but we don’t know,” she 
said.
Students with disabilities who are accepted 
at Northern must identify themselves as 
someone who might need services, she said.
“We don’t know if they don’t tell us: ‘I 
have a disability, this is what it is, and this 
is how it affects my life and learning.’ A 
challenge in my job is to get the word out 
that you can apply for and probably qualify 
for benefits.” 
Any student who thinks he or she may 
have a disability is welcome to inquire at 
Disability Services for information and 
possible testing, even if they weren’t on an 
IEP in high school, Stusiak said.

For information, contact the Office of 
Disability Services at 605-626-2371; stop 
by Student Center 240; email Stusiak at 
doris.stusiak@northern.edu; or visit http://
www.northern.edu/Studentservices/pages/
disability/default.aspx

New director works to expand NSU Disability Services reach

“We don’t modify 
the curriculum or 
‘dumb it down,’ ” she 
said. “They’re not 
learning less, but we’re 
accommodating the 
learning situation they 
have.”
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Informational Items 

South Dakota Board of Regents Meeting 
Brookings, South Dakota 

May 14-16, 2013  
 
 
Polar Plunge:  The annual plunge into Wylie Lake in support of Special Olympics had 
to be postponed because of poor weather, but students and staff were able to raise well 
in excess of $1,000 for the cause. 
 
Nikki Kriz, a music therapist from Sioux Falls, provided a weeklong variety of special 
music classes and activities.  In addition to the students enjoying the activities, this also 
gave music teacher Mrs. Phyllis Heier an opportunity to add to her bag of instructional 
tricks and strategies.  This activity was sponsored by the SDSBVI Arts and Special 
Activities Committee and proceeds from a silent auction held at the Outreach Forum last 
spring. 
 
Sigma Alpha Iota Visits the SDSBVI:  The NSU student music educators visited the 
SDSBVI on April 12, and shared a donation of over $200 to our SDSBVI music 
program.  They donated the proceeds from their “Singing Valentines” in February.  This 
is an annual event for SAI and they have supported SDSBVI’s music department each 
year. 
 
NCASB Meet:  Nashville, TN was the site for the North Central Association of Schools 
for the Blind swimming and forensics meet.  Our participants were Kendra Terkildsen, 
Nick Bruhn, Courtland Collins, Jeremy Neuheisel, and April Dominick.  They 
competed with students from 10 other schools for the blind and visually impaired on 
April 26-27.  Coach Jodi Carlsgaard prepared the students for competition and Mrs. 
Tevan Fischbach accompanied the group as a chaperone.  The cost of the trip was 
sponsored by the South Dakota Foundation for the Blind and Visually Impaired. 
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Catch the Wave:  Students checked out college opportunities and all that this entailed 
for their future during the event on April 26 at Northern State University.  Karen Gerety, 
SDSBVI Transition Specialist, accompanied our student participants. 
 
RUMMAGE SALE!!!  The annual SDSBVI Student Council rummage sale was held on 
Saturday, May 4.  Once again the Royal Neighbors of America will match our sales 
proceeds realized from the event.  All proceeds are directed to the SDSBVI Student 
Council for special activities and support of student activities throughout the year. 
 
End of Year Celebration / Fun Time:  One of the “traditions” most enjoyed by students 
in the Residential Program is the end of the year campout at a local lake, with pizza, 
movies, and special activities throughout the evening till morning. 
 
Awards Luncheon / Graduation:  Thursday, May 23 will be a big day.  The awards 
assembly will get underway at 10:30 AM, followed by a luncheon.  It is always a special 
time to acknowledge and recognize the efforts of our students and staff during this time.  
Graduation will be at 1:30 that afternoon. 
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On February 14, Kim 
Wadsworth, Director of Out-
reach, shared a presentation on 
the topic of “Working with Fami-
lies, Professionals, and Deaf 
Plus Students” with Augustana 
College’s Deaf Education de-
partment. The presentation fo-
cused on conducting home and 
school visits, working with a va-
riety of professionals, and 
providing services for deaf or 
hard of hearing students with 
multiple disabilities. Resources 
and materials were also shared 
with these energetic future edu-

cators of deaf and hard of 
hearing students. 

On February 26, Outreach 
Consultant, Laura Scholten, 
provided a guest lecture at 
Augustana College entitled 
“Deaf Educators and Speech-
Language Pathologists: A Col-
laborative Effort”. Topics in-
cluded cooperative language 
development planning, work-
ing with oral speech skills in 
the classroom, and early inter-
vention within the home.  

Guest Lectures at Augustana College 

Early Childhood Training in Sioux Falls 
Service Coordinator, Sara Hansen, at-
tended an early childhood workshop 
presented by internationally renowned 
speaker and parent educator, Dr. Mary 
Sheedy Kurcinka. The workshop was 

South Dakota Board of Regents  

Informational Items 

May 14-16, 2013 
 

South Dakota School for the Deaf 

Inside this issue: 

SDSD at USD 2 

Auditory Skill Training 2 

SD CEC Conference 2 

One Day Workshop 3 

Teen Activity 3 

Website Redesign 
Audiological Data 

4 

In-Service Update 5 

Preschool/Elementary Event 
On March 2, SDSD Outreach spon-
sored a social gathering for deaf 
and hard of hearing students in 
grades preschool through elemen-
tary.  Twelve children and their par-
ents enjoyed a morning of lan-
guage-based games, literacy activi-

held at the Sioux Falls Ramkota on 
March 1. Topics focused on avoidance 
or minimization of challenging behavior 
through discouraging over-arousal and 
sleep deprivation in young children.  

ties, and socialization.  In a collabora-
tive effort with Augustana College, 
deaf education students planned and 
lead several activities. The event was 
viewed a success as participants left 
asking when the next gathering 
would occur!  
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To expand speech-language 
pathologists, audiologists, 
and teachers’ knowledge 
regarding the unique needs 
of deaf and hard of hearing 
individuals, the USD Com-
munication Sciences and 
Disorders Department and 
SDSD collaborated through-
out the spring semester. 
Outreach Consultant, Laura 
Scholten, presented a series 

of lectures on aural rehabili-
tation, language disorders, 
and hearing loss in the 
mainstream to undergradu-
ate and graduate students. 
SDSD is thankful for oppor-
tunities to increase the 
awareness of young profes-
sionals and looks forward to 
future partnerships. 

consultants also demon-
strated how to make and 
use a listening assessment 
tool. 
 
At the CEC conference, 
SDSD unveiled its new 
vendor booth display post-
er which prominently dis-
plays the new logo as well 
as sign language and tech-
nology images. 

Outreach Consultants Ei-
leen Anderson and Julie 
Delfs presented "Listening 
and More" at the CEC Con-
ference in Aberdeen on 
Monday, March 18.  Web 
sites with downloadable 
activities for teachers to 
use in the classroom, 
common apps used with 
iPads, and materials to 
promote listening skills 
were shared. The SDSD 

Schools, Sioux Falls Public 
Schools, Brandon Valley Public 
Schools, and SDSD.  A total of 
25 attendees participated in 
the workshop which aligns 
with SDSD’s mission to ad-
vance the knowledge and 
skills of individuals working 
with deaf and hard of hearing 
students in mainstream set-
tings.  

The Brandon Valley School 
District and SDSD continue to 
work together to benefit deaf 
and hard of hearing students 
in the state of South Dakota.  
Ellyn Hayes, Brandon Valley 
Speech-Language Pathologist, 
and Laura Scholten, SDSD 
Outreach Consultant, held a 
half-day workshop on auditory 
skill development for staff 
from Harrisburg Public 

Auditory Skill Training 

SDSD at USD 

SD Council for Exceptional Children Conference  
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Karen Anderson, PhD and ed-
ucational audiologist from 
Minnesota, presented a work-
shop to over 50 professionals 
on SDSD’s Sioux Falls cam-
pus March 21, 2013. At-
tendees included North Dako-
ta outreach consultants for 
the deaf and hard of hearing, 
South Dakota educators, 
speech language 
pathologists, administrators, 

and parents. The full day 
training focused on infor-
mation and tools contained in 
Karen’s book Building Skills 
for Success in the Fast-Paced 
Classroom: Optimizing 
Achievement for Students 
with Hearing Loss. Partici-
pants acquired new resources 
to implement with the deaf 
and hard of hearing students 
they serve.   

During the second hour, high school 
and middle school students split into 
two separate groups. Augustana stu-
dents conducted lesson plans with 
middle school students and CSD’s 
Mark Koterwski and SDSD’s Naomi 
Mangan worked with high school stu-
dents role-playing questions to ask 
Vocational Rehabilitation counselors 
in preparation for work or college 
training. The middle and high school 
students in attendance had good 
questions and enjoyed this event! 

Deaf/HH Teens in Action met at 
SDSD on Saturday, March 23. The 
first hour included college and work 
experiences shared by three Deaf/
HH adults, Mark Koterwski, Angela 
Koterwski, and Paul Folsheim. Mark 
and Angela attended Gallaudet Uni-
versity and  shared their educational 
experiences with direct communica-
tion between professors and stu-
dents. Paul attended Augustana Col-
lege and shared his experience with 
use of interpreters for his academic 
needs. All presenters discussed their 
career experiences.  

sented in an engaging manner to 
allow consultants with varying 
sing language skill levels to par-
ticipate. Each consultant learned 
new information that could be 
immediately applied. 

Outreach consultants were given 
an opportunity to increase 
knowledge of American Sign Lan-
guage from CSD’s Paula Souhra-
da on Friday, March 22. She 
shared specific handshape rules 
to remember when working with 
classifiers. Activities were pre-

One Day Workshop  

March Teen Gathering 

Signing Time 

Page 3 
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The following report details 
audiological services on 
campus and in the mobile 
lab provided to South Da-
kota children from July 1, 
2012 through April 5, 
2013. 
 
Total Screened:     7773 
Total Evaluated:       806 
SNHL Found:              97 
CHL Found:              453 
Mobile Sites:            116 
 
SNHL is sensorineural 
hearing loss. CHL is con-
ductive hearing loss. 
 

Audiology Department News 

A redesigned website, 
which launched on April 
3, serves as another re-
source for parents, edu-
cators, and alumni. The 
website provides a plat-
form to integrate SDSD’s 
virtual presence linking  
the SDSD Facebook page 
and SDSD Outreach Pin-

terest site. In addition, 
the website features 
SDSD’s new logo ex-
pressing confidence in 
the future of education 
for children with hearing 
loss in South Dakota. For 
more, see 
www.sdsd.sdbor.edu.   

Website Redesign Completed 
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 New and 
Improved! 
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In-service Update 

SDSD Outreach Consultant In-Services 
 

Eileen Anderson ...........................14 

Julie Delfs .....................................10 

Carol Johnson ...............................13 

Sarah Lingle ..................................19 

Julie Luke ...................................... 7 

Naomi Mangan ............................. 2 

Nina Ringstmeyer .........................12 

Kerry Ruth ..................................... 8 

Jodi Schnider ................................ 8 

Laura Scholten .............................13 

Kami Van Sickle ...........................17 

      Total ........................................  ... 123 

www.sdsd.sdbor.edu 
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Board of Regents 

Heather Wilson, a former member of Congress, 
Rhodes Scholar, and small business owner 
who has worked with large defense and 
scientific companies, will become the 19th 
president of the South Dakota School of Mines 
& Technology.

The South Dakota Board of Regents 
unanimously voted on Thursday to name 
Wilson to succeed the late Robert Wharton, 
who passed away in September. She will begin 
her duties on the Rapid City campus on or 
about June 17 and will become the first female 
president in the school’s 128-year history.

“Heather Wilson is a high-energy leader who 
brings exceptional communication skills and 
public-sector experience to her new position,” 
said Regent Terry Baloun, chair of the search 
committee. “At a time when higher education 
increasingly must make its case for more 
external funding and sustained research 
support from the federal and private sectors, 
our search committee took particular note of 
Dr. Wilson’s Capitol Hill experience, as well as 
her connections to decision makers in 
Washington and throughout the scientific 

Wilson named to lead Mines

research community,” Baloun said. “We are 
excited to have her join our team.”

As president of Heather Wilson & Company 
LLC of Albuquerque, N.M., Wilson has worked 
as a senior adviser to top-tier national 
laboratories such as Sandia, Los Alamos, Oak 
Ridge, the Nevada Test Site, Battelle Memorial 
Institute, and others. She served New Mexico 
in the U.S. Congress from 1998 to 2009, where 
she was on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee and was the chair of the House 
Subcommittee on Technical and Tactical 
Intelligence.

“Higher education is facing serious challenges,” 
Wilson said. “The South Dakota School of Mines 
is showing how great schools can meet those 
challenges. Mines provides a rigorous, world-
class education that prepares graduates for 
leadership in science and engineering at a 
price families can afford. It’s a great school 
and I’m very proud to be the newest 
Hardrocker,” she said.

About 96 percent of Mines graduates have 
jobs upon graduation, at an average starting 

salary of $62,696 last year. That’s better than 
Harvard and Yale, and, on average, Mines 
students have less than $25,000 in student 
debt upon graduation.

“I look forward to leading the expansion of 
Mines that Bob Wharton inspired and, 
tragically, was unable to finish,” Wilson said. 
“We will increase research, build needed 
facilities, and expand the student body so that 
more young people are prepared professionals 
for the 21st century.”

Wilson is married to Jay Hone, an attorney 
and retired Air Force colonel. They were foster 
parents and have one adult adopted son, Scott 
Hone, and two biological children, Joshua 
Hone, 19, and Caitlin Hone, 16. The family is 
active in Boy Scouts, soccer, and music. They 
enjoy skiing, walking, reading, musical theater, 
and film. They have an overly friendly King 
Charles-Beagle cross named “Miss 
Moneypenny” and two sugar gliders (Australian 
marsupials) named “Scout” and “Jem.”

Since last fall, Duane Hrncir, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs, has served as 
acting president. On Thursday, Baloun 
conveyed the Board of Regents’ special thanks 
to Hrncir, who will continue to serve as acting 
president until Wilson’s arrival. “Duane has 
been a solid and steady presence on this 
campus,” Baloun said. “He brought students, 
faculty and staff together during a time of loss 
and heartache, while diligently pursuing the 
university’s long-term goals and future vision. 
We look forward to Duane’s continuing service 
as provost and vice president for academic 
affairs.”

Before being elected to Congress, Wilson was 
the cabinet secretary of New Mexico’s Children, 
Youth, and Families Department, where she 
was chief executive of the state agency which 
had a $216 million budget and 2,000 
employees. She also served on the National 
Security Council staff in Washington after she 
concluded her service as a U.S. Air Force officer.
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RAPID CITY, S.D. – A team of South Dakota 
School of Mines & Technology students will 
compete nationally in San Francisco later this 
year after a car powered by chemical reactions 
they engineered recently took second place 
at a regional competition.

The “Punky Cruiser” is one of 31 teams eligible 
to compete in the national competition after 
finishing second at the Rocky Mountain 
Regional Conference of the American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) Student Chapter 
meeting held at New Mexico State University 
in Las Cruces, N.M.

The ChemE car competition involves shoe box 
sized cars powered by chemical reactions 
engineered by students. Cars are required to 

Car powered by chemical reaction goes to nationals
start within a given time frame and then travel 
a set distance carrying weight, both of which 
are set on the day of competition. Teams must 
configure their chemical reactions to 
accommodate the variables on short notice. 
The three top teams whose cars stop closest 
to the set distance will advance to the national 
competition.

Trent Nelson, a chemical and biological 
engineering student from Sisseton, took 
second in the research paper competition for 
his research presentation entitled “A 
Wavelength Shifting Polymer to Enhance 
Growth and Production of Cyanobacteria.”

In all, 19 School of Mines students traveled to 
the conference and comprised the largest 
university group, excluding the host university.

Students on the “Punky Cruiser” team were 
Jacob Chambers of Pierre, electrical 
engineering; Wyatt Hunter-Johnson of 
Vermillion, chemical engineering; Alison 
Barnes of Sioux Falls, chemical engineering; 
Jonathan Lindgren of Crystal, Minn., chemical 
engineering; Austin Hembry of Glenwood, 
Iowa, chemical engineering; Seth Ostlie of 

Truman, Minn., chemical engineering; Cody 
Buehner of Canistota, mechanical engineering; 
Heather Hensman of Powell, Wyo., mining 
engineering; Megan Bradley of Chadron, Neb., 
chemical engineering; Jesse Hinricher of 
Pipestone, Minn., chemical engineering; 
Kathryn Starr of Eureka, Nev., chemical 
engineering; Mark Braunesreither of Mission 
Hill, chemical engineering; Elias Hoffmann of 
Dell Rapids chemical engineering; Joseph 
Houck of Russell, Minn., chemical engineering; 
Stephen Hansen of Dassel, Minn., chemical 
engineering; Barbara Hadrava of Bemidji, 
Minn., chemical engineering; and Tyler Punt 
of Aberdeen, mechanical engineering.

Hembry, Barnes, Ostlie, Bradley and Hinricher 
were Mines student team members on the 
line running the car.

Other Mines students attending the conference 
were Adelyn Crabtree of Pierre, chemical 
engineering; Daniel Hines of Dell Rapids, 
chemical engineering; Trevor Moheit of 
Vacaville, Calif., chemical engineering; Evan 
Sellers of Volga, chemical engineering; and 
Zachary Kroehler of Henderson, Minn., 
mechanical engineering.

Mining students prove mettle with 
national, international finishes

From quickly and accurately installing a section of rail line to drilling 
deep holes through concrete with hand-held steel chisels and hammers, 
Mines students proved they’re among the best in the world. Mines 
teams earned top honors in an international competition that pitted 
them against peers from other premier mining engineering universities.

Sixteen universities from throughout the world, including Canada, 
England and Australia, entered 41 teams to compete in seven events 
at this year’s International Mining Games Competition hosted by the 
Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colo., March 13-17.

The South Dakota School of School of Mines & Technology sent two 
teams, one of which placed third internationally and finished as the 
top overall university in the United States. SD Blue finished as the top 
United States university and placed third overall, behind teams from 
Australia and Camborne, England, respectively. SD Blue took firsts in 
Track Stand and Hand Steel, a second in Swede Saw and thirds in Jack 
Leg and Mucking. SD Gold took a third in Gold Pan.

The games celebrate traditional mining practices and serve to create 
a world-wide community of mining students. First held in 1978, the 
event was designed to honor the 91 miners who perished in a fire in 
1972 at Sunshine Mine in Idaho. Events are:

Track Stand – A timed event requiring a team of five to add a section 
of rail onto an existing rail as quickly and accurately as possible.

Ore Muck – Five members work to fill a 2-ton ore cart and run it 
down a track for the best overall time.

Gold Pan – Competitors search for lead shot in a dirt-filled pan.

Mines students and faculty who traveled to the International Mining Games Competition are: 
front row, from left, Aline Leite, Kaitlynn Blake, Thomas Starr, Chad Weeks, Derek Gustafson, Matt 
Spencer, all students; back row, from left, Kelli McCormick, Ph.D., Mines professor; Sam Middlestadt, 
Kaylea Palmer, Kathleen Tew, Cody Goetz, David Fielding, Sean Bailey, Brett Carlson, Jordan 
Helgesen, Jamie Brezina and Joe Golliher, students; and Shashi Kanth, mining engineering and 
management department head.

Swede Saw – A team of five alternate cutting through a 6-inch by 
6-inch timber with 36-inch bow saws.

Hand Steel – Five members drill into a concrete block with chisel-like 
steels and a hammer, alternating individuals every two minutes for 
the deepest cumulative hole.

Jackleg – Two competitors use a pneumatic drill in order to advance 
the deepest hole in a concrete block in three minutes.

Survey – Teams of two must accurately compute the coordinates of 
an ending point using a Wild T2 Mod (erect image) theodolite.

See more photos: 
http://www.sdsmt.edu/News/Mining-students-prove-their-
mettle-with-top-national,-international-finishes/
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RAPID CITY, S.D. – Nearly 1,600 miles from 
their Gulf Coast Mississippi home, Roy and 
Rhonda Fore prepared to dig in to life as 
paleontologists. What was to be an impending 
record snow storm was no match for their 
enthusiasm to unearth treasures tens of 
millions of years old.

“I am in a learning place,” Rhonda Fore said. 
“I’m excited but I’m cautious because they’re 
saying to be careful with notes and be careful 
with this and that. Out in the field it’s just open. 
They’re using pick axes and chisels and beating 
it out of the ground.”

The Fores, both retired Postal Service 
employees from Perkinston, Miss., were among 
18 volunteers from across America assisting 
with intense fossil preparation at the South 
Dakota School of Mines & Technology’s 
Paleontology Research Laboratory last week. 
They traveled to participate in the U.S. Forest 
Service’s Passport in Time program. A second 
group of volunteer paleontologists is on 
campus throughout this week to continue in 
the cleaning and preparing of fossils that could 
one day find a home in museums or be the 
subject of groundbreaking research. After 
touring facilities, receiving instruction and 
light fossil work on Monday, the group will be 
in the laboratory for a full day of work Tuesday 
through Friday.

The specimens have been excavated over time 
and are stored at the university’s new research 
laboratory, which is home to half a million 
fossils. Protective jackets range in size from a 
foot in diameter to those covering an entire 
tabletop, said Sally Shelton, associate director 

Paleontology Research Laboratory hosts 
Passport in Time

for the School of Mines’ Museum of Geology.

Volunteer work requires opening protective 
jackets made of burlap and plaster, carefully 
cleaning the fossils with brushes and other 
tools of the trade and meticulously recording 
notes for future researchers.

While the Passport in Time program is a 
voluntary program, the largely retiree 
volunteers are assisting much needed work 
that the Forest Service doesn’t have the 
manpower to complete, said Forest Service 
paleontologist Barb Beasley, who is based in 
Chadron, Neb. “Some of the volunteers, I really 
consider them experts. I’m glad to have them. 
The Forest Service just doesn’t have the money 
to put into it so there is a lot of backlog.”

The Fores, like Minnesota brothers John Ludwig 
of Lake George and Tom Ludwig of Grand 
Marais, have been on several digs in nearby 
states with Beasley.

“You don’t get to keep it but it’s kind of fun to 
uncover something that’s been buried for 
millions of years and suddenly there it is seeing 
the light of day,” said John Ludwig, who retired 
as assistant manager for Minnesota State Parks.

Tom Ludwig, who also worked for Minnesota 
State Parks and retired as a park ranger, said 
he enjoys the work and camaraderie he’s found 
through participation in Passport in Time. “We 
got exposed to a lot of stuff (working in the 
state park system) but we never got to play, 
so this is really fun and you get to meet some 
neat people,” adding he first met the Fores on 
a different Passport in Time trip through 
Louisiana and Texas.

Among the many fossils to be cataloged are 
invertebrates, dinosaurs, prehistoric crocodiles, 
tortoises, rhinoceroses, flying reptiles and 
marine reptiles such as mosasaurs.

The School of Mines’ Museum of Geology 
preparator Mindy Householder is leading 
instruction for the volunteers. She advised 
prep notes are just as important as field notes 
for future research and should include 
everything from the types of tools and 
abrasives used to what some might consider 
silly details, which may help to paint a picture 
for researchers who may someday examine 
the specimen.

The Paleontology Research Laboratory, which 
opened in 2009, serves as a repository for the 
forest service. This is the first professional lab 
prep course offered in the new building, 
Shelton said.

Detailed notetaking during fossil preparation is crucial to future paleontology research

Tom Ludwig of Grand Marais, Minn., examines a fossil at the 
School of Mines’ Paleontology Research Laboratory
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New program prepares 
students for careers

In today’s fast-paced world, 
companies expect graduates to 
hit the ground running. The newly-
created South Dakota School of 
Mines & Technology Mines 
Advantage program aims to give 
them an edge.

With universities touting 
internships and cooperative 
education opportunities, starting 
salaries and placement rates, 
competition for careers is fierce. 
But Mines Advantage has 
developed an innovative approach 
to separate students from the 
pack. Rather than offering 
companies students with just 
professional experience, it gives 
employers what they really want: 
a professional.

A program of distinction, Mines 
Advantage fosters “personal 
development on a professional 
level,” combining the classroom’s 
technical expertise with real-world 
vocational knowledge. 

Students are led through a 
panorama of experiences in six 
areas of competency, challenged 
to stretch their education in 
imaginative ways that blur 
boundaries among curriculum, 
community, campus life and 
career. Students completing the 
Mines Advantage program will 
have 30 experiences of their 
choosing, two core requirements 
and three electives in each area.

Some experiences are expected: 
career preparation through 
internships and interviews, 
leadership and teamwork. 

Others are more surprising. A 
cultural and global diversity tenet 
urges students to attend a cultural 
event and immerse themselves in 
a diversity or social justice 
program, as well as choose among 
a breadth of other electives, such 
as visiting a sacred or multicultural 

A newly-minted, prestigious group of student leaders at the South 
Dakota School of Mines & Technology is set to kick off the inaugural 
year of the Professional Development Institute.

The Institute, comprised of student leaders dedicated to advancing 
professional development and leadership while increasing their own 
skills, will “be a great opportunity to make a difference on campus, 
in the community and in the lives of fellow students,” says Julie 
Ohlsen, assistant director of the Career & Professional Development 
Center located in the Surbeck Center. 

Selected through a rigorous process of nomination, résumé review 
and interviewing, 35 students will serve three semesters, gaining 
advanced leadership training and helping to organize the Leadership 
Awards Ceremony and two campus-wide retreats. Additionally, 
students will engage in public outreach, including leadership and 
professional development training for area businesses, community 
and campus organizations, along with programming for K-12 students. 

Advanced leadership training for Institute members will be determined 
by students, with possible topics ranging from public speaking and 
marketing techniques to decision-making and leadership styles.

Membership perks include special interaction with the university 
president and campus speakers, as well as tickets to events focused 
on leadership and professional development. Institute members 
will also benefit from opportunities for meetings with employers 
that recruit on the Mines campus.

The Professional Development Institute’s mission is to prepare future 
professionals by engaging students in leadership roles and 
collaborative efforts; helping develop effective communication skills; 
fostering understanding and appreciation of human diversity; 
inspiring civic engagement; providing and supporting career 
opportunities; and aiding in personal development.

For more information, businesses and organizations interested in 
leadership and professional development training may email

professionaldevelopmentinstitute@mines.sdsmt.edu

Professional Development 
Institute launches 

ambitious inaugural year

Students inducted into the new Professional Development Institute, front row from left are: Mike 
Keegan, Anh (Hai) Vo, Matt Teigen, Mohamed Hakeem Mohamed Nizar, Darryl Birge, Ben Johnson, 
Spencer Ferguson, Zachary Kohama, Patrick Jenkins, Victor Gonzalez-Dozal, Harrison (Chance) 
Costello, John Urban, Julie Ohlsen 2nd Row: Blaze Galles, Nicholas (Nick) Kelly, Seth Kijewski, 
Steve Gates, Tyler Artz, Michael Leopold, Adam Caldwell, Hafiza Farzami, Adam Schroeder, 
Anthony Amarasinghe 3rd Row: Rachel Raysby, Henrietta Kasaini, Cassandra Tomac, Anne 
Christensen, Christine (Chrissy) Hodny, Erika Tan, Carly Sandin, Janelle Strampe, Haley Dunn, 
Haley Galvin, Rhianna Hoffman, Morgan (Dani) Black, Kristen Harders.  Not Pictured: Willie Hinker

site or participating in an 
international design team. In an 
increasingly globalized world run 
by a diversified workforce, this 
cultural exposure and awareness 
has never been more important. 

And as this world becomes ever 
smaller, the importance of 
communication grows, mandating 
students move easily from the 
laboratory to the lectern. Mines 
Advantage prepares them through 
professional presentations or 
sharpens their speaking skills 
through memoranda that convey 
technical  information to 
nontechnical audiences. Students 
may also gain social media savvy 
by building their LinkedIn profile 
or verbal versatility as they host a 
radio show or work as a journalist 
for the Aurum, the school paper.

Mines Advantage also challenges 
students to not only be successful, 
but significant, meaningfully 
contributing to the community 
around them through civic duty, 
communit y  ser v ice  and 
sustainable design – and to 
discover a balanced and 
purposeful life along the way. 

The program also aims to delve 
beyond action into reflection, 
compelling students to synthesize 
their experiences, knowledge and 
expertise into a short composition 
after each activity or event.

Proof of the value of a Mines 
education is already in the 
numbers, with graduates enjoying 
an average starting salary of 
$62,696. As Darrell Sawyer, director 
of the Career & Professional 
Development Center, explains, 
“Mines Advantage reinforces 
strong placement rates and career 
success. It’s added value,” in an 
education that is as rigorous as it 
is relevant.
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WiSE and Girls’ Day 
opens doors in STEM 

careers

Pairing professional development with K-12 
outreach, the first annual Women in Science 
and Engineering (WiSE) Symposium and 
eighth annual Girls’ Day aimed to build a 
pipeline of female talent from the classroom 
to the boardroom. 

Though numbers are on the rise, women 
are still underrepresented in science and 
engineering. But WiSE intends to change 
the tides, reaching out to more than 100 
middle and high school women for a day 
of hands-on demonstrations, networking 
and mentorship. 

Designed to give attendees a taste of the 
varied applications of science and 
engineering, breakout sessions featured 
bridge building, blacksmithing and robotics, 
among other offerings. A speed mentoring 
session with Mines students helped young 
women acquire skills integral to success.

The March 27 Symposium also spotlighted 
guest speakers who have blazed a path for 
women in STEM careers.

Guest speakers included Joan Howard, a 
former project manager and 15-year veteran 
of Ball Aerospace and Technologies, Inc., 
whose formidable technical acumen has 
blazed a path for women in STEM careers; 
and Kathryn Johnson, Ph.D., president of 
the South Dakota Board of Regents and 
Mines alumna. Dr. Johnson delivered the 
keynote address, entitled “Options – Yours 
for the Making.”

2013 Leadership 
Hall of Fame

RAPID CITY, S.D. – Six South Dakota School of Mines & Technology 
students have been inducted into the 2013 Leadership Hall of Fame 
for their service to fellow students, campus organizations and the 
Mines and Rapid City communities. 

A prestigious award that honors a select group of student leaders 
from the School of Mines, the Leadership Hall of Fame honors those 
who have demonstrated excellent leadership skills while making a 
significant impact on the campus community. 

Only four to six students are chosen annually by a selection committee 
comprised of faculty, staff, administration and a past inductee. The 
selection committee also considers any off-campus involvement that 
positively reflects on the school.

This year’s inductees are:

Anthony Amarasinghe – Amarasinghe is a mechanical engineering 
major from Sri Lanka. He has been involved with Campus Safety, the 
Student Association Senate, the Leadership Development Team, 
Rotaract, Student Ambassadors and the newly formed Professional 
Development Institute. He has also served as a peer advisor. He plans 
to seek a position in the energy industry following graduation. 

Carlos Beatty Jr. – Beatty is an industrial engineering student from 
Box Elder. His involvement has centered on the Student Association 
Senate, American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Rapid City Statutory 
Planning Committee, Pershing Rifles, KTEQ, Rotaract and Newman 
Club, and he has served as a peer advisor. After graduation, Beatty 
will join Peabody Energy at the North Antelope Rochelle Mine in 
Gillette, Wyo., as an Operations Associate Engineer. Simultaneously 
he plans to pursue a Six Sigma Black Belt Certification and an M.B.A. 
through the University of South Dakota.

Belema ‘Bella’ Boyle – A chemical engineering major from Nigeria, 
Boyle has been involved with the National Society of Black Engineers, 
Cultural Expo Committee, Orientation Leaders, American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers, Circle K International, Rotaract and International 
Students Incorporated. She has also served as a peer advisor.

Haley Galvin – An interdisciplinary sciences/pre-physical therapy 
student, Galvin has been involved with Student Association Senate, 
Leadership Development Team, Future Health Science Professionals, 
M-Week Committee, Para Substitute, Circle K International, Black Hills 
Workshop and Paint the Town. She has been a peer advisor and was 
recognized as the “Most Fired Up Frosh.” Galvin plans to attend graduate 
school to get her doctorate in physical therapy.

Megan Mahowald – Mahowald is an electrical engineering major 
from Bismarck, N.D., and has been involved with Alpha Omega Epsilon, 
Society of Women Engineers, Ski & Snowboard Club, Institute of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers, Student Ambassadors, Order of 
Omega and Eta Kappa Nu. She has also assisted as an orientation 
leader. She has accepted a position with Archer Daniels Midland in 
Decatur, Ill.

Hayden Waisanen – Waisanen is a computer science major from 
Deadwood. He has been involved with Residence Life as an assistant 
hall director, Association of Computing Machinery Programming 
Team, Circle K International, Gamers for Service and has served as a 
teaching assistant. Waisanen is currently seeking a position in industry.

Anthony Amarasinghe

Carlos Beatty Jr. 

Belema ‘Bella’ Boyle

Haley Galvin

Megan Mahowald

Hayden Waisanen
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Students cut for a cause

In an effort to join the fight against cancer, South Dakota School of 
Mines & Technology students cut for a cause. Students and staff shaved 
their heads to raise money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  

         View our YouTube video story at http://youtu.be/fPLO1vLrhwg

Microsoft leads 
programming workshops

Microsoft executive Bradley Jensen, Ph.D., traveled to the School of 
Mines campus to teach a week-long series of programming workshops 
to students, faculty, staff and general public.

Workshops taught in three-hour blocks March 18-22 were sponsored 
by Microsoft in partnership with the School of Mines, Department of 
Mathematics & Computer Science and Gear Up.

Each free workshop built on Introduction to Dream Spark, Publishing 
to Marketplace and Windows 8. Attendees learned how to develop 
their own Windows 8 applications for publication in the marketplace 
on either a Mac or a PC. 

Alumna honored with prestigious 
engineering award

A School of Mines alumna has been awarded 
the prestigious national Outstanding Young 
Engineer Award by the Society for Mining, 
Metallurgy, and Exploration (SME).

Lisa Schlink was recently presented the award, 
which recognizes significant contributions of 
a young individual within the mineral 
processing extractive discipline. Established 
in 1984, the honor is given in memory of 
Subhash Chander, SME’s Mineral & Metallurgical 

Processing Division Past Chair. 

Schlink earned her B.S. in metallurgical engineering in 2004 and M.S. 
degree in materials engineering and science with a concentration in 
the field of nanotechnology in 2007, both from the School of Mines. 
Currently, she is chief engineer for Freeport-McMoRan Copper and 
Gold’s Water Treatment Test Facility, overseeing the commissioning 
and operation of three water treatment test plants.

A native of Sioux City, Iowa, Schlink graduated from Vermillion High 
School in Vermillion and joined the U.S. Army after high school, serving 
as an unmanned aerial vehicle operator at Ft. Huachuca in Arizona 
before returning to South Dakota to complete her college education.  

During her undergraduate studies at the School of Mines, Schlink was 
an active member of the student chapter for Materials Advantage, a 
collaboration of American Society for Minerals, the Minerals, Metals, 
and Materials Society and the Society for Mining, Metallurgy and 
Exploration. She served as secretary and vice president for the student 
chapter. In 2003, she received the Mineral and Metallurgical Processing 
Scholarship and in 2004, the Extraction & Processing Division 
Scholarship. In 2003-2004 she received the Copper Club Scholarship. 

Schlink began her career with Freeport-McMoRan in 2006 as a 
metallurgist II in the Hydromet department at Chino Mine in New 
Mexico. While at Chino she was a member of the Best Practices Team 
which traveled to Freeport sites to determine best operating practices 
for solvent extraction and electrowinning and implement them at 
Chino. From Chino she transferred to Tohono to oversee the leaching, 
solvent extraction and electrowinning activities of a residual leach 
operation. The downturn in 2008 resulted in the cessation of operations 
at Tohono. Schlink coordinated mothball activities of the mine and 
developed a solution management plan to reduce and manage the 
remaining process waters. She was then selected to manage 
commissioning and operation of Freeport’s Water Treatment Test 
Facility at the Sierrita Mine in Arizona. 

The Arizona facility is a large-scale experimental plant built to test 
innovative water treatment technologies. Currently there are two 
plants operating for the treatment of sulfate impacted solutions using 
ion exchange and biological sulfate reduction. The third plant is 
currently being commissioned; it is designed to treat water and recover 
residual metals from copper heap leach solutions during closure.

Schlink continues to be an active member of SME. After fulfilling her 
duties as secretary/treasurer for the Southwestern New Mexico section, 
she joined the Young Leaders Committee. During her four years as a 
Young Leader, she participated in the Mentor Program and the Member 
Selection Committee, developed the Alumni Directory, organized the 
Technical Session and served as secretary. She assisted in the 2012 
MPD Student Poster Contest as a judge.
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Mines students 
showcased their 
research endeavors 
at the fourth annual 
U n d e rgra d u ate 
Research Sympos-
ium on April 2, with 
oral and poster 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s 
covering diverse 
topics ranging from 
the development of 
surrogate human 
heads for experiments involving shock 
waves to water reclamation to detecting 
astroparticles with a neutron monitor. 

Doug Wells, Ph.D., dean of graduate 
education and professor of the physics 
department, was the guest speaker at the 
evening award session, with his research 
entitled, “Photo-nuclear Isotope 
Production – My Little Tale of Obsession 
and Opportunity.”

Symposium highlights 
undergraduate research

South Dakota School of Mines & Technology researchers have successfully split water molecules 
during multiple thermochemical cycles at low temperatures, sparking hope that sustainable 
hydrogen energy will one day be feasible.

Rajesh Shende, Ph.D., and Jan Puszynski, Ph.D., of the Department of Chemical and Biological 
Engineering, have been awarded a $299,975 National Science Foundation (NSF) three-year 
grant to investigate a high-temperature thermochemical water splitting process. The ultimate 
goal is to exponentially double hydrogen atoms, creating a sustainable amount of hydrogen 
regeneration so that a new form of energy can be harvested.

Using thermally-stabilized redox materials, particularly ferrites, the SDSM&T team has 
documented reliable multiple-cycle results, says Shende.

Just two other U.S. locations, and possibly a third, are conducting similar research, according 
to Shende. One of the aspects that makes the South Dakota School of Mines & Technology 
experiments unique is that the group has successfully split water molecules during multiple 
cycles at significantly lower temperatures than other documented research efforts. While 
others have demonstrated thermochemical splitting of the water molecule at 800-1,500 
degrees Celsius, the SD School of Mines & Technology has documented higher hydrogen 
volume from water-splitting in multiple cycles at 700-1,100 degrees Celsius, which could 
potentially lead to a more affordable large-scale effort.

In addition, the School of Mines process is capable of performing water-splitting and material 
regeneration steps at the same temperature making the process thermally efficient. “In 
industry this will be more appealing,” says Shende, who is filing an invention disclosure and 
who has published his findings in scientific magazines.

Higher temperatures normally cause particles to grow so large that hydrogen levels drop, 
causing very little hydrogen regeneration. The SDSM&T experimental studies look to stabilize 
the hydrogen levels, enhancing knowledge of the physical and chemical processes involved 
in thermal stabilization of redox materials’ morphologies without deterioration of complex 
ferrites. “Others might be splitting water by other methods, but there has to be a lot of novelty 
to get funded,” says Shende, who built a fully instrumented reactor in his campus laboratory.

Their research was featured on the NSF’s Science360 News Service for Earth Day.

Generating sustainable 
hydrogen energy goal of 

splitting water molecules

New Society aims to improve 
the grad student experience

A new group has formed with the goal of 
improving the graduate student experience 
at the School of Mines. The Graduate Student 
Society (GSS) will serve as a platform for 
students to bond through common issues 
and provide updates on recent policies.

The group is open to graduate students in all 
majors and disciplines, as well as 
undergraduates who are prospective grad 
students.

Vinod Singh Amar, a Ph.D. student within the 
Department of Chemical and Biological 
Engineering, is a graduate student senator 
and president of the Society; Ramazan 
Alizadeh, a Ph.D. student within the 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, is vice president; and Anthony 
Kulesa, a master’s student within the 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, is secretary and treasurer. Doug 
Wells, Ph.D., dean of Graduate Education, is 
faculty advisor.

With a majority of graduate students involved 
in diverse fields of research at the university’s 
state-of-the-art facilities, the Society is 
organizing an in-depth safety workshop series 
in the fall. 

The group is also organizing a Graduate 
Research Expo during career fair day. 
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An MIT and Harvard Medical School research affiliate and world-
renowned pioneer in the emerging field of bio-art, Joe Davis revealed 
his newest installation, “Hidden Knowledge,” created in collaboration 
with Mines students, in April in the Apex Gallery on the School of 
Mines campus. 

Acclaimed filmmaker Peter Saskowsky accompanied Davis for a 
screening of his documentary about the artist, HEAVEN + EARTH + 
JOE DAVIS, which was followed by a Q&A with both men. 

Escaping tidy descriptor or simple explanation, Davis’ art, like the 
laboratories from which it springs, emerges at the vanishing point 
between experience and experiment. 

Ranging from placing a map of the Milky Way into the ear of a transgenic 
mouse (where the genes of one species are placed inside the cells of 
another) to transforming light information into sound in order to hear 
living cells, his artwork and research probes fields of molecular biology, 
bioinformatics, sculpture and space art, using diverse tools as 
centrifuges, radios, prosthetics and magnetic fields of genetic materials. 

Davis’ newest installation proved to be just as unorthodox. Partnering 
with Mines students, he stamped around 500 stones with the DNA 
sequence of the wild apple Malus sieversii – the first apple to ever 
exist. Until now, the wild apple’s DNA had never been sequenced, 
allowing Davis’ project to also serve as a test bed for next-generation 
nanopore DNA sequencing technology. After the exhibit ends, the 
stones will be transferred to the courtyard of the Chemical and 
Biological Engineering/Chemistry Building, a fitting tribute to the 
work unfolding within.

The School of Mines exhibit served as a prototype for a permanent, 
larger-scale installation at Harvard Medical School entitled “Shadow 
Garden,” which will be displayed in an atrium housing more than 
180,000 rocks, 46,000 of which will be stamped.

Deborah Mitchell, director of the Apex Gallery, seizing the opportunity 
to explore the nexus of science and art, invited Davis to the School 
of Mines to share his work. Mitchell is currently working on developing 
a visiting artist’s program to bring more such opportunities to campus.

A wild progenitor species of the domesticated apple, M. sieversii was 
initially dispersed via a historic trade route leading from Central Asia 
east to China and west to Europe. As trade declined over the last few 
centuries, this flow of apple germplasm slowed, ceasing completely 
in the 20th century as Central Asia became isolated for political reasons.

Global bio-artist to create, install exhibit at Mines
Though wild populations of the apple are scattered throughout a 
remote, mountainous region of the Tian Shan Mountains in Central 
Asia, until now the wild apple’s genome had never been sequenced 
– despite being a critical genetic resource for disease resistance, fruit 
quality and tree physiology in cultivated apples. 

While Davis underscores the scientific importance of understanding 
the M. sieversii genome, he also delights in the profoundly poetic 
nature of the project. Ancestral to all domestic cultivars, these 
progenitor apples evoke legends of Eden, calling to a mind the Tree 
of Knowledge – apropos for the institutions of higher learning, Harvard 
and the School of Mines, in which the exhibits will be housed.

Davis’ initial foray into bio-art dates back to the mid-1980s, when the 
first work of transgenic art was created. The piece, entitled Microvenus, 
was comprised of a strand of DNA encoded with the symbol of the 
Germanic rune for life inserted into an E. coli bacterium. It was not 
only an echo of human origins, it defined a new artistic medium.

His art has not gone unnoticed. In 2012 he won the Golden Nica Prix 
at Ars Electronica Hybrid Art for his piece Bacterial Radio. His exhibits 
have appeared around the world, most recently in Saudi Arabia, the 
Bauhaus in Germany, Rome and Paris. And articles in current issues 
of both Discover and ARTnews reveal that Davis’ compelling and often 
controversial work has enraptured scientists and artists alike, including 
filmmaker Saskowsky. 

Released in 2010 to international critical acclaim, Saskowsky’s HEAVEN 
+ EARTH + JOE DAVIS documents Davis’ drive to discover  
humanity’s place in the universe, tracing the achievements and 
sacrifices of his quest: a rebellious youth, near homelessness,  
losing his leg, abandonment by his wife and child and tenacious 
pursuit of an MIT  position.

Saskowsky is the founder and director of Serious Motion Pictures, a 
script-to-screen production company that produces documentary 
and narrative films, corporate communications and media for 
foundations and philanthropies.
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‘An Evening with Dunn’s 
Feminine Images’ serves  
as a prelude to a larger 
work that is scheduled to  
be finished by spring 2015. 

Harvey Dunn, South Dakota’s 
most famous artist, had his paintings 
displayed in an entirely new medium 
when “An Evening with Dunn’s 
Feminine Images” debuted on April 
10-11 in the Fishback Studio Theatre at 
the Performing Arts Center.

Dunn, who died in 1955 at age 
68, grew up on a homestead near 
Manchester. He attended SDSU and the 
Chicago Institute of Art.

The performances were multi-
dimensional in nature, layering the 
images and words of Dunn with poetry, 
music, dance, animation and theatrical 

lighting.
The production is a collaborative 

effort through the College of Arts and 
Sciences. It was created by a group of 
faculty members working together 
from the departments of English, 
theatre, music and visual arts. In 
addition, more than 50 SDSU students 
participated as musicians, dancers and 
actors.

Expanding Harmony Dance Studio 
and the South Dakota Art Museum, 
home to 110 of Dunn’s paintings, also 
were part of the collaborative process.

The Dunn paintings represented 
in the show were “The Prairie is My 
Garden,” “After the Blizzard,” “Woman 
Driving Oxen” and “Fixing Fence.”

“We want to give people a new 
way to see these important images 
because they have become so familiar 

Multimedia performances offer new perspectives  
on South Dakota artist Harvey Dunn

Dancers perform at the April 10 dress reheasal of “An Evening with Dunn’s Feminine Images” 
presented in the Fishback Studio Theatre at the SDSU Performing Arts Center.

continued on page 15
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Contribute to IMPACT State
Is there something or someone in your college, department 

or unit that our colleagues should know about? Is a long-time 
employee retiring? Has someone received an award or published 
a book? Is there an event coming up that the university 
community might want to attand? Is there a story that should be 
told? 

If so, send us a note at sdsu.news@sdstate.edu with 
the information and we’ll consider it for publication in an 
upcoming issue.

NASA’s chief sampling engineer for the Mars Curiosity mission, Louise Jandura was at Brookings High School on April 9 to speak to math/
engineering teacher Jane Syltie’s engineering class. Jandura was in Brookings at the invitation of SDSU’s Joint Engineering Council (a student 
group) and College of Engineering. She also made a public presentation at at the SDSU University Student Union. Associate Dean of Engineering 
Richard Reid, high school principal Paul Von Fischer and Syltie helped “engineer” the high school visit.

NASA engineer visits SDSU,  
speaks to Brookings High School class

One man’s experience as a 
humanitarian, warrior and leader will 
be the centerpiece of the 2013 Common 
Read at SDSU.

“The Heart 
and the Fist: The 
Education of a 
Humanitarian, the 
Making of a Navy 
SEAL” will be the 
book read on the 
SDSU campus 
and throughout 
the Brookings 
community during 

fall semester. 
In “The Heart and the Fist,” Eric 

Greitens tells his story as he progressed 
from Rhodes Scholar at the University 
of Oxford to humanitarian volunteer in 
Rwanda and Bosnia to Navy SEAL officer 
hunting al-Qaida terrorists in Iraq.

After four deployments, Greitens 
used his combat pay to found The 
Mission Continues, a national nonprofit 
organization that challenges veterans 
to serve and inspire in communities 
throughout America.

The Common Read will also have 
participation from Army and Air Force 

ROTC and the Veterans’ Affairs Office.
“This book is important because 

it will help veterans transitioning find 
a purpose again that they can dedicate 
themselves to,” said Brian Mahaffy, 
veteran affairs coordinator. “I believe 
this book will also help the community 
understand those who have given so 
much.”

“Its message points out that our 
education is not complete after high 
school and college,” Mahaffy said of “The 
Warrior’s Heart.” “Life experience can be 
some of the most rewarding education 
we receive.

Strength, compassion are messages of 2013 Common Read

Greitens
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The SDSU community celebrated a 
one-day exploration of global cultures in 
an atmosphere of cultural learning at the 
2013 Festival of Cultures on Friday, April 
5, at Frost Arena.

Sponsored by the Office of 
International Affairs and Outreach and 
the International Relations Council, 
the annual event is is designed to foster 
international engagement and connect 
to area high schools and and the larger 
community.

More than 500 students and scholars 
from 64 countries reside in the SDSU and 
larger Brookings community. Celebrating 
international connections is important for 
those who attend the festival and also for 
international presenters to understand the 
value they offer as cultural representatives.

 “The Festival of Cultures is an 
opportunity for people to walk into 
an event where there are a myriad of 
cultures on display,” said Greg Wymer, 
manager of international students and 
scholars at SDSU. “It truly gives SDSU an 
opportunity to showcase the diversity that 
makes this institution what it is.”

This year’s event was a multi-cultural, 
multi-sensory experience. Countries and 
cultures from across the world to within 
the Plains region set up displays and 
booths. In one corner, Dakota Stoneware 
displayed mugs, cookie jars, statues 
and figurines; visitors watched as the 

owner shaped and transformed clay into 
pottery. Across the arena, the Be Chinese 
for a Moment booth dressed visitors 
in traditional Chinese garb, selecting 
beaded headdresses, embroidered vests 
and colorful dresses for visitors to wear 
while a cameraman snapped keepsake 
photos. Over at the Henna Tattoo booths, 
colorfully dressed Indian artists left their 
marks on hundreds of visitors, creating 
unique designs on each person’s skin. 

Vendors offered a variety of 
international dishes. Diners sampled food 
from the Philippines, Germany, China 
and India and then quenched their thirst 
with Japanese soda and non-alcoholic 
strawberry daiquiris from the Spanish club.

“This was a great opportunity to try 
various savory and interesting cuisines. 
You could taste it all without having to 
hop on a plane,” said event coordinator.
Karla Bautista.

The fesival also featured international 
talent. A Sri Lankan dancer and a 
traditional Chinese dance troupe 
performed. The Black Student Association 
presented a step dance routine, bringing 
the entire audience to their feet to learn 
the moves.

“The Festival of Cultures is a great 
way to connect and highlight our 
international community,” said Kathleen 
Fairfax, Assistant Vice President of 
International Affairs and Outreach. 

“Giving our international community 
chances to share their cultures, then see 
the smiles on people’s faces lets them 
know they are valued.”

The Office of International Affairs 
sponsored an Amazing Race competition 
for attending high schools. Prior to the 
event, each high school was given a packet 
of study materials and had the chance to 
enter two teams. Each team raced around 
the arena to complete challenges such as 
identifying counties, recognizing flags 
and answering questions about different 
cultures. The winning team – from 
Vermillion High School – completed the 
Amazing Race in less than 13 minutes and 
was awarded $200 which they donated to 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

The Festival of Cultures is an 
opportunity for cross-disciplinary 
organizations to engage directly with 
high school students. The SDSU chapter 
of Engineers Without Borders displayed 
information about their mission and trips 
to Bolivia; Briggs Library had a booth 
with international literature. Programs 
for the festival featured fast facts about 
SDSU and other information to grab the 
attention of prospective students.

For more information on the 
Festival of Cultures and/or becoming 
a participating organization at next 
year’s event, please contact the Office of 
International Affairs at 605-688-4122.

‘Cultural Learning’ highlights Festival of Cultures

IMPACTInternational
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South Dakota State University 
scientists must develop varieties of wheat 
that can tolerate drought, according to 
molecular biologist Jai Rohila, assistant 
professor of biology and microbiology. 
That is the key to making agriculture 
sustainable in the face of climate change.

The SDSU spring wheat breeding 
program has never specifically tested its 
wheat varieties for drought tolerance, 
according to Karl Glover, associate 
professor of plant science. “We have 
material that seems to do well in a dry or 
hot year,” Glover said, but this could just 
be because the finishing time occurred 
before the hot conditions took hold. 

“At this stage, we are not well 
prepared for drought conditions in South 
Dakota,” Rohila said.

Through a two-year $60,000 grant 
from the U S. Agency for International 
Development, Rohila has taken the first 
step toward doing this. He has obtained 
drought and heat tolerant germplasm 
from Alexandria University in Egypt. 

“Egypt is growing wheat in drought 
conditions all the time,” Rohila said. 
For the project which began in 2011, 
he collaborates with his counterpart, 
Sanaa Milad of the biotechnology lab at 
Alexandria University. In recognition 
of Rohila’s work, he received the award 
for faculty engagement in international 
affairs at the SDSU 
Celebration of Faculty 
Excellence in February.

“The long-term 
goal is to discover the 
genes for drought and 
heat tolerance and use 
them in South Dakota 
wheat improvement 
program to make our 
wheat ready for dry or 
hot years” Rohila explained.

He and his team analyze the genetic 
makeup of the Egyptian germplasm and 
compare it to South Dakota wheat. Two 
graduate students and two undergraduate 
students are working on the project.

“We must identity the genes and 
utilize them for our wheat to make it grow 
better,” Rohila said. 

The process of discovering the genes 
includes looking at individual proteins 
that responsible for the function in a 
plant cell, Rohila explained. “All this crop 
improvement occurs because of different 

genes, proteins and 
chemicals interact 
inside the cell to 
provide it a function, 
like drought tolerance 
– it’s not about one 
gene alone.”

Rohila and his 
team have identified 
96 proteins scattered 
throughout the plant’s 

cells, he said “that are differentially 
expressed in the drought-tolerant wheat.” 
Now they must determine the effect that 
these proteins might have on the fitness of 

Molecular biologist works toward  
developing drought-tolerant wheat 

IMPACTResearch

South Dakota State University Assistant Professor Jai Rohila examines 
plants in the petri dish that have been regenerated from genetically 
transformed wheat cells. This protocol, which was perfected at SDSU, 
allows the molecular biologist to genetically modify a single cell of 
wheat and then develop a full plant from that particular cell.

continued on page 14

“What we are doing is 
making South Dakota capable  

of that type of research,  
so when the doors are opened, 

we are at the front…we can 
deliver the product.” 

                    — Jai Rohila 
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During the spring of 2011, Lake 
Poinsett homeowners were amazed at 
how easily waves destroyed their sandbag 
and concrete barricades, but SDSU Civil 
Engineering Professor Francis Ting was 
not. He has been studying the motion of 
breaking waves for nearly 25 years.

“Waves a couple of feet high can 
produce tremendous forces” Ting said. 
As a result, he explained, “agencies are 
willing to put resources into protecting 
the coastline.” In recognition of his 
work, Ting was named Distinguished 
Researcher and Scholar for the College of 
Engineering at the Celebration of Faculty 
Excellence last month.

Ting began analyzing waves as 
a postdoctoral research fellow at the 
University of Delaware Center for Applied 
Coastal Research in 1989. After coming 
to SDSU in 1995, he continued that 
collaboration through funding from the 
Office of Naval Research and the National 
Science Foundation. Since 2000, Ting has 
received more than $1 million to support 
his work.

“A flow pattern of a breaking wave 
has swirling motions like those in a 
tornado,” Ting said. His research seeks to 
answer fundamental questions about the 
form and changing flow of these waves 
and how they interact with the bottom 
and transport sediment.

This information will help 
transportation engineers estimate the 
physical impact of water on bridges, dams 
and highways, he explained. “The idea is 
eventually to predict what might happen 
when, for instance, a storm or weather 
system hits a coastline.”

Ting and his team do the 
experimental work, while researchers at 
the Delaware research center perform 
the computer simulations. His current 
National Science Foundation project can 
support two graduate students and two 
undergraduate students.

To create the waves in the fluid 
mechanics laboratory, Ting uses a 
Plexiglas tank called a flume that is the 
length of two school buses and holds 
4,500 gallons of water. The flume has a 
sloped bottom and a computer-controlled 
wave maker. As the mechanism moves, 
a laser illuminates tiny tracer particles 

in the water and a camera captures the 
motion of the waves. 

Over the last two decades, Ting has 
gone from studying the movement of a 
single wave to a series of recurring waves 
and then to different types of waves. 

“The basic equations of flow are 
well understood,” Ting said, “but they 
can’t be solved exactly.” Because of this, 
approximations must be made. When 
these are implemented in a computer 
program, sometimes something neglected 
which might seem to be minor can have a 
significant effect on the modeling results.

Experimental work makes sure 
that those processes are included in the 
simulation, Ting said. “If we don’t do this, 
we could have a pretty picture with no 
relation to reality.”

Predicting behavior of breaking 
waves is difficult. “The water’s surface is 
constantly changing and folding in on 
itself,” Ting said, “making understanding 
what’s going on challenging.” 

The challenge for Ting’s team is to 
get good quality data. “Waves breaking 
incorporate air into the water, which then 
reflects light and obscures the motion of 
the tracers,” he said. 

The team examines the wave’s size, 
speed, rotation and other properties of 
fluid motion. They must fully understand 

the action of the waves before they can 
begin considering issues such as erosion, 
Ting explained. “Sediment brings it to a 
new level of complexity.”

His work thus far has been in two 
dimensions, but in May 2012 Ting 
purchased a laser and camera system to 
conduct 3-D imaging. While the two-
dimensional system produced just one 
slide of the wave’s motion, the new system 
captures a 3-D image of the flow pattern.

Next, the team will analyze breaking 
waves, using glass beads that have the 
same density and size as sand particles, to 
see how turbulence generated by breaking 
waves moves them about.

Once researchers can understand 
fundamentally how turbulence picks up 
bottom sediment in one specific setting, 
Ting said, “we can apply these basic 
physical mechanisms to other scenarios.” 

Only then will simulation and 
modeling be able to help scientists 
predict how waves will affect a coastline, 
Ting explained. This research will help 
community planners determine how to 
use resources effectively to protect the 
coastline or repair the damage. 

Storms, such as Katrina and 
Superstorm Sandy, are catastrophic 
events, Ting said, “and unfortunately, they 
are becoming more common.”

Researcher examines motion of breaking waves

Using new imaging equipment, civil engineering professor Francis Ting, left, senior Matt Auch 
and graduate student Jedidiah Reimnitz, will examine the motion of waves in three dimensions. 
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One graduate and two undergraduate researchers from 
SDSU are presenting their work at international conferences 
this spring. 

Jason Augspurger, a junior in natural resource 
management from Columbus, Neb., and Mark Kaemingk, a 
doctoral candidate from Platte, will go to Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates. Junior Cole Krehbiel, a geographic information 
sciences major from Sioux Falls, is off to São Paulo, Brazil. Both 
undergraduates are in the SDSU honors program.

Augspurger and Kaemingk assessed how water levels 
affect the nutrient levels of West Long Lake and Pelican Lake 
in the Valentine National Wildlife Refuge in north central 
Nebraska. Krehbiel investigated observation of urban areas 
using satellite images.

How changing water levels affect fresh water lakes
 “We know more about how streams, rivers and reservoirs 

respond to water level fluctuations,” Kaemingk said, but 
relatively little about how this affects freshwater lakes.

West Long Lake has a wealth of underwater vegetation, 
while Pelican Lake has considerably less, Augspurger 
explained, due in part to the presence of common carp. These 
fish disturb the vegetation and indirectly reduce the water’s 
clarity and thus the amount of direct sunlight available to the 
submerged plants. This proved to be an important difference 
in the otherwise similar bodies of water.

Augspurger and Kaemingk looked at the levels of 
phosphorous, chlorophyll-a and zooplankton — tiny 
organisms that support larger aquatic organisms in the lakes. 
All of these are key components of the ecosystem, Kaemingk 
explained, “as they affect the food sources that support the fish 
community.”

The researchers compiled data from 1998, a high water 
year, and compared that with information gathered during low 
or moderate water levels from 2005 to 2011. 

Low water years resulted in higher nutrient levels, while 
lower nutrient levels occurred 
in the high water year, 
according to Augspurger. 
However, when comparing 
the nutrient levels in the two 
lakes, West Long Lake was 
more stable experiencing 
a less drastically increased 
nutrient levels than Pelican 
Lake, because “vegetation 
could buffer those nutrient 
fluctuations,” he explained.

This more stable, 
predictable environment 
results in a lake that could 
support a better sport fish 
population, Kaemingk 

explained. “Fewer abrupt changes translate to better habitat for 
fish populations.”

Next Augspurger would like to see what happens to 
nutrient levels in the lakes within a year rather than across 
years. “This research project gave me a better understanding 
of the ecological concepts as well as a firmer grasp on the 
scientific method and process,” he said.

In today’s world, getting research out to an international 
audience is relatively easy, explained their adviser, David 
Willis, professor and head of the natural resource management 
department. He said, “What stands out is the fact that Jason 
and Mark get to broaden their horizons” by going to Dubai 
for the Second Science One International Conference on 
Environmental Sciences in April.

Cutting through smog in satellite imaging
Krehbiel called his undergraduate research project, 

“the single most important thing I’ve done in college.” He 
works with Geoffrey Henebry, co-director of the Geographic 
Information Science Center of Excellence at SDSU.

Student researchers attend international conferences

Mark Kaemingk exhibits a bluegill 
caught at Pelican Lake in the 
Valentine National Wildlife Refuge. 

SDSU junior Jason Augspurger, left, and technician Donna Abler, collect 
physical measurements of West Long Lake in the Valentine National 
Wildlife Refuge in north central Nebraska. 

IMPACTStudents

continued on page 14
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Students from University Center are taking their work 
outside of the classroom and into the community. 

After months of preparation, SDSU’s Three Dimensional 
Design students have installed a collaborative sculpture at 
the Sioux Falls Design Center. An unveiling of the art project 
occurred on April 19, but the sculpture will remain in the Design 
Center space over the summer and into the fall.

Under the instruction of professor Liz Heeren, students 
developed and proposed an installation concept to Koch Hazard 
Architects and the Sioux Falls Design Center. The installation is 

a site-specific sculpture designed 
to complement the eco-friendly 
and multi-purpose features of the 
space while also transforming a 
normally overlooked area of the 
Design Center: the ceiling. 

This project represents a 
unique cooperative effort among a 
local business, a nonprofit group, 
and an academic institution, 
according to Heeren.

The Sioux Falls Design 
Center is a nonprofit space 
developed and organized by Koch 
Hazard Architects in Sioux Falls. 

The mission of the Sioux Falls Design Center is to inform and 
engage the public on the impact of design on our daily lives and 
our community. 

Architect Stacey McMahan originally approached Heeren 
about the possibility collaborating with a design class. After 
discussions between Heeren and McMahan, the idea was 
brought to the 3D Design class, and concepts began to surface.

Students found great inspiration in the Design Center space 
itself. Taking into consideration the purpose of the space and the 
architectural community it represents, the students began to take 
a closer look at local architectural resources that would resonate 
with the appearance of the Design Center. 

After meeting with environmental geologist and professor 
Jeanne Fromm, students began to develop prototypes inspired 
by the geometric configurations of Sioux quartzite, a common 
and frequently used resource in local construction projects. 
Though familiar to locals, Sioux quartzite is unique to the Sioux 
Falls region. 

The installation incorporates simplified and abstracted 
columns of quartzite, derived from the column-like features 
commonly seen at locations like Palisades State Park. 

The final design was assembled in a way that would 
celebrate the unique physical characteristics of quartzite while 
also providing viewers with a distinctly artistic interpretation of 
the surface qualities of the rock.

In order to complete the project, 17 students were divided 
into six teams that focused on various aspects of the installation, 
from prototype development, to engineering and installation, 
to publicity. Though each student created approximately 50 
column units, they also worked closely with team members to 
bring the project to the point of installation. 

Blake Conroy, SDSU Graphic Design major at University 
Center, acted as part of the Configuration Crew and Installation 
Crew. “It was a good experience working as a team. This was my 
first big, team installation. Everyone did their part, and it was a 
very successful project.” 

For more information, visit the Project White Rock Facebook 
page at: https://www.facebook.com/ProjectWhiteRock 

University Center students in Sioux Falls take their work  
into the community with collaborative sculpture project

University Center, Sioux Falls students (from left) Luisa Anderson, 
Liz Long and Blake Conroy touch up the installation at the Sioux Falls 
Design Center.  

Design students (from left) Ariel Skalla, Eric Hartman, Shanleigh 
LeTexier and Egban Gacke map out and design the installation. The 
students were working out how the various parts would interact/
relate in terms of scale and orientation. 

The project  
represents a  

unique cooperative 
effort among  

a local business,  
a nonprofit group,  
and an academic 

institution. 
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South Dakota State University and Red Cloud High School in 
Pine Ridge recently signed an agreement launching an educational 
mentoring program between SDSU faculty and Lakota high 
school students.

The mentoring program will allow Red Cloud juniors and 
seniors to interact with SDSU faculty members and create a bridge 
for their post high school education.

SDSU President David Chicoine traveled to Red Cloud High 
School Feb. 28 for the official signing ceremony with Red Cloud 
Superintendent Ted Hamilton.

Several people from the university joined President Chicoine 
during the visit, including Provost Laurie Nichols, Native 
American Student Adviser April Eastman, Director of Tribal 
Outreach Richard Meyers, Red Cloud alumnus and SDSU student 
Ernest Weston, and Extension staff members Donnette Bowman 
and Keith Ferguson.

Throughout the mentoring program, Red Cloud students will 
travel to SDSU to learn about campus, academic programs and 
experience the possibilities of college life.

“The partnership formally acknowledges a more meaningful 
relationship where Red Cloud teachers and SDSU faculty are 
able to work together toward the larger goal of facilitating higher 
education as a need for tribal students,” said Meyers, professor 
and program coordinator for American Indian Studies at SDSU. 
“Immediate plans will include Red Cloud students visiting SDSU 
this summer. Students will uncover the resources available to them 
through the American Indian Education and Cultural Center and 
other departments on campus.”

Throughout the program, SDSU faculty will also travel to Red 
Cloud High School to further their knowledge of the students’ 
learning needs and environment. Both institutions want to create a 
seamless transition for Red Cloud High School students to college. 
Red Cloud faculty members will work closely with SDSU ensuring 
the progression of their students.

“SDSU will be interacting with some of the best students 
from the Pine Ridge area and showing them the resources 

and opportunities available at a university,” said Weston, who 
graduated from Red Cloud High School in 2012 with 46 
classmates.

“My future and my goals influenced me to further my 
education at SDSU because I wanted to attend a university that 
had lots of opportunities and SDSU just happened to be a good 
fit for me,” said Weston. He plans to graduate from SDSU in May 
2016 with an undergraduate degree in political science.

He believes the mentorship will be a win-win situation for 
both institutions. “The program will truly make a large impact 
on the college decision of Red Cloud High School juniors and 
seniors,” said Weston. “It’s a way to bring more Native American 
students to SDSU, and is a great way to diversify campus.”

IMPACTCommunity
SDSU, Red Cloud High School 
announce mentoring partnership 

On hand for the signing of the agreement were, from the left, SDSU 
President David Chicoine, Red Cloud High School Superintendent Ted 
Hamilton, SDSU Provost Laurie Nichols and Father George Winzenburg, 
president of Red Cloud High School.

Nearly Nearly 150 tribal leaders, 
college educators, students and student 
affairs practitioners from across the 
region gathered at SDSU on April 8 for 
a symposium designed to recognize the 
cultural diversity of Native American 
students while helping them navigate in the 
world of higher education.

“Merging Academic and Moccasined 
Pathways: Suppor ting Native Students 

in Non-Indigenous Institutions of Higher 
Education” welcomed students, faculty 
and counselors from throughout the South 
Dakota Board of Regents system as well as 
tribal education leaders and professionals 
from throughout the region.

It was very successful and we’re 
looking forward to next year” said Jaime 
Nolan Andrino, chief diversity officer and 
director of SDSU’s Office of Diversity, 

Equity and Community. “We’re seeking 
culturally relevant ways of working with 
Native American students so they’re able to 
navigate the complex university system.”  

She said universities need to look 
at students as young people who bring 
with them life experiences that must be 
acknowledged and embraced  in order to 
meet their needs in the best ways possible.

Symposium explores services for Native American students

continued on page 15
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Graduate students assist Harvest Table
Doubling a batch of goulash is simple, but making enough 

to feed 165 people is a more daunting task, one that faces those 
who prepare nutritious, healthy meals at the Harvest Table in 
Brookings.  

SDSU graduate students in the Transdisciplinary Obesity 
Prevention program are helping the nonprofit organization, 
which serves no-cost meals each Monday in the basement of 
the First United Methodist Church’s Community Life Center.

Learning through community engagement is one of the 
unique aspects of the program, according to Jessica Meendering, 
assistant professor of health and nutritional sciences.  

As principal investigator, she leads 
the SDSU team that collaborates with 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to 
offer this graduate certification program, 
which is supported by a five-year $4.1 
million grant from the Agriculture and 
Food Research Initiative through the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.  

Associate professor Elizabeth Droke 
of the health and nutritional sciences 
department supervises the three students 
who, after helping prepare and serve 
a meal, met with the organizers of the 
Harvest Table to determine their needs 
and evaluate how they could put their 
educational backgrounds and coursework 
to good use in the community by helping the Harvest Table.

“This experience makes the students aware of the situation 
of food insecurity for people in the community,” explained 
Vonda Kirkham, director of the Harvest Table.  

“The goal is for students to be able to take innovative 
research practices into the communities,” Meendering said, 
“bringing people together to work towards one common goal 
-- to solve a problem.”  

One of the biggest challenges at the Harvest Table was 
how to take a normal recipe and convert it to feed 150 to 175 
people, Droke explained.  In addition, the student to found 
more healthy recipes that Kirkham and the volunteers can use.  

The group is compiling a notebook of resources organized 
into four sections -- scheduling, food safety, menu ideas with 
quantity resources and leftover handling.

Kirkham said the notebook with recipes will be helpful.  
“It helps with a lot questions I have to answer,” she said.  
Though some groups sign up on a regular basis, the volunteers 
are often not the same people each time. 

“This is a good way for us as a 
department and a program to get 
connected with the community,” Droke 
said. 

 “Students in the transdisciplinary 
childhood obesity graduate certificate 
program get a lot of real-world experience 
working in teams with people from other 
disciplines,” explained Meendering.  
Realizing the value of collaboration among 
disciplines early in their careers makes the 
students more effective professionals.  

The collaborative program brings 
together experts in nutrition, exercise 
science and physical activity, early 
childhood education, statistics, nursing, 

family development and counseling.
Others on the SDSU team are Extension associate and 

grant coordinator Becky Jensen, professor Kendra Kattelmann 
and former assistant professor Teresa Kemmer  of health 
and nutritional sciences, associate professor Howard Wey 
of nursing, Suzanne Stluka, coordinator of the Expanded 
Food and Nutrition Education Program, and Mary Bowne of 
Teaching, Learning, and Leadership. 

As part of their service learning project, from left, Gina Clark, Luyen Phan, Jessica Muñoz, Murphy Dods, Jim McLain, and Karly Maxwell from the 
SDSU Global Studies Capstone class, are ready to serve the meal they’ve prepared at the Harvest Table on Monday, April 15.  To help the nonprofit 
organization, graduate students in the Transdisciplinary Obesity Prevention certification program are developing a notebook of resources about 
scheduling, food safety, menu ideas with quantity resources and leftover handling.

“The goal is for students  
to be able to take innovative 

research practices  
into the communities,  

bringing people together  
to work towards one common 
goal – to solve a problem.”

—Jessica Meendering
assistant professor  
of health and nutritional sciences
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Professor John Walker has reached 
the finish line of a five-year marathon.

In February 2008, Walker presented 
his first recital in a series of performances 
that would take him through all 32 of 
Ludwig van Beethoven’s piano sonatas. 

Walker presented his final programs  
on March 25, in the Performing Arts 
Center on the SDSU campus, and on 
April 12, at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
in Sioux Falls. 

Tackling all of Beethoven’s piano 
sonatas has a special meaning for pianists. 
David Reynolds, head of the SDSU Music 
Department, provides some context: “This 
type of feat is the equivalent of reaching 
the peak of Everest for a mountain 
climber or reading the complete Churchill 
for a historian.”

“I have learned so much about the 
compositional interconnections among 
works written throughout Beethoven’s 
lifetime: recurring motives and patterns, 
how his expressive strategies changed 
over time, favorite special effects 
such as music box effects or dramatic 
explosions,” Walker said after his April 12 
performance. “I see so much more now in 
these sonatas, and all other music that I 
play for that matter, and feel much better 
equipped to pass along my insights to my 
students.”

According to Walker, memorizing 
and playing the entire catalog of 32 
sonatas is more commonplace now than it 
was 50 years ago.

“It’s not uncommon, but it’s not 
very easy,” Walker said. “For me, it’s an 
enormous undertaking.” He said he 
can’t recall anyone else in South Dakota 
accomplishing the feat in recent history.

Memorization skills honed
For anyone who has ever struggled 

to recall their Social Security number or 
found themselves in the grocery store 
unable to remember what they need, 
Walker’s feat of memorization seems 
legendary. 

For each concert, Walker memorizes 
60 to 90 minutes worth of music. When 

he played the final note of the last sonata, 
he had successfully memorized more than 
13 hours worth of Classical music.

“I am extremely pleased with my 
performances,” Walker said. “None were 
close to perfect, but I believe they became 
better and more distinctive – and more 
interesting – as the series progressed.” 

During his quest, Walker played 
two concerts per year. That schedule was 
dictated by the fact that it took him six 
months to get ready for a performance. 

“I’ve learned to memorize faster 
and better,” said Walker, who starts the 
memorization process the first time he 
plays through a sonata.

A piano sonata often has three or 
four movements.

“Beethoven’s are long and serious, 
like a symphony,” Walker said, “and some 
of his are short and playful. They add up 
to a very satisfying whole artwork.”

His five-year journey has given 
Walker a fuller understanding of 
Beethoven’s work. Throughout the cycle of 
sonatas, he has seen themes repeated.

“He has a way of working that you 
never catch if you play them here or 
there,” Walker said. “They represent all his 

changing styles throughout his career.”
Asked to name his favorite sonata, 

Walker’s answer is short and emphatic: 
“No way!”

Ask about his least favorite and 
he’s more forthcoming. It’s No. 29, “The 
Hammerklavier,” the longest and hardest 
of the sonatas.

“It has a 15-page fugue that’s one of 
the worst things to memorize and play,” 
Walker said. “Most people don’t care to 
listen to it, either. It’s a tough one to enjoy.”

Fittingly, Beethoven’s final sonata, 
No. 32 in C minor, Op 111, was in the 
final program along with sonatas No. 24 
in F-sharp major, Op 28; and No. 27 in E 
minor, Op. 90. 

Still likes Beethoven 
For Walker, familiarity has not bred 

contempt. After five years with Beethoven, 
he’s still a fan.

“I wondered if I would get sick of 
Beethoven. I haven’t at all,” Walker said. 
“I like him better and better. I feel like I’ve 
really gotten to know him.”

So what’s next? 
“Time to do something different,” he 

said, “like compose.”

IMPACTArts
April 12 marks Walker’s last sonata

Music prof completes five-year cycle of Beethoven performances

SDSU Music Professor John Walker practices for his final concerts when he completed his cycle 
of memorizing and performing all 32 of Ludwig van Beethoven’s piano sonatas. 
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IMPACTStewardship

Larson Manufacturing makes another commitment to SDSU facility
Larson Manufacturing announced Wednesday 

that it has pledged $1 million toward the 
construction of the Indoor Practice and Human 
Performance Center at SDSU, a commitment that 
adds to a leading donor position previously in place 
from the Larson family.

With Larson Manufacturing’s commitment, 
a total of $29 million has now been raised toward 
the $32 million goal, said Justin Sell, director of 
athletics at SDSU.

“As a leading employer in Brookings, we 

recognize the importance of investing in projects 
that add to the city’s vitality,” said Jeff Rief, 
president and CEO of Larson Manufacturing. “We 
are convinced that this facility is a game-changer 
for SDSU and the city of Brookings because it will 
be a one-of-a-kind center for this region.”

Sell said the gifts from the Larson family 
provided important momentum for the project. 
The company’s $1 million gift now puts SDSU at 
90 percent of its overall goal. “We would not be 
at this point without the personal commitment of 

the Larson family and the generosity of Larson 
Manufacturing,” Sell said.

Construction on the 161,500-square-foot 
Indoor Practice and Human Performance Center 
will begin this summer, assuming the fundraising 
goal is met. The state Legislature authorized the 
project during the 2013 session. All of the funding 
for the project comes from private sources.

Larson Manufacturing is the largest 
manufacturer of storm doors and storm windows 
in the United States. 

First Bank & Trust has pledged $1 million in support of the 
Indoor Practice and Human Performance Center at South Dakota 
State University. The gift puts SDSU significantly closer to the 
project’s $32 million goal.

“First Bank & Trust certainly considers this an important 
investment in SDSU athletics,” bank President Kevin Tetzlaff said. 
“We are equally excited about the impact on our community 
by having such a distinct facility that will be a destination for 
student-athletes throughout the region. We are pleased to be a 
part of making this a reality.”

With First Bank & Trust’s commitment, $28 million has now 
been raised from more than 400 donors.

“We are fortunate to have a great partner like First Bank & 
Trust step forward once again,” said Justin Sell, SDSU’s Director 
of Athletics. “The bank and the Fishback family have a long 
relationship with athletics and the university as a whole. We are 
sprinting toward the finish of an unprecedented fundraising 
effort, and First Bank & Trust has given us enormous momentum 
as we head down the stretch.”

If fundraising goals are reached, construction will begin this 
summer on the 161,500-square-foot complex directly north of 
Coughlin-Alumni Stadium. The facility could be occupied by late 
fall 2014.

The indoor practice and human performance facility has 
been a long-identified need at SDSU. It is a major component in 
the 2025 Master Plan for athletics.

The complex will include an eight-lane, 300-meter indoor 
track, with a pole vault, long jump, triple jump and throwing 
areas. It also features 100 yards of artificial turf and a clear-span 
ceiling 65 feet high.

The indoor practice facility will be the largest privately funded 
building of It Starts with STATE: A Campaign for South Dakota 
State University. The six-year campaign surpassed its $200 million 
goal in August 2012. By Dec. 31, 2012, the campaign had received 
$224.8 million in gifts and pledges. The campaign will conclude 
April 24, with on-campus celebrations scheduled for April 25-26.

First Bank & Trust commits 
$1 million to build Indoor Practice 
and Human Performance Center

The total amount raised through It Starts with STATE: A Campaign for 
South Dakota State University will be unveiled at a campus-wide rally 
Friday, April 26, outside the University Student Union. The rally begins 
at 11:30 a.m., with a formal announcement at noon.

The event will include giveaways of T-shirts and $1,000 in gift cards 
from the Bookstore, along with a live performance by the band Amos 
Slade and free SDSU ice cream.

The six-year campaign had an original goal of $190 million; the goal 
was later increased to $200 million in October 2010. By the end of 
2012, the total of gifts and pledges reached $224 million. It Starts 
with STATE is the largest higher-education fundraising campaign in 
South Dakota history. 

For details on the rally, go to www.itstartswithstate.org.
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As construction continues to change 
the look and feel of South Dakota State 
University, leaders at State are looking to 
add public art to campus. To help with 
that task, the South Dakota Art Museum 
and University Campus Planning 
and Design Committee brought in a 
professional – Porter Arneill.

Arneill met with various groups at 
SDSU to discuss the inclusion of public 
art on campus, aid in the selection of 
an artist to create a piece for SDSU and 
suggest methods to help SDSU begin 
its collection of public art.

“Arneill came highly 
recommended as a consultant, and I 
am confident in his ability to educate 
the campus about the benefits of 
building a strong collection that 
reflects the educational mission of the 
university,” said Lynn Verschoor of the 
South Dakota Art Museum.

When it comes to measuring the 
importance of public art, Arneill and 
Verschoor both point to the words 
of James Smith, senior adviser to the 
president of the J. Paul Getty Trust: 
“When we treat arts and culture as a 
source of human or social or creative 
capital, we are admittedly adopting 
the language of economics, though not 
necessarily that of market transactions. 
We are beginning to consider our 
culture for what it is: a store of value, a 
resource to build upon, to draw upon, 
and to work to preserve. As capital, it is 
something of which we are all trustees.”

After receiving his undergraduate 
degree in fine art from the University 
of Colorado and his master’s degree 
from the Massachusetts College of 
Art in Boston, Arneill worked as an 
adjunct curator at Laumeier Sculpture 
Park and Museum in St. Louis, Mo. He 
currently serves as the director, public 
art administrator and staff liaison 
for the Kansas City Municipal Art 
Commission.

While arts administration today 
is a growing field with a range of 
professional degree options, Arneill 
considers himself and others of his age 

and profession to be more “accidental 
arts administrators,” as many of them 
began as artists and gradually found 
themselves working more as art 
liaisons working every where from 
museums to municipal government.

“Those were the days of ‘trial by 
fire’ and we’ve learned a great deal over 
the years,” said Arneill.

Arneill has given his support to 
several local art programs in Kansas 
City. He is the supervisor of Kansas 
City’s 1 percent for public art program 
and serves as the city liaison to the 
Art in the Loop foundation, a public/
private program that engages artists 
to integrate art in the public realm. 
He also helps to coordinate Avenue of 
the Arts, a public/private partnership 
program that commissions regional 
artists to install temporary public 
artworks in downtown Kansas City 
to support urban revitalization and 
provide a hands-on opportunity for 
artists to create public art.

“Over the past 125 years or so 
in the U.S., art, culture and design 
have been significant factors in the 
development of our civic and social 
infrastructure,” said Arneill. “I hope to 
help ‘demystify’ the field of public art.”

IMPACTPeople
Consultant hopes to ‘demystify’ public art

Porter Arneill, supervisor of Kansas City’s 
1 percent for public art program and city 
liaison to the Art in the Loop foundation, came 
to campus in early April to consult on the 
inclusion of public art on the SDSU campus. 
He also made a public presentation at the 
University Student Union.

Professor advises on 
agriculture statistics

When the “fact-finders of agriculture” 
need advice, one of the people they turn to is 
an SDSU professor of agricultural economics. 

Larry Janssen is starting a second 
two-year term with the Advisory Committee 
on Agriculture Statistics that advises the 

Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. 

“We’re extensive 
users of NASS data, 
especially in terms of our 
research,” said Janssen, 
whose areas of study 
include rural land markets, 

agricultural finance, international agriculture 
trends and agricultural policies.

Janssen is an academic member of the 
22-member committee which usually meets 
once a year. Other members come from 
consumer groups, farm organizations and 
American Indian tribes. Their task is to advise 
NASS on the scope, content and timing of 
surveys and the every-five-year Census of 
Agriculture.

Janssen’s service is a homecoming 
of sorts — as a student at the University of 
Nebraska he spent two years during college 
and three summers working for NASS.

As a student, he worked on objective 
yield surveys of crops, taking a variety of 
measurements in selected fields to estimate 
yields before crop maturity occurred. Findings 
in the field were supplemented by questions 
asked of farmers. 

“It was an effort to put more science in 
the estimating process,” Jenssen said. “I’m 
sure it’s been greatly refined since then.”

A typical advisory committee meeting 
lasting two days includes about a half day in 
which the committee gets a detailed update on 
about the full range of NASS surveys. At one 
point committee members will be presented 
with a range of programs that may need 
surveys and be asked to prioritize them.

The committee’s last meeting in 
Washington, D.C., coincided with the release 
of USDA’s acreage intension reports detailing 
the acreage estimated to be planted for major 
crops, a key benchmark for commodities 
markets. 

“It did move the markets that particular 
day,” Janssen said. 

Unfortunately for Janssen and his 
colleagues, advisory committees aren’t 
immune to the budget woes in Washington. 
Instead of gathering for their next meeting, the 
committee will have a teleconference. 

“For all the different topics they go 
through,” Janssen said, “it certainly won’t 
replace meetings.”

Janssen
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 The South Dakota State University 
Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication honored three new 
distinguished alumni during its annual 
Spring Journalism Awards Banquet on 
April 10. 

The evening honored scholarship 
winners and award winners in addition 
to distinguished alumni. 

Each year since 1985, by a vote 
of the department faculty, one or 
more individuals have been selected 
for this honor. The award recognizes 
outstanding contributions to 
journalism and mass communication. 

This year, the department recognized: 
•	  Jim Wigley ’69, owner, A P 

Graph Inc., Bloomington, Minn.

•	 Tim Shank ’77, video and 
film editor, Sony Pictures 
Entertainment, Culver City, Calif.

•	 Teresa L. Jackson ’94, partner/
account services manager, 
HenkinSchultz, Sioux Falls.

Jim Wigley ’69
Jim Wigley graduated from Lake 

Crystal, Minn., High School in 1965 
and from SDSU in 1969 with a printing 

management 
major. As with 
many male 
grads of that 
era, Wigley 
spent the next 
six years on 
active duty in 
the U.S. Army. 
After that, he 
devoted most 
of his career 
in the printing 

business as a manufacturer’s rep and in 
supply distribution. 

Wigley also served 19 more years 
in the Army Reserve and retired as a 
lieutenant colonel. 

He worked for two major 
international corporations until 2003, 
when he and three others formed a 
partnership in A P Graph Inc., an 
independent distributorship. 

Tim Shank ’77
Tim Shank started his career at 

South Dakota Public Broadcasting. He 
then worked in broadcast operations in 

San Francisco, 
Chicago and 
Orlando, Fla., 
before ending 
up in Public 
Broadcasting 
at the Orlando 
PBS station. At 
the Universal 
Studios-based 
post-production 
company, he was 
an event and 

pilot editor at Walt Disney World. From 
1991–94, he was an editor on the CBS 
drama “In The Heat Of The Night.” 

At Time-Warner, he worked on 
an early interactive cable television 
experiment, and on Web-based video 
programming. Today, Shank is in 
Los Angeles at Sony Pictures where 
he helps market 20 to 25 films a year 
and project manages work on post-
production facilities for Sony.

Teresa Jackson ’94
Teresa Jackson is a 19-year veteran 

of helping clients establish and maintain 
their brand. Her major at SDSU in 

journalism 
and minor in 
graphic design 
have given her a 
great insight in 
creating brand 
messaging. 

Having 
been a media 
buyer and 
an account 
executive, 
her role now 

as account supervisor and partner of 
HenkinSchultz Creative Services is not 
just one of having the experience to help 
reach the expectations of each client, but 
also in mentoring young professionals 
with her style, courteousness, her energy 
and passion for her work.

IMPACTPeople

After five years as head of the 
department of civil and environmental 
engineering at SDSU, Bruce Berdanier is 

going up and out.
The Rhode 

Island native is 
trading the plains of 
the Upper Midwest 
for the Connecticut 
seashores. He 
will leave SDSU in 
mid-May to become 
dean of the School of 
Engineering at Fairfield 
University in Fairfield, 
Conn. on July 1.

Lew Brown, dean of the SDSU College 
of Engineering, has appointed Nadim Wehbe 
as interim department head.

Wehbe, in his 16th year at SDSU, 
oversees the Jerome Lohr Structures Lab 
in the civil and environmental engineering 
department and in 2012 was honored by the 
American Concrete Institute as a fellow of 
the institute, a recognition bestowed to less 
than 4 percent of the trade group’s members. 
The Lebanon native also directs a University 
Transportation Center.

Berdanier leaves a department that has 
made impressive strides, Brown said. He 
particularly notes physical improvements 
made within Crothers Engineering Hall.

With completion of Daktronics 
Engineering Hall, space was freed up for 
expansion of the civil engineering facilities. 
In January, students began using the Geotek 
Classroom, financed by Geotek Engineering 
owner Ralph Linder. The 65-student 
classroom is the “workhorse classroom 
that all of our students will pass through,” 
Berdanier said. 

The capstone design lab, financed by 
Banner Associates, opened to students when 
they returned from spring break in March. 
It is dedicated space for seniors taking 
the capstone design class and mimics an 
engineering office. “Students work as teams 
to complete a year-long feasibility study and 
detailed engineering design in a modern 
collaborative office space,” said Berdanier, 
noting that a recent tour by the Banner board 
of directors left the group in awe when they 
saw what they had created.

“It’s a project I started talking about 
with staff in 2008 and we’re thankful Banner 
stepped forward,” he said.

Berdanier leaving to be
engineering dean in Conn.

Berdanier

Jackson

SDSU Journalism alums recognized 

Shank

Wigley
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individual wheat cells. 
“The cell is the center point of any 

function; if we can improve the fitness of 
a cell, we will improve the plant,” Rohila 
said.

 In South Dakota wheat, drought 
and heat can make the chloroplasts 
disintegrate and the mitochondria 
collapse, he explained. Rohila and his 
team will examine the proteins that 
act within the chloroplast cells in the 
Egyptian germplasm, for instance, and try 
to transfer the characteristics to those cells 
in South Dakota wheat. 

Genetic engineering of wheat in the 
United States has been limited to research 
alone, Rohila explained. No genetically 
modified wheat exists commercially 
in this country, but he said, “private 

companies are struggling to make this.” 
Researchers in Australia have done 
significant work in this area but have not 
yet released a variety which can grow in 
the United States.

Nearly 85 percent of the corn and 
91 percent of soybeans grown in the 
United States are genetically modified, 
according to the Center for Food Safety. 
These modifications can help crops resist 
disease and pests and tolerate challenging 
environmental conditions, including 
drought. The ultimate goal is to secure 
food for the world’s growing population. 

 “What we are doing is making South 
Dakota capable of that type of research, so 
when the doors are opened, we are at the 
front…we can deliver the product,” Rohila 
said. “If we do not start now, we will lag 
behind in the game.”

This year Rohila and Glover 
applied for new funding from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to continue 
their work. Once Rohila identifies the 
genes and proteins with significant 
influence on the drought resistance, 
Glover will cross the Egyptian germplasm 
with South Dakota wheat varieties and 

then screen for those functional gene and 
protein markers. 

“By doing that,” Glover said, “I 
can create germplasm that should be 
theoretically as resistant to drought as 
what he’s identified – developed in and for 
South Dakota.”

Molecular biologist 
works toward 
developing drought-
tolerant wheat
continued from page 4

“Motivated undergraduate students 
can do cutting-edge research and that’s 
what he’s doing,” Henebry said. 

Observing urban areas presents a 
challenge because, like clouds, smog 
and haze interfere with a clear view of 
the surface, Krehbiel explained. These 
visibility problems can be compared 
to the challenges of driving in a South 
Dakota blizzard, Henebry said.

To overcome these challenges, 
Krehbiel investigated using a narrow 
band of invisible light that falls between 
the visible and thermal wavelengths 
called the middle infrared spectral 
region or MIR. Not much work has 
been done on using these wavelengths 
which can penetrate smog and cloud, 
for urban remote sensing although they 
are used extensively to monitor the 
composition of the atmosphere.

“This region contains useful 
information for looking at urban 
areas due to the spectral properties 
of building materials in contrast with 
green vegetation,” Krehbiel said. Built 
environments, composed of asphalt, 
concrete and roofing materials, 
appear bright in the MIR, while green 
vegetation, bodies of water and snow 
appear dark. “We are exploring how this 
spectral contrast changes seasonally,” 
explains Henebry.

To evaluate this, Krehbiel 
downloaded and processed a year’s 
worth of NASA satellite images for 2010 
focusing on the MIR band width. He 
then compared the results with satellite 
data from 2006 that identified the 

percentage of impervious surface area in 
the three cities he studied -- Sioux Falls, 
Omaha and Minneapolis. 

 “These longer wavelengths give you 
a different viewpoint,” Krehbiel said. 
Once he figured out all the dynamic 
variables, he said, “I was able to account 
for the variables and create composite 
MIR imagery useful for monitoring 
change and variation in urbanized 
environments.”

Although the MIR band images 
have less detail than those using visible 
wavelengths because each pixel covers a 
larger area—1 kilometer as opposed to 
30 meters in Landsat imagery, the trade-
off is worth it, he explained. All this 
translates to the potential to track more 
clearly changes in megacities, like Los 
Angeles, Beijing and Mexico City, which 
are plagued by air pollution.

Krehbiel will present his findings 
at the Joint Urban Remote Sensing 
Conference on April 23. “I have gained so 
much experience, knowledge and insight,” 
he said. 

Both Krehbiel and Augspurger will 
continue their research work as part of 
the SDSU honors program.

Student researchers attend 
international conferences
continued from page 6

Cole Krehbiel, a geographic information 
sciences major, reviews satellite data.

Graduate student Manali Shirke prepares 
the immature embryos for her wheat-
transformation experiments, as part of the 
effort to develop drought-tolerant lines for 
South Dakota farmers.
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that unfortunately they sometimes 
are taken for granted,” said English 
department instructor Darla Bielfeldt 
during a panel discussion March 25 at 
the University Student Union.

“More importantly, however, is 
that it will capture a portrait of the 
homesteaders’ experiences and give 
insight into the man, Harvey Dunn, 
and his thoughts on art and life.”

The paintings were projected on 
a screen. Moments later, the audience 
heard voiced-over poems and music 
on a soundtrack that correlated to each 
painting. Music for the presentation 
was composed by assistant professor 
Aaron Ragsdale.

Bielfeldt wrote the poems and 
selected some of Dunn’s own quotes 
on art to incorporate into the show. 
His quotes like “It’s full of mystery as 
it should be” and “If you’re going to 
make an illustration, you must take 
poetry and song into it” were written 
down in 1934 by one of his studio art 
students. Selections of Dunn’s quotes, 
as compiled in the book “An Evening 
in the Classroom,” were recorded by 
SDSU theater students for use in the 
performances.

Animation techniques brought 
the paintings to life, too. For example, 
in “The Prairie is My Garden” clouds 
appeared to be moving, and light snow 

continued to fall in “After the Blizzard.”
During the music and poetry 

soundtracks, choreographed dances 
depicted parts of the paintings. In 
“The Prairie is My Garden” the dancers 
stretched out their arms to resemble 
the mother holding scissors away from 
her body. And their dance costumes 
were designed with images of prairie 
grass.

“The performances are theatrical 
shows,” said Bielfeldt. “Through the 
collaborative efforts we capture the 
emotions of each painting through 
poetry, dance, music and animation.

“An Evening with Dunn’s Feminine 
Images” serves as a prelude to a larger 
work that is scheduled to be finished 
by spring 2015. Eight more Dunn 
paintings will be featured with the 
intention of taking the presentation on 
the road to other universities so they 
will have a roadmap for creating their 
own artistic collaborations.

“It’s our goal to present an evening 
that will allow audiences to engage 
Dunn’s artwork like never before,” 
said Bielfeldt. “We want to show how 
we collaborated and worked across 
disciplines to create a new art form and 
are looking forward to taking our show 
on the road.”

(See page 16 for more on the Harvey 
Dunn collaborative project.)

Multimedia performances offer new
perspectives on South Dakota artist Harvey Dunn
continued from page 1

“The Prairie is my Garden,” perhaps Dunn’s most famous painting, is among the four works that 
inspire and inform “An Evening with Dunn’s Feminine Images.”

The symposium was organized 
by Charlotte Davidson, director of the 
American Indian Education and Cultural 
Center at State. 

“Most often, non-indigenous 
universities neither acknowledge the 
cultural autonomy of native students 
nor recognize that they are citizens of 
sovereign nations,” Davidson said. “The 
difficult work that native scholars and 
practitioners are often charged with is 
providing native students with the tools 
necessary to harmonize cultural identity 
with academic identity.” 

The event also included presentation 
of American Indian Student Services 
Awards of Distinction to emerging 
scholars and outstanding allies of Native 
Americans.

“It’s impor tant to recognize allies of 
the native community who come from a 
place of having a pro-indigenous stance 
for the work we do,” Davidson said.

Transformational Scholarship  
& Leadership Award

Jamie Singson
Jennifer McCann
Robin Minthorn
Richard Meyers
Irvin Harrison

Peer Educator Award
Shelby Thompson
Jacqui White
Bobbi White
Lea Puckett

Emerging Scholar Award
Ernest Weston 

Outstanding Professional  
Excellence Award

April Eastman
Matt LaCompte
Kellyn James

Outstanding Ally Award
The Tiospaye Council

According to Nolan-Andrino, the 
symposium will serve as a model for 
fostering a welcoming atmosphere on 
campus. 

““It’s par t of a larger vision for 
building inclusive communities at SDSU,” 
she said. “It has implications for how we 
work with other diverse communities.”

Symposium explores 
Native American 
student services
continued from page 8
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by Dennis Papini

(The following ran, in slightly different form, as an op-ed in the 
Sioux Falls Argus Leader on April 6, 2013) 

“Breaking down silos” is a term you hear on almost 
every college campus. That may sound a little scary in an 
agricultural state like South Dakota. In fact, it’s academic 

shorthand for bringing together 
scholars from across departments 
and disciplines to get a range of 
perspectives in order to address 
a problem or implement an 
initiative. We’ve all heard the quote 
(attributed to Aristotle) that, “The 
whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts.” In my experience that’s 
pretty much true.

I’ve been around academia 
for a while and have had the good 
fortune to spend most of my time 
at institutions like South Dakota 

State University. While we’re the largest university in the 
state, we’re also one of the smaller land-grant and research 
institutions in the country. If you equate larger size with 
greater quality, that could lead you to something like an 
academic inferiority complex. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth.

By now you might be asking, “Who is Harvey Dunn 
and where does he fit in all of this?”

Dunn was a painter, born on a farm near Manchester, 
who attended SDSU for a year back in 1901-02. While 
he eventually settled on the East Coast and worked as an 
illustrator for popular magazines in the early part of the 
20th century, he’s best known for his paintings depicting 
life on the South Dakota prairie. In 1950, he donated 42 
of them to SDSU, forming the basis of the Harvey Dunn 
collection that now contains more than a hundred of his 
works and resides at the South Dakota Art Museum on the 
SDSU campus.

Dunn died in 1952, but in a very real sense he’s 
an active collaborator today in a multi-disciplinary, 
multimedia project the first part of which was presented 
as “An Evening with Dunn’s Feminine Images,” a pair of 
performances at SDSU’s Performing Arts Center on April 
10 and 11.

When Dunn came to the university in 1901, he was a 
terrific example of who land-grant universities were created 
to serve: a farm kid and the first in his family to have access 
to higher education. A young art teacher here recognized his 
abilities early on and eventually suggested he continue his 
studies at the prestigious Chicago Art Institute. 

While we work harder at retaining talented students 

these days, they continue to be mentored by nationally 
recognized faculty and researchers. Now, as then, SDSU 
attracts top talent to generate new knowledge and 
innovations. The difference between SDSU and the larger 
institutions is that we do it on a smaller scale, in an 
environment where our students will have direct access to 
and work with those who are advancing that knowledge 
and creating those innovations.

So what about those silos? Let’s take a look at the 
Harvey Dunn project. 

Four of Dunn’s paintings will be the basis of the April 
performances. They will serve as inspiration for other 
works—poetry, dance, music and art—that will combine 
with Dunn’s own recorded words into a new vision, 
bringing the paintings to life and inviting audiences to 
engage with Dunn’s work like never before.

We’re doing this within SDSU’s College of Arts and 
Sciences, but it’s the same template—call it interdisciplinary, 
trans-disciplinary or multi-disciplinary—that’s become an 
integral part of South Dakota State University.

Dunn and his work are strong enough to stand on their 
own, but bringing them together with other creative minds 
and new perspectives yields something more: Something 
new and innovative that will help us to see him, South 
Dakota and maybe even ourselves a little bit differently.

Like our colleagues in the laboratories, we’re looking 
to break new ground here, not just for ourselves, but for 
the communities and the people of South Dakota who 
support public higher education. 

So breaking down silos, even here on the South 
Dakota prairie, can be a good thing.

Dennis Papini is the dean of the dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at South Dakota State University, the largest of the 
university’s eight colleges, engaging nearly 3,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students majoring in 16 department disciplines.

‘Breaking down silos’ on S.D. prairie
Harvey Dunn art provides inspiration

Dennis Papini

Artist Harvey Dunn in his Tenafly, N.J., studio, date unknown. Image 
Courtesy: Dunn Archives, South Dakota Art Museum 
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Coyote Capital Management wins top  
honors at NYC national competition 

Campus News from the  
University of South Dakota 

Eight USD students representing  
Coyote Capital Management (CCM) 
placed first in the student managed port-
folio competition at the Global Asset 
Management Education (GAME) III 
Forum hosted by Quinnipiac University 
earlier this month in New York City. 
 

Stephen Goodfellow of Merced, Calif., 
CCM Domestic Economist and Interna-
tional Sector Team Leader; Jill Guericke 
of White Lake, S.D., CCM Portfolio 
Manager and Consumer Discretionary 
Sector Team Co-Leader; Erik Muckey 
of Corsica, S.D., CCM President and 
Technology Sector Team Leader; Na-
than O’Bryan of Cherokee, Iowa, CCM 
Public Relations Manager and Health 
Care Sector Team Leader; Molly 
Rosheim of Flandreau, S.D., CCM Ar-
chivist and Consumer Staples Sector 
Team Leader; Aaron Steele of Vermil-
lion, CCM Vice President and Industri-
als Sector Team Leader; Nadya Tsoy of 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, CCM Model Con-
sultant; and Ian Williams of Sioux Falls, 
S.D., CCM International Economist 
and Consumer Discretionary Sector Co-
Leader, finished first in the Undergradu-
ate Core Division of the student man-
aged portfolio competition, an integral 
part of the GAME symposium. The 
winning portfolio is one of three portfo-
lios managed by USD CCM. 
 

“Since the GAME symposium is unique 
in the world in terms of combining in-
vestment and education, it attracts par-
ticipants from universities as well as 
industry from around the world,” ex-
plained Angeline Lavin, Ph.D., M.B.A. 

and M.P.A. Programs Director and pro-
fessor of finance at USD. “The exposure 
to this elite group of investment profes-
sionals and peer universities enhances 
the Beacom School of Business’ reputa-
tion significantly.” 
 
CCM is a student-managed investment 
fund designed to give students hands-on 
experience as money managers. The fund 
was started with a $10,000 donation 
from Larry Ness of First Dakota Nation-
al Bank in December 2001. Through 
additional contributions from various 
donors as well as cooperation from Bea-
com School of Business International 
Programs and the USD Foundation, 
CCM now manages assets of more than 
$1 million.  
 
CCM has participated in the national 
student managed portfolio competition 
every year since 2002, but this is the first 
year that the organization has taken 
home top honors. CCM students volun-
tarily choose to participate in the organi-
zation and attend hour-long weekly 
meetings learning how to manage mon-
ey as they attempt to generate long-term 
capital appreciation for the portfolio. 
 
“CCM members get to improve com-
munication skills, enhance leadership 
abilities and gain a truly extraordinary 
learning experience that reinforces edu-
cation from the classroom,” Lavin add-
ed. “Most importantly, CCM creates 
financial leaders willing to go the extra 
mile, go beyond what is expected and 
achieve the unachievable.” 

On April 19, USD named David Herbster 
the school’s 13th athletics director.  
Herbster was USD’s interim A.D. since 
December 2012 and 
has been with USD 
since 2007 as an associ-
ate athletics director.  
 

Before that he was as-
sistant to the chancellor 
and athletics director at 
the University of  
Nebraska-Omaha from 
2005-2007 and also 
served as athletics di-
rector at Concordia University of St. Paul 
from 2001-2004.  
 

He received a B.S. in marketing from Vir-
ginia Tech in 1991 where he was a mem-
ber of the Hokies men’s basketball team. 
He also earned an M.S. in education 
(sports management) from Virginia Tech 
in 1994. 
 

Herbster has served on various NCAA 
committees and also has been active in 
community service. He and his wife, 
Kelly, have three daughters: Morgan,  
Kasey and Leah. 
 

At USD, he will oversee 17 Division I 
programs that compete in the Summit 
League, with the exception of football, 
which has competed in the Missouri Val-
ley Football Conference since 2012. 
Herbster is also the driving force behind 
the USD Sports Performance Enhance-
ment Facility Arena and Outdoor Track 
and Soccer Complex, and the USD Sci-
ence, Health and Research Lab; two pro-
jects totaling more than $58 million that 
will transform the DakotaDome and sur-
rounding area into a unique Division I 
athletic and academic complex. 

David Herbster is USD’s 
13th director of athletics 

Herbster 

ATTACHMENT I     53



 

Marketing and University 
Relations 

108 Slagle Hall 
414 E. Clark Street 

Vermillion, SD 57069 
Phone: 605-677-5759 

Email: urelations@usd.edu 
www.usd.edu 

2 

Med school professor honored nationally 
for diversity in medical education 
Gerald Yutrzenka, 
Ph.D., associate pro-
fessor of basic biomed-
ical sciences at the 
University of South 
Dakota Sanford School 
of Medicine, has been 
selected as the recipi-
ent of the 2013 AAIM 
Diversity Award, pre-
sented by the Alliance 
for Academic Internal Medicine.  
 
The award will be presented during Aca-
demic Internal Medicine Week 2013, 
Friday, Oct. 4 at the Sheraton New  
Orleans. The national award recognizes 

scholarship is named for Jack Shelley, 
professor emeritus at Iowa State Universi-
ty and former news director at WHO in 
Des Moines, Iowa. The scholarship, open 
to students at colleges and universities in 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, North Da-
kota, South Dakota and Nebraska, will be 
awarded on Saturday, April 13 at the 
NBNA’s annual Midwest Journalism 
Conference in Minneapolis, Minn. 

The University of South Dakota 
School of Law is one of the top law 
schools in the nation when it comes 
to placing graduates in public inter-
est and government jobs. 
 
According to the National Law  
Journal, the USD School of Law 
ranks fifth in the United States for 
grads in public interest or govern-
ment jobs, one spot ahead of the 
Georgetown University Law Center 
and right behind City University of 
New York School of Law. 
 
The National Law Journal rankings 
are based on the 20 law schools that 
sent the highest percentage of their 
2012 graduating class into either 
government jobs, such as prosecu-
tors, or public interest jobs, such as 
public defenders or nonprofit attor-
neys. According to data released by 
the National Law Journal, a little 
more than 26 percent (26.3) of 2012 
USD School of Law graduates en-
tered the workforce in government 
or public interest positions. The Col-
lege of William and Mary’s Marshall-
Wythe School of Law ranked first at 
34.3 percent followed by George 
Washington University School of 
Law at 32.5 percent.  
 
The complete National Law Journal 
list is available online at 
www.law.com/jsp/nlj/
PubArticleNLJ.jsp?
id=1202595078977&slreturn=2013
0318114333.  

National publication 
cites Law School for 
top government jobs 

April 2013 

Campus News from the  
University of South Dakota 

Yutrzenka 

USD student awarded prestigious  
broadcasting scholarship from NBNA 
USD student Cassie 
Bartlett of Sioux Falls, 
S.D., is the recipient of 
a 2013 Jack Shelley 
Scholarship, a $1,250 
award that recognizes 
outstanding promise in 
the field of broadcast 
journalism. 
 

Bartlett is a junior 
Contemporary Media & Journalism and 
Political Science double major. She is 
active as a news anchor and the assign-
ment editor for Coyote News TV, serves 
as co-news director for Coyote Radio 
KAOR-FM, and is a reporter for the 
statewide network SDPB Radio.   
 

Presented annually by the Northwest 
Broadcast News Association (NBNA), the 

Yutrzenka’s efforts to improve diversity 
among students at the Sanford School of 
Medicine—particularly, his work with the 
region’s Native American population. 
Yutrzenka has been instrumental in the 
development and coordination of the 
SSOM Indians into Medicine (INMED) 
medical student Transfer Program 
(conducted in cooperation with INMED 
and the University of North Dakota 
School of Medicine). 
 
AAIM is a consortium of five academically 
focused specialty organizations represent-
ing departments of internal medicine at 
medical schools and teaching hospitals in 
the United States and Canada.  

Bartlett 
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