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 Discuss the merits of moving forward with this collaboration with the DOE to alter the 
framework for providing college readiness data to school districts.      
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SUBJECT: High School Transition Report Coordination 
 
 Since 1995, the High School to College Transition report has been prepared by the South 
Dakota Board of Regents to provide local school districts in the state with performance based 
information on the most recent high school graduates.  Data including remedial placement, 
academic performance, and persistence through the first academic year were provided in a one 
page report (see Attachment I), and in 2008 these reports were expanded to a two page format 
which provided aggregated data on student college readiness profiles (see Attachment II).  
Additionally, a state level report is also generated and presented to the Board of Regents during 
its October meeting each year, and then shortly afterwards copies of the district level reports are 
mailed directly to the local school board presidents, superintendents, and high school principals.  
Ultimately, this undertaking has been useful for emphasizing the importance of college readiness 
for South Dakota high school students; however, a number of issues adversely impact the 
usefulness of the report under the current reporting structure.     
 

First, despite the distribution of these reports to school board presidents, superintendents, 
and high school principals each year, the report only has value if the data are broadly shared with 
all school district personnel.  It has been commonplace for a small number of school boards to 
make the district report a feature of their routine board meetings.  However, there are numerous 
districts that do not share the reports with faculty who are best positioned to implement 
curriculum changes or to counselors as they work to inform students about the hardships 
associated with remedial coursework.  Additionally, because the reports only provide data on the 
most recent high school graduates after their first year in the system, it has been difficult for 
school districts to assess trends. When turnover occurs at a district, it is not uncommon for the 
central office to receive requests for copies of previous reports when a new principal, president, 
or superintendent is exposed to his or her district’s data for the first time when the most recent 
report arrives.    
 

Second, and related to the first issue raised above, is the fact that data are only provided 
on those students who have attended one of the six Regental institutions.  Because the data have 
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the potential to provide only a limited snapshot of students who have gone on to postsecondary 
institutions in the state or around the country, district personnel have questioned the validity of 
the findings report for the respective high schools.  Depending on the total number of students 
who select a Regental institution from a given graduating class, wide fluctuations tend to exist 
when evaluating trend level data.   
 

Third, because the district level reports are not released until after the October meeting, 
school districts that do utilize these data are unable to discuss graduate performance until their 
November or December meetings.  District personnel have indicated a desire to receive the most 
recent data in August so they can include it in their strategic planning discussions that occur prior 
to the start of the academic year.  The data used to generate the reports are available each year at 
the conclusion of the spring semester, which could allow for compilation and distribution in late 
summer if the release was not tied to the October Board meeting.    
 

Recent developments with the development of a state wide Longitudinal Data Warehouse 
has presented an opportunity to address a number of the issues that exist with the current High 
School Transition reporting structure.  The Board of Regents and the South Dakota Department 
of Education entered into a data sharing agreement (see Attachment III) in 2010 to assist the 
DOE with newly imposed Federal reporting requirements that emerged from the expenditure of 
Federal Stimulus dollars.  Currently, the DOE is required to report on the number of high school 
graduates going on to postsecondary within 18 months of graduation and the percentage 
requiring some form of remedial coursework.  Data on all high school graduates are merged with 
the Regental system, and follow-up analysis is performed using the National Student 
Clearinghouse to assess the college-going patterns for all other students.  These data are then 
shared with the DOE to assist with meeting the Federal reporting requirements. 
 

The Department of Education has had a number of requests from district personnel 
inquiring about the possibility for providing data reported in the High School Transition Report 
(along with data obtained in the data sharing project) in the EdFacts portal.  Doing so would 
allow for uploading of multiple years’ worth of High School Transition reports as well as the 
integration of data obtained from the National Student Clearinghouse to provide a more 
comprehensive overview of all students who entered postsecondary institutions from any given 
graduating class.  Additionally, districts would have access to the data in July each year prior to 
the start of the academic year.   
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