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 RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 Ratify South Dakota State University’s agreements to honor certain donors, alumni, and 
distinguished supporters by naming, respectively, the College of Engineering as the Jerome J. 
Lohr College of Engineering, the Honors College as the Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback Honors 
College and the Seed Technology Lab as the Young Brothers Seed Technology Lab. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: II – C (2) 
 

DATE: June 19-20, 2013 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: South Dakota State University requests to ratify agreements to honor 

certain donors, alumni and distinguished supporters. 
 
 South Dakota State University requests that the Board ratify agreements to honor certain 
donors, alumni, and distinguished supporters by naming, respectively, the College of 
Engineering as the Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering, the Honors College as the Van D. and 
Barbara B.  Fishback Honors College and the Seed Technology Lab as the Young Brothers Seed 
Technology Lab. 

 Board Policy No. 1:27 (1) through (3) state the pertinent standards for namings: 

1. When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization where 
there is no gift, the proposed honoree shall have achieved distinction in one or more of 
the following ways:  

A. serving the university in an academic or administrative capacity with high 
distinction, or  

B. by contributing in other exceptional ways to the welfare and reputation of the 
university, to education, or to the community in general. 

 
2. When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization where 

there is a gift to the institution, consideration shall be given to the following factors:  
 

A. the significance of the gift to the likely realization or success of a facility project 
or programmatic unit, based on the following guidelines:  

 
i. A name proposed for a new facility or a facility to be renovated so as 

to recognize a gift to the institution may be considered when the gift 
represents a substantial component of the projects' total cost.  

… 



SDSU Naming Ratification Request 
June 19-20, 2013 
Page 2 of 5 
 
 

v. Before recommending a name in honor of an individual, 
corporate, or commercial entity, institutions must avoid any 
appearance of commercial influence or conflict of interest by 
taking additional due diligence. The naming for an individual 
associated with a corporation should be handled as any naming 
for an individual. 

 
a. Corporate names may be used to designate individual 

rooms or suites of rooms, as well as endowed chairs and 
professorships. Plaques in public spaces within buildings 
may recognize the contributions of corporations. The size, 
design, and wording of plaques and other signs that 
acknowledge corporate generosity and express institutional 
appreciation should be modest in size and appropriate to 
the public university or school setting. 

 
B. the urgency or need for the project or program, or continuing support for the 

program,  
 

C. the standing of the individual, family, or entity in the community or profession,  
 

D. the nature and duration of the relationship of the proposed honoree to the 
university. 

 
3. Prior to recommending to the Board the naming of a facility or programmatic unit for a 

person, family or organization, the president or superintendent shall have a reasonable 
assurance that:  

 
A. the proposed name will bring additional honor and distinction to the 

institution,  
 

B. the recognition implied by the naming is appropriate for the behavior 
exhibited by the individual, family, or organization, and  

 
C. any philanthropic commitments connected with the naming can be realized. 

Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering 

Jerome J. "Jerry" Lohr, a 1958 civil engineering graduate of South Dakota State 
University, has provided consistent support to the College of Engineering for more than 25 years.  
Lohr is co-chair of the University's historic comprehensive fundraising campaign, It Starts with 
STATE: A Campaign for South Dakota State University, with a goal above $200 million.  In the 
campaign, Jerry has personally committed $10 million, most to benefit the College of 
Engineering including providing the lead gift to the Architecture, Math and Engineering 
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building.  This naming request is for the life of the College to honor an alumnus who has been 
transformative to engineering through his leadership and philanthropy. 

Lohr previously served as chairman of the University's first comprehensive campaign 
from 1994-98. The "Visions for the Future" campaign exceeded its goal of $50 million, 
raising $52 million.  For more than 20 years, Lohr has been an active member of the SDSU 
Foundation's Council of Trustees, board, and committees. Lohr's lifetime giving and 
commitments to his alma mater exceed $13 million.  He supports 26 scholarships, including 
the Lohr Scholars that provide $5,000 annually to engineering majors with high-academic 
achievement. 

His service to the University extends beyond fundraising. Lohr has been a search 
committee member for executive-level positions, including the 2006 presidential search, and a 
board member of related enterprises. 

After serving in the Air Force, Lohr returned to civilian life to open a land 
development and custom home-building business, but his passion for farming and appreciation 
of wine soon led him to take on a new challenge: winegrowing. Today, J. Lohr Vineyards 
and Wines are greatly respected, as is Lohr's volunteer work as director and chair of the Wine 
Institute and the Monterey Winegrowers Council. 

In 2011, Lohr was named Volunteer of the Year by the District VI Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE).  CASE is a prestigious international 
association of educational institutions.   He and his wife, Jolene, a 1959 SDSU graduate, also 
maintain a home in rural Garretson, South Dakota. 

 
Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback Honors College 

 
In 2010, the Fishback's made a two-for-one challenge pledge whereby they would gift 

$3 million for an endowment for the Honors College if $1.5 million could be raised.  All 
fund-raising was completed in 2012 and the Fishback's fulfilled their pledge to the SDSU 
Foundation in December 2012. 

 
Van Fishback serves as Vice Chairman of Fishback Financial Corporation.  A third 

generation banker and native of Brookings, SD, Van Fishback joined his family's banking 
organization in 1972 after attending Stanford University where he earned an undergraduate 
degree in Economics and attended the Graduate School of Business, and the University of 
MN Law School, where he obtained his law degree.  Van is past President and Chief 
Executive Officer of First Bank and Trust.  Van is also a member of the Board of Managers 
at South Dakota Innovation Partners, LLC.  Van has been involved in many professional 
and civic organizations and has a passion for sports, community work, and higher 
education. 
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Barbara Fishback received both bachelors and master's degrees from SDSU.  She 
serves on the SDSU Foundation Council of Trustees.  In October, the SDSU Trustees 
selected Barb for the Jerome J. Lohr Award in recognition of her involvement and support of 
South Dakota State University.  The Lohr award is designed to recognize an individual "who 
demonstrates exemplary volunteer leadership on behalf of the Foundation and outstanding 
philanthropic support of SDSU."  Recipients must serve on the Foundation's Council of 
Trustees, which currently has 108 members. 

 
Fishback is only the eighth recipient in the award's history.  In presenting the award 

during the Council of Trustees fall meeting, Lohr praised Fishback's generosity and her 
service on multiple boards and committees.  In addition to serving on the Foundation's 
Council of Trustees, Fishback chairs the Membership Committee and serves on the 
Scholarship Committee. She is active in the Women and Giving program and serves on the 
Honors College Advisory Board.  She is also a member of the SDSU Alumni Association 
Board of Directors.  She was recognized as a Distinguished Alumna in 2004. 

 
 
The Young Brothers Seed Technology Lab 

 
Carol Young Anderson of Rapid City and her husband, Dennis, (deceased) made a 

$200,000 gift to the Seed Tech Lab when it was built.  Dennis Anderson was well known 
throughout the state as an innovative wheat grower as he played a significant role in bringing 
the first winter wheat to S.D.   Dennis and Carol also made a gift to the College of Agriculture 
and Biological Sciences for $150,000 which established an endowment for undergraduate 
scholarships in Plant Science.  Recently, Carol Anderson pledged $1 million toward the new 
greenhouse.  However, due to their previous gift to the Seed Tech Lab and her husband, 
father, and uncle's leadership in the wheat industry, she has requested naming the Seed Tech 
Lab after the Young family.  A summary of the Young brothers is below: 

 
• Donors:  Carol (Young) Anderson (deceased husband-Dennis)- Rapid City, SD 

o Dennis Anderson was known in some circles as a pioneer in the wheat 
industry in South Dakota.  He played a role in bringing the first winter wheat 
to the state. 

• Young Family:  Consisted of four brothers, hometown, Coleharbor, ND 
o Eugene (the name of Carol's father and the eldest o f  the  four  brothers)  

1893 – 1988   
o Guilford  1896 – 1954 
o Dwight  1900 – 1930 
o George  1904 – 2003 

• Their parents were Edmund Young (1858 -1956) and Edith Young (1867-1913). 
• The Young family farmed in North Dakota and South Dakota during their lifetime. 

Carol's father, Eugene, also had many other business ventures (as did the other 
brothers) such as a Power Plant in Fort Yates, ND and an implement dealership in 
McLaughlin, SD. 
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• As the brothers occasionally went in different directions, the consistent bond 
throughout their lives was farming in SD, most of which involved wheat. 

 
In view of the long, distinguished service and generous support of the donors, and the 

significant contributions honorees to the wellbeing of the university, the state and its people, the 
university recommends approval of the proposed names under these guidelines without 
hesitation or reserve.   
 




