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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Ratify South Dakota State University’s agreement with Sanford Health regarding the 
indoor practice and human performance facility in recognition of Sanford Health’s sponsorship 
of the facility construction. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: II – C (1) 
 

DATE: June 19-20, 2013 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: South Dakota State University request to ratify an agreement to name the 

indoor practice and human performance facility as the Sanford-Jackrabbit 
Athletic Complex in consideration for Sanford Health’s sponsorship of the 
construction.  

 
South Dakota State University requests ratification of its agreement to name the indoor 

practice and human performance facility as the Sanford-Jackrabbit Athletic Complex in 
conjunction with a $10 million sponsorship and naming rights agreement with Sanford Health.  
The anticipated payments amount to approximately one third of the construction cost.  The 
name would be good for a term of twenty years, ending not later than June 30, 2035, and it 
would not preclude additional naming within the facility. 
 

Board Policy No. 1:27 states the pertinent standards: 

2. When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization where 
there is a gift to the institution, consideration shall be given to the following factors:  

A. the significance of the gift to the likely realization or success of a facility project 
or programmatic unit, based on the following guidelines:  

i. A name proposed for a new facility or a facility to be renovated so as 
to recognize a gift to the institution may be considered when the gift 
represents a substantial component of the projects' total cost.  
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v. Before recommending a name in honor of an individual, corporate, or 
commercial entity, institutions must avoid any appearance of 
commercial influence or conflict of interest by taking additional due 
diligence. The naming for an individual associated with a corporation 
should be handled as any naming for an individual. 

a.  Corporate names may be used to designate individual rooms or 
suites of rooms, as well as endowed chairs and professorships. 
Plaques in public spaces within buildings may recognize the 
contributions of corporations. The size, design, and wording of 
plaques and other signs that acknowledge corporate generosity and 
express institutional appreciation should be modest in size and 
appropriate to the public university or school setting. 

B. the urgency or need for the project or program, or continuing support for the 
program,  

C. the standing of the individual, family, or entity in the community or profession,  
D. the nature and duration of the relationship of the proposed honoree to the 

university. 

3. Prior to recommending to the Board the naming of a facility or programmatic unit for a 
person, family or organization, the president or superintendent shall have a reasonable 
assurance that:  

A. the proposed name will bring additional honor and distinction to the institution,  
B. the recognition implied by the naming is appropriate for the behavior exhibited by 

the individual, family, or organization, and  
C. any philanthropic commitments connected with the naming can be realized. 

 
SDSU recommends approval of the proposed names under these guidelines without 

hesitation or reserve. Sanford Health is held in high regard throughout the region as a leading 
healthcare provider, and it has long cooperated with SDSU health sciences programs.  The 
Sanford Health sponsorship and naming agreement provides the core element in the indoor 
practice and human performance facility project funding and, as such, facilitated additional 
fundraising that will permit the construction of the facility without the necessity of public 
funding by taxpayers or students.  
  

The naming commitment is for a 20-year term, commencing at the date of occupancy or 
no later than July 1, 2015.  This request is to name the complex with other naming opportunities 
within the facility.   




