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SUBJECT: Application of Advanced Placement Guidelines 

  

 The Academic Affairs Council has had a series of discussions this fall about the system’s 

policies and guidelines governing the recognition of Advanced Placement (AP) course work.  

The issue was raised by a high school counselor who contacted the Board office to state that a 

campus was not following Board policy governing recognition of AP courses.  Specifically, the 

counselor noted that an institution was not recognizing AP credit in a science course.   

 

 When the institution was contacted the issue was quickly clarified.  The student was 

interested in pursuing a career in medicine and a pre-med advisor had correctly informed the 

student that the common admissions process for medical schools will not substitute an AP course 

in a science for an entry level college course.  To restate this, an applicant to medical school 

needs to complete a college-level physics course.  AP physics completed in high school is not 

accepted.  Therefore, students with AP physics planning to apply to medical school have the 

option of either repeating an introductory level physics course or completing a more advanced 

physics course.  

 

The Academic Affairs Council did affirm Board Policy, including recognition that this is 

system policy that is not open to interpretation by faculty or academic advisors.  However, it was 

agreed that a statement should be drafted that would be added to the systems AP Guidelines that 

would clearly establish any exceptions to blanket acceptance that might exist and the reasons for 

these.  To this end, staff at SDSU and USD worked together to draft the attached statement.         

 

 It is recommended that this statement be included with the system’s AP guidelines. 

 



 

 

SDBOR Advanced Placement (AP) Policy Appendix: Special advising notes for 
students pursuing graduate and professional degrees outside of the Regental 
system upon graduation  
 
Upon student application all AP credits will be applied to student’s transcripts 
following the Advanced Placement Guidelines for Regental Institutions and BOR Policy 
2:5 Transfer of Credit.  
 
Although Regental institutions accept AP credits there are many professional 
schools throughout the country that do not accept AP to satisfy the pre-requisite 
requirements for admission to their program. For example, some programs simply 
state that they do not accept AP and other programs specify that courses completed 
through AP can be used to meet pre-requisites only if the student has completed 
upper division coursework in that content area and/or demonstrates evidence of 
competency in that academic area via scores on professional school admissions 
exams.  
 
Due to these varying degrees of value placed on AP courses by professional 
programs throughout the country, and in order to not unfairly limit students options 
upon graduation, it is advised that students be informed of this variation upon 
admission and initial course registration. Additionally, students should seek 
guidance on this matter from the professional programs to which they intend to 
apply as well as seek the counsel of their campus’ Health Professions Advisor. 
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