
(Continued) 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Approve SDSU’s Revised Preliminary Facility Statement request to expand the project 

scope and planning services for the construction of a Visual Arts Facility. Approval of this 
request will allow SDSU to move forward with the development of their Facility Program Plan 
to include cost and funding details. All planning costs are to be funded with private funds. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Full Board 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 17 
 

DATE: August 15, 2013 
  

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: SDSU Visual Arts Facility Revised Preliminary Facility Statement   
 
 South Dakota State University requests approval of a revised Preliminary Facility 
Statement to expand the project scope and planning services for construction of a Visual Arts 
Facility. The original Preliminary Facility Statement was approved by the Board at their May 
2012 meeting for a cost of $12,400,000. This project was identified as part of the 2012 Ten Year 
Capital Plan approved by the Board in December 2011 and by the 2012 Legislature through 
HB1051.  
 
 The Visual Arts department offices and educational space is currently located in Grove 
Hall, which is a converted 1960’s food service commons. The department also houses studios for 
three-dimensional arts in the Industrial Arts Building.  
 
 Additionally, the existing Interior Design Program space is located on the east end of the 
second floor of Wagner Hall with the Landscape Architecture Program located along the north 
side main level of Northern Plains Biostress building with other space in the Horticulture 
Forestry Building. All of these existing locations are inadequate to house these undergraduate 
programs. 
 
 The additional space to house these programs will be adjacent to or connected to the 
planned Visual Arts Building which will be located in the renovated Seedhouse and West 
Headhouse. The amended project will explore how best to provide additional space for the 
Visual Arts Department as well as space for the Interior Design and Landscape Architecture 
programs.  
 
 The Interior Design Program space vacated in Wagner Hall will be reassigned to 
departments that exist within this building. The Landscape Architecture Program vacated space 
in the Northern Plains Biostress building will be reserved for conversion to laboratory and 
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research lab space. The other Landscape Architecture Program vacated space in the Horticulture-
Forestry Building will be designated for Plant Science and Horticulture courses.  
 
 The Visual Arts Department vacated spaces in Grove Hall and the Industrial Arts 
Building will not be reallocated. SDSU plans to demolish both of these buildings in the future.  
 
 Funding for the original project was designated as $7,500,000 from HEFF bonds to be 
issued in 2014 or 2020 with $4,900,000 in additional private funds. Per SDSU’s attached 
Revised Preliminary Facility Statement, SDSU is planning additional funds from donations and 
gifts to expand the scope and include additional space. See the attachment for additional project 
details.  
  
   



 
 

 
 

 

REVISED 

PRELIMINARY FACILITY STATEMENT 
 FOR 

 

 VISUAL ARTS FACILITY 

 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

    
 

SDSU requests approval of this amendment to the Preliminary Facility Statement to initiate 

planning of a Visual Arts Facility.  We request approval to expand the scope of the project and 

the planning services.  We request authorization to expand the current design consultant’s 

scope of services so the additional planning can be accomplished.     

 

A.  GENERAL PROGRAMMATIC NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED:  

SDSU plans to improve educational programs and promote academic excellence throughout the 

University.  The Department of Architecture is now in its third year and with the advent of the 

Architecture, Math, and Engineering Building will have new facilities for the architectural design 

education program.  This will provide an important impetus for future accreditation of the 

Department.   

 

The Department of Visual Arts’ goals are to foster excellence and achievement in students studying 

studio arts and graphic design. The Visual Arts Facility project, a component of the current 10 year 

capital improvements plan will provide the necessary facilities for achieving this goal.   

 

Impact 2018: A Strategic Vision is a plan of the University to foster academic scholarship and 

creative works.  The programs noted above are component portions of this plan.  The number of 

accredited programs will be an indicator of performance towards these goals.  This includes 

continued accreditation of current programs and achieving accreditation for some existing programs. 

 SDSU seeks to make these improvements more comprehensive to include all creative design 

programs in fields of art, graphic design, and the built environment.  SDSU plans to explore 

expansion of the Visual Arts project scope so the University’s Interior Design Program and 

Landscape Architecture Program could be integrated with these goals.     

 

The Landscape Architecture program is not accredited at this time, but has plans to become an 

accredited design discipline.  Facility improvements will be essential to this goal and improvement 

of educational opportunities for students.  The Interior Design Program is an accredited program, and 

is currently working towards recertification of its accreditation.  Facility improvements will address 

some deficiencies noted in accreditation peer reviews. 

 

B. ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENT BODY OR CONSTITUENTS TO BE SERVED:   

The project as amended would support students pursuing majors and minors in Studio Arts, Graphic 

Design, Landscape Architecture, and Interior Design.  All programs will be able to pursue or 

establish accreditation within their respective fields because of the new proposed facility.  This 
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expanded project scope offers the opportunity for collaboration between these related disciplines that 

exist in separated locations  

C.  ADDITIONAL SERVICES TO BE OFFERED:   

All of these programs are creative design programs that contribute to or directly affect our built 

environment.  Co-location of programs should provide synergistic benefits from exposing students to 

multiple creative processes and disciplines.  Co-location of the creative efforts of students and 

faculty of Visual Arts, Interior Design, and Landscape Architecture in a single expanded facility will 

provide exposure to design efforts and principles that translate across these disciplines.  Students will 

experience and observe a wider understanding of design principles and how the principles can be 

applied in various programs outside of their focus of study.   

 

The educational and accreditation goals that are tied to facilities shortcomings in dedicated studio 

spaces and studio support spaces could be accomplished through improved facilities for the Interior 

Design program.  Dedicated studio spaces for all upper level design programs will provide a distinct 

program enhancement important to accreditation of creative design programs.   

 

The proposed facility will include an outdoor creative yard for the exploration and creation of works 

of art that can only be done outside in larger environments. Such spaces have enormous potential to 

encourage collaboration between and among the design disciplines including studio art, graphic art, 

architecture, interior design, and landscape architecture. 

 

D.  COMPLIANCE WITH CAMPUS MASTER PLAN:   

The Visual Arts facility is consistent with both the 2025 Design and Master Plan for the University.  

This amended scope will become a component part of the work necessary to achieve the academic 

excellence goal expressed within SDSU’s Impact 2018: A Strategic Vision.   

 

E.  ANALYSIS OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT BASED ON THE FACILITIES UTILIZATION REPORT:   

Visual Arts department offices and educational space is in Grove Hall, the converted 1960s food 

service commons and the Industrial Arts Building, which houses the studios for the three-

dimensional arts.  Space for the department remained stagnant and unchanged for many years, while 

the department has grown significantly, reflective of the growth of the university to over 12,000 

students and the need for graphic design and art graduates.   

 

Existing Interior Design Program space is located on the east end of the second floor of Wagner Hall. 

  Existing Landscape Architecture Program space is within the main level along the north edge of 

Northern Plains Biostress, with other space in the Horticulture Forestry Building.  Both programs are 

hemmed in by other academic programs or research facilities, so additional program space to meet 

further requirements, accreditation standards, and studio space requirements is not readily available.   

 

Existing facilities are becoming inadequate to house the vibrant undergraduate programs. The 

addition of studio space for upper-division majors is required for meeting accreditation standards and 

is necessary to achieve excellence in teaching and learning, to strengthen discovery and creative 

activities.  Such space fosters learning communities, students learning from students, and pride of 

accomplishment.   
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Improved facilities are needed to foster creative and artistic activity among and between Visual Arts 

faculty and students and among and between faculty and students in the other design field of study, 

including interior design, architecture, and landscape architecture.  Co-location of these faculty and 

students will enhance these efforts.   

 

F.  LOCATION: 

The additional space will be located adjacent to or connected to the planned Visual Arts Building.  

The Visual Arts Building will add to the renovated Seedhouse and West Headhouse.  As noted in the 

original Preliminary Facility Statement, space is available surrounding the exterior of Seedhouse and 

West Headhouse for additional new construction, entrance definition, sculpture yard, materials 

storage, and delivery access.  The amended project will explore how best to provide additional space 

for not only the Department of Visual Arts, but the Interior Design and the Landscape Architecture 

programs.    

 

G.  REALLOCATION OF OLD SPACE, IF ANY:   

Existing space utilized by the Visual Arts Department in Grove Hall and the Industrial Arts 

Buildings will not be reallocated.  University plans include demolition of both buildings.   

 

The space within Wagner Hall to be vacated by the Interior Design Program would be reassigned to 

departments that exist within this building to fulfill their additional program requirements.  The 

space within Northern Plains Biostress to be vacated by the Landscape Architecture Program will be 

reserved for conversion to laboratory and research laboratory space that complements current 

research facilities within the building.  Space within the Horticulture-Forestry Building to be vacated 

by the Landscape Architecture Program is also used as class lab space for other Plant Science and 

Horticulture courses.  This space will continue to be used for these educational purposes.       

 

H.  PROPOSED FUNDING SOURCE/SOURCES: 

The expanded scope to include additional space for the Interior Design and Landscape Architecture 

programs will be funded from donations and gifts to the University.   

   

I.  BUDGET FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A FACILITY PROGRAM PLAN:   

SDSU requests expansion of the architectural programming and planning efforts for the Visual Arts 

Building project to include the Interior Design Program and Landscape Architecture Program.  The 

work undertaken will be for planning only.  Cost for preliminary planning services to complete 

architectural programming and schematic design will be negotiated with Koch Hazard Architects 

(with BNIM Architecture as consultants). 
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