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SUBJECT: StraighterLine Course Review 

 

 During the Board retreat, two topics came up that required further discussion by the 

system including a request to review the system’s policies, guidelines, and practices governing 

credit by validation. As was noted in comments made to the Board during the retreat, the system 

does permit students to use an array of options to have learning that has occurred outside of the 

university’s classrooms recognized. These are established in section 10 of policy 2:5. 

 

 Building from this policy, the system has a range of published guidelines that allow for 

administration of these options. In general, those options that include validation of learning by an 

external entity are widely used. Those options that require campuses to validate learning, 

commonly through a departmental challenge exam or a portfolio review, are less commonly 

applied.  Regardless, it was agreed that the system should continue to explore and promote 

options.   

 

To provide a framework for these ongoing discussions, a dataset containing all students 

registered for at least one course in FY2011 (SU2010, FA2010, SP2011) was reviewed.  This 

dataset included at a student level the number of credits earned through these “validation” 

processes.  As established in the referenced policy, these include Advanced Placement exams, 

International Baccalaureate exams, CLEP exams, DANTES exams, ACE credits, credit through 

prior learning, and credit through departmental challenges.  Data for 42,726 students are 

available in Table 1 (Attachment I) which summarizes all credits transcripted in FY2011.  This 

table indicates that 1,651 of the 42,726 students earned credit by validation.  AP exams (605) and 

CLEP exams (459) were the most common sources of credit.  Altogether, 4.0% of students 

earning some form of credit in FY2011 earned at least one credit through validation. 

 

 This discussion is also playing out nationally.  In recent years, Indiana, Missouri, 

Tennessee, Texas, and Washington have enlisted Western Governors University to help working 

adults in those states earn degrees. Pennsylvania and Wisconsin are currently building programs 

aimed at helping their own adult students redeem their on-the-job skills and knowledge for credit 
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toward degrees. Legislation was recently introduced in California to employ a range of options to 

deal with overcrowding in some lower level courses at its public colleges and universities. 

 

One option that is part of these discussions is StraighterLine, a service that allows 
students a path for taking required college courses online using a self-paced, competency-based 

approach. Since StraighterLine is not an educational institution, those completing one of the 

“courses” offered do not have this transcripted. Rather, StraighterLine provides documentation that 

the student had mastered the materials in a course and the student then worked with a set of partner 

colleges and universities with each partner agreeing to transcript this coursework. In a subsequent 

step, students could then present these transcripts to other postsecondary institutions and this would 

be evaluated like other transfer credit.  However, a couple of years ago, ACE’s Credit 

Recommendation Service began recommending that credit be granted for completion of 

StraighterLine courses (http://www.straighterline.com/credit-transfer-center/transferring-credits-

with-ace-credit.cfm).  Since the Regental institutions award credit for students completing 

offerings under the umbrella of the ACE credit services, the institutions currently recognize this 

work.   

 

Recently, representatives of StraighterLine approached the system office to see if there is 

interest in doing an internal review to award credit based on documentation provided by 

StraighterLine rather than having students take these materials to ACE to receive a credit 

recommendation.  It was noted at that time this would provide a cost savings for current and 

prospective students since ACE requires $40 for each review.  The Academic Affairs Council 

agreed to consider this review and assigned it to the Assessment Committee primarily because 

this would be similar to review of CLEP, AP, and other similar competency-based 

approaches.  As a first step in this process, a webinar was held on Friday, January 25 with system 

representatives from both AAC and the System Assessment Committee where StraighterLine 

representatives provided an overview of the course development and review process, and the 

suite of courses currently available through the company.  The webinar facilitated dialogue 

related to continued expansion, viable business models, and methods for obtaining access to 

StraighterLine course materials. A list of the current StraighterLine courses is attached 

(Attachment II).  

 

AAC representatives discussed the webinar during their February 2013 meeting and 

noted no significant concerns with the quality of the course or materials available within the 

StraighterLine suite of products pending further review by faculty.  Of primary concern were the 

potential ramifications that would result if a significant portion of students began to utilize 

StraighterLine resources rather than enroll in the 100 and 200 level courses that serve as an 

important revenue stream for institutions.  Of particular concern was the implication this could 

have for the university centers as well as online course offerings.   

 

While StraighterLine has engaged the system in the discussion about establishing an 

agreement, they are also working with DIAL to form a similar relationship that would expand 

that organization’s “dual credit’ opportunities available through the South Dakota Virtual High 

School.   

http://www.straighterline.com/credit-transfer-center/transferring-credits-with-ace-credit.cfm
http://www.straighterline.com/credit-transfer-center/transferring-credits-with-ace-credit.cfm
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 Discussions within the system continue.  While any agreement would only address 

acceptance of certificates of completion, there are concerns that StraighterLine would begin 

aggressively marketing this option is South Dakota.  These and other issues will be considered 

before any agreement might be brought to the Board for consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Credit by Validation 

 

During the November COPS meeting, the council discussed two topics considered during 

the Board retreat that required additional review by AAC.  One of these was a request to review 

the system’s policies, guidelines and practices governing credit by validation. As was noted in 

comments made to the Board during the retreat, the system does permit students to use an array 

of options to have learning that has occurred outside of the university’s classrooms recognized. 

This is captured in section 10 of policy 2:5.  The universities have established a range of 

guidelines that allow for administration of these options. In general, those options that include 

validation of learning by an external entity are widely used.  The Academic Affairs Council 

visited this topic in September and there was general agreement that the system has a wide range 

of options available which are all used.   

 

To provide a framework related to the utilization of these options within the Regental 

system a dataset containing all students registered for at least one course in FY2011 (SU2010, 

FA2010, SP2011) was reviewed.  This dataset provided – for each student in the dataset – 

information with respect to the number of credits earned through “validation” processes.  Such 

sources include Advanced Placement exams, International Baccalaureate exams, CLEP exams, 

DANTES exams, ACE credits, credit through prior learning, and credit through departmental 

challenges.  Data for 42,726 students are available in Table 1 which summarizes all credits 

transcripted in FY2011.  This table indicates that among the 1,651 students earning credit 

through validation in FY2011, AP exams (605) and CLEP exams (459) were the most common 

sources of validation credit.  Altogether, 4.0% of students earning some form of credit in 

FY2011 earned at least one credit through validation.   
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Table 1 

  

Students with 

No Credit by 

Validation 

Students with 

Credit by 

Validation 

n 41,075 1,651 

n AP 0 605 

Sum of AP 0 4,632 

Average of AP 0.0 7.7 

n IB 0 4 

Sum of IB 0 42 

Average of IB 0.0 10.5 

n CLEP 0 459 

Sum of CLEP 0 2,107 

Average of CLEP 0.0 4.6 

n DANTES 0 4 

Sum of DANTES 0 15 

Average of DANTES 0.0 3.8 

n ACE 0 1 

Sum of ACE 0 3 

Average of ACE 0.0 3.0 

n Prior 0 189 

Sum of Prior 0 1,282 

Average of Prior 0.0 6.8 

n Challenge 0 83 

Sum of Challenge 0 1,097 

Average of Challenge 0.0 13.2 

n Other Credit by Validation 0 433 

Sum of Other Credit by Validation 0 2,858 

Average of Other Credit by Validation 0.0 6.6 

n Credit by Validation 0 1,651 

   Sum of Credit by Validation 0 12,036 

Average of Credit by Validation 0.0 7.3 

n Total Credit 39,281 1,651 

Sum of Total Credit 740,559 52,587 

Average of Total Credit 18.9 31.9 
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Current StraighterLine Courses 

 

 Business 

o Accounting I 

o Accounting II 

o Managerial Accounting 

o Financial Accounting 

o Introduction to Business 

o Business Communications 

o Business Ethics 

o Business Law 

o Organizational Behavior 

o Principles of Management 

o Economics I: Macroeconomics 

o Economics II: Microeconomics 

 

 College Prep 

o Introductory Algebra 

o Developmental Writing 

o Prior Learning Assessment 

o Student Success 

 

 English 

o English Composition I 

o English Composition II 

 

 Humanities 

o Introduction to Religion 

o Cultural Anthropology 

o Western Civilization I 

o Western Civilization II 

o Introduction to Criminal Justice 

o Introduction to Communications 

o Personal Finance 

o Introduction to Philosophy 

o American Government 

o Introduction to Sociology 

o United States History I 

o United States History II 

 

 Languages 

o Spanish I 

o Spanish II 

 

 Mathematics 

o College Algebra 

o Business Statistics 

o Precalculus 

o General Calculus I 

o General Calculus II 

 

 Science 

o Introduction to Biology 

o Anatomy & Physiology I 

o Anatomy & Physiology II 

o Microbiology 

o General Chemistry I 

o Introduction to Environmental 

Science 

o First Aid/CPR 

o Medical Terminology 

o Introduction to Nutrition 

o Personal Fitness & Wellness 

o Pharmacology I 

o Pharmacology II 

o General Physics I 

o General Physics II 

o Introduction to Psychology 
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http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/accounting-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/accounting-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/managerial-accounting/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/financial-accounting/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/introduction-to-business/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/business-communications/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/business-ethics/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/business-law/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/organizational-behavior/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/principles-of-management/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/economics-i-macroeconomics/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-business-courses/economics-ii-microeconomics/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-college-prep/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-college-prep/introductory-algebra/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-college-prep/developmental-writing/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-college-prep/prior-learning-assessment/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-college-prep/student-success/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-english-courses/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-english-courses/english-composition-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-english-courses/english-composition-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/introduction-to-religion/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/cultural-anthropology/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/western-civilization-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/western-civilization-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/introduction-to-criminal-justice/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/introduction-to-communications/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/personal-finance/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/introduction-to-philosophy/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/american-government-course/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/introduction-to-sociology/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/united-states-history-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-humanities-courses/united-states-history-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/languages/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/languages/spanish-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/languages/spanish-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-mathematics-courses/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-mathematics-courses/college-algebra/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-mathematics-courses/business-statistics/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-mathematics-courses/precalculus/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-mathematics-courses/general-calculus-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-mathematics-courses/general-calculus-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/introductory-biology-for-non-majors/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/anatomy-physiology-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/anatomy-physiology-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/microbiology/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/general-chemistry-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/introduction-to-environmental-science/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/introduction-to-environmental-science/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/first-aid-cpr/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/medical-terminology/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/introduction-to-nutrition/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/personal-fitness-wellness/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/pharmacology-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/pharmacology-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/general-physics-i/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/general-physics-ii/
http://www.straighterline.com/online-college-courses/online-science-courses/introduction-to-psychology/



