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SUBJECT:  Minnesota Reciprocity Rates 
  
 Under the Administrative Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Minnesota 
Higher Education Service Office (MNHESO), Minnesota students attending a South Dakota 
university pay the higher of the following two rates: 
 

Rate 1: The resident undergraduate or graduate tuition and fee rate at the 
university attended; or 

 
Rate 2: The weighted undergraduate or graduate average of tuition and fee 

rates of nine Minnesota universities (UM Twin Cities and UM 
Morris are excluded.) 

 
 The calculations include tuition, the University Support Fee (USF), and the General 
Activity Fee (GAF).  The FY13 South Dakota resident combined tuition and fees rates per credit 
hour are less than the Minnesota weighted undergraduate and graduate averages.  Therefore, 
Minnesota undergraduate and graduate students attending a South Dakota university will pay the 
Minnesota weighted average, regardless of the South Dakota university attended.  Minnesota 
Higher Education Service Office (MNHESO) has calculated this rate to be $286.60 per credit 
hour for undergraduates and $431.70 per credit hour for graduates.  This calculation includes 
tuition, USF, and GAF.  The proposed FY13 combined rates per credit hour for Minnesota 
residents are compared to South Dakota’s resident FY13 combined tuition and required fees rates 
in the following table: 

South Dakota Combined Rate Comparison 

 
Minnesota Minnesota 

   
South Dakota South Dakota 

 
FY12 Rate 

Proposed 
FY13 Rate 

$ 
Increase 

% 
Increase 

 

FY13 
Resident Rate 

FY13 Non-
Resident Rate 

Undergraduate $274.20 $286.60 $12.40 4.52% 
 

$251.85 $317.10 
Graduate $413.75 $431.70 $17.95 4.34% 

 
$318.15 $536.70 



Minnesota Reciprocity Rates 
August 9, 2012 
Page 2 of 4 
 
 The universities retain USF and GAF revenue at the approved rates for the fiscal year.  
The remainder of the Minnesota rate is state-support tuition, which is deposited into the system 
tuition and fee fund (80%) and the Higher Education Facilities Fund (HEFF) (20%).  Since the 
USF and GAF rates vary across the system, the tuition revenue per credit hour from Minnesota 
students varies even though the total per credit hour price is the same at all universities.  The 
allocation of the undergraduate and graduate Minnesota rates per credit hour is provided below. 
 

Minnesota - Fall 2012-Spring 2013-Summer 2013 Reciprocity Rates 

 Tuition USF GAF 
Total  

Tuition & Fees 
Undergraduate     

BHSU $166.80 $90.30 $29.50 $286.60 
DSU $170.40 $90.30 $25.90 $286.60 
NSU $168.50 $90.30 $27.80 $286.60 

SDSM&T $162.20 $90.30 $34.10 $286.60 
SDSU $169.70 $90.30 $26.60 $286.60 
USD $159.70 $90.30 $36.60 $286.60 

     
Graduate     
BHSU $311.90 $90.30 $29.50 $431.70 
DSU $315.50 $90.30 $25.90 $431.70 
NSU $313.60 $90.30 $27.80 $431.70 

SDSM&T $307.30 $90.30 $34.10 $431.70 
SDSU $314.80 $90.30 $26.60 $431.70 
USD $304.80 $90.30 $36.60 $431.70 

 
Professional Programs 
 

Minnesota students enrolled in the SDSU Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) program, the 
USD Law School, or the Sanford School of Medicine pay the higher of two state rates: 
 

Rate 1: The resident professional cost per credit hour at the institution 
attended; or 

 
Rate 2: The resident cost per credit hour at a comparable professional school 

in the student’s home state, except that cost per credit hour for 
reciprocity students enrolled in professional programs will not exceed 
150% of resident cost per credit hour at the institution attended. 
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Cost per credit hour for the professional programs includes tuition, USF, GAF, and 
program fees.  The following illustrates the methodology in determining the rates: 
 
Pharmacy: 

1. The cost per credit hour for a SDSU resident Pharmacy Doctorate student is $497.20 
(Rate 1). 

2. The Minnesota Pharmacy Doctorate cost per credit hour equals $732.40 (Rate 2). 
3. 150% of Rate 1 equals $745.80. 
4. The Minnesota rate is the higher of the two, but does not exceed 150% of Rate 1 at the 

institution attended.  Therefore, $732.40 is the cost per credit hour for Minnesota 
students.  The tuition and fees assessed will be: 
 

 Per Credit Hour 
FY13 Tuition $432.00  
USF $90.30  
GAF $26.60  
Pharmacy Program Fee $183.50 
Total Tuition & Fees $732.40 

 
Law School: 

1. The USD Law School resident cost per credit hour is $438.70 (Rate 1). 
2. The Minnesota Law School cost per credit hour equals $1,214.25 (Rate 2). 
3. 150% of Rate 1 equals $658.05. 
4. Although the Minnesota rate is the higher of the two, the reciprocity rate for professional 

programs will not exceed 150% of Rate 1 at the institution attended.  Therefore, $658.05 
is the cost per credit hour for Minnesota students.  Tuition and fees assessed will be: 
 

 Per Credit Hour Annual Cost 
FY13 Tuition $458.10 $13,743.00 
USF $90.30 $2,709.00 
GAF $36.60 $1,098.00 
Law School Program Fee $73.05 $2,192.00 
Total Tuition & Fees $658.05 $19,742.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minnesota Reciprocity Rates 
August 9, 2012 
Page 4 of 4 
 
School of Medicine: 

1. The Sanford School of Medicine resident cost per credit hour is $682.55 (Rate 1). 
2. The University of Minnesota Medical School cost per credit hour equals $873.35 (Rate 

2). 
3. 150% of Rate 1 equals $1,023.82 or an annual cost of $42,489, based on 41.5 credit 

hours. 
4. The Minnesota’s rate is the higher of the two rates.  Therefore, $873.35 (Rate 2) is the 

cost per credit hour or an annual cost of $36,244. 
 

 Per Credit Hour Annual Cost 
FY13 Tuition $746.45  $30,978.00  
USF $90.30  $3,747.00 
GAF $36.60 $1,519.00 
Total Tuition & Fees $873.35  $36,244.00 

 
The Board office and MNHESO did not agree on methodology for calculating the School 

of Medicine reciprocity rate.  USD brought to our attention that SSOM’s rate is based on a four-
year average while MNHESO’s rate is based on a six-year average.  Also, MNHESO calculated 
the rates based on two semesters per academic year instead of three (SSOM students begin in 
July and end in May).  After further discussions, the parties agreed to average the UM’s Medical 
School cost per semester of the first four years, multiply the average rate by eleven  academic 
semesters, and divide by 41.5 credit hours (an academic year). Using this methodology raises the 
cost for new Minnesota students by $11,756.  USD has generously offered scholarship dollars to 
the current Minnesota students so that they will not have to pay more out-of-pocket to finish 
medical school. 

 
Keeping in mind that all fees remain on campus, the table below provides a comparison 

of the FY12 rates and the proposed FY13 rates for tuition and fees. 
 

Tuition and Fees 

  
FY12 Proposed FY13 $ Increase % Increase 

Pharmacy - Cr Hr 
 

$699.00 $745.80 $33.40 4.78% 
Law - Cr Hr 

 
$610.70 $658.05 $47.35 7.75% 

Medical - Annual $25,488.00 $37,244.00 $11,756.00 46.12% 
 
 


