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 RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
  

Authorize the Executive Director to permit South Dakota State University to demolish, 
for an estimated expenditure of $15,000, the general storage facility formerly known as the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Brookings County once an environmental audit has been completed 
and (1) the property has been determined to harbor no hazardous materials or (2) any identified 
hazardous materials have been abated.   

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: III – F 
 

DATE: October 10-11, 2012 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: South Dakota State University requests authorization to demolish a general 

storage facility (a.k.a. Knights of Columbus Hall). 
  

South Dakota State University requests authorization to demolish a dilapidated storage 
structure at the very north edge of the Ag Experiment Station facilities north of the campus.  The 
facility has been used in the past for archived theatre scene storage, surplus property storage, and 
general storage needs.  It has been vacated and is no longer serviceable.  The building is a small 
two story wood frame building (main floor and basement) with a total gross floor area of 2,590 
sf.   (Photographs attached). 
 
 SDCL § 13-51-12 empowers the Board to dismantle: 
 

structures other than principal classroom, administrative, physical plant, recreational, 
research, or bonded revenue project buildings if the board considers such action to be in the 
best interests of the State of South Dakota, in order to make better use of the area, or because 
of extensive maintenance and repair costs, or because of fire or safety hazards. 

 
SDSU reports that the maintenance and repair costs for the structure would outweigh its 

utility and have concluded that it presents a safety hazard.   
 
 Pending the outcome of an environmental assessment, and if circumstances permit a 
controlled burn, SDSU plans to cooperate with the Brookings County fire department in order to 
provide a training opportunity.   
 
 The university estimates that abatement of any environmentally hazardous substances and 
the cost to remove and dispose of the foundations and residual rubble will approximate $15,000. 
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