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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 Authorize Black Hills State University to develop a proposal for an Associate of Science 
in Applied Health Sciences with the following conditions: 
 
1. The University will not request new State resources, additional student fees or charges, or 

additional facilities to develop, implement, or maintain the proposed program. The program 
proposal will identify the sources and amounts of all funds needed to operate the program 
and the impact of reallocations on existing programs. 

2. The University will research existing curricula, consult with experts concerning the 
curriculum, and provide assurance in the proposal that the program is consistent with current 
national standards and with the needs of employers. 

3. The proposal will define the specific knowledge, skills, and competencies to be acquired 
through the program and demonstrate how each will be obtained in the curriculum. 

4. The proposal will identify the specific measures to be used to determine whether individual 
students have attained the expected knowledge, skills, and competencies and the 
consequences for students who do not achieve at the expected levels. 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Academic and Student Affairs 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: III – A(1) 
 

              DATE: May 16-17, 2012 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Intent to Plan: BHSU A.S. in Applied Health Sciences 
 
Executive Summary 
 

Black Hills State University requests Board authorization to develop a proposal for an 
A.S. in Applied Health Sciences. The intent to plan is provided as Attachment I. 
 

The program would be designed for students who enroll at BHSU with the intent to 
transfer to a healthcare baccalaureate program at another university. Students would be able to 
select courses they need for admission to nursing and other healthcare programs. The proposed 
program supports State efforts to increase the number of healthcare workers. 
 

The program would be designed to articulate with BHSU bachelor’s programs in the 
sciences. A student who decided not to transfer would be able to complete a BHSU degree in 120 
hours. 
 

BHSU does not intend to request new State resources or new or increased student fees. 
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1. University Mission and Priority 
 
 The proposed program is within the statutory mission of Black Hills State University 
provided in SDCL 13-5-9: 
 

The primary purpose of northern state university, at Aberdeen in Brown county, and 
Black Hills state university, at Spearfish in Lawrence county, is the preparation of 
elementary and secondary teachers, and a secondary purpose is to offer preprofessional, 
one-year and two-year terminal and junior college programs. Four-year degrees other 
than in education and graduate work may be authorized by the board of regents. 

 
Board Policy 1:10:4 Black Hills State University Mission Statement authorizes associate, 

baccalaureate, and master’s degrees. BHSU introduced associate degrees in 1937 (Attachment I, 
section #2). The University offers four associate degrees in Advanced Manufacturing 
Technology, General Studies, Industrial Technology, and Tourism and Hospitality Management. 
 
2. Related Programs within the System 
 
 None. 
 
3. System Strategic Goals, State Initiatives, and Workforce Development 
 
 The proposed program supports the system strategic goals (Policy 1:21) and State 
initiatives. 
• Increase college participation rates. Increase number of graduates. 
• Contribute to workforce development with off-campus programs. 
• Healthcare workforce: Prepare students for admission to nursing and other baccalaureate 

healthcare programs. 
 
4. Off-Campus and Distance Delivery 
 
 BHSU intends to request authority to deliver the program in Rapid City. The University 
offers general education and other courses in Rapid City. 
 
5. Resources 
 
 BHSU does not intend to ask the Board to request new State resources or to approve new 
or increased student fees. The program would take advantage of existing courses. 
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South Dakota Board of Regents 
Intent to Plan for an A.S. in Applied Health Sciences 

 
UNIVERSITY: Black Hills State University 
DEGREE(S) AND TITLE OF PROGRAM: Associate of Science, Applied Health 

Sciences 
INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2012 

 
University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this intent to plan, that I 
believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 
policy. 
   

President of the University  Date 
 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the Executive 
Director. Only after Executive Director review should the proposal be posted on the university web site 
and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
1.  What is the general nature of the proposed program? What is the expected demand for 
graduates in South Dakota? What is the need for the proposed program? 

 
Black Hills State University requests authorization to develop a proposal for an Associate of 
Science in Applied Health Sciences. The program would be designed for students who enroll at 
BHSU with the intent to transfer to a healthcare baccalaureate program at another university.  
 
Registered nurses, medical technologists and other health professionals are in high demand in 
South Dakota and elsewhere. Every year students enroll at BHSU to complete the courses 
required for admission to the South Dakota State University and University of South Dakota 
nursing programs. Students in the proposed A.S. would be able to select courses required for 
admission to nursing and other healthcare programs. The degree would articulate with BHSU 
bachelor’s programs in the sciences. Students who decide not to pursue a degree elsewhere 
would be able to complete a BHSU science degree in 120 credit hours. 
 
The University intends to request authorization to deliver the program at University Center 
Rapid City in order serve people from the region who want to prepare for admission to nursing 
and other healthcare programs. The University does not intend to request new State resources or 
ask for new student fees to implement the program. The program would take advantage of 
existing courses. Off-campus delivery would generate self-support revenue. 
 
The program supports the System Strategic Goals (1:21) and State initiatives: 
• Educational attainment: increase college participation rates; increase number of graduates 
• Economic development: expand programs to meet workforce needs. 
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This associate of science degree program is designed for the students enrolled at BHSU as pre-
nursing students who transfer to SDSU or USD to receive their bachelor’s degree in nursing, 
medical laboratory science or in other health profession areas. 
 
There would be approximately 30 to 40 students per year that could transfer from BHSU to the 
bachelors programs at the other institutions. 
 
2. What is the relationship of the proposed program to the University’s mission as provided 
in South Dakota statute and Board of Regents Policy? 
 
The statutory mission of Black Hills State University provided in SDCL 13-59-1: 
 

The primary purpose of Northern State University, at Aberdeen in Brown county, and 
Black Hills State University, at Spearfish in Lawrence county, is the preparation of 
elementary and secondary teachers, and a secondary purpose is to offer preprofessional, 
one-year and two-year terminal and junior college programs.  Four-year degrees other 
than in education and graduate work may be authorized by the board of regents. 

 
Board of Regents Policy 1:10:4 Black Hills State University Mission Statement: 
 

The legislature established Black Hills State University as a liberal arts university to 
meet the needs of the State and region by providing undergraduate and graduate 
programs.  
 
The Board implemented SDCL 13-59-1 by authorizing undergraduate and graduate 
programs in the liberal arts and sciences and in professional education, to promote 
excellence in teaching and learning, to support research, scholarly and creative 
activities, and to provide service to the State of South Dakota and the region. Black Hills 
State University is the only multipurpose university in Western South Dakota. 

 
Associate degrees are included in the statutory mission (two-year terminal and junior college 
programs). Black Hills State University introduced associate degrees into its curriculum during 
the academic year of 1937.   
 
It currently offers four associate degree programs:   

• Advanced Manufacturing Technology 
• General Studies 
• Industrial Technology 
• Tourism and Hospitality Management 

 
BHSU has been charged with the delivery of the general education component for the pre-
nursing students West River and has robust enrollments in this program. This associate degree 
would allow these students to receive an associate of science degree from BHSU when they 
transfer to SDSU or USD. 
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3.  Are there any related programs in the regental system? If there are related programs, 
why should the proposed program be added? If there are no related programs within the 
system, enter “None.”   
 
None 
 
4.  Are there related programs at public colleges and universities in Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming?1 If there are related programs in these states list below 
under each state and explain why the proposed program is needed in South Dakota. If there 
are no related programs in a state, enter “None” for that state. 
 

Minnesota – Anoka-Ramsey Community College 
North Dakota – None 
Montana – None 

         Wyoming:  Casper College A.S. in Health Science 
 http://www.caspercollege.edu/health_science/index.html;  
        Wyoming: Eastern Wyoming College Pre-Professional and Health Careers 
 http://ewc.wy.edu/programs/departments/preprofessional.cfm  
 
5.  Are students expected to be new to the university or redirected from other programs? 
How many majors are expected in the first years of the program? How many graduates are 
expected? 
 
Black Hills State University has averaged 45 pre-nursing students in recent years. Pre-nursing 
students would be redirected from other programs to the proposed A.S. in Applied Health 
Sciences. Other students with interests in healthcare would also be advised to consider the new 
program. The University expects approximately 25 students in fall 2012 and 35 students in fall 
2013. 
 
The University expects between 15 and 20 graduates from the program within two years of its 
launch.   
 
6.  Does the university intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire program at any 
off-campus locations? If yes, enter location(s) and intended start date(s). Does the university 
intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire program by distance technology? If yes, 
identify delivery method(s) and intended start date(s). 
 

Off-campus University Center Rapid City, fall 2012 
Distance delivery BHSU does not intend to seek authorization to deliver this program 

by distance technology. 
 

                                                 
1 This question addresses opportunities available through Minnesota Reciprocity and the Western Undergraduate 
Exchange in adjacent states. List only programs at the same degree level as the proposed program. For example, if 
the proposed program is a baccalaureate major, then list only related baccalaureate majors in the other states and do 
not include associate or graduate programs. 

http://www.caspercollege.edu/health_science/index.html
http://ewc.wy.edu/programs/departments/preprofessional.cfm
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BHSU already offers general education and other courses in Rapid City. The proposed A.S. in 
Applied Health Sciences would be designed to use existing courses. 
 
7.  What are the University’s plans for obtaining the resources needed to implement the 
program? Indicate “yes” or “no” in the columns below. 
 

 Development/Start-up Long-term Operation 
Reallocate existing resources No No 
Apply for external resources No No 
Ask Board to seek new State resources No No 
Ask Board to approve new or 
increased student fee 

No No 

 
Since this associate of science degree takes advantage of courses and curriculum already in place 
and taught, no additional resources are necessary. 
 
8.  Curriculum Example: Provide (as Appendix A) the curriculum of a similar program at 
another college or university. The Appendix should provide the required and elective courses in 
the program. Catalog pages or web materials may be used. Identify the college or university 
and explain why the program may be used as one model when the proposed program is 
developed. 
 
The curriculum of the Anoka-Ramsey Community College (MN) A.S. in Health Science is 
provided as Appendix A.  
 
This program at Anoka-Ramsey Community College is a good model because it is designed to 
give the undergraduate student the necessary knowledge and skills in order for them to 
successfully transfer to a health sciences baccalaureate program. It provides each student a broad 
foundation that would cover general education requirements specific to those wanting a career in 
the area of the health sciences.   
 
A curriculum similar to Anoka-Ramsey would allow BHSU to offer students the same broad 
foundation while creating a flexible curriculum with which the institution could develop 
articulation agreements without proposing new programs or program modifications. 
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Appendix A 
Curriculum Example from Anoka-Ramsey Community College, MN 

5Source:  Anoka - Ramsey Broad Field AS in Health Sciences requirements 

 
Program Information 
 
The Associate of Science Health Science Degree is designed to be broad and provide a general 
background for students interested in health sciences but have not yet decided which specific 
health care field they intend to pursue at the upper-division level. For additional information, visit 
our Web site at http://www.AnokaRamsey.edu. 
 
 
Program Requirements: 50 credits  
ENGL 1121 College Writing and Critical Reading .................................................4 
SPCH 1110 or 2215 Speech Communications  .......................................................3 
PSYC 1110 General Psychology .............................................................................4 
PSYC 2235 Lifespan Development  ........................................................................4 
SOC 1111 General Sociology ..................................................................................3 
MATH 1200 College Algebra I ...............................................................................3 
MATH 1110 Introductory Statistics ........................................................................3 
HPER 1112 Nutrition  ..............................................................................................3 
CHEM 1020 Interpretive Chemistry ........................................................................4 
BIOL 1106 Principles of Biology I ..........................................................................4 
BIOL 2113 Human Anatomy and Physiology I ......................................................4 
BIOL 2114 Human Anatomy and Physiology II .....................................................4 
BIOL 2201 Microbiology ........................................................................................4 
PHIL 1110 Ethics .....................................................................................................3 
 
Program Electives: 10 credits  
 
Restricted Electives: 
i) Choose one of the following two courses: 
POLS 2202 Public Issues3 
or GEOG 1103 Physical Geography 
ii) Humanities/Fine Arts elective ....................................................................... 1 - 3 
iii) Select any HPER course totaling one credit .......................................................1 
General Electives:  .............................................................................................. 3 -5 
 

http://www.anokaramsey.edu/en/classes/Two-Year%20Degree%20Programs/ASDegree/~/media/Files/Classes/Program%20Guide%20Sheets/AS%20broadfield%20health.ashx
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