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BHSU student connecting Uganda and South Dakota entrepreneurs
Black Hills State University student Devin Lynn recently att ended the 

Clinton Global Initiative University (CGIU) Conference in Washington, 
D.C., as he begins a project using social media to connect entrepreneurs 
in Uganda with entrepreneurs in South Dakota.   Lynn is currently in 
the process of planning a trip to Uganda to carry out his project.

 As part of the initiative Lynn, a junior mass communication and 
history major from Powell, Wyo., has committ ed to take action to create 
a mutually benefi cial business relationship for entrepreneurs in Uganda 
and S.D.  He will be working on the project until March 2013. 

 Lynn devised the project by researching how the Allen Foundation 
in Wyoming helps women in Africa start an entrepreneurial venture 
by selling baskets to provide for their families. He wanted to take that 
a step farther with the use of fair trade.  He hopes to connect the two 
groups of entrepreneurs using the social media platform Ning.com. 
Lynn will create a social community on Ning.com where entrepreneurs 
from South Dakota and Uganda can communicate through a blog 
format.  

 He hopes to connect the groups and then see an exchange of goods 
under fair trade agreements.  “Success of the project will be measured 
by the amount of fair trade relationships established,” says Lynn.  

Currently Lynn is working with another BHSU student—Lisa 
Simmons, mass communication major from Spearfi sh. Lynn also 
formed a committ ee of advisors that are helping him with the project.  
The committ ee includes: Dr. Mary Caton-Rosser, assistant professor 
of mass communication; Gina Gibson, assistant professor of digital 
communication; Dr. John Alsup, professor of math education; Dr. 
Christian Nsiah, associate professor of economics; Dr. Amy Fuqua, 
associate professor of English; and Helen Merriman, director of SD 
CEO.  

Lynn was accepted to att end the CGIU conference based on his 
proposed project idea and outline.  He also had to submit a resume and 
a personal statement as a part of the selection process.

Board of Regents   |   May 2012   | Brookings

Black Hills State University student Devin Lynn 
recently attended the Clinton Global Initiative 
University (CGIU) Conference in Washington, 
D.C., as he begins a project using social 
media to connect entrepreneurs in Uganda 
with entrepreneurs in South Dakota.   Lynn is 
currently in the process of planning a trip to 
Uganda to carry out his project.
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 “It is reassuring and inspiring to see so many other students working on commitments that help others,” comments Lynn.  “I met a few 
people that I may be working with in the future or at least looking to for advice. There was also a long list of distinguished speakers that 
were able to share some advice as we move forward with our commitments to action.”

During the conference Lynn had the opportunity to participate in a service project in Washington D.C., where students were put into 
random groups and sent into the community to help people. 

Over the summer, Lynn plans to launch an informational website about the Uganda entrepreneurial project, fi nd operational funding, and 
make connections between the entrepreneurs in S.D. and Uganda.  He will also travel to Uganda to meet with entrepreneurs there and then 
share details about his experiences on a blog.

After completing his education at BHSU, Lynn plans to go to graduate school and utilize his degrees by continuing this project and start 
other ones like this one to help others around the world.  Ultimately he would like to be able to turn his project into a sustaining nonprofi t 
organization and share his experiences through writings, possibly in a blog format.  

Through this experiential learning project, Lynn says that it has had a very positive impact on his future plans. “It has helped me change 
my focus and use the media in a less traditional way,” notes Lynn.

Conference continued

Longtime BHSU art professor receives Distinguished Faculty Award
James Knutson, professor of art at Black Hills State University, received a surprise 

announcement during class from BHSU President Kay Schallenkamp and Dr. Rod 
Custer, provost and vice president of Academic Aff airs, honoring him with the 2012 
Distinguished Faculty Award. Faculty members are chosen for the award by their 
peers.

Knutson, who was very excited to receive the award, said he was actually really 
nervous at fi rst when he saw Schallenkamp and Custer enter his Introduction to Visual 
Arts class. “When the President comes into your classroom and closes the door…
you’re not sure what to think,” said Knutson. Schallenkamp and Custer praised 
Knutson for his dedication to education and to the University and for his outstanding 
work through the years with the Ruddell Art Gallery.

Knutson, a 1972 BHSU art graduate, has been a member of the BHSU faculty for 
36 years. He received his master of arts and his master of fi ne arts degrees from the 
University of Wyoming. He is recognized for his continued excellence in teaching 
and for his creative talents in expanding an appreciation of the arts at BHSU and 
throughout the community.

According to a colleague who nominated Knutson, his commitment to art education 
in the public schools and preparation of BHSU graduates is central to Knutson’s 
success. “He is driven to prepare his students to succeed as art educators. He has 
supervised countless art education majors during their student-teaching experiences 
and has placed many of his graduates in teaching positions. He has served his 
profession and the University well as an advocate for art and art education.”

Knutson says it may sound like a cliché, but it is in fact the students that are his 
favorite aspect of teaching. The most important thing he hopes his students take away from his classes is the fact that they need 
to continue to learn. “I give them as much knowledge and information as I can, but the most important skill my students can be 
taught is to be able to carry that knowledge with them their whole life and to be able to think critically,” said Knutson.

This year marks the end of an exciting career for Knutson as he plans to retire from teaching. He does plan to remain actively 
involved with the arts on campus and throughout the community. The BHSU Distinguished Faculty Award is presented each 
spring to encourage and reward outstanding teaching and professional dedication by faculty members at BHSU. 

James Knutson (right), professor of art 
at Black Hills State University, received 
a surprise announcement during class 
from BHSU President Kay Schallenkamp 
and Dr. Rod Custer, provost and vice 
president of Academic Affairs, honoring 
him with the 2012 Distinguished 
Faculty Award. Knutson, a 1972 BHSU 
art graduate, has been a member of 
the BHSU faculty for 36 years. He is 
recognized for his continued excellence 
in teaching and for his creative talents 
in expanding an appreciation of the arts 
at BHSU and throughout the community.

More than 3,000 people att ended the 29th Annual Lakota Omniciye Wacipi recently held 
at Black Hills State University.  This year’s theme was “Mending the Sacred Hoop: A Circle 
of Unity.” The Wacipi was also held in conjunction with American Indian Awareness 
week, which included speakers and cultural events that helped educate the community 
about American Indian culture. 

BHSU hosts 29th Annual Lakota Omniciye Wacipi
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BHSU accounting students earn internships and job offers
Accounting students at Black Hills State University are highly sought by 

regional accounting and fi nancial businesses for internships and job openings. 
According to Dr. Priscilla Romkema, dean of the College of Business and 

Natural Sciences, BHSU accounting students have completed more than 30 
internships at prestigious fi rms and state agencies in the region. Romkema 
adds that the internships often lead to exceptional job off ers for the students.

“Black Hills State University graduates are fi lling a critical workforce need 
in the business sector,” Romkema says. “With a degree in accounting, our 
students enter one of the most in-demand fi elds and earn excellent starting 
wages. Accountants ranked second in a government study of the number 
of job openings for graduates with bachelor degrees projected for the next 
decade.  Our students consistently receive good feedback on their internship 
performance and the students rank the internship experience as very valuable 
as well.”

BHSU off ers several degree options for students interested in earning an 
accounting degree. The bachelor’s degree in business administration with 
a specialization in accounting, is a four-year program. BHSU also off ers 
a bachelor of science fi ve-year degree (150 credit hours) in professional 
accountancy. This program is designed for students who plan to take Certifi ed Public Accounting (CPA) exam.

Each year the accounting program at BHSU hosts several events to showcase the program.  The South Dakota CPA 
Society Accounting Showcase is hosted by BHSU and is held every fall in both Spearfi sh and Rapid City.  According to 
Laura Prosser, BHSU assistant professor of accounting, this event is an excellent chance for students and prospective 
accountants to gain fi rsthand knowledge about the accounting profession from practicing accounting professionals.  Last 
fall more than 100 students att ended the events. 

In addition, the fi rst annual BHSU Accounting Career Fair was held this fall in conjunction with the CPA Society 
Accounting Showcase.  Six employers att ended the separate events in Rapid City and Spearfi sh and nearly 100 students 
participated. Several BHSU students secured internships and/or jobs as a result of this fair. Prosser noted that both the 
employers and the students indicated the event was very helpful. 

For more than a decade, BHSU students have volunteered their time to assist area residents with tax preparation 
through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. 

Accounting students at Black Hills State 
University are highly sought by regional 
accounting and fi nancial businesses for 
internships and job openings. Jess Weaver, 
from Spearfi sh, received a job offer from Ketel-
Thorstenson,  LLP  in Rapid City, following an 
internship with the fi rm.

BHSU holds 163rd Commencement Ceremony

Morgan

Andrea Nelson and Jed Morgan will be honored as the highest ranking students during the 
Black Hills State University Spring 2012 commencement ceremony Saturday, May 5. 

Nelson and Morgan are among 446 candidates for graduation who will be recognized for 
completion of their University degrees Saturday, May 5 at 10 a.m. in the Donald E. Young Sports 
and Fitness Center on the BHSU campus in Spearfi sh. 

Degree candidates for the spring 2012 BHSU graduation ceremony include 112 master’s degree, 
326 bachelor’s degree, and seven associate degree. The 2012 class includes a record number of 
candidates for bachelor’s degrees and master’s degrees. 

Andrea Nelson, from Rapid City, and Jed Morgan, from Loveland, Colo., both majored in 
business administration and have extensive involvement in campus groups complimenting their 
high academic achievement. 

Nelson
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Holocaust survivor speaks at BHSU
More than 400 people att ended Holocaust survivor Eva Mozes Kor’s 

presentation at Black Hills State University.  The presentation was part of the 
Madeline A. Young Distinguished Speaker Series.  Kor survived the Holocaust 
and became a forgiveness advocate and a revered public speaker. She spoke of her 
time spent at Auschwitz  with her twin sister Miriam and inspired the audience 
with her a never-give-up att itude.  

The Black Hills State University 20th Annual Alumni Mile registered a record-breaking number of runners for the second 
consecutive year, with over 40 alumni and friends in att endance. This year over $2,400 was raised for scholarships, bringing 
the total contributions for the Alumni Mile Endowment to just under $29,000. Erin Curran, exercise management major 
from Wahoo, Neb., and Jed Morgan, accounting major from Loveland, Colo., were awarded the annual scholarships. Lunch 
was sponsored by the Stadium Sports Grill in Spearfi sh.

Record-breaking number gather for annual Alumni Mile

Black Hills Research Symposium at BHSU announces winners
Winners have been announced for the 14th Annual Black Hills Research 

Symposium held recently at Black Hills State University.
The award for the best oral presentation undergraduate category went to Jennifer 

Johnson, mathematics major from Hett inger, N.D., for her presentation titled 
“Generating Cwatsets from Multiple Graphs.” Winner of the poster presentation 
was Samantha Brush, chemistry major from Miles City, Mont., for her presentation 
titled, “Analysis of Surface Chemistry and Optical Properties in CdSe Quantum 
Dots.”

This year 34 undergraduate student research projects were presented. Student 
research covered a wide range of topics including a cure for malaria, the venom of 
ratt lesnakes, physics research at the Sanford Lab, experiences of Special Olympics 
athletes, eff ectiveness of an afterschool program, adolescent depression, analyzing 
twitt er posts, the role of religion in youth literature, the power play in the tragedy of 
Romeo and Juliet, and more.

“The spectrum of research topics covered by the students under the guidance of 
their respective advisors was very impressive,” said Dr. Parthasarathi Nag, associate 
professor of mathematics at BHSU. “The research topics involved collecting, 
processing, analyzing, interpreting, and presenting the data which leads to the 
valuable gain of research experience that the students accrue and which they can use in their future studies or professional work,” 
he said. According to Nag, the Black Hills Research Symposium provides a great opportunity for student researchers to showcase 
their work and research experience at BHSU.”

The keynote speaker was Dr. Gregory L. Naber, professor of mathematics at Drexel University at Philadelphia, Pa. Naber’s 
interests are topology, diff erential geometry, and mathematical physics, particularly relativity and gauge theory. He published six 
books in these areas with Cambridge University Press, Springer-Verlag and Dover.

Black Hills State University President Kay 
Schallenkamp congratulates undergraduate 
student Jennifer Johnson, who was the 
oral presentation winner at the Black Hills 
Research Symposium held recently at BHSU. 
Her presentation was titled “Generating 
Cwatsets from Multiple Graphs.”
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BHSU graduate receives national leadership award 
Black Hills State University social science graduate Sharon House, Class of ‘71, was one of 10 

who were nationally recognized with the 2010 Great Women of Gaming Proven Leader Award by 
Casino Enterprise Management magazine.

Candidates for the award are nominated by their bosses, co-workers, and peers. The awards are 
broken down into two categories: Proven Leaders and Rising Stars. To qualify as a Proven Leader, 
individuals must have worked in the gaming industry for a minimum of 10 years, have been in 
their current position for at least one year, and hold a position of director of higher. Candidates 
must also demonstrate exceptional achievement in at least three of the following areas: 1) the 
ability to go above and beyond job responsibilities; 2) commitment to their company and co-
workers; 3) contributions to the industry as a whole; 4) commitment to mentoring; and 5) a strong 
overall life balance.

According to House, she always wanted to become an att orney and work for her tribe. After 
receiving her undergraduate degree at BHSU, she went on to law school at the University of 
Wisconsin and was admitt ed to practice law in 1984 in the state of Wisconsin and the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals in 
1985.

She currently provides legal services for a number of tribal gaming commissions. She has worked in tribal jurisdictions 
within Washington, Idaho, Kansas, Wisconsin, California, and South Dakota. In addition she has served as assistant to the 
chairman of the National Indian Gaming Association, Rick Hill, for over six years and has been involved in negotiating 
four tribal/state gambling compacts pursuant to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.

According to Casino Enterprise Management magazine, there are numerous examples of the work House has done 
to advance the industry. She served as an att orney for the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin—her own tribe—for 
approximately 20 years, specializing in Indian law, gaming, regulation, corporations, fi nancing, and more. One of her 
many nomination lett ers says, “despite her many achievements, she has remained a humble person, always putt ing a 
strong emphasis on family and community. That is why she is so well loved by her people at home and by Indian people 
throughout the U.S. For these reasons, she richly deserves to be recognized as a Great Woman of Gaming.”

Meyers invited to present novel at literary festival in France
Kent Meyers, associate professor of humanities at Black Hills State University, has been invited 

to Vincennes, France, in September to present his novel Twisted Tree at the major literary expo 
Festival America.

Meyers is one of only 70 authors from North and South America to receive an invitation to 
present at Festival America, a four-day celebration of American writing. He will give readings from 
his book and participate in several workshops.

Festival America has been held in Vincennes, a suburb of Paris, since 2002. This year’s festival 
will host 70 writers for a series of meetings, readings, book signings, debates, concerts, fi lm 
screenings, and exhibitions designed for both creators and lovers of literature.

Many well-known contemporary authors have participated in past festivals. Meyers is honored 
by the opportunity to att end the international festival and is looking forward to meeting the other 
participating authors. This year’s participants include U.S. authors Toni Morrison, Annie Proulx, 
Salvatore Scibona, Nicole Krauss, Louise Erdrich, and Chad Harbach.

Meyers has published three novels, a collection of essays and a collection of short stories. His 
most recent novel, Twisted Tree, received rave reviews from sources such as The Washington Post, People, and The New York 
Times. A French translation of Twisted Tree was recently released by Editions Gallmeister of Paris.

Meyers’ other novels include The River Warren and The Work of Wolves. The River Warren was a fi nalist in Barnes and 
Noble’s Discover Series Awards and was a New York Times Notable Book. Accolades for The Work of Wolves include: the 
Mountains and Plains Booksellers Association Regional Book Award in the Fiction Category, Finalist for the Minnesota 
Book Award, and a Christian Science Monitor Noteworthy Book of the Year.

Meyers received his bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Minnesota-Morris and his master’s degree in 
English from Washington State University. He has been a member of the BHSU faculty since 1980.

House

Meyers

ATTACHMENT I     6



Page 6

Canon Explorer of Light John Paul Caponigro speaks at BHSU
Canon Explorer of Light and internationally renowned fi ne artist, John Paul 

Caponigro recently spoke at Black Hills State University. Caponigro discussed 
cultivating creativity and the creative process.  He also displayed and discussed 
he work throughout the lecture.  His primarily focuses on the natural world.  The 
wastelands he photographs are breathtakingly beautiful, yet the conspicuous absences 
found within them add an unusual complexity and social relevance when issues 
surrounding the environment, the medium of photography and its changing nature, as 
well as, his practice within it, and their mutual interaction are considered.

Accounting students at Black Hills State University assisted area residents 
with tax preparation through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program. 
This year 16 students in the Advanced Tax class taught by Dr. David Crawford 

volunteered their time to prepare tax forms. According to Crawford, the 
clientele is primarily lower income individuals and the elderly.  
“VITA is an IRS sanctioned program that has been off ered on the BHSU 

campus and at the public library for many years,” Crawford says. “The 
students have to pass the IRS training certifi cation prior to participating.  Over 
150 tax returns were completed this year with returns fi led electronically, using 
software provided by IRS.”

BHSU students help area residents with tax preparation

BHSU students participate in experiential learning with Regional Airport
Black Hills State University marketing students recently participated in an en 

experiential learning project with the Rapid City Regional Airport (RCRA). 
Dr. Wei Song’s marketing class was divided into nine teams, where each team 

studied fi ve national or international airports which were well rated in customer 
service.  The goal of the project was to research how highly-rated airports improved 
their quality of service and enhanced airport customer satisfaction. Students used 
their research to make suggestions to RCRA on how to possibly improve customer 
experiences at the airport.  

The project gave the marketing students the opportunity to be engaged in learning 
while blending theory and coursework with practical, applied experience.  When the 
assignment was given to the class, Song expressed the value of experiential learning 
opportunities by quoting Confucius in her assignment: “Tell me and I will forget, 
show me and I may remember, involve me and I will understand.”  

Cameron Humphres, executive director of RCRA, visited the classroom to 
express his appreciation to the class for the research they completed.  He also 
spoke of the importance of customer service at the airport and how he hoped their 
research would help customer satisfaction at RCRA.  

The project was also made into a competition where certifi cates of recognition 
were presented to the fi rst, second, and third place winners.  The criterion of the 
work was judged on the relevance of the research conducted and the quality of the 
suggestions made for RCRA. The fi rst place team included Hayli Johnson, business 
administration major from McIntosh, and Heather Theis, business administration 
major from Rapid City. 

Black Hills State University marketing 
students recently participated in an 
experiential learning project with the 
Rapid City Regional Airport (RCRA) to 
help improve customer satisfaction.  Hayli 
Johnson (left), business administration 
major from McIntosh and Heather Theis 
(right), business administration major 
from Rapid City, were presented with fi rst 
place certifi cates by Cameron Humphres, 
executive director of the Rapid City 
Regional Airport for their fi rst place work 
on the project.  
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Black Hills State University graduate, Dr. Lorri Riley, Class of ’87, earned second 
place in the 2012 Governor’s Giant Vision Business Awards Competition for her latest 
product, J1 Insoles. She received a cash prize of $5,000.

Riley noted that the award money will be used for additional assistance with 
producing the insoles as well as for advertising. “J1 Insoles and Rylo, Inc. were 
extremely honored to be chosen as one of 12 competitors in the Governor’s Giant Vision 
Award. This was a great experience for us and we received exceptional feedback from 
skilled business owners on how to improve our business,” said Riley.

Rylo, Inc. is the sole owner and marketer of J1 Insoles. Riley, designer of J1 Insoles, is 
president of Rylo, Inc., a privately held company that was formed in Spearfi sh in 2006.

J1 Insoles are a medical-grade insole made of a quality, plastic shell with a 
cushioned top cover. The insoles come in two styles, fl at and high/average. In the 
past, if a person had fl at feet, they had to have prescription orthotics. Riley says that 80 percent of her patients are able to 
successfully use J1 insoles instead of prescription orthotics to relieve plantar fasciitis, foot pain, shin splints, knee, and back 
pain. J1 Insoles for fl at feet are a patent-pending three-point design.

Riley became interested in pursuing podiatry after needing total reconstructive surgery of both her feet in 1984. She 
went on to graduate from BHSU in 1987 with a degree in biology and a minor in chemistry. She earned her doctorate of 
podiatric medicine from Des Moines University in 1991.

After a preliminary competition that reduced the fi eld of applicants to 12 qualifying business and 12 qualifying student 
entries, Riley presented J1 Insoles at the Governor’s Giant Vision Award Competition to a panel of judges made up of 
venture capitalists, fi nanciers, educators, and established business leaders.

The awards were presented as part of the Governor’s Offi  ce of Economic Development banquet with Governor Dennis 
Daugaard presenting the top prizes in both competitions.

BHSU student organization has it in the bag
Black Hills State University student organization, Students in Free Enterprise (S.I.F.E.), 

have taken action to make a diff erence in the community by reducing the amount of 
plastic shopping bags used.  Members of the organization are helping to preserve the 
environment by helping educate the community in hopes they will participate in a more 
sustainable lifestyle. The project is called “It’s in the Bag.”   

Guided by the S.I.F.E. mott o, “A head for business, a heart for the world,” the bag 
project was designed to educate and promote environmental sustainability in the 
community.  The bag includes 10 tips printed on the side for using resources more wisely.  
One thousand bags were purchased for the group to distribute and sell in the community.  

Bags are being sold for $3 per bag for 4 bags for $10 at BHSU events, as well as in a 
few local businesses.  So far, S.I.F.E. students have sold or donated over 700 bags to 
community members and friends reaching from Spearfi sh to both coasts. The bag 
project has seen its best success with sales coming from word of mouth and from an 
inserted fl yer in each bag that invites owners to follow up and order more bags. 

Additionally, S.I.F.E. partnered with the Spearfi sh Rotary Club to provide reusable 
green bags to Spearfi sh Food Pantry patrons. The Rotary Club donated $675 to cover 
the cost of 270 bags for pantry patrons. When the patrons return to the pantry with 
their reusable bags, they receive an extra can of food. Recently a food drive was 
organized at the Spearfi sh Wal-Mart store to collect food items for distribution with the 
patrons’ reusable bag.  The students collected 693 pounds of food during the drive. 

S.I.F.E. students recently presented the “It’s in the Bag” project along with several 
others service projects at the S.I.F.E. regional competition in Minneapolis, Minn. Those presenting included:  Coomes; Ann 
Wilken, business education major from Faith; Rebecca Ellis, professional accountancy major from Rock Rapids, Iowa; Hacklyn 
Stephen, business administration major from Sturgis; Markus Heinrich, business administration major from Whitewood; Jerred 
Nagel, business administration major from Rapid City;  James Williamson, business administration major from Sundance, Wyo.;  
and Todd Tysdal, business administration major from Sturgis.

BHSU graduate earns second in Governor’s Business Competition 

Black Hills State University student 
organization, Students in Free Enterprise 
(S.I.F.E.), have taken action to make a 
difference in the community by reducing 
the amount of plastic shopping bags 
used.  Students selling the bags at a 
BHSU event include (l to r), Jerred Nagel 
from Rapid City, Marcus Heinrich from 
Whitewood, and Rebecca Ellis from Rock 
Rapids, Iowa.  

Riley

ATTACHMENT I     8



Page 8

BHSU honors Mike Odle with the Young Alumni Achievement Award

BHSU presents 2012 spirit of BH award to Alexandria Brummond

The Black Hills State University Alumni Association honored Mike Odle, 
Class of 2002, with the Young Alumni Achievement Award, which is given 
to an alumnus who has distinguished him or herself with outstanding 
achievements, contributions, and service to society, the community, and the 
University, during the 2012 Student Volunteer Awards Celebration.

Odle earned his bachelor’s degree in hospitality management with an 
emphasis in marketing. He was a member of the track and fi eld team and 
served as president of the Travel and Tourism Club, vice president of the 
Sigma Tau Gamma Fraternity, and the fraternity philanthropic activities 
coordinator. Mike was also a member of the Swarm Days Committ ee and 
the Thomas Residential Hall Committ ee.  Odle was also very involved in the 
community, serving as a board member for the Spirit of the Hills Wildlife 
Sanctuary, where he helped establish the 501(c)(3) non-profi t organization 
status. He was also a cadet programs director, a public aff airs offi  cer, and a 
search and rescue team leader for the Spearfi sh Civil Air Patrol.

Upon graduating from BHSU, Odle continued his education by earning his 
master’s degree in international management from the University of Western 
Sydney, Australia, and a graduate certifi cate in legislative programs from 
Georgetown University.  Odle is currently the chief of staff  to the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment. He is responsible 
for providing leadership and managerial support to the 155 national forests and 20 grasslands within the National Forest 
System; state and private forestry programs and forestry research and development. He also provides leadership and 
support in the development of natural resource initiatives.

Black Hills State University presented the 2012 Spirit of BH Award  to 
Alexandria Brummond, elementary education major from Plentywood, Mont., 
during the annual Student Volunteer Awards Ceremony.

The Spirit of BH Award is presented to a BHSU student who has made 
signifi cant contributions that refl ect favorably on the University, as well as the 
community as a whole. She also earned the outstanding student leader award, 
which is given to a student who has shown excellence in leadership and made 
outstanding contributions to the BHSU community during this academic year. 

Brummond has been actively involved on campus and in the community 
all while maintaining an excellent grade point average. She balances her 
academic responsibilities exceptionally well, while working several part-
time jobs, serving as a student teacher, and maintaining the presidency of 
the University Programming (UP) team. Brummond is also the founder of 
the BHSU Dance Marathon organization, one of her biggest achievements. 
This organization provides opportunities for students to get involved in 
making a diff erence in the region while also providing numerous leadership 
enhancement opportunities while raising funds to benefi t the Children’s 
Miracle Network at the Rapid City Regional Hospital. In addition to her 
extensive involvement on campus, Brummond has spent the past three years 
participating in the Alternative Spring Break. 

The Black Hills State University Alumni 
Association presented the 2012 Young Alumni 
Achievement Award to Mike Odle, Class of 
2002.  Presenting the award to Odle were 
(left to right): Bill Collins, president of the 
BHSU Alumni Association; BHSU President Kay 
Schallenkamp; and Tom Wheaton, director of  
Alumni Relations at BHSU.

Black Hills State University recently presented 
the 2012 Spirit of BH Award to Alexandria 
Brummond, elementary education major from 
Plentywood, Mont. Presenting the award to 
Brummond were (left to right): Bill Collins, 
president of the BHSU Alumni Association; 
BHSU President Kay Schallenkamp; and Tom 
Wheaton, director of  Alumni Relations at 
BHSU. 
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Dr. Christian Nsiah, associate professor of economics, along with Dr. Dan Spencer, former BHSU 
associate professor of tourism, had an economic impact study about the D.C. Booth Historic National 
Fish Hatchery study he worked on with accepted for publication in Tourism Management.  Their 
paper entitled, “The Economic Consequences of Community Support for Tourism:  A Case Study of 
a Heritage Fish Hatchery,” documents the economic impact of the Spearfi sh community’s support 
and dedication to keep the hatchery open and promote it after it was closed in 1983 by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Tourism Management is the leading international journal for those 
interested in the planning and management of travel and tourism. 

 Dr. Chen Wu  and Dr. Christian Nsiah, assistant professor of economics, co-authored a paper with 
a colleague at another institution entitled, “An Investigation of U.S. States High-Tech, Low-Tech, 
and Total Manufacturing Performance in Asia” which was accepted for publication by the Journal of 
Economics, Missouri Valley Economics Association (MVEA).

Dr. James Hesson, professor of exercise science, authored a chapter on walking in the 15th edition of 
the textbook Sports and Recreational Activities published by McGraw-Hill. His chapter describes walking 
as a health and fi tness activity, a recreational activity, and a competitive event.  Hesson is the author 
of the new edition, 10th edition, of the Weight Training for Life textbook, published by Wadsworth, 
Cengage Learning.  Hesson wrote this book to teach people the importance of weight training 
as a lifetime fi tness activity to build and maintain: strength, muscle endurance, fl exibility, body 
composition, metabolic rate, muscle density, tendon strength, ligament strength, bone density, and to 
slow the rate of decline that normally occurs with aging.  

John Geske, assistant director of residence life, received the Marcus Boesen Memorial Award at the 
South Dakota College Personnel Association (SDCPA) at the annual conference held Sioux Falls. The 
Marcus Boesen Memorial Award is given to a SDCPA member who shows outstanding contributions 
to the overall development of students, to their educational institution, and to SDCPA and higher 
education. The recipient must be employed in their fi rst four years in a student personnel related 
profession at a South Dakota post-secondary institution. The mission of SDCPA is to provide continued 
leadership in addressing issues and trends in higher education and professional education programs to 
promote student development and learning.

Dr. Brian Smith, professor of biology, is on the Board of Trustees for The Herpetologist’s League, 
one of the three major herpetological academic societies of North America and one of the largest 
in the world.  He serves on the League’s conservation committ ee and is immediate past chair of 
that committ ee.  Smith is also an associate editor and a member of the steering committ ee for the 
online journal, Herpetological Conservation and Biology, one of the fi rst free access journals online to be 
published.

Dr. Mike Zehfus, professor of chemistry,  and his co-authors, M. A. Chalupnicki, H. G. Ketola, J. R. 
Crosswait, and J. Rinchard,  had their article titled “Thiamine Status of Rainbow Smelt (Osmerus 
mordax) eggs in the Great Lakes USA,” published in the Journal of Freshwater Ecology.

Nancy Grassel, director of human resources, was elected as the Midwest Region Director to the 
National Board for the College and University Association for Human Resources (CUPA-HR) for 
a three-year term.  Members of the board are expected to be higher education human resources 
thought leaders that possess an area of expertise that helps the association meet one or more strategic 
initiatives.

BHSU faculty and staff transform lives
ATTACHMENT I     10



 1  

 

 

  December 2011 December 2011 
 

For Your Information 
News from 

Dakota State 
 

December 2011 
 

For Your Information 
News from 

Dakota State 
 

May 2012 

CSA Employee of the Month 

The Career Service Association recognized 
Annette Miller, Senior Secretary for Extended 
Programs, as Employee of the Month for April.  
 
  

 

Annual Women’s Day Event Held 

The annual DSU Women’s Day Conference, 
“Women’s Education Women’s Empowerment” was 
held on Wednesday, March 28, in the Mundt 
Foundation.  Keynote speaker was Sylvia Henkin.  
Afternoon speakers included Dr. Joanna Jones, 
assistant professor/author and Linda Cundy, local 
children’s author.  The afternoon concluded with a 
panel focusing on women, education and 
empowerment. Panel members included Maria 
Harder, DSU Human Resources Director, Dr. Judy 
Dittman, Dean of the College of Education, Dr. Kari 
Forbes-Boyte, Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, 
and Sharon Knowlton, Madison High School Principal. 

 

Kids’ Kollege Held April 3rd  

Third through fifth grade students from Oldham-
Ramona, Dell Rapids Public and Dell Rapids St. Mary’s 
schools attended Kids’ Kollege, sponsored by the 
Prairie Valley Reading Council. Students earn the 
opportunity to attend by reaching reading goals 
throughout the year.   

Students heard oral historian, Jim Two Crows Wallen, 
talk about the Lewis and Clark time period.  They also 
toured the Smith-Zimmermann Museum, went on a 
treasure hunt, and created inventions using recycled 
materials. 

DakotaCon: “All this in the middle of a corn field” 

DSU hosted the premiere cyber-security conference 
in the region on April 27, DakotaCon II.  The last 
weekend in April will bring the best in cyber-security 
to the small town of Madison, S.D., as the motto 
says, “All this in the middle of a corn field.” It seems 
fitting that a university that participates in high-caliber 
scholarship programs and offers extensive 
undergraduate and graduate degrees would hold one 
of the premier security events in the region.  

“DSU is an amazing university,” commented Jared 
DeMott, a DakotaCon presenter. “When I first went, I 
thought ‘How much technology will really be in this 
corn field?’ To my surprise, the DSU security 
professors such as Josh Pauli and Pat Engebretson 
are truly remarkable. They are like computer crime 
snipers: building a top notch program in relative 
obscurity. The best part: their program rivals the 
quality of much larger programs. DSU should 
absolutely continue to be a middle-American cyber 
force, building degrees that are as excellent as they 
are surprising. DakotaCon is one link in that chain.” 
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Aestheticon debuts at Dakota State 

The inaugural Aestheticon at Dakota State University was held 
Friday, April 13th. The purpose of the conference is to unite the 
local design community through networking opportunities and the 
sharing of design practices by DSU alumni and former students.  

Speakers in the conference include many DSU alumni and former 
students including Danielle Rosheim, Projects and Marketing 
Coordinator at Heartland Consumers Power District, a public 
power company in Madison, S.D. and owner of Striped Banana 
Photography and Design; Chad Hunt, Game Entertainment 
Director for the Sioux Falls Sky Force; Quinn Kathner, owner of 
Surf's Up Interactive, a web design firm located in downtown 
Sioux Falls; Jeff Sampson, owner of Jeff Sampson Photography 
in Sioux Falls; Doug Wire, motion graphics artist and a 3D 
generalist for Keyframe, a division of Daktronics, in Brookings,  
and Derek Soukup from Lawrence and Schiller. 

Aestheticon is organized by Unlimited Possibilities (UP), a student 
design club located on the campus of Dakota State University. 
The club's goal is to enhance student's education through 
participation in professional organizations, and to assist in the 
publicity of various DSU clubs and organizations. Members of the 
club have organized several successful events including an 
annual hand-made Christmas card fundraising sale. Student club 
members are also actively involved in the South Dakota chapter 
of American Institute of Graphic Arts (AIGA). 

Winners of DSU Poetry Slam 

1st Place: Jake Ritzman 
2nd Place: Juan Valdez 

3rd Place: Colin Van Plathe 

Over fifty students attended the 1st-
ever Poetry Slam hosted by College 
of Arts and Sciences, DSU Office of 
Diversity, DSU Live and the DSU 
English Club. Guest visiting slam 
poet, Tsion the Wordsmith 
performed his poetry and spent time 
talking to students about various 
issues including domestic violence, 
intolerance, and personal growth. 

Student Employees of the Year 

DSU students, Taylor Boyte and Lexy Sattler, were recently named 2012 
Student Employees of the Year by DSU Career Services. Each student was 
awarded a $50 check.  Taylor Boyte, a senior biology for information systems 
major from Madison, received the off-campus award. Boyte is employed as 
assistant manager, bartender and server at the Stadium Sports Grill in 
Madison. Lexy Sattler, a senior marketing major from Britton, SD, received the 
on-campus award. Sattler is an office assistant at the University Advancement 
office with duties that include communicating with clients, records 
management and assisting administrators in development, alumni, 
scholarships and fund raising. DSU is a member of the Midwest Association 
of Student Employment Administrators (MASEA). Through the MASEA 
program, students who are nominated for on-campus and state awards move 
on to the national competition. Sattler won the state on-campus employee 
competition as well, and will move on to the national competition.  
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“Lakota Women as Spiritual Pillars”  
presentation at DSU 

Jace Cuney DeCory (Lakota/Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe) 
Assistant Professor, American Indian Studies, Black Hills 
State University, presented “Lakota Women as Spiritual 
Pillars” on April 26 in the Science Center auditorium at 
DSU.  DeCory is a proponent of healthy lifestyles for 
indigenous people and has worked to develop health-
related materials to inform and educate.  She has given 
presentations at various health-related workshops, 
including the use of traditional tobacco (cansasa) in 
Lakota society for ceremony and prayer.  

 

 

 

CPR Training Held 

Forty-seven DSU employees recently received the Adult 
CPR/AED training and will be certified for two years 
through the American Heart Association.  The training also 
included use of a Pocket CPR device.  Sixteen of those 
employees were being certified for the first time.  

DSU is one of the first universities in the nation to adopt 
the Pocket CPR campus-wide, according to Pocket CPR’s 
spokesman.  Beginning this year, there will be at least two 
Pocket CPR Devices located in each building on campus 
to assist anyone with the process of giving CPR. 

Student Group Wins ADDY Award 

The Smith-Zimmermann Museum 50th 
Anniversary campaign, created by DSU 
students, Lacey Roth and Megan Pifer, and 
professor, Linn Nelson, is now moving on to 
the national ADDY competition. Roth and 
Pifer are part of the Unlimited Possibilities 
student ran advertising agency on DSU’s 
campus where Nelson serves as faculty 
advisor. The agency is a student organization 
under the College of Arts and Sciences. 

The campaign won a gold ADDY and best of 
class award at the state level and then moved 
on to the regional district competition where it 
was selected for the national competition. The 
ADDY national judging is held in conjunction 
with the American Advertising Federation 
(AAF) National Conference; June 2nd through 
the 5th in Austin, Texas. 

Unlimited Possibilities received their district 
ADDY award at the District ADDY Awards 
Reception on Friday, April 20th in 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

 

Members of Unlimited 
Possibilities (student advertising 
group) are also members of the 

South Dakota chapter of 
American Institute of Graphic Arts 

(AIGA). 
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DSU Respiratory Care program receives 
distinguished award 

Dakota State University’s respiratory care program 
was recently among a select group of programs that 
will be recognized by the Commission on 
Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC) to 
receive the Distinguished RRT Credentialing 
Success Award. From a program effectiveness 
perspective, the CoARC views the registered 
respiratory therapist (RRT) credential as a measure 
of a program’s success in inspiring its graduates to 
achieve their highest education and professional 
aspirations. 

In selecting programs for this recognition, the CoARC 
Board used objective criteria based on key 
accreditation metrics. These programs were required 
to: (1) have three or more years of outcomes data; 
(2) hold accreditation without a progress report; (3) 
document RRT credentialing success of 90% or 
above; (4) meet or exceed established CoARC 
thresholds for CRT credentialing success, attrition 
and positive job placement. 

Wiedow Elected President-Elect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The group’s mission is to promote leadership, 
research, education and best practices in the 
professions that support healthy and active lifestyles 
such as physical education, recreation, fitness, sport 
and coaching, dance, health education and health 
promotion.  

As an AAHPERD national spokesperson, Dr. 
Wiedow will promote quality physical education, 
physical activity and sport programs and lend 
expertise to tackle the growing epidemic of physical 
inactivity in children and the importance of physical 
activity for everyone.  

DSU Phi Beta Lambda students reach new heights at spring competition 

Students in DSU’s Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) business club recently competed in the Iowa PBL Spring Leadership 
Conference March 30th and 31st at the University of Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa. The group of student officers and 
members took home 16 awards this year. 

The regional conference included 130 students from 10 colleges and universities in the region that competed in a 
wide range of academic, skill and performance events. Eight DSU students earned the right to compete at the 
National PBL Conference in San Antonio, Texas this summer. Students who placed either first or second in an 
individual or team event are eligible to compete at the national level. Students competed in a variety of ways 
including written exams and/or presentations. 

 

Gale Wiedow, associate 
professor of Physical 
Education and Exercise 
Science at Dakota State 
University, has been 
elected President-Elect of 
the American Alliance for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance 
(AAHPERD). 
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Baseball Team Qualifies for Post Season 

The Association of Independent Institutions (A.I.I.) announced 
its qualifiers and pairings for the upcoming baseball 
postseason tournament.  Dakota State was one of the six 
teams that will play in the independent conference tournament, 
which will be held in San Marcos, Calif.  The tournament is 
hosted by Cal State San Marcos, where the postseason will 
kick off on Wednesday, May 2 at CSUSM Baseball Field. 

The host-team Cal State San Marcos, Arizona Christian, 
Dakota State, Jamestown (N.D.), Mayville State (N.D.) and 
Thomas (Ga.) are the six qualifiers that will compete in the 
postseason tournament.  The tournament features a double-
elimination format. 

 

 

2012 Baseball Team  

coached by Scott Hortness 
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NORTHERN STATE 
UNIVERSITY is upgrading its 
electrical grid. Work was done 
a couple of weeks ago to keep 
power going to the school’s 
building even if the electricity 
went out on campus.
Doesn’t sound that exciting - 
unless you are trapped in the 
dark at Northern.
But it is one of several projects 
and improvements taking place 
at the university.
All those improvements are 
meant to make Northern 
a more attractive campus; 
certainly in terms of looks, but 
also attractive to prospective 
students, events and donors.
The Barnett Center expansion 
is certainly one of the biggest 
projects. It also has a lot of 
potential for return on investment. Though 
a little behind schedule, when the $3.2 
million expansion is completed, it will offer 
more locker room space, as well as bigger 
training areas and offices. It will truly take 
the center to state-of-the-art territory.
That addition is privately funded.
Students will also enjoy an expanded 
student center. A $6 million renovation 
project will offer more space, fireplaces, 
new chairs and other amenities. And 
while the NSU bookstore is shrinking a 
bit to make room for the student center, a 
coming Einstein Bros. bagel shop will be a 
nice addition.
Then there are the performing arts 
facilities.
The Johnson Fine Arts Center, one of 
the busier spots on campus, is getting $5 
million in renovations. The South Dakota 

Board of Regents approve the money in 
December, though NSU will try to raise a 
few more million dollars to bring the dated 
facility into the present.
More rehearsal space and better equipment 
will be a benefit to performers and 
audience alike. Upgrades at the Krikac 
Auditorium are also on tap.
All of these changes make Northern State 
a desirable place to learn, work and visit. 
And while funds do need to be raised, it 
is likely that alumni will be more excited 
to give when they see a bustling, growing 
school planning for the future.
Likely next on the list will be residence 
halls, as record enrollment becomes the 
norm each fall. But it’s good to know that 
all those incoming students will arrive to 
find Northern State has arranged a solid 
collegiate experience.

Copyright © 2012, Aberdeen News

AMERICAN NEWS EDITORIAL:  

Improvements at NSU  
to pay off in long run 

NSU now offers online 
master’s degree in banking 
and financial services

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
Master of Science in Banking and Financial 
Services was approved by the South Dakota 
Board of Regents during its March 2012 
meeting. This is the only such program in 
South Dakota or the bordering states and 
will be taught in an online format.
The degree will prepare students for the 
intense competition in the banking and 
financial services industry that they will 
face upon graduation and will provide cur-
rent banking professionals the opportunity 
for advancement. Director Bret Afdahl and 
Deputy Director John Crompton, with 
the South Dakota Division of Banking, 
stated: “In the last 10 years, the total assets 
of South Dakota state chartered banks that 
the South Dakota Division of Banking 
regulates have more than doubled. We see 
both a demand and need for quality edu-
cated personnel to manage and service the 
growing asset base of our state chartered 
banks.”
Northern worked with professionals in the 
financial services industry to develop a cur-
riculum that meets the needs of the finan-
cial services sector. The curriculum consists 
of 12 three-credit courses, with two courses 
offered each semester (fall, spring, summer) 
over a two-year span. 
Graduates from the undergraduate pro-
gram are currently employed across the 
country in banks as loan officers, compli-
ance and regulation officers, internal audi-
tors, as well as many other positions. In ad-
dition, some graduates are employed at the 
South Dakota State Banking Commission 
and the South Dakota Legislative Audit. 
Graduates also hold positions in several 
public accounting firms, credit unions and 
in the insurance field. 
For more information about this pro-
gram, please contact the Dean of the 
School of Business Bill Broucek at 605-
626-2400 or broucekw@northern.edu. 
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THIS SPRING, Northern State University 
musicians will get the rare opportunity to 
perform with a nationally known rock band. 

 The Aberdeen University/Civic Symphony 
will play with Kansas at the Johnson Fine 
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. April 29. It’s the 
first time Northern has brought in such a 
big-name group – and students are excited, 
said NSU Dean of Fine Arts Alan LaFave.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime experience for 
them,” LaFave said. “It’s certainly something 
they’ll never forget.”

 LaFave said the orchestra under the direction 
of Robert Vodnoy has really elevated its 
level of performance, which made this 
event possible. The event will bring a lot of 
visibility and energy to the university, he said.

 LaFave said NSU hopes to be able to do 
high-profile events such as these on a more 

regular basis – touring Broadway shows, big 
name entertainment, etc.

 The appeal of Kansas spans generations, he 
said. The rock band is known for hit songs 
such as “Dust in the Wind,” “Carry on My 
Wayward Son” and “Point of Know Return” 
– and fans won’t be disappointed.

 “You’re going to hear all the classics,” LaFave 
said.

 LaFave said Kansas got its start as a student 
rock band at Washburn University in Kansas. 
Now the band is trying to encourage music 
education. It started its collegiate tour in 
2010, he said.

 NSU had been in communication with 
Kansas for more than a year, so it’s great to 
see the event come to fruition, he said.

“It’s really exciting.”

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
Annual Juried Student Exhibition was March 
19-April 6 in the faculty gallery on the first 
floor of Spafford Hall. 

 The opening reception was 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
March 22. The juror, Augustana College 
Associate Professor of Art Tom Shields, 
announced the winners during the reception.

 This year for the first time, NSU President 
Jim Smith purchased two prints from 
this event to go on permanent display in 
the Missouri River Room. He will do so 
annually.

 “We have a proud history of producing 
fine art and educating excellent artists 

here at NSU,” Smith said. “Our students 
create wonderful pieces using all sorts of 
disparate materials – the finished products 
are creative, eye-catching and truly of the 
highest quality. Our hallways, classrooms, 
and meeting rooms should be filled with this 
type of work.”

 Smith said Northern’s new purchasing 
program is designed exactly to make that 
desire become a reality. The university will 
begin with the Missouri River Room and, 
over time, have these works displayed in 
many places throughout campus.

 “NSU is a beautiful living-learning 
environment; this program will make it even 
more so,” he said.

Kansas to rock NSUAmerican 
Roots Music 
exhibition 
coming to NSU 
NORTHERN STATE 
UNIVERSITY, in cooperation 
with the South Dakota Humanities 
Council, will explore America’s 
roots music as it hosts the local 
showing of New Harmonies: 
Celebrating American Roots Music, 
a Smithsonian Institution traveling 
exhibition. New Harmonies will be 
on view beginning April 26, 2012 
and continuing through June 10, 
2012.   
Through a selection of 
photographs, recordings, 
instruments, lyrics and artist 
profiles, New Harmonies: 
Celebrating American Roots Music 
will explore the distinct cultural 
identities of American roots music 
forms. The exhibition will examine 
the progression of American roots 
music, which is as rich and eclectic 
as our country itself. Musical genres 
profiled include sacred music, 
jazz, country/western, tejano, and 
bluegrass. 
In addition to the exhibit, 
there will be a slate of musical 
performances, both at Northern 
State University, and at venues 
throughout Aberdeen.  A full listing 
will be available at the library’s 
exhibit page (http://www.northern.
edu/academics/library/upcoming_
exhibits.aspx).
 New Harmonies: Celebrating 
American Roots Music is part 
of Museum on Main Street, a 
unique collaboration between the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service (SITES), state 
humanities councils across the 
nation, and local host institutions. 
To learn more about New 
Harmonies and other Museum on 
Main Street exhibitions, visit www.
museumonmainstreet.org. For 
more information on the South 
Dakota Humanities Council, visit 
http://www.sdhumanities.org/.

NSU Annual Juried Student Exhibition
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THE SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD 
OF REGENTS has approved Northern 
State to offer a master’s degree in banking 
and financial services, building on its 
successful undergraduate programs in that 
field. 
 “This graduate-level degree expands 
Northern’s curriculum to better meet 
the workforce needs of the banking 
and financial services industry in South 
Dakota and the Midwest region,” said 
Regents President Kathryn Johnson. A 
master of science degree will prepare 
students for a competitive market upon 
graduation, she said, and also provides 
current professionals in the field the skills 
needed to advance their careers.
 The regional banking industry expects 
a number of executives to retire over the 
next several years, creating a need for 
qualified individuals to fill management 
positions. A former banking regulator 
said the key to any financial institution’s 
success is the quality and education 
of the management team; Northern’s 

graduate degree will give new and current 
employees the tools to effectively compete 
in the industry. The university consulted 
with industry leaders during development 
of the curriculum.
 NSU already offers bachelor and associate 
degrees, a minor, and certificates in the 
banking and financial services program. 
Today’s action also authorizes the new 
graduate degree for distance delivery, 
allowing bankers from across the country 
to earn this credential online. 
The board also approved online delivery 
for several of its existing degrees, 
including master’s degrees in leadership 
and administration, teaching and learning, 
instructional design in E-learning, and 
training and development in E-learning. 
Officials said putting these degrees online 
expands educational opportunity to more 
students who find themselves place bound 
due to work or family considerations.
A bachelor’s degree in international 
business studies at NSU was also approved 
for online delivery.

New online programs 
coming to NSU

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
request to offer its International Business 
Bachelor of Arts degree online was 
approved by the South Dakota Board 
of Regents during their March 2012 
meeting.
NSU hosts the Center of Excellence in 
International Business and offers the only 
undergraduate degree in International 
Business in the BOR system. The program 
is one of the few in North America 
accredited by the Network of International 
Business Schools www. nibsnet.org
Online delivery of this undergraduate 
program will accommodate not only 
students who cannot attend the Northern 
campus but also those who need to take 
online courses due to their work schedule.
NSU’s international reputation and 

connections will allow it to market the 
online degree to students in China, Korea, 
and India.
As trade activities in South Dakota and 
the Upper Midwest grow, it is a priority 
for higher education to provide graduates 
with the specialized skills needed to 
function in a global environment.
According to the South Dakota Exporter 
Directory there are more than 230 
companies statewide that engage in 
international exports, providing broad-
based demand for graduates with 
International Business skills. 
For more information about this 
program, please contact the Dean of the 
School of Business Bill Broucek at 605-
626-2400 or broucekw@northern.edu.

NSU now offers online option for 
international business major

INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED 
trumpeter Joe Burgstaller performed with 
the NSU Symphonic Band at 7:30 p.m. 
March 31 in the Johnson Fine Arts Center.

 The NSU band was thrilled at the 
opportunity to host Burgstaller, said NSU 
Director of Bands Boyd Perkins.

 “In the professional trumpet arena, Joe is 
one of the finest in the world,” Perkins said.

Burgstaller was a child prodigy who began 
the cornet at age 6. By age 15, he was the 
youngest professional in the Virginia Opera 
Orchestra. Three CDs by the internationally 
recognized ensemble Canadian Brass 
featuring Burgstaller became Top 10 
Billboard hits.

Burgstaller also presented a free brass master 
class at noon April 1 in the Johnson Fine 
Arts Center, sponsored by Engel Music of 
Aberdeen. All aspiring musicians of any age 
were invited. 

This was Burgstaller’s second appearance 
in Aberdeen. Burgstaller performed his 
trademark mariachi style trumpeting with 
“La Virgen de la Macarena” and “Habanera.” 
An extremely versatile performer, Burgstaller 
also performed in the baroque style with 
“Concerto in d Minor,” an arrangement of 
Vivaldi and J.S. Bach’s music. 

Internationally famous 
trumpet virtuoso 
performs with NSU 
Symphonic Band
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THE ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY/
CIVIC SYMPHONY presented its 
spring concert, “Music at the Movies,” at 
7:30 p.m. April 21 in the auditorium of 
Northern State University’s Johnson Fine 
Arts Center. 

The concert featured internationally 
acclaimed violinist Rachel Barton Pine. 
Pine was in Aberdeen for a four-day 
residency that included performing with 
the orchestra, being the keynote speaker 
for the “Magic of the Violin Workshop” 
and visiting Aberdeen public schools. The 
residency was hosted by the 50-member 
college-community orchestra, conducted 
by Robert Vodnoy.

Pine has appeared as soloist with many of 
the world’s most prestigious orchestras, 
including the Chicago, Atlanta, St. Louis, 
Dallas, Baltimore, Montreal, Vienna, New 
Zealand and Iceland symphonies, and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra.

At the concert, Pine performed five violin 
masterpieces that were featured in major 
motion pictures. The program included 
the finales of Brahms’ Violin Concerto 

(“There Will Be Blood”), Tchaikovsky’s 
Violin Concerto (“Unfaithfully Yours”) 
and Mozart’s Violin Concerto No. 3 
(“Master and Commander”). 

The symphony also performed powerful 
and award-winning musical scores 
from John Williams’ “Jurassic Park” 
and “Schindler’s List,” as well as Hans 
Zimmer’s “The Prince of Egypt.”

The “Magic of the Violin Workshop” was 
presented by the South Dakota String 
Teacher Association in conjunction with 
the Northern State University Office of 
Online and Continuing Education. In 
addition to Pine’s keynote address and 
open master class April 20, there were 
sessions April 21 and 22 with clinicians 
Brian Cole, James Weaver and Vodnoy. 
Participants also attended an open 
rehearsal with Pine and the orchestra and 
receive tickets for the concert.

Additional sponsors for the concert and 
residency included the Aberdeen Hotel 
Alliance and the city of Aberdeen, with 
assistance from The Ward Hotel and Harr 
Motors.

Violinist performs with Aberdeen 
University/Civic Symphony

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 
took first-place in five divisions at the 
annual South Dakota National Association 
of Teachers of Singing (SD NATS) 
competition held March 24th and 25th. 
NSU hosted the event this year. 

NSU had 144 entries this year, up from 
89 in 2011 and entered nine of the 11 
divisions.  
At the annual meeting Dr. Darci Bultema 
was voted in as president-elect and will 
serve as vice-president and auditions chair 
for the next two years.

Northern takes honors at singing competition
Senior Women: 
1st place - Michelle Monroe, Pierre 
3rd place - Kristina Olfert, Madison

Junior Men: 
1st place - Anthony Rohr, Dickinson, N.D. 
4th place - Cody Swanson, Langford 

Junior Women: 
2nd place - Megan Case, Scranton, N.D. 
3rd place - Larissa Buchholz, Tripp

Sophomore Men: 
1st place - Joe Weseloh, Watertown 
3rd place - Brandon Sieck, Onida

Sophomore Women: 
1st place - Emily Davis, Aberdeen

Freshmen Men: 
5th place - Jonathan Miller, Kimball

Freshmen Women: 
1st place - Natalie Allcock, Britton
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THE NORTHERN STATE UNIVER-
SITY HONORS PROGRAM continues 
to grow and offer unique opportunities to 
students and the community. 

 The honors program, which has increased 
from 60 students in previous years to 
120 this year, sponsored a community 
discussion with a best-selling author. “An 
Evening with Charles Mann” was 7:30 
p.m. March 21 in the NSU Johnson Fine 
Arts Center Theater. 

Founded in 1983, the NSU Honors Pro-
gram is an enrichment program for aca-
demically talented and highly motivated 
students to gain depth in understanding 
of their chosen major and to highlight and 
strengthen their academic abilities.

“The honors program benefits students 
by challenging them academically and by 
giving them the opportunity to conduct 
undergraduate research in their discipline,” 
said Erin Fouberg, honors program direc-
tor.

Fouberg said honors classes differ from 
traditional classes in that they are smaller 
sections, and they usually involve a lot of 
discussion. There is also a social aspect to 
the program. Honors students can live 
on the honors floor in Lindberg Hall, 
take part in honors socials and attend the 
honors retreat in Rapid City each fall or a 
regional honors meeting in the spring.

To graduate In Honoribus, a student must 
have a 3.5 cumulative GPA and 18 credits 

in honors coursework, including an hon-
ors thesis or project. Every student con-
ducts undergraduate research to complete 
an honors thesis or project. Last semester, 
Fouberg said, student projects included: 
extracting primers from the DNA of false 
map turtles; applying trauma theory to 
“Wuthering Heights”; studying group 
think as it applied to Enron; and writing 
and teaching science curriculum for gifted 
fourth- and fifth-graders. 

NSU senior Mikayla Barondeau has been 
in the honors program for four years. 
Barondeau, a Frederick native, said the 
program surrounded her with faculty who 
believed in her and her goals. 

“I’ve enjoyed meeting other students who 
have high expectations and achievement 
standards and who support one another,” 
she said, adding that she has also enjoyed 
the speakers who have come to campus.

Ethan Brown, a junior from Flower 
Mound, Texas, has been in the honors 

program since his freshman year. He is 
currently the program’s vice president. 
Brown said the program has benefitted 
him through opportunity.

“Through the honors program, I’ve been 
given so many great opportunities – from 
working on my leadership skills, to net-
working for my future, to just having fun 
with everyone in the program,” he said.

Along with benefitting students, the 
NSU Honors Program also enhances the 
community. This is the second year the 
program brought a best-selling author to 
Aberdeen.

“Last year, Ted Conover’s visit sparked a 
fire in honors students and the larger NSU 
community to become advocates in their 
own education, as Conover urged,” Fou-
berg said. “Earning a college degree should 
be an active process where students engage 
and are excited to learn.”

Bringing Conover and Mann to campus 
is important, Fouberg said, because it 
reminds everyone that being curious and 
excited about learning makes earning an 
education a rewarding experience. It also 
encourages the Aberdeen community to 
continue learning.

While at NSU, Mann discussed his best-
selling books “1491,” an examination 
of civilizations in the Americas prior to 
European colonization, and “1493,” which 
addresses the Columbian exchange and the 
foundations of globalization.

NSU Honors Program sees growth

NORTHERN 
STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
President Jim 
Smith announced 
Veronica Paulson 
as the next Vice 
President for 
Finance and 
Administration.    

“Veronica has proven to be a skilled 
financial leader over her many years here 
at NSU.  She is a fine finance person but is 
also the type of individual who can engage 
with internal and external populations in 

the very best of ways,” said Smith. “She 
knows our system and is well considered 
in Pierre.  I look forward to her leadership 
as VP for Finance and Administration here 
at Northern.” 

Northern had been working to fill the 
position since former Vice President for 
Finance and Administration Donald 
Erlenbusch retired in December. 

“I am very happy to have the opportunity 
to serve as NSU’s Vice President for 
Finance and Administration.  This is 
an exciting time at Northern with the 
building projects and the growth in our 
enrollment,” said Paulson. “I am looking 

forward to working with everyone to keep 
the university growing and improving.” 

Paulson had worked as a controller at 
NSU since 1991 and was the interim vice 
president for finance and administration. 
Paulson’s work experience also includes 
staff accountant at Levi, Engelhart & 
Wolff, Certified Public Accountants 
(formerly Harlan Peterson & Co.). 
Paulson, a CPA, has a bachelor’s degree 
from Northern State University.

The VP for Finance and Administration 
provides leadership for facilities, 
bookstore, human resources, and all 
financial operations of the university. 

NSU Announces New VP for Finance and Administration
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THE CAST AND 
CREW of Northern 
State University’s 
production of “Xanadu” 
laced up their skates 
and sported headbands 
in preparation for 
performances of this 
musical in April.
All elements of the show 
grabbed the audience’s 
attention, but the mix 
of 1980s and Greek 
inspired costumes was a 
new addition to NSU’s 
stage. Nicole Frachiseur, 
costumer for the produc-
tion and an NSU gradu-
ate, said the costumes in 
the production were the result of mixing 
the 1980s with “Clash of the Titans.”
“I began with refreshing my Greek histori-
cal costume knowledge, watching ‘Titans,’ 
and re-living (I mean researching) 80s 
fashion,” Frachiseur commented. 
She then put together a plethora of images 
and started sketching each character. 
Brandon Sieck of Onida appeared on 
stage and helped with costumes. He 
designed the costumes for the final dance 
number.
Frachiseur is no stranger to costumes. She 
has been professionally costuming for 
about 12 years. 
“I really started in theater as a student at 
NSU,” Frachiseur said. 

What started as making up for missed 
deadlines ended up turning into a career. 
“I had missed some deadlines to write pa-
pers for my intro to theatre class, and the 
professor offered for me to be on run crew 
in lieu of writing a paper. The next thing 
I knew I was work study in the costume 
shop and designing soon after that,” she 
remarked. 
Along with the costumes for “Xanadu,” 
Frachiseur is also in charge of wigs. 
Because of the many costume changes in 
the show, she tried to limit the amount of 
wigs used. As for the makeup, Frachiseur 
said, “The actors learn how to do their 
own hair and makeup. Contrary to what a 
lot of people believe, even most Broadway 
actors do their own makeup.”

Northern State University’s 
production of “Xanadu”

THE NSU DEPARTMENT of Languag-
es, Literature and Speech Communication 
hosted the 20th Annual Northern Plains 
Conference on Early British Literature 
April 13 and 14.
The conference covered topics that range 
from the spiritual writings of Ango-Saxon 
England to the literature of the neo-classi-
cal age.
Plenary speaker is Dr. Jay Ruud, former 
Dean of the NSU College of Arts and 
Sciences, Ruud is now chair of the English 
Department at the University of Central 
Arkansas. Following lunch in the Missouri 

River Room, Ruud discussed “Anne of 
Bohemia and the Making of Europe.”
Presenters on both days included scholars 
from universities in South Dakota, Min-
nesota and North Dakota.
Friday’s activities concluded with a dinner 
and social hour at the Ramada Inn. The 
conference closed with lunch on Saturday 
in the Missouri River Room.
For more information contact Lysbeth 
Em Benkert, Chair, NSU Department of 
Languages, Literature and Speech Com-
munication at benkertl@northern.edu.

NSU hosts conference on Early British Literature

NSU professor and 
student to present at 
symposium
ALAN L. NEVILLE, associate professor 
of education, and Alyssa Kaye Anderson, 
elementary education major from Langford, 
presented at the “1862-2012 –The Making 
of the Great Plains Symposium” at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Neville and Anderson presented their paper, 
“The Diminishment of the Great Sioux 
Reservation: Treaties, Tricks, and Time,” on 
Thursday, March 29.
The symposium begins with a Welcoming 
Reception at the Great Plains Art Museum. 
Following the reception, a featured talk by 
Donald Worster was held at the Lied Center 
for Performing Arts.
Plenary and concurrent sessions plus a 
luncheon was held in the Nebraska Union.
A featured talk was given by William 
Thomas III, will be held at the Sheldon 
Museum of Art.
A featured talk by Sarah Carter, Daniel 
Wildcat and David Wishart was held in the 
auditorium.
The symposium concluded with a hors 
d’oeuvres reception and informal talk at 
the Homestead National Monument of 
America. 

NSU students headed 
to New Jersey
TEN NORTHERN STATE 
UNIVERSITY students spent their spring 
break doing service projects in another state.
 The students traveled to Camp Vacamas, 
a youth camp in New Jersey, March 4-9 
with NSU faculty member Alyssa Kiesow. 
Student trip leaders were Mike Newman 
and Ty Williams. At the camp, students 
performed light maintenance duties and also 
tutored and mentored youth.
The alternative break trips are organized 
through Northern’s SERVE group. Trips are 
typically sponsored during the winter, spring 
and summer breaks. Students pay their own 
way, often through raising funds.
Alternative break trips provide a service to a 
group in need and teach students the value 
of active citizenship, said Bart Carithers, 
director of student activities.
“It’s a wonderful learning experience,” 
Carithers said.
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Dr. Umesh Korde appointed inaugural Pearson Chair in 
Mechanical Engineering
Dr. Umesh Korde has been appointed as the inaugural 
Pearson Chair in Mechanical Engineering at the South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology.

Larry and Linda Pearson provided an endowment in 2008 to 
establish the chair, originally created as a professorship. 

The endowment funds the education and training of engineers, 
as well as the research that supports sound industry 
development practices with a focus on energy sustainability. 

Dr. Korde has a global reputation for research emphasizing 
control and dynamics of systems oscillating in response 
to wave motion, particularly on optimizing their motion to 
maximize absorbed power in real time. He has served as 
associate editor of the journal Ocean Engineering since 2007. 

He was appointed the inaugural Pearson Professor in 2010. 
His current research projects include control of wave energy 
converters and deformable optics for space applications and 
concentrators for solar energy conversion. 

“The institution and our department are fortunate to 
have benefactors such as Larry and Linda Pearson. 
This endowment will enable breakthrough research and 
undergraduate education projects of national significance 

Newsletter May 2012

for decades to come, and I am fortunate to be part of this 
exciting development,” Dr. Korde said.

Mr. Pearson, a 1972 Mines mechanical engineering 
graduate, is retired as a senior management executive 
with Tenaska, Inc., one of the largest independent power 
producers in the United States. He continues to consult for 
and serve on Tenaska’s board. 

Mr. Pearson acknowledged that reliable future energy 
initiatives need to be researched, developed and promoted. 
“We cannot think of a better place for this type of research 
and education to take place than at the School of Mines. 
We are honored to be able to support the School of Mines 
through the establishment of this endowed chair,” he said. 

President Robert A. Wharton, Ph.D., honored the Pearsons 
and Dr. Korde at a recent reception.

“Thanks to generous benefactors such as Larry and Linda 
Pearson, the School of Mines enjoys a world-class research 
reputation. We are proud that our alumni go on to achieve 
high levels of success in their careers as well as give back 
to their alma mater to promote the growth and development 
of students and faculty alike. Dr. Umesh Korde is a worthy 
recipient of this prestigious chair,” President Wharton said.

President Robert A. Wharton, right, hosted 
a recent reception to honor Larry and Linda 
Pearson for their endowment.

SOUTH DAKOTA
SCHOOL OF MINES & TECHNOLOGY

Dr. Umesh 
Korde 
addresses 
a group of 
well-wishers 
honoring 
him as the 
inaugural 
Pearson 
Chair in 
Mechanical 
Engineering.
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Dr. Kenner named Fulbright Scholar, headed to Mongolia

Six seniors inducted into Leadership Hall of Fame

Dr. Scott Kenner of the South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology has been named a Fulbright Scholar and will travel to 
Mongolia during the next academic year to teach and conduct an 
extended research project.

A professor in the civil and environmental engineering 
department, Dr. Kenner applied specifically for the Mongolia 
program after traveling to the northern Asian country last summer. 
He is among 800 U.S. faculty and professionals selected annually 
to teach and conduct research abroad as a Fulbright Scholar.

Dr. Kenner proposes to teach a graduate level watershed 
monitoring course at Mongolian University of Science and 
Technology (MUST) in Ulaanbaatar during the fall 2012 semester. 
He hopes to also work with faculty and students to initiate an 
assessment and modeling research project on the Tyyn zon River 
watershed, which would continue during the spring of 2013. 

In addition, he plans to develop an assessment and modeling 
project on the Khangal River watershed in conjunction with the 
Erdenet Institute of Technology. Mining in that area for three 
decades has created environmental and water resource concerns. 

engineering management senior from Chandler, Ariz. She 
has an internship with John Deere in Rock Valley, Iowa, this 
summer and will graduate in December.

• Christopher Peters – Peters is a mining engineering and 
management senior from Dell Rapids. He has accepted a 
position with Cate Equipment in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Six seniors from the South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology were recently inducted into the 2012 Leadership 
Hall of Fame. 

The Leadership Hall of Fame is a prestigious award that 
honors student leaders from the School of Mines. Each year, a 
selection committee comprised of faculty, staff, administration 
and a past inductee selects between four and six students who 
have demonstrated excellent leadership skills and have made 
a significant impact to the campus community. The selection 
committee also considers off-campus involvement. 

This year’s inductees are:

• Abigail Carda – Carda is an industrial engineering and 
engineering management and mathematics senior from 
Sidney, Mont. She has accepted a position with John Deere 
in Waterloo, Iowa. 

• Anthony Kulesa – Kulesa is a civil and environmental 
engineering senior from Warner. He has been accepted to 
graduate school at the School of Mines.

• Codie Hughes – Hughes is a chemical engineering senior 
from Huron. She has an internship with Cargill in Sioux City, 
Iowa, and will graduate in December. 

• Kelsey Koch – Koch is a chemistry senior from Sioux Falls. 
She will attend medical school at the University of South 
Dakota. 

• Ariel Granillo – Granillo is an industrial engineering and 

Dr. Scott Kenner guides a student through bridge modeling. As a Fulbright 
Scholar, he will travel to Mongolia to teach and initiate a watershed project.

From left, Abigail Carda, Anthony Kulesa, Codie Hughes, Kelsey Koch, Ariel 
Granillo and Christopher Peters were inducted into the 2012 Leadership Hall 
of Fame at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology.
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Mines dedicates lab which produces autonomous robots
The South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
has dedicated one of its robotics labs to honor L-3 
Communications, Communications Systems West.

The McLaury Hall lab is focused on projects through the 
Computational Sciences and Robotics (CSR) graduate 
program and was dedicated to the Salt Lake City company 
because of its ongoing involvement with the School of Mines and 
donation of equipment and cash gifts. Through interdisciplinary 
team mentorship programs, many undergraduate students 
benefit, as well, though the lab operates under the purview of 
the mathematics and computer science department.

After a brief April 2 ceremony, students demonstrated ground 
and flying robots they created from scratch in the lab. The type 
of robotics and software created by students could eventually 
be used for search-and-rescue or reconnaissance missions.

Ryan Housh, a School of Mines graduate student, explains sensors and other 
components of a camera-equipped ground robot to Career Center Director Darrell 
Sawyer. The robot was built in the newly-renamed lab.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard has appointed South 
Dakota School of Mines President Robert A. 
Wharton to the board of directors of the South 
Dakota Science and Technology Authority 
overseeing the Sanford Underground Research 
Facility at the Homestake mine in Lead.

“Dr. Wharton has been a strong advocate for 
the Sanford Underground Research Facility and 
for research at the lab by scientists from South 
Dakota,” the Governor said. “He will be a great 

Until recently, CSR was known as the Robotics and Intelligent 
Autonomous Systems program. It is a specialized computer 
science master’s level program training students in machine 
intelligence, computer vision, sensor and signal processing 
and motion planning. 

The graduate program was initiated in 2009 and enrolls 15 
students who work in two labs. McLaury room 111, which was 
formally named L-3 Communications Embedded Systems 
and Robotics Lab, is where students manipulate the hardware 
to build robots. It has a magnifying solder rework station, 
power supplies, a mill, computers and other components, 
most of which were donated by L3-West. The systems 
integration lab a few doors down is primarily where software 
is designed to transform a robot shell into an autonomous 
intelligent machine capable of performing complex tasks.

L-3 West, which provides communication systems for the 
Department of Defense and other government surveillance, 
reconnaissance and airborne intelligence collection systems, 
has strong ties to the School of Mines. Its president and 
general manager, Susan Opp, is a 1985 electrical engineering 
alumna. Its director of software development, June Knight, is 
a 1996 computer science alumna. Company representatives 
serve on the Industrial Advisory Board of the mathematics 
and computer science department and have hired a number 
of Mines graduates.

“As our summer intern program has evolved in recent 
years we have taken a more active role in recruiting at the 
university,” Knight said, adding that the School of Mines has 
been “very responsive in listening to the needs of industry 
and adjusting curriculum to ensure that the university 
continues to produce some of the highest quality graduates 
in the country. The program is a direct result of how industry 
and academia can partner to ensure that students are well 
prepared to enter the workplace as not only highly skilled but 
also well-rounded employees.”

Governor appoints President Wharton to SDSTA board of directors 
addition to the Science and Technology Authority.”

“I am honored the Governor asked me,” President 
Wharton said. “The School of Mines and all of the 
other universities in South Dakota have a vested 
interest in the activities of the Sanford Underground 
Research Facility, and I hope to be able to 
represent those interests during my tenure. The 
future of the facility has great promise for education, 
research and economic development in the state, 
and I am looking forward to doing my part.”
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SDSM&T students host Rocky Mountain regional chemical 
engineering conference

Mines junior chemical engineering student from Dell Rapids.

Yuriy Makar, the other conference co-chair, said the itinerary 
was designed to advance students in their careers. The 
conference also included a career/graduate school fair at the 
Civic Center.

“The conference offers students the opportunity to network 
with professionals from industry and academia, explore 
potential career paths and expand their knowledge of the 
chemical engineering field,” said Makar, a senior chemical 
engineering student from Rapid City.

The Mines AIChE student chapter last hosted the event in 
1999 and is scheduled to host again in 2024.

Mines chemical engineering students hosted nearly 130 
of their peers from universities throughout seven states at 
the Rocky Mountain Regional Conference of the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE). 

The highlight of the March 30-April 1 conference was a 
competition at the Rushmore Civic Center during which 
shoe-box sized cars were powered by chemical reactions 
engineered by students. Cars had three minutes to start, travel 
a set distance carrying water weight and stop.

The three top teams will advance to the national competition in 
Pittsburgh in the fall.

Students also organized tours of the School of Mines campus 
and its Composites and Polymer Engineering (CAPE) lab.

Other conference highlights include a research paper 
competition, an awards banquet, workshops featuring industry 
speakers addressing topics such as transforming society 
with silicone, innovations in chemical engineering, sugars 
and renewable fuels, dark matter and how understanding 
of megatrends in energy, climate change, food/nutrition, 
infrastructure/transportation and water will change society.

“One of the main goals of the conference was to provide 
students an experience that enhances their professional 
career by having chemical engineering workshops and 
presentations and an experience that is enjoyable and 
promotes networking between schools and within schools,” 
said Daniel Hines, one of the conference co-chairs and a 

Sixty students were recognized for their achievements during the 
annual Honors Convocation on April 2.

Trevor Moheit, left, and Michael Neilson, right, prepare the School of 
Mines car for the Rocky Mountain Regional competition. 

Departmental and academic achievement awards were 
presented to 60 students at the 61st annual Honors 
Convocation on April 2. 

Scholarship recipients were also recognized with the 
Brass LIFE Award, Frank Family International Fund, John 
T. Vucurevich Presidential Awards, Joseph F. Nelson 
Endowment Scholarship, Terry Newlin Memorial Scholarship, 
and the Frank and Marilyn Richardson Scholars Program 
Awards.

Also recognized were McKie Automotive Group with the 
2012 Mines Award for Outstanding Public Service and two 
high school teachers nominated by Mines students: Jennifer 
Anders of Buffalo and Thor Gunderson of Gillette, Wyo.

Honors convocation recognizes 60 students, teachers, McKie
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A year’s worth of technical design research culminated April 17 for 
200 graduating School of Mines students as they demonstrated 
their achievements at the 2012 Senior Design Fair.

This year’s line-up included 60 team designs as diverse as a 
Samurai sword project and a water purification system that will 
be delivered to a Tanzania St. Jude educational facility. Mines 
students also collaborated with Western Dakota Tech and local 
high schools to build a custom motorcycle which will appear on 
the cover of the 2013 Drag Specialties catalog.

Additional projects included common chemical production; 
campus master planning projects; a NASA lunar regolith 
excavator; a bite force estimator for the Mammoth Site; and local 
mine reclamation projects. 

Traditional student design projects from the Center of Excellence 
for Advanced Manufacturing and Production (CAMP) were 

Seniors sign off on year-long technical designs

also displayed. Among them: a concrete canoe, steel bridge, 
Formula car, Baja vehicle and alternative fuel vehicle. CAMP 
teams behind these projects push the envelope of engineering 
design while developing collaborative skills essential for their 
future careers, said fair organizer Jason Ash, an instructor in the 
mechanical engineering department.

“The projects on display represent a major design experience 
that provides final preparation for an engineering career. It 
is a great opportunity for the public, middle and high school 
students to interactively observe the results of a School of Mines 
education,” Ash said.

All graduating seniors in engineering disciplines and computer 
science are required to participate in two semesters of team 
design. Many projects receive sponsorship from private industry, 
government agencies and local businesses.

SDSM&T awarded most scholarships by mining, metallurgy society
• Mackenzie Nolan, John Sidney Marshall Scholarship, 

$1,500.
• Mackenzie Nolan, Eugene P. Pfleider Memorial 

Scholarship, $1,000.
• Crystal Croston, a senior mining engineering and 

management major from Gillette, Wyo., John Sidney 
Marshall Scholarship, $1,500.

• Justine Victoria Sorensen, a senior mining engineering and 
management major from Vermillion, Mining & Exploration 
Division Scholarship, $3,500.

• Justine Victoria Sorensen, Gerald V. Henderson Industrial 
Minerals & Aggregates Memorial Scholarship, $2,500.

• Christopher Peters, a senior mining engineering 
and management major from Dell Rapids, Mineral & 
Metallurgical Processing Division Scholarship, $1,000.

The Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration awarded more 
scholarships to School of Mines students than to any other 
university this year. 

In all, eight scholarships totaling $16,500 were awarded to five 
Mines students. The Englewood, Colo.-based society awarded 
$138,125 in scholarships to students from 47 universities in the U.S.

Scholarship recipients are:

• Brett Carlson, a junior metallurgical engineering major from 
Rapid City, Mineral & Metallurgical Processing Division 
Scholarship, $3,000.

• Mackenzie Marie Nolan, a junior mining engineering and 
management major from Davison, Mich., Coal & Energy 
Division Scholarship, $2,500.
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School of Mines students, from left, Tristin Lehmann, Michael Snyder 
and Christopher Cody, devised a model to compute the weight of 
leaves on a tree.

Mines students study trees, 
rivers in math modeling contest
Six School of Mines students competed in the 28th annual 
Mathematical Contest in Modeling (MCM). The students were 
presented with complex problems requiring them to research, 
develop a mathematical model, simulate the model using a 
computer and write a technical report all in one weekend.

Senior Tristin Lehmann of Pine City, Minn., senior Michael 
Snyder of Rapid City and junior Christopher Cody of Saint 
Peter, Minn., were challenged to develop a mathematical 
model to estimate the weight of leaves in a tree.  Another 
team of students was comprised of senior Erica Daniels of 
Worthing, sophomore Jessica Gillaspie of Rapid City and 
senior Nels Leonard of Rapid City, who were challenged to 
develop a model to regulate the use of a river by tourists 
during a camping season.

Results of judging were expected to be announced by the 
end of the semester. All School of Mines student competitors 
are majoring in applied and computational mathematics. 

School of Mines students, from left, Erica Daniels, Jessica Gillaspie and 
Nels Leonard, developed a model to regulate tourist flow down a river.

Wright named to research, 
economic development position
Joseph Wright has been named associate 
vice president for research-economic 
development at the South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology.

Wright joined the School of Mines from 
Sioux City, Iowa, where he served as 
director of technology transfer and 
business retention for The Siouxland 
Initiative (TSI), the economic development 
organization for the tri-state area of Nebraska, Iowa and South 
Dakota. During his time at TSI he launched two technology 
based start-ups and integrated university technologies into 
several existing companies in the Siouxland region. 

An entrepreneur, he started a custom utility building company, 
which has grown to more than $1.4 million in sales, while 
graduating cum laude in biology with a minor in chemistry from 
Utah Valley University. He worked at the University of Kansas 
office of technology transfer and intellectual property while 
attending law school at KU. It was there that he discovered his 
passion for technology commercialization.

As associate vice president for research-economic 
development, Wright will be tasked with helping to improve 
the economic welfare of western South Dakota and providing 
an opportunity for School of Mines faculty, staff and students 
to realize the commercial potential of their innovations. He will 
oversee the development of entrepreneurial initiatives and 
implement a system to manage intellectual property. 

Artificial intelligence, alternative 
fuels among presentations
Artificial intelligence, algae-fed alternative fuels, mercury 
deposits in South Dakota lakes, viability of friction-stir welding 
repairs to aircraft aluminum and old vs. new knife-making 
processes were among student research topics presented 
at the March 27 third annual 2012 Undergraduate Research 
Symposium. 

“In today’s competitive and demanding job market, research 
experience is one of the key educational components that 
bestows a competitive advantage to our students,” said Dr. 
Ronald White, vice president for research.

Presentations included reports on ongoing or completed 
research and design projects, and reviews of recent advances 
in engineering, science, mathematics, humanities or social 
sciences.

ATTACHMENT I     27



The Circle K International chapter of the South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology was recognized for Distinguished 
Club Improvement, Outstanding Single Service Award and 
Club Achievement at a district convention.

Students attending the March 24 Minnesota Dakotas 
(Minn-Dak) Circle K District Convention in Brookings were 
Rushang Bhardwaj, a freshman chemical engineering major 
from Gurgaon, India; Anne Christensen, club secretary/
treasurer, a sophomore industrial engineering and engineering 
management major from Sioux Falls; Spencer Ferguson, club 
president, a junior civil engineering major from Sioux Falls; 
Zebedee Johnson, a freshman mining engineering major from 
New Richmond, Wisc.; Nicholas Kelly, a junior mechanical 
engineering major from Sioux Falls; and Hayden Waisanen, 
a senior computer science major from Deadwood. Waisanen 
was elected as the 2012-2013 Minn-Dak district governor 
and Zebedee Johnson was elected lieutenant governor of the 
Circle K Dakota Star Division.

Ferguson was awarded one of four $1,000 Will Backes 
Scholarships during the convention. 

Waisanen delivered the keynote address, “The Epidemic of 
Service,” at the convention banquet based on the first-place 
honor his presentation received during the summer 2011 
Circle K International Convention.

The SDSM&T Circle K chapter is the college affiliate of the 
Rapid City Downtown Kiwanis Club. Student members of 
the service organization have logged 500 hours of volunteer 
work so far this school year, including organizing the trick-
or-treat for canned goods, collaborating with the Black Hills 
Workshop through the Heroes and Hardrockers program and 
participating with the Martin Luther King Day-on food drive. 

Circle K chapter recognized 
at district convention

Members of the School of Mines Circle K International chapter recently 
attending the district convention were, from left, Anne Christensen, 
Zebedee Johnson, Hayden Waisanen, Spencer Ferguson, Rushang 
Bhardwaj and Nicholas Kelly. Dr. Patricia Mahon, dean of students, is the 
group’s sponsor.

Mines student earns honorable 
mention in IBM contest

Austin Wentz, a senior at the South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology, earned 
honorable mention in his division of the 
recent IBM contest: Master the Mainframe 
for 2011. 

The contest centered on utilizing the 
mainframe architecture, which is a 
traditional workhorse for the management of 
a large volume of transactions, a common 
need in the areas of banking, financing and commerce.

Wentz, a computer science major, participated in the part 3 
division of the IBM contest, which is reserved for the most 
advanced competitors. Students had three months to explore the 
system they had to work on and complete an extensive project 
that involved multiple programming languages and maintaining 
the desired security protocols. 

Wentz, who lives in Summerset, attended St. Thomas More High 
School in Rapid City.

International students shared their diversity through food, 
entertainment and cultural displays at the annual expo March 29 
and March 31. Hundreds of school children from throughout the 
Black Hills participated in cultural activities, traditional crafts and 
storytelling from various cultures.

The School of Mines enrolls 120 international students 
representing more than 30 countries this semester. International 
students have been sharing their cultures with the community 
through the annual expo for more than 40 years, said Suzi 
Aadland, director of the university’s Ivanhoe International Center.

Cultural expo features food, 
entertainment, displays

School of Mines students celebrate their diversity at the annual cultural expo.
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Energy leaders focus on 
bioprocessing technology

Increased funding for high-priority areas in bioprocessing 
research highlighted the agenda of the 2012 Center for 
Bioprocessing Research & Development Advisory Board 
meeting hosted by the School of Mines.

The center, housed at the South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology, was established in 2006 as a partnership 
with South Dakota State University. This was the third year 
the School of Mines hosted the annual meeting of the CBRD 
advisory board, which was formed in 2009 and is comprised of 
representatives from federal labs, state government, industry 
and business organizations.

A record high of more than 60 people attended the March 
8-9 meeting, with board members from federal labs and 
industry such as National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
Argonne National Laboratory, Air Force Research Laboratory, 
Novozymes, ICM and Poet traveling from throughout the United 
States. 

Dr. Lew Christopher, CBRD director and professor in the School 
of Mines Department of Chemical & Biological Engineering, said 
advanced biofuels, conversion/separation technologies and co-
product development were high priority focus topics.

“They have high funding potential and since we as a center 
have the necessary expertise, we need to explore these funding 
opportunities which help us accomplish our objectives,” he 
said. The CBRD brings together the bioprocessing research 
and development resources of more than 115 researchers from 
the School of Mines and SDSU. This year, in addition to 32 
faculty members from the two schools, 79 students and eight 
researchers have been involved in CBRD-related projects.

Student and faculty research in nanotechnology was 
showcased at the School of Mine’s Nano Expo 2012. 

Graduate student Nan Zheng was among 17 students in 
the Nanoscience and Nanoengineering Ph.D. program who 
presented posters highlighting their dissertation research. She 
said the expo was intended to not only showcase research but 
also serve as a vehicle to help the public better understand 
nano research and its applications. 

Her own research focused on a technique to measure strains 
of solar cell layers on the nanometer length scale and to 
predict the stability for potential future high-efficiency solar cells. 

“Our energy supply today is increasingly reliant on fossil 
fuels. With more efficient, lower-cost solar cells, we could 
get our energy from sunshine, and it’s green. I’m looking for 
something more green, more eco-friendly, and that’s why I 
chose nano for my future career,” Zheng said.

Current Mines research projects include developing nano-
fluids which could provide more effective lubricants and better 
coolants for machinery, increasing their efficiency and lifespan, 
and developing nano-fibers, which could be used in dental 
fillings, making them lighter, stronger and longer lasting than 
conventional materials.

Student, faculty research 
highlighted at Nano Expo 2012

More than 100 professionals from throughout South Dakota 
and Wyoming attended the 48th annual Concrete Conference, 
“How to Get the Concrete You Need,” hosted by the School 
of Mines on March 2. Among them were contractors, concrete 
suppliers and representatives from testing firms and government 
agencies.

Mike Schneider of Baker Concrete Construction Inc. of Monroe, 
Ohio, delivered news from the American Concrete Institute. 
Schneider, senior vice president and chief people officer with 
Baker, served as president of the American Society of Concrete 
Contractors in 2005-2006 and was named one of the 10 
Most Influential People in the Concrete Industry by Concrete 
Construction magazine in 2005.

Contractors, suppliers among 
those at concrete conference 

The South Dakota School of Mines and Technology Symphonic Band 
and Brass Choir presented their joint spring concert April 14 as the Music 
Activities Program kicked off its spring concert season. The performance 
marked the first public concert in the recently renovated Old Gymnasium, 
originally built in 1928. The University Orchestra, University Choir, 
Concert Choir and Master Chorale performed April 20, followed by an 
April 21 performance by the SDSM&T Jazz Band and Master Chorale 
during the 55th Annual Alumni Recognition event..
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March 2012 - April 2012 

Ambassador, congresswoman, state legislator 
spoke to graduates at commencement 

South Dakota State University’s 
1,591 graduates heard from the U.S. 
Ambassador to Denmark, a member 
of Congress and a S.D. State 
Representative during 
commencement exercises on 
Saturday, May 5. 

U.S. Ambassador to Denmark 
Laurie Fulton, a former Brookings 
resident and SDSU student, provided 
the commencement address, “A Life 
of Choices and No Regrets,” at the 
undergraduate ceremony. U.S. Rep. 
Kristi Noem, who received her Bachelor of Science degree in political science, spoke on behalf of the students. 

Graduate students heard from former Brookings mayor and State Rep. Scott Munsterman. His topic was “Today and 
Tomorrow.” 

SDSU President David L. Chicoine and the college deans conferred the degrees and presented the diplomas. Also 
taking part in the commencement programs were Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Laurie Nichols; Lt. Col. 
Carleton Hirschel, Air Force ROTC; Monte Mason, chairman of the SDSU Alumni Association; Jack Warner, executive 
director and CEO of the South Dakota Board of Regents; Bob Watrel, president of the SDSU Faculty Senate and professor 
of geography; and Mary Kay Helling, interim dean of the Graduate School. 

 

SDSU Women’s Choir will travel to Russia 
Members of the Women’s Choir will travel to Russia 

this summer essentially becoming SDSU ambassadors 
with song. 

They delivered a preview concert with the full 120-
voice Women's Choir along with tea, desserts and 
travelogue orientation on March 31. A smaller chamber 
group will travel to Russia representing the SDSU vocal 
program. 

The chamber group traveling to Russia sang a 
sampling of 16 songs by world composers performed 
while on tour. The compositions included a German 
piece by Johannes Brahms; a Latin piece by Heinrich 
Shultz; a British folk song, arranged by Jonathan 
Willcocks; and a French selection by Morten Laurdisen. 

   
Laurie Fulton Kristi Noem Scott Munsterman 

 
Laura Diddle will direct the Women’s Choir on its tour of Russia. 
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The vocalists will leave June 16 and return June 25. 
They will perform and visit the Moscow International 
Performing Arts Center in Moscow; the Novgorod 
Philharmonic Society in the Regional Philharmonic 
Concert Hall in Novgorod,; and the Peter and Paul 
Cathedral in St. Petersburg, in addition to performing 
and touring many other historic venues. 

 “We are going not only to share our talents, but 
also to make a difference by our impact on other 
peoples’ lives when we return to share experiences with 
our peers who may never have a chance to travel to 
Russia,” said Laura Diddle, associate professor and 
director of the Women’s Choir.  

•   •   • 

Tidemann receives Friends 
of Plains IDEA award 

Citing her significant contribution to the 
development and operation of an important online 
degree program, Gail Tidemann, dean of Continuing and 
Extended Education at State, is the recipient of the 
Friends of Great Plains IDEA award. 

Tidemann was 
honored at the Great 
Plains Interactive Distance 
Education Alliance annual 
meeting in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Great Plains IDEA 
capitalizes on the 
institutional resources of 
11 major research 
universities to sponsor 
graduate education 
programs through 
distributed learning 
technologies. The alliance 

offers fully online graduate coursework and program 
options in high-demand professional fields. 

Members of the alliance are Colorado State, Iowa 
State, Kansas State, Michigan State, Missouri, Montana 
State, Nebraska, North Dakota State, Oklahoma State, 
Texas Tech and SDSU. 

A typical Great Plains IDEA online class offers 
flexibility, enabling students to balance career 
advancement with professional, social and financial 
commitments. 

“Dr. Tidemann has provided campus-wide support 
to this online degree program and has been one of the 
most enthusiastic supporters of its development and 

growth,” said Laurie Stenberg Nichols, provost and vice 
president for Academic Affairs. “I attribute much of the 
success of the numerous Great Plains IDEA programs at 
SDSU to her support. 

Tidemann was instrumental in implementing the 
Great Plains IDEA online program at SDSU in 2001 and 
has served as an at-large representative on the Great 
Plains IDEA Cabinet. In 1993 she was part of the initial 
planning discussion of North Central Regional Human 
Sciences Administrators on using Internet for 
instruction. It was members of that group of 
administrators who went on to become part of the 
founders of Great Plains IDEA in 1994. 

“I’m deeply honored with the recognition my 
colleagues have bestowed on me,” said Tidemann. 
“Great Plains IDEA is a very positive example of how 
universities can collaborate and offer education access 
to people who otherwise might not be able to access it 
on an individual basis.” 

Tidemann is retiring in May after 25 and one-half 
years at SDSU. She has held several positions, including 
dean of General Studies and Outreach programs, 
professor of Human Development, and program leader 
and district supervisor of the South Dakota Cooperative 
Extension Service. 

•   •   • 

Faculty member awarded 
national scholarship 

Nursing student and instructor Nicole Gibson will 
have the remainder her doctoral education paid for 
thanks to an award she received from the New York-
based Jonas Nurse Leaders Scholar Program. 

Gibson, a member of 
the Nursing faculty since 
November 2008, entered 
the Post-Master’s to 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 
program in fall 2011. The 
Sioux Falls educator is 
expected to graduate in 
summer 2014. 

A total of 142 scholars 
from all 50 states were 
accepted this year, which 
is the first time the five-
year-old program has 

gone nationwide. Gibson is the only South Dakota 
selection. 

 
Gail Tidemann 

 
Nicole Gibson 
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The program is designed to address the nation’s 
dire shortage of nursing faculty by preparing nurses 
with doctoral degrees to step into this critical role.  

According to the National League for Nursing, the 
shortage of nurse educators caused more than 67,000 
qualified applicants nationwide to be denied admission 
to nursing programs in 2010. 

Gibson already is teaching in the SDSU Graduate 
Nursing Department in Sioux Falls and is a family nurse 
practitioner at Falls Community Health in Sioux Falls.  

Jonas Scholarship recipients are chosen based on 
commitment to leadership development, research and 
diversity, as well as the availability of a qualified 
mentor. 

The Jonas program pays $5,000 per recipient per 
year for 2012-13 and 2013-14 with that amount 
matched by the school.  

The Jonas Center for Nursing Excellence was 
created in 2006 by the Barbara and Donald Jonas Family 
Fund to developing outstanding faculty and advancing 
scholarship and innovative practice. 

Gibson, a Sioux Falls native, said after she earns her 
doctorate she wants to continue teaching in the nurse 
practitioner program at SDSU and working with a 
childhood obesity resident program, which is the focus 
of her doctoral research. 

Gibson said the idea behind a doctorate in nursing 
practice is that recipients will take their new knowledge 
and apply it to their current clinical practice.  

“Childhood obesity is huge. I’d like to start to put a 
dent in that by exercising leadership and innovating 
change,” Gibson said. 

In her research project, she proposes to work with 
the health and nutrition department at SDSU to start a 
permanent nutrition health residency program at Falls 
Clinic, a federally funded, community health clinic, to 
educate obese children and their families. 

Gibson received her bachelor’s degree in 2000 and 
master’s degree in 2005 both from SDSU.  

•   •   • 
Student receives national 
clinical pathology scholarship  

“I always knew I wanted to do something that was 
in the medical field or at least in a science-related area,” 
said Jessie Paris, a South Dakota State University senior 
from Sturgis.  

Paris received a $1,000 medical laboratory science 
scholarship from the American Society of Clinical 
Pathology, made up of more than 100,000 professionals, 

and Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics, an international 
company of health care products and services.  

The diversity and constant changes in the medical 
field drew her to it as a career path. “There is always 
something new to learn and problems to solve,” Paris 
said. “The challenges we face every day in the lab make 
for an exciting career.”  

 
Jesse Paris 

Currently Paris is taking part in a six-month clinical 
practice at the Avera McKennan Regional Laboratory in 
Sioux Falls. During the clinical practice, which is part of 
her degree program, she is responsible for performing 
tasks that include medical laboratory diagnostic tests on 
various types of body fluids and tissues to assist 
physicians in the diagnosis of diseases and conditions to 
ensure proper treatment for patients.  

“Jessie takes pride in her work and is very attentive 
to detail,” said Pat Tille, assistant professor and 
program director of medical laboratory science at State. 
“She works well independently and is always willing to 
assist her fellow students whether it is in the laboratory 
or within study groups.”  

After completing her clinical experience at Avera in 
July, Paris will take a board exam to become a certified 
medical laboratory science professional.  

Paris submitted an application outlining her 
academic achievements and professional goals along 
with descriptions of her leadership and community 
activities. She also needed to be an ASCP student 
member, enrolled in an accredited laboratory science 
program and engaged in her final year of schooling. 

“Jessie will undoubtedly make a very dedicated, 
outstanding and successful laboratory professional,” 
said Tille. Both Tille and Heather Hall, instructor of 
medical laboratory science, recommended Paris for the 
scholarship. 
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PRT expects to build on 
strong 2011 numbers  

The hottest ticket in town this summer is likely to 
be a Prairie Repertory Theatre season subscription, 
good for admission to all four of the season’s 
productions in Brookings and Brandon. 

The college 
summer theater group 
will present Disney’s 
“Beauty and the 
Beast,” “Steel 
Magnolias,” “Leading 
Ladies” and “A Funny 
Thing Happened on 
the Way to the 
Forum.” Production 
days are Wednesday 
through Sunday with 
Brookings dates June 
6-July 1. Brandon 
dates are July 11-29. 

“This mix 
continues our 
tradition of being a 
family-friendly theater 
that belongs to our 
community,” said J.D. 
Ackman, managing 
director of Prairie 
Repertory Theatre and 
a professor with the 
South Dakota State 
University 

Communication Studies and Theatre Department. 
There is good reason to call the theater subscription 

the hottest ticket in town. 
Last year’s attendance was the strongest since 2001 

and the sale of 1,211 season subscriptions was the most 
on record. Prices remain unchanged from last year, and 
early-bird purchasers, by May 15, can actually buy 
season tickets for the 2010 price of $45. 

“We remain committed to provide our audiences 
with the best possible value at the most convenient 
locations,” Ackman said. 

Performances in Brookings are at the time-honored 
Donor Auditorium in the 99-year-old Administration 
Building on the center of the SDSU campus. This is the 
seventh year for Prairie Rep to be in Brandon, where 
productions are staged in the Brandon Valley 

Performing Arts Center at Brandon Valley High School, 
301 S. Splitrock Blvd.  

Between shows at Brookings and Brandon, the 2011 
performances drew 14,421 spectators. 

Ackman said the shows were chosen for their 
proven ability to draw families into the theater. 
Beauty and the Beast 

The “Beauty and the Beast” story dates to 18th 
century Europe, but found new life with the 1991 
Disney motion picture animation. That production won 
Academy Awards for Best Song and Best Original Score, 
in addition to becoming the first animated film to be 
nominated for an Academy Award for Best Picture.  

The stage version includes all of the songs in the 
movie plus a few new additions.  

The play is set in a French town during the Middle 
Ages. When Maurice is lost in the woods on the way to 
the fair, he seeks shelter in the castle, but the master of 
the castle is a horrible beast that takes him captive.  

Maurice’s daughter, Belle, must give up her 
freedom to save her father’s life. Belle tames the 
unfortunate Beast and ultimately transforms him back 
into a handsome prince. 
Steel Magnolias 

“Steel Magnolias” began as a 1987 stage play, 
became a popular film in 1989 and is frequently 
produced on stage today. 

It is set in Truvy’s beauty salon in Chinquapin, La., 
where local gossipy southern ladies come to have both 
their hair and lives coiffed.  

From weddings to divorces, babies to funerals, new 
beginnings to happy endings, these ladies weather 
every event in their lives together with grace, 
determination and perfectly arranged hair.  

“Steel Magnolias” is alternately hilarious, touching 
and deeply revealing of the strength and 
purposefulness of its diverse characters. 

Leading Ladies 
“Leading Ladies” is a comedy by the playwright of 

“Lend Me a Tenor” and “Moon Over Buffalo.” 
Two English actors find themselves so down on 

their luck they are performing on the Moose Lodge 
circuit in the Amish country of Pennsylvania. When they 
discover that an old woman in York, Penn., is about to 
die and leave her fortune to her two long-lost English 
nephews, they resolve to pass themselves off as her 
beloved relatives and get the cash.  

 

PRT actors and productions 
provide family-friendly 
entertainment with memorable 
acting, characters and stories. 
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Trouble arises when they get to York and find out that 
the relatives are not nephews, but nieces. Chaos ensues 
when everyone meets the old woman’s “nieces.”  
A Funny Thing 

“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum” 
isn’t as old as Rome itself, but it has been delighting 
audiences since its Broadway opening in 1962. 

A half-century later the musical comedy is still 
drawing laughs with its classic vaudeville style. In the 
play, a crafty slave, Pseudolus, struggles to win the hand 
of a beautiful but slow-witted courtesan, Philia, for his 
young master Hero, in exchange for his freedom. 

Curtain times for all productions are 7:30 p.m. with 
a 2 p.m. Sunday matinee. Info: 605-688-6045 or 
www.prairierep.org. 

•   •   • 

Student educators pack 
material for English 
Language Learners 

English Language Learners, children whose first 
language is something other than English, are getting the 
opportunity to hone their language skills. ELL students at 
Hillcrest Elementary will receive take-home packets as 
part of the “Read Around the World” literacy project.  

SDSU students in 
the South Dakota 
National Education 
Association-Student 
Program Chapter and 
the Association for the 
Education of Young 
Children assembled 
books and activity 
packets at Hillcrest 
Elementary School. 
They were joined by 
SDNEA-SP members 
from Black Hills State, 
Dakota Wesleyan and 
Northern State 
universities along with 
students from the 
University of South 
Dakota who came to 
Brookings for a 
statewide conference. 

Reading specialist 

and university instructor Shelly Wiemann and Brookings 
School District kindergarten through fifth-grade ELL 
teacher Stephanie Jungers selected books for the project.  

“It provides such a neat learning experience for 
university pre-service students by allowing them to create 
products that have a real-world application,” Jungers said. 
“The project lets students learn more about diverse 
learners in elementary classrooms and find engaging ways 
to encourage and support literacy.” 

As pre-service teachers, SDNEA students created 
activities for a kit to accompany recordings of the books. 
Many languages are spoken in the Brookings community, 
but organizers realized they'd have to start small. Spanish 
service-learning students at SDSU were engaged to use 
their language skills reading and recording stories. 

In addition, ELL family members get involved by 
reading the books once they are taken home. “The 
students reviewed research on what makes for a quality 
family literacy program and found strategies that are 
successful,” said De Gilkerson, instructor of an emerging 
literacy course at SDSU. 

The project is funded in large part with a Community 
Learning Through America's Schools, or CLASS, grant from 
the National Education Association's Student Program 
with support from the Hillcrest PTA.  

The NEA Student Program is a grass-roots organization 
serving more than 55,000 students nationwide as they 
prepare for jobs in the education profession.  

•   •   • 

Groundbreaking held for 
new residence halls, 
Student Union expansion 

The role that South Dakota State University 
students played in the creation of four new residence 
halls and a dining expansion at the Student Union were 
highlighted during a groundbreaking ceremony April 20. 

 “Students have been an integral part of the planning 
for the new southeast residence hall neighborhood,” said 
Marysz Rames, vice president for student affairs who 
served as master of ceremonies at the event. “At every 
stage of the development of this neighborhood, we’ve 
turned to students for their ideas.” 

The new halls, known as Jackrabbit Grove, along 
with the Union dining expansion, are key elements in 
SDSU’s strategic plan and Student Success Model.  

“Throughout the development process, students 
told us they want to be associated with other students 
who are at the same stage of their academic careers,” 
Rames said.  

 
Emily Brauckmuller, Rochester, 
Minn., collects ideas for a 
Hillcrest Elementary ELL student 
take-home packet. SDSU SNEA 
assembled packets and include, 
from left, Maggie Bryant, Sioux 
Falls; Allyson Bos, Brandon; 
Shelby Notbohm, Grand Forks, 
N.D.; and Kayla Erlandson, Spirit 
Lake, Iowa. 
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An architect’s rendering shows the layout of the new 
Jackrabbit Grove and Student Union dining expansion. 

 “This plan will give younger students a greater 
sense of community in a location that’s close to 
academic facilities, the Union and the Wellness Center.” 

Research shows that students who live on campus, 
no matter what stage they’re at in their academic 
career, are more likely to do better academically, 
graduate on time and have greater satisfaction with 
their college experience.  

Jackrabbit Grove will create a neighborhood for 
freshmen and sophomores on the southeast side of 
campus while opening up more room for juniors, 
seniors, transfer students and graduate students on the 
northwest side of campus. 

Even with the creation of the 412-resident 
Jackrabbit Village in 2010, SDSU still projects that 
demand for space on campus for freshmen and 
sophomores will exceed supply by 671 beds by 2013.  

“These new facilities will address the need for space 
for freshmen and sophomores as well as open up space 
across campus for upper-division students,” Rames said. 

The four new residence halls include: 
• Southwest with four floors, 66,000 square feet for 

256 residents.  
• Southeast with three floors, 44,000 square feet 

for 190 residents. 
• Northeast with four floors, 43,000 square feet for 

157 residents. 
• Honors with three floors, 49,000 square feet for 

198 residents. 
The residence hall project has an approximate cost 

of $45.7 million that will be paid for by student rental 
fees. The halls will have amenities similar to those 
found in Jackrabbit Village but with more average 
square footage in the living space. 

With more hungry students in the southeast 
neighborhood, the Student Union will expand its dining 
options with the addition of three new venues in 
approximately 19,000 square feet with additional 
seating for 300.  

Three nationally-branded food service sites will 
occupy the newly created dining space. The expected 
cost of the project is $8.3 million and will be paid by 
student dining services meal plans. 

All of the construction is slated to be complete by 
August 2013.  

For a map of southeast neighborhood, go to 
http://www.sdstate.edu/campus/expansion/index.cfm 

 April kick-off marks start of 100th Hobo Day celebration 
Hobo Day, the largest single-day student 

celebration in the state, is commemorating a special 
birthday this year at South 
Dakota State University.  
Hobo Day 2012 marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
first Hobo Day. The 
occasion will be officially 
noted Oct. 27 surrounding 
the Jackrabbits’ football 

game against Youngstown State at Coughlin-Alumni 
Stadium. 

SDSU already geared up for the big day with a 
celebratory kick-off event April 26, at the Hobo Day 
Gallery and the Weary Wil Plaza of the Student Union. 
University administrators, students, Hobo Day 
Committee alumni and the 2012 Grand Pooba offered 
words and memories associated with Hobo Day. 

The kick-off event is designed to mark the beginning 
of 100 years of Hobo Day celebration, according to Nick 
Wendell, director of student engagement and member 
of the 100 years of Hobo Day Committee. 

“Hobo Day represents the very best of South 
Dakota State University and its rich history,” he said. 
“It’s the type of event that connects generations of 
Jackrabbits. Hobo Day 2012 will be an opportunity to 
bring people together to celebrate history and honor 
the significance of an event that continues today.” 

The 100 years of Hobo Day Committee is co-chaired 
by Marysz Rames, Vice President for Student Affairs, 
and Wes Tschetter, Vice President for Finance and 
Budget. The committee is comprised of alumni from the 
Hobo Day Committee, current student leaders, staff 
from the Division of Student Affairs, Athletics, 
University Relations, SDSU Alumni Association and SDSU 
Foundation. 
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Campus News from the  

University of South Dakota 

Chemistry professor  

receives acclaim for 

NASA research 

Sebesta 

Horton 
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Marketing and University 

Relations 

108 Slagle Hall 

414 E. Clark Street 

Vermillion, SD 57069 

Phone: 605-677-5759 

Email: urelations@usd.edu 

2 

Wellness Center tops magazine’s 2012 list 

for architectural innovation and design 

 

USD sophomore attends 

2012 Clinton Global  

Initiative Conference 

Campus News from the  

University of South Dakota 

The Wellness Center receives praise for its 

unique appearance as well as the facility’s 

use of materials and natural lighting. 
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Informational Items 
South Dakota Board of Regents Meeting 

South Dakota State University 
Brookings, SD 

May 16-17, 2012 
 

 
Polar 
Plunge 
for 
Special 
Olympics 
The 
SDSBVI 

participants raised over $2,300 for 
Special Olympics of South Dakota on a 
warm sunny day by plunging into the 
lake at Wylie Park.  

 

Emery Long Crow, Malikhi Hansen, 
Robert Hansen (Malikhi’s dad), Mr. 
Krogstrand and Dr. Kaiser were the 
“plungers” for the SDSBVI.  Jeremy 
Neuheisel was a non-plunger, but was 
an active fundraiser.  Faculty member 
Mrs. Fischbach organized the team 
which was dressed as the “Class 
Clowns”.  Because the SDSBVI was the 
school gathering the most donations, 
the students earned a pizza party. 

Easter Egg Hunt! 
Our friends, the 
Royal Neighbors of 
America sponsored 
an Easter Egg Hunt 
for our students just 
prior to the Easter  

 
 
 
 
 

holiday break.  It 
was interesting to 
say the least to 
see some of the 
“search 
techniques” to find 
those eggs! 
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The Royal Neighbors also presented 
the school with a check for over $1,200.  

The money 
has been 
designated to 
provide a 
supply of 
caps, mittens, 
and boots for 
students who 
need them. 
 

 
 
Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) 

This NSU sorority was on campus April 
4 to share time, music, fun, and a 
donation with our music students and 
Mrs. Heier.  SAI donated $135 to our 
music department earned from their 
singing telegrams on Valentine’s Day in 
the Aberdeen community (a couple of 
which happened right here on campus!). 
 
 
Catch the Wave 
Six SDSBVI students, (Kelly 
Jorgensen, Kendra Terkildsen, Tyler 
Killspotted, Jeremy Neuheisel, Nick 
Bruhn, and Courtland Collins) under 
the tutelage of our Transition Specialist, 
Sue Birrenkott, spent the day at NSU 
on April 12 to learn more about some of 
the aspects of planning for and going to 
college and how as a student with a 
disability their efforts can be supported. 
 

State Testing 
A number of SDSBVI students were 
active participants with the annual state 
Dakota STEP testing during the testing 
window of April 2-20.  Student Services 
Director/Counselor Janel Ludwig 
manages the testing.   
 
 
Dakotas Chapter AER 
This annual professional development 
event, a collaborative effort of 
professionals who work in the field of 

blindness and 
visually 
impairment, 
was held in 
Aberdeen 
April 11-13.  
Sir Black 
Beary was an 
unofficial host 
for the 
conference. 
Our Outreach 
Vision 
Consultants 

and O&M Specialists, along with many 
faculty members were able to attend, 
share ideas, and learn about new trends 
and opportunities 
to support their 
work.  Dr. Curt 
Wischmeier was 
presented with 
the Dakotas AER 
Friends of Vision 
Award. 
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NFB State Convention 
Dr. Marje Kaiser was invited to make a 
presentation at the NFB of SD State 
Convention.  Also on the program was 
Konnie (Hoffman) Ellis, a former 

SDSBVI 
student, who 
recently 
authored a book 
about her 
musician 
brother Rory 
Hoffman.  
Ken Rollman, 

President of NFB of South Dakota 
pictured with his wife Julaine and Sir 
Black Beary. 
 
 
Nebraska Visitors 
We were pleased to welcome visitors on 
campus from the Nebraska Center for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired.  
Audrey Graves (principal) and Joan 
Schroeder (residential program 
supervisor) compared notes on how 
each of the schools work with students 
and how programs are structured. 
 
 
Elementary Forensics 
Students from Mrs. Peterson’s and 
Mrs. Fischbach’s classes Hailey 
Heintzman, Sybilla Heintzman, 
Jordan Houseman, Trashawn 
Howard, Blaine Jemmings, Ryker 
Meister, Ch’oshgai Roan Horse, 
Quinn Sterzinger, Vincent Stuwe, and 
Michael Wingen worked on their 
beginning forensics by sharing readings 
of their favorite songs and poems on 
April 26. 
 

SD Humanities Council 
A local showing of the “New Harmonies:  
Celebrating American Roots Music”, a 
Smithsonian Institute traveling exhibition 
on the campus of NSU was an 
opportunity for our students from April 
26 – June 10. 
 
 
Special Olympics – Here, There & 
Everywhere!  We began the spring 
season with the local Special Olympics 
meet at the Aberdeen Family Y on April 
19 with Mrs. Fischbach, Mr. 
Pfotenhauer, and Mrs. Peterson 
accompanying Hailey Heintzman, 
Michael Wingen, Jeremy Neuheisel, 
Malikhi Hansen, and Emery Long 
Crow for their various swimming events.  
The regional Special Olympics events 
were held April 27 (swimming) and May 
4 (track and field) in Watertown.  The 
state games are scheduled for Spearfish 
on the campus of Black Hills State 
University on May 17-19. 
 
 
NCASB in Minnesota 
Literally months of practice culminated 
in travel April 27-29 to the NCASB 
(North Central Association of Schools 
for the Blind) meet with schools from 
Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Wisconsin (and us!) held on the campus 
of the Minnesota State Academy for the 
Blind in Faribault for our SDSBVI swim 
team (Kelly Jorgensen, Kendra 
Terkildsen, Emery Long Crow) under 
the direction of Coach Jodi 
Carlsgaard, and our forensics 
participants (Emery Long Crow, 
Courtland Collins, April Dominick, 
Jeremy Neuheisel) under the tutelage 
of Coach Candice Lee. 
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SDSBVI Advisory Council 
This Council met on campus May 7 

which provided an opportunity to 
exchange information and discuss ways 
to improve the programs and services 
for students with vision loss. 
 
 
National Outreach Forum  
Our Outreach Vision Consultants (Indira 
Dillon, Susan Egging, Amy Scepaniak 
and Julie VanDover) hosted the 
national outreach forum in Aberdeen 
May 9-11 for consultants and itinerant 
teachers who work with the blind and 
visually impaired.  The attendees came 
from schools for the blind across the 
country.  They selected topics of 
common interest and shared information 
that can lead to improvements in 
outreach services. 
 
 
SD Foundation for the Blind 
This Foundation is a separate entity 
from the SDSBVI and works to support 
needs identified for those who are blind 
and visually impaired, including, but not 
limited to, offering mini-grants.  The 
Foundation funds activities which focus 
on providing students with expanded 
educational opportunities in the 
community.  They also have assumed 
the responsibility for the printing and 
mailing costs of our Pioneer. 
 
 
Camping Out 
One of the “year end” activities for the 
students and residential staff members 
was a camp out May 11-12 at a local 
campground. 

Awards Program 
Although there aren’t any graduates this 
spring, our annual Awards Program 
recognition for students and staff will be 
held on May 24 at 11:00 AM followed by 
a picnic luncheon. 
 
 
Extended School Year / Summer 
School – This program will be in 
session for both June and July.  The 
June session will begin on June 10 and 
conclude June 29.  The July session will 
begin July 8 and conclude July 27.  Our 
on campus students’ participation in this 
program has been addressed through 
their IEP annual review meetings.  
Students from around the state are 
accepted based on space available.  
There are approximately 40 students 
attending this program. 
 
 
Outreach Family Weekend 
The Outreach Vision Consultants will 
be hosting a family weekend activity on 
campus the weekend of July 7-8.  This 
provides an opportunity to share 
additional information regarding living 
well with vision loss and to meet adults 
who are blind or visually impaired.  A 
featured presenter will be Tina Blatter, a 
former South Dakotan, who is an artist 
and author with vision loss. 
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South Dakota School for the Deaf  
Board of Regents Meeting, May 16-17, 2012 

 

Informational Items 
 
On January 17, 2012, SDSD Director of Outreach Kim 
Wadsworth attended the Sioux Falls Downtown Lions Club 
where she spoke about the school’s history, evolution and   
continuing efforts to serve deaf and hard of hearing children 
across the state.  SDSD provides opportunities for children 
and families to learn sign language, increase communication 
skills, and network.  Approximately 45 Lions members were 
in attendance.    
 
On February 27, SDSD Outreach Consultant Laura Scholten 
was the guest lecturer for USD Professor Jessica 
Messersmith’s Aural Rehabilitation class.  Twenty-five 
students from the Communication Sciences and Disorders 
department learned about speech therapy strategies and 
Laura’s professional encounters working with children with 
hearing loss.   
  
Young children with hearing loss age two to five ventured to 
the Great Plains Zoo and Delbridge Museum March 9 to   
learn about skinks, ferrets, turtles, and hissing cockroaches.  
The zoo’s “Animal Encounter” program takes a hands-on 
approach encouraging children to interact with the animals 
by touching.  Parents and children added new sign language 
words to their growing vocabulary and voted the turtle their 
favorite animal.  
 
On March 12, Kim Wadsworth and Laura Scholten spoke at 
the South Dakota Council for Exceptional Children 
conference in Chamberlain. Their presentation entitled 
"Language Opportunities for Children with Hearing Loss" 
was well received by the teachers, interpreters and parents in 
attendance who expressed their eagerness to implement the 
strategies and ideas they had learned.  
 
Outreach Consultant Sarah Lingle presented at the 2012 
Women in Science Conference held in Pierre.  The 
conference, which focused on giving young girls ages 14 to 
18 hands-on experience exploring careers in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), was 
sponsored by the South Dakota Discovery Center in 
partnership with Pierre/Ft. Pierre AAUW, SD Space 
Consortium, Delta Dental, NASA and the South Dakota 
Department of Education.  Sarah presented four breakout 
sessions to 120 girls and covered the topics of hearing and 
speech science, technology in hearing loss and speech, 
careers in speech-language pathology and audiology, and 
hearing conservation.  Professionals in robotics, education, 
dentistry, climate field specialist, civil engineering, 
biomedicine, aerospace and physical therapy fields also 
presented.  
 
 

 
On March 23, Outreach team members Eileen Anderson and 
Kim Wadsworth were each presented a plaque to 
commemorate a milestone service anniversary.  Eileen is a 
consultant in the north east part of the state and Kim a 
consultant in the eastern part of the state.  Together they 
have served deaf and hard of hearing South Dakota children 
for a total of 25 years.      
 

 
 
The Aberdeen Lions meeting on March 28 included a 
presentation by Eileen Anderson. Attendees learned about 
SDSD services and the role of consultants in statewide 
service provision to children with hearing loss.  Outreach 
Director Kim Wadsworth displayed a collection of hearing 
aids including devices from the early 1900s and additional 
topics discussed included causes of hearing loss, prevalence 
of hearing loss, cochlear implants, and the cost of hearing 
aids. 
 
Outreach Consultants Carol Johnson and Eileen Anderson 
attended the Rock, Rhyme, Write, and Read workshop 
presented by Dr Jean Feldman.  The workshop held March 
29 in Pierre was sponsored by the SD Department of 
Education and provided the large group with a full day of 
songs, rhymes, and activities.  Dr. Feldman shared ideas to 
use with children in preschool and lower elementary 
settings.   
 
The South Dakota Early Childhood Education Conference 
was held in Spearfish on April 12-14, 2012.  Outreach 
Consultants Sarah Lingle and Nina Ringstmeyer presented 
strategies on facilitating language and listening in early 
childhood settings.  Strategies for building early language 
and encouraging communication skills as well as effects of 
middle ear infections were discussed.   The presentation 
closed with information pertaining to SDSD programs and 
services for children with hearing loss. 
 

Outreach Student Services 
 
Outreach students are served in the family’s home, 
community agencies or in their home school districts: 
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 Birth to 2 yrs, 11 month . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 
  
 Students 3 yrs to 5 yrs, 11months . . . . . 53 
  

Students 6 to 21 yrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329 
  
 Total Students Served . . . . . . . . . . . . .  401 
 
There are 21 referrals with the potential to become Outreach 
clients pending completion of required paperwork.  

 
Outreach In-Services Conducted 

 
The following report details the total number of in-services 
provided thus far in the 2011-2012 academic year. 
 
Southeast Region   In-services Conducted 
Julie Delfs    5   
Naomi Mangan    1 
Jodi Schnider 7  
Laura Scholten               11 
Kami Van Sickle    8    
Kim Wadsworth                  15 
    
 
Central Region  In-services Conducted 
Carol Johnson    -- 
Sarah Lingle   12 
 
Northeast Region   In-services Conducted 
Eileen Anderson    15  
 
Western Region   In-services Conducted 
Nina Ringstmeyer     3  
 
Total In-services Statewide 77 
  

On-Campus Audiology Services 
 
The following report details audiological appointments 
provided to the public on the SDSD campus July, 2011 to 
the present. 
  

July, 2011   14 
August, 2011   19 
September, 2011     28 
October, 2011 40 
November, 2011 35 
December, 2011 26 
January, 2012 31 
February, 2012 26 
March, 2012 18 
April 1-12, 2012   7  
 
Total Appointments  244 

 
 

Completed Mobile Lab Visits 
 
The following report details audiological services provided 
to the public via SDSD’s mobile lab from July, 2011 to the 
present. 
 
Dates Screens Evaluations Sites 
July 1 - Sept 12    1246 171 32 
Sept 13 – Nov 12  3131 311 28 
Nov 13- Feb 12, 2012 1321 179 26 
Feb 13 – Apr 10, 2012   726  89 19 
 
 
Total Year to Date 6424 750 105 
   

Total Hearing Screens Completed to Date 
 
The following report details audiological services provided 
to children this academic year (2011- 2012).  Data provided 
covers July 1 through April 10, 2012.  
 
Mobile Lab 
  Total Individuals Screened 6424  
On-Campus 
 Total Evaluations 244 
 
 Total Year to Date 6668 
 

Upcoming 2012 Mobile Lab Visits 
 
May  
Sturgis 5/7-9 
Piedmont 5/10 
 
June 
McLaughlin 6/5 
McIntosh 6/6 
Wakpala 6/7 
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