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SUBJECT:  Dual Credit Programming Update 
 

Background: The South Dakota Board of Regents established a series of policies in the 
1990’s that governed acceptance of dual credit course work taught in a high school by a high 
school teacher.  These policies, implemented to make sure that the system accepted in transfer 
only those courses that were truly college-level courses, required the institution offering the dual 
credit course to enter into an agreement with the Regental system, which stipulated that a 
common set of best practices were being followed.  Within the system, Northern State 
University’s Rising Scholars program was granted the authority to serve as the system’s provider 
of this type of dual credit programming, including the authorization to use the third-party 
(reduced) tuition rate since the teachers are being paid by the school district.  
 

The best practices established by the Board outline what have become the national 
standards for dual credit programming offered by high school teachers in a high school setting.  
These include: 

 
• The course follows a course syllabus established by the credit-granting 

college/university. 
• The high school-based dual enrollment course is taught by a qualified high school 

instructor holding a master’s degree in discipline or, at a minimum, holding a master’s 
degree with 15 or more graduate hours in the discipline being taught.   

• A faculty member in the discipline of the course from the credit-granting 
college/university is assigned to and actively engaged as a mentor for the high school 
instructor.  

• All students meet established admissions standards and are admitted to the 
college/university awarding credit.  In addition, any course-specific prerequisites are met. 

• The students are required to demonstrate the same levels of mastery as is required of 
college students who take the course on campus.  The mentor will review assignments, 
quizzes, tests, and grading rubrics to make sure this is done. 
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Since that time, the environment has changed, with dual credit offerings becoming much 
more common within the state, region, and nation.  Research shows that those students who 
complete college coursework while in high school are more likely to enroll in and to graduate 
from college.  Because of this research, policy groups are recommending that all high school 
students should have the opportunity to enroll in a college-level course while in high school.  In 
response to this, more and more colleges are partnering with high schools to increase 
opportunities and more students are graduating from high school and applying to universities 
with transcripted college credit.  Accompanying this rapid growth, institutions, systems, and 
states are more aggressively monitoring this arena and policies and guidelines that align with or 
are very similar to those established in South Dakota are common. 
 

Most states support a range of options that allow high school students to earn college 
credit while still in high school.  Historically, high schools provided Advanced Placement, 
International Baccalaureate, or other similar options through which high school students were 
allowed to enroll in selected courses that expected students to demonstrate mastery of covered 
materials at a college level.  In these programs, students demonstrate this mastery (validate 
learning) through end of course exams and, if they perform at designated levels, college credit 
may be awarded.  While these programs are still popular, in the past few decades states began to 
allow and now are aggressively promoting Postsecondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) programs.  
Through PSEO, high school students receive college/university credit and in some cases, they 
earn both high school and college/university credit for courses that are completed.  In fact, in a 
few states, students are encouraged to earn an associate degree while still in high school. These 
commonly are highlighted as part of the state’s efforts to allow students to complete a rigorous 
program of study.   
 

The set of PSEO offerings commonly referred to as dual credit or dual enrollment 
programs allow high school students to simultaneously earn credit towards a high school 
diploma and a postsecondary degree or certificate.  A policy brief published by the Education 
Commission of the States in 2006, Dual Enrollment: Policy Issues Confronting State 
Policymakers, highlighted the benefits. 

 
“There is evidence that dual enrollment increases academic performance and 
educational attainment. As previously mentioned, the U.S. Department of 
Education claims that college credits earned prior to high school graduation in 
dual-enrollment programs reduce the average time-to-degree. Time-to-degree 
average for students with no acceleration credits earned was 4.65 years, compared 
to 4.25 years for students who earned nine or more acceleration credits. The 
Department also estimates that one out of four students who ultimately earned a 
graduate degree earned nine or more credits by examination or dual enrollment, 
10 times the proportion of students who earned no degree.” 
 
Regional/National Perspective:  In the past decade, most of the neighboring states have 

enacted policies that are requiring high schools to provide opportunities for students to complete 
college level courses.  In 2008, Iowa established the Senior Year Plus Program, which requires 
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districts to make dual credit programs available to all students.  Minnesota’s 2009 postsecondary 
enrollment options act requires any high school more than forty miles from a college/university 
to offer college-level course work if a single student makes a request.  While not as formal, there 
are efforts underway in all other neighboring states to promote options for high school students 
to do college level work.  For example, both Colorado and Utah have programs that allow 
students to graduate from high school and earn an associate degree at the same time.  As 
expected, the best prepared students from these and other states are applying with credit in hand 
and they do expect this to be accepted.   
 

However, there is one other significant change occurring at the national level.  The 
National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP), established in 1999 at 
Syracuse University, is a professional organization for high schools and colleges that fosters and 
supports rigorous concurrent enrollment programming.  This group has established an 
accreditation process for dual credit programs that aligns with the stipulations established in the 
agreement developed in South Dakota.  Specifically, the NACEP Standards are measurable 
criteria of concurrent enrollment (dual credit) program elements that are the basis of quality 
programs (see http://nacep.org/pdfs/NACEP_Standards1.pdf ).  These standards establish clear 
criteria in the areas covered by the system’s best practices, including 1) Curriculum; 2) Faculty; 
3) Students; 4) Assessment; and 5) Program Evaluation.   
 

Bringing these together, the policies and guidelines established in both Minnesota and 
Iowa governing dual credit course work speak specifically to NACEP accreditation.  In 
Minnesota, funding for concurrent enrollment programming is provided only to districts for 
courses from NACEP-accredited programs, or those that demonstrate adherence to comparable 
standards.  In Iowa, colleges/universities participating in the Senior Year Plus Program agreed to 
become accredited by NACEP to meet expected quality standards.  As a note, a number of other 
states, including Indiana, Kentucky, and Arkansas, are establishing similar expectations.   
 

Changes within the Regental System:  In March of 2010, an item was presented to the 
full Board to revise Board Policy 2:5, Transfer of Credit, which had established the requirement 
that agreements be in place if dual credit courses were to be accepted 
(http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/items/documents/FULLBOR0310L2.pdf). As noted in this item, 
historically the system had only accepted in transfer those dual credit courses offered by 
institutions/systems which agreed to a set of stipulations designed to ensure quality.  The 
proposed change to policy incorporated reference to the National Alliance of Concurrent 
Enrollment Partnership (NACEP), allowing the Regental institutions to accept, in transfer, dual 
credit coursework from institutions accredited by this organization.  This change was 
recommended and approved because for all intents and purposes, the criteria for accreditation 
aligned with the stipulations in the agreements the system was using.    
 

A second item from this meeting in March 2010 presented to Committee A, outlined a 
series of changes being made within the system, allowing institutions other than Northern, 
primarily BHSU and DSU, to work with districts to coordinate dual credit offerings 
(http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/items/documents/COMMA0310I-C.pdf).  In addition, the 

http://nacep.org/pdfs/NACEP_Standards1.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/items/documents/FULLBOR0310L2.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/items/documents/COMMA0310I-C.pdf
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guidelines established permit college credit to be offered if more than 50% of the students in the 
class enroll for the college course.  The guidelines state that all students in the class should be 
expected to participate in a college-level class.  In large districts, it is possible to limit enrollment 
in dual credit courses to students registered for both high school and college credit.  However, in 
smaller districts, common in more rural parts of the country, this is more difficult; so dual credit 
options in these areas are commonly implemented if more than 50% of the students are enrolled 
in the college course.  In fact, the Minnesota State College System has established a policy 
requiring that all students be enrolled for college credit but allows waivers if more than 50% of 
the students are receiving college credit.  Similar policies are in place in Iowa and Nebraska.  To 
align practice in South Dakota with offerings elsewhere, this change was made.   

 
These changes were proposed in response to concerns voiced by Regents that the system 

needed to consider supporting additional options because other South Dakota institutions are 
marketing options to high schools in the state. 
 

Before either of these items were crafted, Board staff developed an analysis of the 
performance in “next level/following” courses of students who had completed dual credit 
coursework in high school.  As expected, there were ranges, but in almost every next level 
course some students did better.  In a significant number of cases, the GPA’s of all students who 
enrolled in a next level course from the institution awarding dual credit were higher than their 
GPA in the dual credit course.  This ad hoc analysis was supported by the findings of a much 
more detailed study reported in Oregon in 2010 (Dual Credit in Oregon, 2010 Follow-up: An 
Analysis of Students Taking Dual Credit in High School in 2007-08, Office of Institutional 
Research, Oregon University System).  This study examined the college participation and 
performance of 15,707 students attending an Oregon college or university whose college 
transcripts recorded their having taken a dual credit course while in high school. The researchers 
found that: 

 
• “Dual credit students have a higher college participation rate than high school 

graduates overall.” 
• “Dual credit students who go on to college continue to the second year at a higher 

rate than freshmen who enter college without having earned dual credit.” 
• “Among freshmen who continue to the second year of college, dual credit 

participants earn a higher first year GPA.” 
• “Students who continue to the second year of college accumulate more college 

credit if they take dual credit in high school.” 
 

For results on persistence to the second year of college, the authors controlled for 
academic strength (as measured by GPA, SAT scores, and receiving Advanced Placement credit) 
and student demographics, finding that “the odds that dual credit students would be predicted to 
persist to the second year of college are increased by 17% compared to students who did not take 
dual credit”.  The study also examined student performance in subsequent courses in a sequence 
in writing, mathematics, and Spanish and found that when dual credit students who take the 
prerequisite in high school and the final course in college are compared to their college 
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classmates who take the entire sequence in college, they pass the final course in proportions that 
are substantially equivalent to those of their college-prepared classmates.     
 

Summary of Activities:  In preparation of this report, each campus was asked to provide a 
summary of dual credit offerings during the past year.  Specifically, each campus was asked to 
outline the processes established that ensure each class offered meets the established best 
practices.  In addition, each campus was asked to provide the following information for each 
dual credit course offered last year and those scheduled this fall.   
 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section, enrollment, and grade distribution 
2. Course Syllabus 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines  
 
These reports are appended.   
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High School Dual Credit Courses 
Black Hills State University 

 
ARTICLE I.  INTRODUCTION  

 The purpose of this report is to detail the policies and standards for the High School Dual 
Credit courses at Black Hills State University (BHSU) and to document the implementation of 
such courses to date.  
 
 BHSU has appointed a coordinator to supervise and support dual credit courses delivered 
at local high schools. The Coordinator has a doctorate and a background in K-12 education. The 
Coordinator works as a liaison with local high schools, ensures compliance to the policies, 
facilitates the participation of academic departments at BHSU, and keeps records related to 
course delivery.  
 
 The Coordinator provides a handbook that contains the BOR and BHSU policies and 
procedures related to the dual credit courses to stakeholders. The dual credit courses require 
compliance with the SDBOR policy and approvals from BHSU and high school leadership. 
 
ARTICLE II.  THE HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR:  

 The Coordinator ensures the compliance with the SDBOR policy. Each high school 
teacher meets minimum qualifications to teach a dual credit course (Master’s degree in content 
area, or Master’s degree in closely related content area with an additional 15 credit hours at the 
graduate level in the content area). The vita and transcripts of the high school teacher are 
provided to an appropriate BHSU Chair. The high school teachers are approved by the Chair of 
the content area of the course. 
 
ARTICLE III.  THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY: 

 The Chair assigns a BHSU faculty member to mentor the high school teacher. The 
Coordinator maintains contact with each Faculty Mentor to ensure that regular meetings are 
conducted with the high school teachers and that assessment and instructional approaches are 
being supported. Additionally, Faculty Mentors are encouraged to grade a selection of student 
papers and compare assessment with high school teacher’s grades to ensure alignment.  
 
ARTICLE IV.  THE SYLLABUS: 

 In all cases, the BHSU Faculty Mentors and the high school teachers work 
collaboratively to ensure alignment with outcomes, textbooks, and assessments that meet college 
equivalencies. The BHSU Faculty Mentor collaborates with the high school teacher to develop 
the syllabus for a dual credit course. The academic decisions pertaining to the syllabus are at the 
discretion of the BHSU academic department.  
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ARTICLE V.  THE STUDENTS: 

 All high school students in dual credit courses meet BHSU’s undergraduate admission 
requirement prior to enrollment; transcripts are submitted by high school counselor. These 
records are submitted to the BHSU Director of Admissions for approval. Exceptions (if any) are 
approved by the University. 
 
ARTICLE VI.  ENROLLMENT: 

 BHSU and local High School Administration aim to have 100% of students in a dual 
credit course be enrolled for college credit. Given the rural nature of small districts in Western 
South Dakota, however, this is not always possible – in such cases, a minimum of greater than 
50% of students enrolled in the course are registered for college credit (as required by the 
SDBOR policy). 
 
ARTICLE VII.  RS COURSES OFFERED (TO DATE) 

Fall 2010 
• School: Spearfish High School 
• Course: Composition I; ENGL 101 B800 
• Enrollment: 18 
• Grade Distribution: A – 12, B – 5, C – 0, D – 0, F – 0, W(prior to census) – 1  
• High School Teacher: Scott Howard, MA English 
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Kent Meyers 
• No exceptions 

 
Spring 2011 

• School: Spearfish High School 
• Course: Introduction to Literature; ENGL 210 B800 
• Enrollment: 18 
• Grade Distribution: A – 11, B – 5, C – 1, D – 1, F – 0, W(prior to census) – 0  
• High School Teacher: Scott Howard, MA English 
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Kent Meyers 
• No exceptions 

 
Fall 2011 

• School: Spearfish High School 
• Course: Composition I; ENGL 101 B800 
• Enrollment: 23 
• Grade Distribution: A – TBD, B – TBD, C – TBD, D – TBD, F – TBD, W – 2  
• High School Teacher: Scott Howard, MA English 
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Kent Meyers 
• No exceptions 

 
• School: Lead/Deadwood High School 
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• Course: Introduction to Literature; ENGL 210 B800 
• Enrollment: 18 
• Grade Distribution: A – TBD, B – TBD, C – TBD, D – TBD, F – TBD, W – TBD 
• High School Teacher: Barb Fosheim, MA English Literature 
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Vincent King 
• 3 Credit hour course delivered over entire High School calendar with Academic 

Department approval 
 

• School: Lead/Deadwood High School 
• Course: Biology Survey I; BIOL 101 B800 
• Enrollment: 10 
• Grade Distribution: A – TBD, B – TBD, C – TBD, D – TBD, F – TBD, W – TBD 
• High School Teacher: Robin Dirksen, MS Biology 
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Charlie Lamb 
• 3 Credit hour course delivered over entire High School calendar with Academic 

Department approval 
 

• School: Lead/Deadwood High School 
• Course: Biology Survey I Lab; BIOL 101L B800 
• Enrollment: 10 
• Grade Distribution: A – TBD, B – TBD, C – TBD, D – TBD, F – TBD, W – TBD 
• High School Teacher: Robin Dirksen, MS Biology 
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Charlie Lamb 
• 3 Credit hour course delivered over entire High School calendar with Academic 

Department approval 
 

• School: Yankton High School 
• Course: Manufacturing Technology; TECH 141 B800 
• Enrollment: 13 
• Grade Distribution: A – TBD, B – TBD, C – TBD, D – TBD, F – TBD, W – TBD 
• High School Teacher: Robert Evans,  
• BHSU Mentor Faculty: Steve Wynia 
• Exceptions: Minimum ACT score requirement was waived for these students. 3 Credit 

hour course delivered over entire High School calendar with Academic Department 
approval.  
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                       DSU Dual-Credit Course Offerings 
Academic Year 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 

 
Madison High School: AY10-11 
 
1. High School Teacher:  Maxine Unterbrunner.   

Maxine Unterbrunner is a highly qualified teacher as defined by the state of South Dakota 
and NCLB regulations in grades 7-12 in biology.  Maxine earned her Bachelor of Science 
from DSU in physical education and her master’s degree from South Dakota State 
University in Biology.  She has also earned an additional 15 credits beyond her 
master’s.    
 

2. University Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Dale Droge 
 

3. Syllabus:  Developed by Dr. Dale Droge, in collaboration with Maxine Unterbrunner. 
Syllabus is similar to the one used by DSU for BIOL 151/151L – General Biology  

 
4. Learning Outcomes:  Students who enrolled were held to university’s learning outcomes.  To verify the 

learning outcomes of the course and to verify that the students enrolled met university standards, Dr. Droge 
met with Ms. Unterbrenner 3-4 times during the Fall 2010 semester. Discussions covered: textbook and 
subject areas and laboratory experiences. 

 
5. Qualifications of High School Students Admitted to the Course:  DSU developed guidelines for course 

enrollments.  (See attached.)  Student admissions were approved by Sharon Knowlton, principal of 
Madison High School, after reviewing their qualifications relative to the guidelines. 

 
6. College Credit:  All students were enrolled in the course for college credit. 
 
7. Course Prefix, Number, Name, Section: BIOL151/151L, General Biology, DMHS2 
 
8. Course Enrollments and Grade Distribution:  30 students were enrolled in the course;15 students 

received A’s and 15 students received B’s. 
 
9. Course Syllabus:  Attached 
 
10. Exceptions:  No exceptions to guidelines were requested or approved. 
 
 
Madison High School: AY11-12 
 
1. High School Teacher:  Maxine Unterbrunner.   

Maxine Unterbrunner is a highly qualified teacher as defined by the state of South Dakota 
and NCLB regulations in grades 7-12 in biology.  Maxine earned her Bachelor of Science 
from DSU in physical education and her master’s degree from South Dakota State 
University in Biology.  She has also earned an additional 15 credits beyond her master’s.  
   

2. University Faculty Mentor:  Dr. Dale Droge 
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3. Syllabus:  Developed by Dr. Dale Droge, in collaboration with Maxine Unterbrunner. 
Syllabus is similar to the one used by DSU for BIOL 151/151L General Biology 
 

4. Learning Outcomes:  Students who enrolled were held to university’s learning 
outcomes.  To verify the learning outcomes of the course and to verify that the students 
enrolled met university standards, Dr. Droge has met with Ms. Unterbrenner 3-4 times 
during the Fall 2011 semester. To date Dr. Droge has met with Ms. Unterbrunner in 
person and via e-mail to discuss grade distribution and ways to increase laboratory 
experiences.  
 

5. Qualifications of High School Students Admitted to the Course:  DSU developed 
guidelines for course enrollments. (See attached.)  Student admissions were approved by 
Sharon Knowlton, principal of Madison High School, after reviewing their qualifications. 
 

6. College Credit:  All students were enrolled in the course for college credit. 
 

7. Course Prefix, Number, Name, Section: BIOL 151/151L, General Biology, DMHS  
 

8. Course Enrollments and Grade Distribution:  30 students are enrolled in the course. 
Grades will be filed at the end of Fall 2011.  

 
9. Course Syllabus:  Attached 

 
10. Exceptions:  No exceptions to guidelines were requested or approved. 
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                                         Guidelines for Enrolling 
In Dual-Credit Coursework At DSU 

 
At the March BOR meeting, the board approved a proposal to expand the dual-credit offerings, to adjust the 
stipulations for dual-credit courses and to expand the BOR institutions authorized to offer dual-credit courses.  DSU 
was among the institutions authorized to offer courses.  The stipulations for these courses include: 
 
For high school students: 

• Student must meet ACT college-ready benchmarks in all subtests OR meet UG 
admissions requirements (ACT or coursework) OR 

• If a high school senior, student must rank in the upper one-half of their class or score at 
or above the 50th percentile on a nationally standardized, norm-referenced test such as the 
ACT or SAT OR 

• If a high school junior, student must rank in the upper one-half of their class or score at or 
above the 70th percentile on a nationally standardized, norm-referenced test such as the 
ACT or SAT  

• Student must be admitted to the university (usually as non-degree seeking, special 
student) 

 
For high school courses to qualify for dual-credit status: 

• High school course must be taught by a high school instructor who has been approved by 
the university and who meets the standards used by the institution to hire adjuncts in the 
discipline (i.e., master’s degree in the discipline or master’s degree with 15 graduate 
hours in the discipline) 

• Regental faculty member from the discipline is assigned to and actively engaged as a 
mentor for the HS teacher 

• HS course is taught using a syllabus developed by the regental faculty member, with the 
course meeting for the same length of time as the equivalent course on campus -- 
minimum of 15 class meetings (50-minute sessions) for 1 credit 

• Validation of student learning through either AP or CLEP exams or through an 
evaluation / assessment system developed jointly by the HS and regental faculty. 

• 50% of the students in the dual-credit course must be enrolled for college credit. 
 
Logistics: 

• Students complete an application form for admission as a non-degree seeking student 
• Students pay the externally sponsored tuition rate ($40 / credit hour) 
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NSU Rising Scholars Program Report 
November 7, 2011 

 
PART 1 
 
A.  Introduction 
The following report is written at the request of the SD BOR system’s office (per Dr. 
Gingerich’s email of Tuesday, November 1, 2011) to provide a 1-2 page summary “that spell[s] 
out the strategies you [SD BOR institutions] are using to assure the system’s guidelines are met 
as programming is offered … To this end the report should address each of the following 
standards: 
 

1. High school teacher - approved by the university; Master’s degree in the 
subject/discipline taught or, at a minimum, Master’s degree with 15 graduate hours in the 
subject discipline/taught.  
2. A University faculty member is assigned to and actively engaged as a mentor for the 
high school teacher.  
3. The faculty of the institution granting credit developed the course syllabus.  
4. Students enrolled are held to university’s learning outcomes.  
5. High school students must meet established standards to be admitted and enrolled.  
6. All students in a dual enrollment course should be enrolled for college credit with an 
exception for “small” districts.  
 
In addition, [Dr. Gingerich] would like a summary from each campus of every course 
offered last year and those scheduled this fall.  The summary should include: 
 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section, enrollment and grade distribution 
2. Course Syllabus 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines.” 

 
B.  NSU Rising Scholars Program Policies and Checklist: 
See attached documentation including policies/checklist.  See attached documentation including 
completed certification forms addressing policies/checklist for Fall 2010. Corresponding 
summary documentation for Spring 2011 and Fall 2011 are on file and available upon request.  

 
C.  NSU Institutional Procedures in place to ensure compliance with the Standards 
outlined above: 
Standard 1.  High school teacher - approved by the university; Master’s degree in the 
subject/discipline taught or, at a minimum, Master’s degree with 15 graduate hours in the subject 
discipline/taught.  
 
High school teachers applying for NSU Rising Scholars Program faculty certification and 
approval are asked to submit current curriculum vita and official transcripts sent directly by the 
granting institution to the office of the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at NSU. 
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Curriculum vitae and official transcripts of prospective high school teachers applying to teach in 
the program are each checked by the NSU Rising Scholars Program Director and reviewed and 
evaluated by the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences to ensure compliance with this 
standard.  High school faculty curriculum vitae are expected to conform to equivalent academic 
background and teaching experience requirements expected of qualified adjunct faculty hired at 
NSU.  All official graduate transcripts are thoroughly inspected to ensure that the high school 
faculty members hired have a Master’s degree in the subject/discipline taught or at a minimum a 
Master’s degree with 15 hours of graduate work in the discipline. Meeting the criterion of 15 
hours of graduate work in the discipline is determined by only counting those graduate credit 
hours in courses labeled with the appropriate disciplinary prefix.  For example, a high school 
faculty hired to teach mathematics classes will need to submit official graduate transcripts 
showing that a Master’s degree in mathematics has been conferred or that 15 credit hours in 
graduate courses with a MATH-prefix have been completed with a satisfactory passing grade 
earned and recorded in the transcript accordingly. 
 
See attached summary documentation for Fall 2010.  Corresponding summary documentation for 
Spring 2011 and Fall 2011 are on file and available upon request. All detail supporting 
documentation (e.g., faculty curriculum vitae, transcripts, etc.) are on file and available upon 
request.  
 
Standard 2.  A University faculty member is assigned to and actively engaged as a mentor for 
the high school teacher.  
 
A regular (tenured or tenure-track) NSU faculty is assigned to serve as a mentor to each and 
every high school teacher teaching in the NSU Rising Scholars Program.   The mentors review 
all academic documentation pertaining to the course, including course learning objectives, 
textbook, syllabus, assignments, and exams to ensure that they are consistent with the academic 
rigor of college level courses and equivalent to the courses taught by the mentors on-campus at 
NSU. 
 
Mentors are regularly in contact by phone and/or email with their High School mentees 
providing guidance, advice, and/or solving problems they may encounter during the 
semester/year.  Mentors are required to conduct onsite class visitations of all high school new 
teachers during their first year.  Experienced high school teachers in the program are visited 
onsite on a regular basis (at least once every two years). 
 
The Rising Scholars Program Director holds a meeting via DDN once a semester with the high 
school teachers and their mentors to communicate and share information and discuss all issues of 
current interest related to the program  
 
High school teachers and their mentors evaluate each other at the end of the delivery of every 
course.  IDEA student evaluations of all high school teachers are conducted every semester in 
every course. 
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Sample form used by faculty mentors to ensure compliance with established policies/checklist 
regarding course standards is attached. Completed forms for Fall 2010, Spring 2011 and Fall 
2011 are on file and available upon request. All detail supporting documentation (e.g., minutes of 
DDN meetings, evaluations, etc.) are on file and available upon request. 
 
Standard 3.  The faculty of the institution granting credit developed the course syllabus. 
High school teachers and their mentors work together in developing the syllabus for their 
courses.  Mentors exercise oversight responsibility to ensure that the course syllabi are consistent 
with the expectations and requirements of standard college level courses and equivalent to the 
course syllabi in the courses taught by the mentors on-campus at NSU.  Mentors also exercise 
oversight responsibility to ensure that the course syllabus is followed throughout the semester in 
congruence with the stated time table and other requirements of the course.  
 
All course syllabi for courses taught in Spring 2011 and Fall 2011 are attached. All other course 
syllabi are repetitive but on file and available upon request. 
 
Standard 4.  Students enrolled are held to university’s learning outcomes.  
Course learning outcomes are articulated in the course syllabus for all program courses.  Mentors 
exercise oversight responsibility to ensure that the course learning outcomes are consistent with 
the expectations and requirements of standard college level courses and equivalent to course 
learning outcomes in the courses taught by the mentors on-campus at NSU.  Mentors also 
exercise oversight responsibility to ensure that the course learning objectives are met throughout 
the semester in congruence with the stated time table and other requirements of the course.  
Mentors review the content and rigor of course assignments and exams as well as the students 
work in those course assignments and exams to ensure that the course learning objectives are 
being met during the delivery of the course. 
 
All course syllabi for Fall 2010 and for new courses taught in Spring 2011 and Fall 2011 (with 
articulated learning outcomes) are also attached. All other course syllabi are repetitive but on file 
and available upon request.  Samples of student work in course assignments and exams are 
collected in each and all courses and available upon request. 
 
Standard 5.  High school students must meet established standards to be admitted and enrolled.  
Only qualified high school junior and/or seniors are eligible to apply to admission and enroll in 
the NSU Rising Scholars Program.  High school students must to be recommended by their high 
school teachers and must have taken and met appropriate prerequisites and minimum ACT 
and/or COMPASS Placement Test scores per established institutional policy standards as stated 
on the NSU Catalog. 
 
See attached summary documentation for Fall 2010. Corresponding summary documentation for 
Spring 2011 and Fall 2011 are on file and available upon request. In addition, all ACT and/or 
COMPASS Placement Test scores/documentation are on file and available upon request. 
 
Standard 6.   All students in a dual enrollment course should be enrolled for college credit with 
an exception for “small” districts.  
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Courses in the NSU Rising Scholars Program must meet the new SD BOR guidelines for dual 
enrollment credit requiring that at least 50% or all students taking the course at the high school 
for high school credit are also enrolled at NSU and taking the course for college credit. 
 
See attached documentation. 
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NSU Rising Scholars Program Report 
November 7, 2011 

PART 2 
A.  Introduction 
 
Per Dr. Gingerich’s email of November 1, 2011: 
 

“In addition, [Dr. Gingerich] would like a summary from each campus of every course 
offered last year and those scheduled this fall.  The summary should include: 
 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section, enrollment and grade distribution 
2. Course Syllabus- see attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines- none” 

 
B.  Summary of courses offered at NSU in the Fall 2010 
 
Courses List: 
 
Biology  151 Aberdeen Central 
History  151 Alcester-Hudson 
English  101 Canton 
History  151 Canton 
Biology  151 Deuel 
Biology  153 Deuel 
English  210 Watertown 
Math  123  Watertown 
 
Courses: 
Biology  151  Aberdeen Central 
 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL151General Biology I NRSAB 
 Enrollment: 26 out of 35 students 
 Grade distribution: 12 A’s, 13 B’s, 1 C  

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached. 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Jan Palmer, MA in Teaching, 18 BIOL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
History  151  Alcester-Hudson 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 HIST 151 US History I NRSAH  
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 Enrollment:  22 out of 22 students.  
 Grades:  8 A’s, 8 B’s, 3 C’s, 3 D’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Jeff Walz, MA in American History 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Dave Grettler 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  101 Canton 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 101 Composition I NRSCN 
 Enrollment:  31 out of 31 students 
 Grades: 18 A’s, 9 B’s, 4 C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Laura Jacobs, MA in English 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
History  151 Canton 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 HIST 151 US History I NRSCN 
 Enrollment: 12 out of 12 students 
 Grades: 3 A’s, 5 B’s, 4 C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 James Bolin, MA in History 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Dave Grettler 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Biology  151 Deuel 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL 151 General Biology I NRSDL 
 Enrollment:  14 out of 14 students 
 Grades:  2 A’s, 10 B’s, 2 C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Ramona Lundberg, M. Ed in Chemistry Ed, 29 BIOL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
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Biology  153 Deuel 
1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 

 BIOL 153 General Biology I NRSDL 
 Enrollment:  12 out of 12 students 
 Grades: 12 A’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Ramona Lundberg, M. Ed in Chemistry Ed, 29 BIOL graduate credits  
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  210 Watertown 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 210 Introduction to Literature NRSWT 

Enrollment:  26 out of 32 students 
 Grades: 14 A’s, 12 B’s. 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

Kris O’Brien, M Ed in Curriculum and Instruction,15 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Math  123  Watertown 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 MATH 123 Calculus I NRSWT 
 Enrollment: 35 out of 51students 
 Grades: 29 A’s, 6 B’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Dawn Florey, MA in Mathematics 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Tariq Alraqad 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
 
C.  Summary of courses offered at NSU in the Spring 2011 
Courses List: 
Biology  153 Aberdeen Central 
History  152 Alcester-Hudson 
English  210 Canton 
English  101 Dell Rapids 
English  210 Dell Rapids 
English  101 Watertown 
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Courses: 
Biology  153  Aberdeen Central 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL 153 General Biology II NRSAB 
 Enrollment:  22 out of 30 students 
 Grades: 11 A’s, 10 B’s, 1 C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Jan Palmer, MA in Teaching, 18 BIOL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
History  152 Alcester-Hudson 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 HIST 152 US History II NRSAH 
 Enrollment- 17 out of 17 students 
 Grades:  6 A’s, 5 B’s, 6 C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Jeff Walz, MA in American History 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Art Marmorstein  
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  210 Canton 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 210 Introduction to Literature NRSCN 

 Enrollment- 26 out of 26 students 
 Grades:  15 A’s, 10 B’s, 1C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Laura Jacobs, MA in English 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  101 Dell Rapids 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 101 Composition I NRSDR 
 Enrollment: 24 out of 25 students 

 Grades:  5 A’s, 15 B’s, 4 C’s  
2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Kerri Kirschenmann, MAT in English, 23 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 
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 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  210 Dell Rapids 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 210 Introduction to Literature NRSDR 
 Enrollment: 24 out of 25 students 
 Grades:  5 A’s, 15 B’s, 4 C’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Kerri Kirschenmann, MAT in English, 23 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None    
English  101 Watertown 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 101 Composition I NRSWT 
 Enrollment: 16 out of 28 students 
 Grades:  9 A’s, 7 B’s 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

Kris O’Brien, M Ed in Curriculum and Instruction, 15 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
 
D.  Summary of courses offered at NSU in the Fall 2011 
Courses List: 
 
Biology  151 Aberdeen Central 
History  151 Alcester-Hudson 
English  101 Canton 
Biology  151 Deuel 
Biology  153 Deuel 
Chem  106  Deuel 
English  101  Dell Rapids 
English  210  Dell Rapids 
Biology  151  Mitchell 
History  151  Mitchell 
English  210 Watertown 
Math  123  Watertown 
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Courses: 
Biology  151  Aberdeen Central 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL 151 General Biology I NRSAB 
 Enrollment:  26 out of 44 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Jan Palmer, MA in Teaching, 18 BIOL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
History  151  Alcester-Hudson 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 HIST 151 US History I NRSAH 

 Enrollment:  6 out of 6 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Jeff Walz, MA in American History 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Dave Grettler 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  101 Canton 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 101 Composition I NRSCN 

 Enrollment- 28 out of 28 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Laura Jacobs, MA in English 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Biology  151 Deuel 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL 151 General Biology I NRSDL 
 Enrollment:  27 out of 27 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

Ramona Lundberg, M. Ed in Chemistry Ed, 29 BIOL graduate credits  
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 
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 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Biology  153 Deuel 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL 153 General Biology II NRSDL 

 Enrollment:  12 out of 12 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

Ramona Lundberg, M. Ed in Chemistry Ed, 29 BIOL graduate credits  
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Chem  106  Deuel 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 CHEM 106  Survey of Chemistry NRSDL 

 Enrollment:  28 out of 28 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

Ramona Lundberg, M. Ed in Chemistry Ed, 24 CHEM graduate credits  
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Guangwei Ding 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  101  Dell Rapids 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 101 Composition I NRSDR 
 Enrollment:  25 out of 26 students 

 Grades: Pending 
2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Kerri Kirschenmann, MAT in English, 23 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  210  Dell Rapids 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 210 Composition I NRSDR 
 Enrollment:  25 out of 26 students 

 Grades: Pending 
2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 
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 Kerri Kirschenmann, MAT in English, 23 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Biology  151  Mitchell 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 BIOL 151 General Biology I NRSMT 
 Enrollment:  72 out of 89 students 

 Grades: Pending 
2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Julie Olson, MA in Biology 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Jodie Ramsay 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
History  151  Mitchell 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 HIST 151 US History I NRSMT 
 Enrollment:  43 out of 50 students 
 Grades: Pending 

2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Steve Morgan, MA in History 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Dave Grettler 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
English  210 Watertown 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 ENGL 210 Introduction to Literature NRSWT 
 Enrollment:  12 out of 21 students 

 Grades: Pending 
2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

Kris O’Brien, M Ed in Curriculum and Instruction, 15 ENGL graduate credits 
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Pen Pearson 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
Math  123  Watertown 

1. Course prefix, number, name, section: 
 MATH 123 Calculus I NRSWT 
 Enrollment:  26 out of 43 students 

 Grades: Pending 
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2. Course Syllabus.  See attached 
3. Name/qualifications of high school teacher assigned: 

 Dawn Florey, MA in Mathematics  
4. Name of university faculty assigned as mentor: 

 Dr. Tariq Alraqad 
5. Any exceptions from guidelines: 

 None 
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APPROVED RISING SCHOLAR FACULTY 
CREDENTIAL FILE 

SUMMARY 
2010-2011 

 
 
       10-11 RS  
    C.V. Transcript Agreement Term 
 
1. James Bolin   X X  X  Fall 
 (History, Canton) 
 
2. Ramona Lundberg  X X  X  Fall thru Spring 
 (Biology, Deuel)  
 
3. Jan Palmer   X X  X  Fall & Spring 
 (Biology, Abd. Central) 
 
4. Laura Jacobs  X X  X  Fall & Spring  

(English, Canton) 
 
5. Jeff Walz   X X  X  Fall & Spring 
 (History, Alcester-Hudson) 
 
6.  Dawn Florey  X X  X  Fall  
 (Mathematics, Watertown) 
 
7.  Kris O’Brien  X X  X  Fall & Spring 
 (English, Watertown) 
 
8.   Kerri Kirschenmann X X  X  Spring 
 (English, Dell Rapids) 
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Rising Scholars Program  
Admissions Policy Summary  

Fall 2010 
 

Students for Rising Scholars (RS) courses completed registration forms and provided payment at 
the beginning of the NSU semester.  Registration forms and payments were processed through 
the Extended Studies office at NSU. 
 
Immunization records for each student were received by each school, with the exception of 
Deuel High School.  Immunization records were sent to the NSU Health Services office 
September 8, 2010.   
 
Immunization records are required if the student takes more than one course in the same 
semester.  Many Canton and Watertown students take two courses.  Aberdeen Central, Alcester-
Hudson, Canton and Watertown schools all provided immunization records.  Deuel High School 
opted to not send records.  Deuel High School does not fall into the requirement, as their students 
are not taking more than one course in a semester.   
 
For registration into courses requiring placement (English and Math), please refer to the 
Placement policy section for individual test scores. 
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Rising Scholar 
Student Placement File 

Fall 2010 
 
English Policy:  English 101 students must have a minimum ACT English sub-score of 18 and a 
reading sub-score of 18 or a minimum COMPASS sub-score of 71 in writing and 78 in reading 
(take whichever sub-score is highest).  English 210 has a prerequisite of English 101, but this can 
be waived with permission of the Northern faculty member and the NSU registrar. 
 
Math Policy: Calculus I:  Students must have a minimum ACT Math sub-score of 25 AND a 
COMPASS Trig score of 40 or higher to be able to register for this class.  Those students without 
an ACT score or lower than a 25 ACT, must take the full COMPASS Math test and score 40 or 
greater on the trig portion of the test. 
 
I. ENGLISH Courses 

Canton – English 101 Composition I 
Watertown- English 210   
a. Copies of ACT sheets (or indicated on High School transcripts) are included for 

students that took the ACT are found in this file. 
  
b. For students who have not taken the ACT, the COMPASS writing and reading tests 

were administered.  Copies of their score sheets are also included. 
 
Watertown- English 210 Intro to Literature 
 
At this school, students take English 210 before they take English 101.  The prerequisite 
requirement for English 210 was waived by Dr. Pearson and allowed by the registrar.   

 
II. BIOLOGY 153 

a. Deuel High School:  Students enrolling in Biology 153 must have completed and 
passed Biology 151 with a C or better.  Their grades in 151 were verified (a copy is 
included), and they were allowed to register for Biology 153.   

 
III. MATH 123 – Calculus I 

a. Watertown High School:  Copies of ACT sheets (or indicated on High School 
transcripts) are included for students that took the ACT are found in this file. 

b. All students were given the COMPASS Math test and those score sheets are also 
included. 

 
 

For History courses and Biology 151:  No placement testing is required. 
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Rising Scholars Check List and Policy 
 
 
This process will be used at least one month ahead of offering any Rising Scholars (RS) class.  
The Provost/VPAA will maintain a file of the below items for inspection by BOR staff. 
 
1. Faculty Credentials Policy 

a. Maintain files and a list of names of approved adjunct faculty. 
b. Approved adjunct faculty must possess a Master’s degree in subject being taught or a 

Master’s degree in a related field and 15 graduate credit hours in the subject being 
taught. 

c. Checklist for a class 
i. Check approved list of instructors in the files maintained at NSU.  If adjunct 

faculty is on the approved list add name to current semester list. If adjunct 
faculty is not on the list send credentials to Provost/VPAA for approval.  If 
approved add to approved list and maintain file on the faculty. 

 
2. Admissions Policy 

a. Students will complete registration forms and provide payment for RS courses prior 
the end of the previous term. They will be officially registered at the beginning of the 
NSU semester.    

b. Each school must provide proof of immunization for students enrolling in RS courses.  
This can be done by fax.   

c. For registration into courses requiring placement (English and Math), ACT or 
COMPASS exams must be completed before registration.  See policy #7 below.   

 
3. College Level Text Policy 

a.  Maintain a file of approved college texts. 
b.  Checklist for a class text 

i. Check approved lists of texts maintained at NSU.  If text is on the list send 
memo for Provost/VPAA files. 

ii. If text is not on the list send request to Provost/VPAA with request for 
approval.  If approved add to approved list and update approved text file.  
Items to be included in memo: 

1. Title, Author(s). 
2. List of at least five Universities that use the text for this, or a similar, 

type class. 
 
4. Enrollment Policy 

a. According to the BOR April 2009 meeting, “All students in a dual enrollment course 
should be enrolled for college credit.  However, since meeting this standard is a 
problem for the state’s smaller school districts, at a minimum more than 50% of the 
students in a high school-based dual enrollment course must be enrolled for college 
credit.” 

b. The above policy replaces the “no mixed classes” rule. 
c. Checklist for a class. 
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i. Dean and Director of RS program will compare the NSU paid roster of the 
class against the class roster provided by the high school.  The Dean and 
Director of the RS program will verify by memo to the Provost/VPAA at the 
start of class that course has met the minimum requirement of 50% of students 
enrolled for college credit. 

 
5. Syllabus/Grading Standards Policy 

a. There will be two parts to the syllabus for each class: 
i. The NSU template which includes: 

1. College level learning outcomes including current General Education 
goals. 

2. ADA expectation. 
3. Cheating/Dishonesty expectation. 
4. Grades scale A to F and will be on the NSU transcript. 
5. Subject coverage expectations. 

ii. The adjunct faculty template will include: 
1. Grading scale identifying grades A to F. 
2. Timeline and coverage of class. 
3. Additional information for the specific class. 

 
b. The NSU Faculty Mentor, Department Coordinator, Rising Scholars Director will 

approve the integrated syllabus, including the NSU template and the adjunct template, 
and College Dean then forwarded to the Provost/VPAA for approval at least one 
months prior to the start of the class. 

 
6. Examination and Grading Policy 

a. Adjunct prepared exams are to be equivalent to NSU exam, comparable to NSU 
grading policy and approved by the NSU Faculty Mentor and NSU Rising Scholar 
Director.  A substantial pool of examination questions will be maintained by the 
Faculty Mentors to be used by the adjunct faculty to construct final exams.  A file of 
at least three graded exams will be collected each time the course is taught and at 
least one NSU exam will be collected for comparison.  At least one month before the 
start of a new semester, a copy of the previous year exam file will be forwarded to the 
Provost/VPAA with a brief verification that the exams, both content and grading, 
were equivalent or an explanation of the non-equivalency.    

b. All non-equivalency will be maintained in a file for inspection. 
 
7. Student Placement Policy 

a. Students in classes with placement requirements must meet NSU minimum placement 
scores (usually minimum ACT and/or COMPASS scores).  Students without ACT 
scores can take a Compass test to be administered by the adjunct faculty and the NSU 
admission staff.  The Adjunct Faculty, NSU Faculty Mentor, NSU Rising Scholars 
Director, and the Dean of the College must approve any deviation within one week of 
the start of the class. 

b. Within two weeks of the start of the class, a report that includes the class roster and 
ACT/COMPASS scores will be provided to the Provost/VPAA. 



ATTACHMENT III     30 
 
 

 

 
8. Adjunct Faculty Evaluation Policy 

a. Students in the class will be surveyed by using the IDEA instrument similar to on-
campus faculty.   The Dean of the College will provide a summary to the Adjunct 
Faculty, NSU Mentor, and NSU Rising Scholars Director.  These evaluations will be 
maintained for five years and available in the Provost/VPAA files. 

 
9. Website Consistency Policy 

a. The Rising Scholars Director and Dean of the College will verify the consistency of 
the NSU Rising Scholars Website and request the Website to be updated within two 
weeks of the start of a new semester. 

 
 
 
 
Updated 10/29/10 
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NSU Rising Scholar Syllabi Checklist 
Fall 2010 

 
NSU Mentors:  Please indicate that each criterion has been met for a particular high school syllabus.  
Sign and date upon approval and return to the Rising Scholar Program Director. 
 
High School _____________________________________________ 
 
Course Name and Number__________________________________ 
 
High School Adjunct Faculty_________________________________ 
 
 

NSU Syllabus Criteria 
 

Criterion Met 

1. College-level course outcomes 
 a. BOR catalog description           
  
 b. NSU/BOR Gen. Ed goals  

 
a. 
 
b. 

 
2. Course prerequisites/placement 
 

 

 
3.  ADA, Academic Freedom, and Diversity Statements  
 
 

 

 
4. Honesty expectation (cheating, plagiarism.)  
 

 

5. Grading scale of A-F     
 
NOTE:  Must include a statement that grade appears on 
NSU transcript 

 

 
 
6. Timeline and subjects covered  

 

     
7. College-level texts    
 a. textbook    
 b. lab exercises-if applicable 
 

 

 
       
Approved by NSU Mentor________________________ Date___________ 
 
Approved by RS Director_________________________ Date ___________    
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Rising Scholars Textbooks 
Fall 2010 

  
   School Course Textbook 
Aberdeen Central Biology 151 Campbell, N., and Reece, J.  Biology 7th ed.  2005 New York:  

  
Benjamin 

   Alcester-Hudson History 151 Divine, America- Past and Present,9th ed 

   Canton English 101 Glenn, Cheryl, et al.  The Writer's Harbrace Handbook. 3rd ed  

  
2004. Boston. plus multiple novels 

   Canton History 151 Garraty, J., and Carnes, M.,  The American Nation   

   Deuel Biology 151 Mader, Sylvia. Inquiry into Life. 10th ed 

 
Biology 153 Mader, Sylvia. Inquiry into Life. 10th ed 

   Watertown MATH 123 Larson, Hostetler, Edwards, Calculus 7th ed.    

   Watertown English 210 Arp, Thomas R and Johnson, Greg.  Perrine's Literature:  
Structure,  

  
Sound, and Sense, 8th Ed, New York: Thomson Learning, 2002.  
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Rising Scholars Program 
Fall 2010 Enrollment      

     
Off-campus schools    Percentage of 
School Course Enrollment for 

College Credit 
Total Enrollment 

in High School 
Dual Credit 

Students 
     

Canton English 101 31 31 100% 
Canton History 151 12 12 100% 

     
Deuel Biology 151 14 14 100% 
Deuel Biology 153 12 12 100% 

     
Aberdeen Central Biology 151 26 35 74% 

     
Alcester-Hudson History 151 22 22 100% 

     
Watertown MATH 123 35 51 69% 
Watertown ENGL 210 26 32 81% 

     
Total- OFF Campus  178   

     
  159 Actual  (19 are enrolled  
  Headcount in two courses)  
     

All courses have exceeded the 50% minimum enrolled for dual credit.  
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Report on Dual Credit Activities 
South Dakota State University 

2010/2011 
 

South Dakota State University has been actively engaged in discussions over the past 1 ½ years 
with three school districts about the possibility of offering  Dual Credit opportunities in the High 
School.  Two additional inquiries have been received from two other school districts but when 
information about teacher qualifications were made available it was determined the teachers did 
not have the required graduate coursework in the subject matter area.    An Early Access 
Guideline was developed for distribution to school districts and an accompanying flyer was 
developed for potential distribution to students in anticipation of expanding our dual credit 
collaboration.     
 
It has been particularly challenging to find teachers with the Masters degree in the discipline or 
the 15 hours of graduate coursework.  We are finding that most teachers who have master’s 
degree have them in areas such as administration, special education or curriculum and instruction 
and they do not have the additional 15 graduate credits in the discipline.    
 
SDSU does not currently have any dual credit offerings in high schools and has not offered any 
last year taught by high school teachers.  One course CSC 130 Visual Basic was planned for 
Pierre for the 2011/2012 academic year but there were not sufficient enrollment at the high 
school to offer the course.   The instructor, Bob Gill was approved and worked with the dept. 
head in Computer Science at SDSU concerning textbook and preliminary syllabus and course 
requirements.  He has a Masters Degree in Computer Education and Technology and teaches for 
SDSU at Capital University Center.  
 
SDSU is continuing to explore opportunities for dual credit with Brookings High School.  There 
have been several meetings between the high school principal, school district administration,  
and SDSU faculty and dept. heads.  They currently have several AP options and are looking at 
expanding their dual credit option to an area not served by Advanced Placement coursework.    
The high school administration and the SDSU department head are currently reviewing teacher 
credentials and the syllabus for a course to be proposed for 2012/2013.   
 
In addition to our discussions with area high schools about school based high school concurrent 
offerings, South Dakota does provide high school concurrent credit opportunities to students 
from various high schools who enroll in courses offered on-campus at SDSU or through distance 
offerings.  Students in area high schools enrolled in 29 different courses during the 2010/2011 
year taught by SDSU faculty.          



ATTACHMENT V     35 
 
 

 

Dual Credit Activities 
University of South Dakota 

 
 
Attached is USD’s report on dual credit activities over the last year (Spring 2011, Summer 2011, 
and Fall 2011 terms).  
 
In brief, we have the following types of dual credit experiences: 
 

1. Health Care Early Scholars Program: http://www.usd.edu/continuing-and-distance-
education/vhs.cfm  

a. This program is sponsored by Sanford/Dakota Hospital Foundation and targets 
high school seniors in Vermillion, Wagner and Beresford.   

b. The faculty/Brenda Wilson-Fernen is an approved faculty member in the College 
of Health Science.  

c. This is an externally-funded experience and Board of Regents’ approval is sought 
per the established process each year.  

2. School of Business Academy of Finance:  http://www.usd.edu/business/academy-of-
finance.cfm  

a. This program has a long history with USD and is sponsored, in part, by CitiCorp 
and the Council of Economic Development.  

b. Penny Brunken is a high school teacher approved to teach the course and she is 
mentored by faculty within the School of Business.  

c. This is an externally-funded experience. 
3. Camp-type courses such as Youth Business Academy, Girl’s State, Trio programming, 

etc… 
a. These experiences are generally externally funded. 

4. Qualified high school juniors and seniors who enroll in regular USD courses offered on-
campus, online, correspondence study or at the Centers. 

a. These students pay the regular, self-support or state-support tuition rates, 
contingent on delivery modality. 

 
As outlined in the total column of the Course Modalities section of the report, the majority of 
USD’s dual credit enrollments stem from experiences hosted by external partners.  
 
The student grades for the fall 2011 term have not been finalized, as a result, the Grade section of 
the report is not complete for the year.  Nevertheless, the grades recorded to date are shared.  
 
Please let us know if you have additional questions about USD’s dual credit opportunities for 
students.  One area we are going to strengthen is consistent internal coding of high school 
students enrolled in University courses.   
 
 

http://www.usd.edu/continuing-and-distance-education/vhs.cfm
http://www.usd.edu/continuing-and-distance-education/vhs.cfm
http://www.usd.edu/business/academy-of-finance.cfm
http://www.usd.edu/business/academy-of-finance.cfm
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  Spring 2011 Summer 2011 Fall 2011 Year Total 

Total Number of Dual Credit High School 
Students Enrolled 45 212 81 338 

  
Specific USD Courses   

A&S 100 (TRIO/Upward Bound)   20   20 
BADM 101 - Academy of Finance     30 30 
BADM 193 - Academy of Finance   19   19 
BADM 193 -Accounting Institute    21   21 

BADM 193 - YBA   82   82 
BADM 370     1 1 

CHEM 106/106L 1     1 
CLHU 101   2   2 

CSC 105 (TRIO/Upward Bound)   24   24 
ENGL 101 8   2 10 
ENGL 210 5   1 6 
HIST 151     1 1 

HLTH 103 1     1 
HSC 110 21   27 48 

LDR 201 - Girl's State   17   17 
MATH 101 2     2 
MATH 102   1 4 5 
MATH 115   1   1 
MUAP 150     1 1 
NURS 110 1     1 

PHGY 220/220L   1   1 
PHYS 211/211L     1 1 

PSYC 101 3 2 3 8 
SOC 100 1   2 3 

SPAN 102     1 1 
SPAN 202 1     1 
SPAN 311     1 1 

SPCM 101 (TRIO/Upward Bound)   22   22 
SPCM 101 1   6 7 

  

Total University Credit Hours from 
Dual Credit High School Students 133 422 222 777 
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Course Modalities   
Correspondence   1 1 2 

Externally Funded face-to-face 21 139 57 217 
Face-to-Face On-campus 5 42 5 52 

Face-to-Face University Center/SF 2 1 2 5 
Online 17 29 16 62 

  
Grades   

A 29 147   176 
B 8 22   30 
C 1 1   2 
D 2     2 
F 2 2   4 

NG 1     1 
S 2 40   42 
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