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SUBJECT: Select Dakota 
 

  One of the features of the Non-traditional No More project was to establish a state level 
communication plan for encouraging Ready Adult students to return to postsecondary 
institutions within the state to complete their degrees.  During the June 2010 Board of Regents 
meeting, a series of system-wide recommendations was discussed by Board members related to 
this project.  A follow-up item at that same meeting discussed a proposed plan for refocusing 
current “college prep” efforts managed by the central office toward a comprehensive approach 
designed to foster postsecondary pathways for both traditional and non-traditional students.  The 
rationale behind the creation of the website is to seamlessly align college prep efforts with a 
number of the Governor’s workforce initiatives, by encouraging South Dakota high school 
graduates and residents to pursue public postsecondary education opportunities.  To facilitate this 
new approach, the Select Dakota web-portal has been developed to accomplish five primary 
objectives including:  

 
1. Encourage South Dakota high school students to attend one of the public higher 

education institutions in the state; 
2. Provide information to middle and high school students emphasizing how and why they 

should pursue postsecondary degree completion; 
3. Promote avenues for transfer students to return to public institutions in South Dakota; 
4. Persuade Adult Learners to either begin their post-secondary experience or return to a 

public institution to complete their degree; and 
5. Present a variety of resources for parents/counselors that aid in their students’ post-

secondary preparation. 
 

To accomplish these goals, the Select Dakota web portal (www.SelectDakota.org) has been 
developed along with promotional materials to be distributed to middle and high school students 
around the state.  A brief overview of the site will be provided to the Board of Regents during the 
meeting.  
 

http://www.selectdakota.org/�
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