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 RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
  
 Approve the proposed revisions to BOR policy 2:10 Grades and Use of Grade Point 
Averages. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Committee on Academic and Student Affairs 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  III – C(3) 
 

        DATE:  December 15-16, 2011 
  

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: Revisions to BOR Academic Policy 2:10 Grades and Use of Grade Point 

Averages -- Changes Required Because of Adoption of 120-Credit Hour 
Standard for Baccalaureate Degrees and 60-Credit Hour Standard for 
Associate Degrees 

 
The Board recently adopted a policy establishing a limit of 120 credit hours for 

baccalaureate degrees and 60 credit hours for associate degrees.  When these changes were 
made, it was noted that revisions to several policies and guidelines of the system would be 
required.  Board staff reviewed all Board policies and identified the following section which 
needs to be revised to align with this new standard.   

 
Policy 2:10 Grades and Use of Grade Point Averages (GPA) 
Section 3 of this policy establishes progression standards tied to credit hours completed/class 
standing.   
 
3. Minimum Progression Standards 

 
Class  Credit Hour Range  GPA Standard 

Freshman  0-31.9929.99  2.0 
Sophomore  32-63.9930-59.99  2.0 

Junior  64-95.9960-89.99  2.0 
Senior  9690+  2.0 

 
Section 9 of this policy establishes limits governing the designation of honors at graduation. 
 

9.  Honors Designation at Graduation 
 

A. Post-baccalaureate Degree  
The institution granting the degree determines the Honors Designation for its 
post-baccalaureate graduates.  Common practices of the academy and of the 
specific discipline shall be followed. 
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B. Baccalaureate Degree 

The institution granting the degree determines the Honors Designation for its 
graduates.  To earn an Honors Designation at graduation the undergraduate 
student must meet both the following cumulative and institutional grade point 
averages: 

 
Summa Cum Laude  equal to or greater than 3.9 
Magna Cum Laude  equal to or greater than 3.7 and less than 3.9 
Cum Laude   equal to or greater than 3.5 and less than 3.7 
 
The undergraduate student must have completed a minimum of 6460 credit 
hours at the institution granting the degree.  Courses that are part of a formal 
collaborative agreement among Regental universities are considered to be 
earned from the institution granting the degree.  (Also refer to BOR Policy 
2:29.) 

 
C. Associate Degree 

The institution granting the degree determines the Honors Designation for its 
associate-level graduates.  To earn an Honors Designation at graduation, an 
associate-level graduate must meet both the following cumulative and 
institutional grade point averages: 

  
 With highest honor  equal to or greater than 3.9 

With high honor   equal to or greater than 3.7 and less than 3.9 
 With honor   equal to or greater than 3.5 and less than 3.7 
  

An associate-level graduate must have completed a minimum of 3230 credit 
hours at the institution granting the degree.  Courses that are part of a formal 
collaborative agreement among Regental universities are considered to be 
earned from the institution granting the degree.  (Also refer to BOR Policy 
2:29.) 

 
 

 The Academic Affairs Council and the Council of Presidents and Superintendents have 
reviewed these changes and the Executive Director recommends approval. 
 
 


