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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
  
 Approve Dakota State University’s proposal for a Minor in Digital Editing as described 
in Attachment I. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Full Board 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: AA – 1 
  

              DATE: December 15-16, 2011 
  

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: New Program: DSU Minor in Digital Editing 
 
 Dakota State University has submitted a proposal for a baccalaureate minor in Digital 
Editing. The University has a B.S. in Digital Arts and Design. DSU does not request any new 
State resources. The courses are offered now for the major. 
 

DSU notes that South Dakota employers including marketing and advertising firms hire 
students with Digital Editing skills. The minor would provide students with the skills needed to 
prepare convincing video narratives. 
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South Dakota Board of Regents 
New Baccalaureate Degree Minor 

 
University: Dakota State University 
Title of Proposed Minor: Minor in Digital Editing 
Degree(s) in which minor may be earned: B.S. 
Existing related majors or minors: Digital Arts and Design 
Proposed Implementation (term): Fall 2012 
Proposed CIP Code: 11.0803 
 
University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe it 
to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 
 

 

  
 
 
                   October 2011 

President of the University  Date 
 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the 
Executive Director. Only after Executive Director review should the proposal be posted on the 
university web site and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
1.  Do you have a major in this area? X Yes  No 
 
Dakota State University is requesting authorization to offer a minor in Digital Editing. The minor 
provides the skills necessary to tell all kinds of stories using a variety of digital platforms.  The 
minor would benefit students in several DSU majors -- including Marketing, English for New 
Media, and Computer Game Design -- since graduates in those fields are often expected to write 
narrative and use digital media to tell compelling stories, as in the production of advertisements, 
blogs and web pages or the narrative storyline that ties together a digital game.  
 
DSU does not intend to request new state resources as all of the courses are already being taught 
and the university has already invested in the hardware and software needed to develop digital 
stories.  
 
DSU offers a Bachelor of Science degree program in Digital Arts and Design (DAD) with 
specializations in audio production, digital storytelling, production animation, computer graphic, 
web design and production. In the broadest sense, digital storytelling and editing describes the 
use of digital tools to tell stories in a compelling and emotionally engaging way.  A digital story 
often ends up as a short video narrative that is created by combining recorded voices, text, still 
and moving images and music or other sounds.  The end product is a short digital movie, web-
based story, interactive story, hypertext, or a narrative computer game. 
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In DSU’s program in digital arts and design, the digital storytelling specialization builds 
students’ skills in digital editing and digital video production, with special emphasis on the story 
narrative.  As students are trained in digital editing software, the focus is on using technology to 
enhance the story.  Similarly, as students are trained in video production, the focus is on 
production techniques that can be used to build interest and to make the story more compelling.  
Software usage, camera techniques, and post-production techniques are driven by the story 
narrative.  
 
Digital storytelling and editing in all of its forms is used in advertising, marketing, video 
production, and video editing by firms across SD and the world.  In South Dakota and elsewhere, 
almost all large marketing and advertising firms have digital editing and video production 
departments -- including Fresh Produce, Lawrence and Schiller, Video Post, etc.   
 
The importance of "telling the story" about a product, person, place is inherent in marketing and 
advertising and has become even more important and pervasive in the last decade.  As the 
creative director of a Sioux Falls advertising agency indicated to our DAD faculty, “…I want to 
know that a student knows how to tell a good story.  Is the story interesting?  Does the student 
know what makes a good story?  Do they have the ability to come up with a good concept?  Do 
they have the discipline to actually bring that concept to life?  Anyone can learn how to use the 
software, really…Good storytelling takes real talent and discipline - that's what I'm interested 
in.” 
 
Marketing and advertising firms specifically hire students with skills in video editing, video 
production, digital storytelling and editing.  The first DSU cohort of students in digital arts and 
design (enrolled in the digital storytelling specialization) are currently completing internships in 
video production/filmmaking and digital editing in Pierre, Madison, Sioux Falls and Seattle.  
Because DSU students also understand the significance of narrative, they are more marketable.  
They don't just "push buttons" but also understand which techniques will create the best narrative 
productions.  
 
2.  If you do not have a major in this area, explain how the proposed minor relates to your 
mission.   
 
DSU has a Bachelor of Science degree program in Digital Arts and Design with specializations 
in audio production, digital storytelling, production animation, computer graphic, web design 
and production.  A Digital Editing minor is consistent with the University’s statutory mission 
(SDCL 13-59-2.2), since the minor has a strong focus on technology. 
 
3.  How will the proposed minor benefit students?   
 
In today’s business world, digital editing is used to develop and deliver compelling messages to 
customers, learners, jurors, etc.  The proposed minor in Digital Editing is intended to build the 
digital storytelling and editing skills of students enrolled in the other specializations within the 
B.S. in Digital Arts and Design (audio production, production animation, computer graphic, web 
design and production). 
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The minor will also be of interest to students in other DSU major including the B.B.A. in 
Marketing, B.S. in English for New Media, and the B.S. in Computer Game Design since these 
graduates are often expected to write narrative and use digital media to tell compelling stories -- 
as in the production of advertisements, blogs and web pages or the narrative storyline that ties 
together a digital game. 
 
4.  Provide estimated enrollments and completions in the table below and explain how the 
estimates were developed.   
 

 Fiscal Years* 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimates FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 
Students in the minor 5 5 5 5 
Continuing students 0 5 5 5 
Total students in program 5 10 10 10 
Completions by graduates  5 5 5 

 
It is estimated that the students will not be new to the University but will include students from 
other majors at DSU, including students enrolled in the other specializations within the B.S. in 
Digital Arts and Design (audio production, production animation, computer graphic, web design 
and production) plus students enrolled in the B.B.A. in Marketing, B.S. in English for New 
Media, and the B.S. in Computer Game Design 
 
Enrollment estimates are based on the number of students currently enrolled in other minors at 
DSU.  Low enrollment in the digital storytelling courses is not an issue, since these courses are 
also taken by the students enrolled in the digital storytelling specialization within the B.S. in 
Digital Arts and Design.  
 
5.  What is the rationale for the curriculum?   
 
The curriculum is a “scaled down” version of the digital storytelling specialization in the B.S. 
degree program in Digital Arts and Design.  It provides a basic background in digital storytelling 
and editing and the technological skills needed for the production of digital stories. 
 
6.  Complete the tables below.  Explain any exceptions to BOR policy being requested. 
 

A. Distribution of Credit Hours 
Minor in Digital Editing Credit Hours Percent 

Requirements in Minor 18 100% 
Electives in the Minor 0  

Total  100% 
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B. Required Courses in the Minor 
Prefix Number Course Title New* Hours 

DAD  180 Intro. To Digital Storytelling No 3 
DAD 255 Writing Digital Stories No 3 
DAD 330 Digital Storytelling I No 3 
DAD 335 Organizational Storytelling No 3 
ARTD 460 Digital Editing No 3 
DAD 465 Digital Video Production No 3 
  Subtotal, required  18 

 * New: Y= yes, N = no. 
 

C. Elective Courses in the Minor: List courses that may be taken as electives 
in the minor. Indicate any new courses to be added specifically for the minor.  

 
There are no elective courses in the minor. 

 
7.  What outcomes will be expected for all students who complete the minor?  How will 
these outcomes be achieved?   
 
The advanced video editing course (DAD 465) is considered the capstone course for the minor in 
digital editing. Students in the course complete at least one 15-minute digital story in the course, 
related directly to the students’ major area of study so that it can serve as an archive in their job 
application portfolio. The digital project will be evaluated by the instructor and digital 
storytelling and editing faculty relative to its oral and written narrative and media techniques.  
Student must earn at least a “C” on each area of digital storytelling in the project in order to 
receive credit for the course. 
 
8.  What instructional technologies will be used to teach courses in the minor?  
 
All digital storytelling courses are technology-based.  Even the writing course will use hardware 
and software specific to the creation of scripts and new media techniques. 
 
9.  Is the University requesting authorization to provide the minor to students at an off-
campus location or by distance delivery? If yes, explain.  If off-campus or distance delivery 
authorization is not requested, enter “None.” 
 
None 
 
10.  Costs, Budget & Resources: Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and 
continuing investments in personnel, professional development, release time, instructional 
technology and software, other O&M, facilities, etc. needed to implement the minor. 
 
No new resources are required to offer the proposed minor. All courses required for this minor 
are already offered for the B.S. in Digital Arts and Design and the university has already invested 
in the hardware and software needed to produce digital stories. 
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