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SUBJECT: General Education Review  
 

At the conclusion of the Board of Regents August planning session, the Board approved 
three interrelated action items designed to address emerging challenges in the current higher 
education landscape in the state.  These three action items include:   
 

1. A review of the student learning outcomes that result in unique Institutional 
Graduation Requirements; 

2. A review of the continued value of the CAAP examination for assessing system 
General Education and establishing student academic proficiency; 

3. Alignment of system General Education policy with national efforts to establish a 
coordinated foundation for Liberal Arts Education. 

 
During the September 2014 meeting, AAC agreed that the most effective approach for 

addressing these action items would be to establish a coordinating/steering committee 
representing faculty and campus leadership. Nominations were sought from campus 
representatives and during the October 2014 AAC meeting, a sixteen member steering 
committee was established (see Table 1).  This steering committee is charged with evaluating the 
landscape of current national initiatives1 that were outlined in the August Board of Regents item, 
and identify one that could serve to provide a viable roadmap for facilitating significant change 
for the system’s approach to general education.    

 
Timeline & Steering Committee Charge 
 

To provide for adequate time, the work is envisioned to occur over a two-year period 
resulting in catalog changes taking effect for the Fall 2016 term.  To provide an opportunity for 
faculty to serve as the primary drivers for this agenda, a two-phase approach is recommended.  
                                                 
1 Specifically, the BOR retreat item provided brief background on five national initiatives that may provide a useful framework 
for guiding faculty work in this area.  These include: 1) Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP); 2) Multi-State 
Collaborative to Advance Learning Outcome Assessment (MSC); 3) The Degree Qualifications Profile (DQP); 4) Interstate 
Passport Initiative (Passport); 5) Guided Pathways to Success (GPS). 
 

http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2014/August/2_BORRetreat0814.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_B_AAC0914.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/A_AAC1014.pdf
http://www.aacu.org/leap/
http://www.sheeo.org/projects/msc-multi-state-collaborative-advance-learning-outcomes-assessment
http://www.luminafoundation.org/publications/The_Degree_Qualifications_Profile.pdf
http://www.wiche.edu/passport/about
http://completecollege.org/docs/GPS_Summary_FINAL.pdf
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Phase One would include a comprehensive review by a steering committee of the national and 
regional level projects currently underway that could serve as a framework for redesigning the 
systems approach to general education.  The specific charge for the designated steering 
committee includes the four primary tasks resulting in an interim report for the Board of Regents 
during their June 2015 meeting outlining specific recommendations and action items for moving 
the system forward.   

 
• Identify common institutional and system level issues within the existing general 

education structure. 
• Identify and evaluate national level initiatives that may serve as a useful framework 

for modifying the existing approach to general education. 
• From this pool, identify one strategy that would serve as a useful roadmap for making 

systemic change to Regental system General Education policy. 
• Develop action items for discipline level working groups for Board consideration 

with intent to address a significant number of the issues/concerns identified by the 
steering committee.  

 
Table 1 

System General Education Review Steering Commitee 
Representation Representative Discipline/Area Position 

BHSU David Wolf History Dean –Liberal Arts 
BHSU Amy Fuqua English Head – Arts & Humanities 
DSU Viki Johnson Sociology Faculty 
DSU Dale Droge Biology Faculty 
NSU Erin Fouberg Geography/Honors College Faculty 
NSU David Grettler History Faculty 
SDSM&T Linda DeVeaux Biology Faculty 
SDSM&T James Feiszli Music Faculty 
SDSU Kurt Cogswell Mathematics Head - Mathematics 
SDSU Josh Westwick Communication Faculty 
USD Chuck Lubbers Journalism Chair – C&I Committee 
USD Kurt Hackemer History Head - History 
EUC Lindsey Hamlin Continuing & Distance Ed.  Director 
USD Dale Pietzrak Education Director - Assessment 
BOR Paul Turman Academic Affairs Academic Affairs 
BOR Jay Perry Academic Affairs of Academic Programs 

    
 
Following Board approval of the recommendations and proposed action items from the 

steering committee, Phase Two would represent the creation of working groups designed around 
specific goals or learning objectives.  Their work would occur between April and September of 
2015 with a proposed set of recommendations coming forward to the Board in December 2015 
for implementation into existing Board Policy 2:7 and 2:26.  Institutional and system curriculum 
processes would occur in time for the April 2016 Board meeting.  A comprehensive timeline is 
presented on the following page. The steering committee held an initial conference call on 
October 30th, and is currently scheduled for a face-to-face meeting on December 10.  
Additionally, individual campus presentations have been scheduled to provide an update to 
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faculty and administrators on the status and proposed outcomes for the work.  Meetings have 
already been held at SDSU and BHSU, with forthcoming sessions scheduled for late November 
and early December at the four remaining campuses.    



 

 
 
 

General Education Review Timeline 
 
 

   2014  2015               2016 
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