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BHSU hosts international visitor, works to 
create partnership for exchange students

In January BHSU hosted Barongwa Master Baipidi (Masterb), a representative 
from the Embassy of the Republic of Botswana. Masterb met with BHSU deans, 
staff, faculty and students to discuss forming an exchange partnership.  Botswana 
is a small country located in Southern Africa with a population of just over 2 
million. Education is still growing in Botswana, Masterb said, but the government 
has made it a top priority to provide more opportunities for students, which 
includes international exchange programs in the U.S. 
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where anything is possible

BHSU alum’s photograph chosen for
National Geographic Traveller cover

For the past 22 years, BHSU alum Chad Coppess has been capturing iconic 
images across South Dakota as the senior photographer for the South Dakota 
Department of Tourism (SDDOT). Recently, one of those images landed on the 
cover of National Geographic Traveller Australia & New Zealand.

Coppess’ photograph, 
“Lakota Chief David Bald 
Eagle,” was selected for 
the cover of the summer 
2015 edition, which has a 
circulation of 105,000.

In addition to 
the cover photo, two 
other images Coppess 
took featuring Mount 
Rushmore and Badlands 
National Park were 
included on the inside 
of the magazine with an 
article on the American 
West.

Black Hills State University alum Chad Coppess had his photograph 
selected for the cover of the Summer 2015 issue of National Geographic 
Traveller Australia & New Zealand.  

Representative Barongwa Master Baipidi (Masterb), a representative from the Embassy of the Republic 
of Botswana, met with a group of international students at BHSU to learn more about their educational 
experiences at the University. 

BHSU students learn during 
internship at State Capitol

The State Capitol is providing a 
learning experience for two Black Hills 
State University students.   

John Jones III and Katherine Holm 
are interning at the State Capitol in 
Pierre this semester.  

Jones works directly for the South 
Dakota Speaker of the House Dean 
Wink and Speaker Pro Temp, Mark 
Mickelson.

“Just being in their presence and 
watching them conduct business with 
transparency and integrity makes me 
want to be a better person,” Jones said. 
“I’m learning that life is about showing 
up every day, doing your best for 
others, getting some sleep and doing it 
again.” 

Holm, a political science major from 
Houston, Texas, completes many of the 
same duties as Jones, with the Senate 
Assistant Minority Leader Troy Heinert 
and Sen. Jim Bradford. Holm’s workday 
is hectic, but said she enjoys every 
aspect of the internship. 

“Watching the senators work and 
watching the bills pass or fail on the 
floor puts into perspective words 
and concepts I’ve only read about 
in government class,” said Holm, a 
political science major from Houston, 
Texas.

After graduating from BHSU, both 
Jones and Holm aspire to become 
lawyers.  

John Jones III, political science major from Spearfish, 
left, is interning for the South Dakota Speaker of the 
House, Dean Wink. The two are pictured standing 
next to Wink’s desk on the House floor in the South 
Dakota Capitol in Pierre.
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BHSU student exhibits 
art locally and nationally

Ethan Engel, 
an art and 
graphic design 
communications 
major from 
Winner, 
showcased 
his exhibit, 
“Transcendence: 
The Journey 
of Autism,” 
at Spearfish’s 
Matthews Opera 
House last 
month. 

The exhibit tells of Engel’s  own 
struggle with Asperger’s, a form of 
high functioning autism that creates 
difficulties in social interaction, motor 
development and communication. 
A piece of his artwork from the 
“Transcendence” collection, which 
was first unveiled at the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington, D.C., is 
currently traveling around the U.S. 
this year through the national VSA 
Emerging Young Artists Program.

Alumni praise teachers for their influence and encouragement
The next time you travel to Spearfish, 

look for a new BHSU billboard “All 
Inspired by Teachers” honoring the 
positive influence of educators.

Local BHSU alumni featured in the 
campaign include Julieanne Morse, 
2nd Lieutenant in the South Dakota 
Army National Guard; Alex Hanson, 
Chief Budget Analyst for the State of 
South Dakota; Dr. Jesse Dana, Orthodontist with Meyer & Dana Orthodontics; Anya Mueller, Reporter and Social Media 
Director for KNBN; and Rylan Sprague, Northern Hills District Botanist with the U.S. Forest Service.

Student athlete showcases leadership on and off the field
Eriq Swiftwater, business administration major and Yellow Jacket football 

player from Oglala, was recognized recently as a student spotlight feature during 
Native American Heritage 
Month. The spotlight was 
sponsored by the White House 
Initiative on American Indian 
and Alaska Native Education 
and the Center for Native 
American Youth.  

Swiftwater grew up on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 
and throughout his childhood 
he’s faced challenges from 
spending time in foster care to 
helping his mother during her 
battle with cancer. Swiftwater 
said that with his knack for 
leadership and future business 
degree from BHSU he hopes 
to build a better economy 
and motivate youth in his 
hometown.

Eriq Swiftwater, a wide receiver on the Yellow Jacket football 
team, has shown exceptional leadership skills on and off the field, 
which were recognized by two national organizations during 
National Native American Heritage Month.  

Ethan Engel burns lettering 
on canvas for his art exhibit 
at the Matthews Opera House 
in Spearfish.

BHSU confirms record
year in fundraising
with over $8 million raised

The University Foundation and 
Yellow Jacket Foundation raised over  
$8 million last year making 2014 the 
highest fundraising year in BHSU’s 
history.

Steve Meeker, vice president for 
university advancement, said over 
2,500 donors contributed to the record-
breaking year.

“To surpass our previous record 
year by $3 million is just tremendous. It 
says a lot about the people that support 
our great university,” said Meeker. 

Sanford Lab inspires unique learning experiences for students     3
During this month’s Student Poster 

Day at the State Capitol, South Dakota 
legislators learned about the many 
opportunities that Black Hills State 
University students have at Sanford 
Underground Research Facility.  

Dr. Brianna Mount, assistant 
professor of physics research at BHSU, 
said the school’s proximity as the closest 
university to Sanford Lab offers many 
possibilities for students.

Mount says BHSU and Sanford 
are working on several new projects 
including the BHSU Underground 
Campus at Sanford Lab.

“We’re going to be the only 
institution with a campus underground. Our presence at Sanford Lab will facilitate 
even more student projects,” said Mount.  

Currently, BHSU students in mass communications, education, genomics, music, 
and physics participate in activities with Sanford Lab.

Madison Jilek of Spearfish (left) and Kristin Rath of 
Canton (right) shared their research findings on a dark 
matter experiment with Jack Warner, executive director 
and CEO of the South Dakota Board of Regents.

www.BHSU.edu/BH-Alumni



Students create “Where 
Anything is Possible” 
Super Bowl ad

An ad created by Bryce Boser, mass 
communications major from Box Elder, 
aired regionally during the Super 
Bowl.  Boser was one of 12 finalists 
in the “Where Anything is Possible” 
marketing contest at BHSU to promote 
the university’s new tagline.

Boser’s ad features several outdoor 
and campus scenes he captured using 
his wearable action camera.

“For me, going to BHSU is all about 
the Black Hills experience,” said Boser, 
who won first prize in the contest.  
“When I heard about the contest I 
knew I had footage to use in the video 
advertisement from all my outdoor 
adventures.”

BHSU plans to make the Super Bowl 
student ad contest an annual event.

BHSU Alumni recognized at annual Chamber banquet
Black Hills State University had a strong presence at the 2015 Spearfish Area 

Chamber of Commerce annual banquet, reinforcing the strong connection the 
University has with the Spearfish community.

BHSU alumni that received awards included:
•	 Micropolitan Award, Black Hills State University Alumni Association, Tom 

Wheaton, Class of ’87 and Steve Meeker, Class of ’84
•	 Spirit of Spearfish, Paul Young, Class of ’78
•	 Lifetime Achievement Award, Bay Leaf Café, French Bryan, Class of ’72 and 

Taffy (Tucker) Bryan, Class of ’72
•	 Business Beautification, Quik Signs, Kelsie (Hoffman) Darling, Class of ’07 

and ’08
•	 Prairie Family Business Excellence Award, John Steele, Northern Hills 

Cinema, Class of ’74

The Black Hills State University Alumni Association received the Micropolitan Award at the Spearfish 
Area Chamber of Commerce annual banquet. Pictured left to right are: Tom Shaffer, Barb Cline,  Kelsie 
Darling, Tom Wheaton, Steve Meeker, Melissa Barth, Dan O’Shea, Bob McIntosh, and Todd Jensen.

Yellow Jackets raise funds 
for community causes
•	 Athletics hosted a double-

header basketball game 
designated as “I Hate Cancer” 
night. Over $3,000 was raised 
to benefit the Dennis Bauer 
Family Scholarship Memorial 
Endowment.

•	 The Honors Club raised   
over $1,100 for the West River 
Spay/Neuter Coalition during  
a masquerade “Furball”   
charity event.

•	 BHSU students and student 
organizations raised money 
and awareness for Special 
Olympics South Dakota 
through the Northern Hills 
Polar Plunge. The Athletics 
Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee raised $3,012  
while the BHSU Presidential 
Student Ambassadors raised 
$1,928 for the cause.

Department of Agriculture awards grant to BHSU   4
BHSU was awarded a $49,000 Specialty Crop Block Grant from the South 

Dakota Department of Agriculture to further develop Spearfish Local, a program 
bringing producers and consumers of local food together to support the local 
economy. The grant will provide six semester-long internships for BHSU students 
this year.

BHSU students attended the 2015 South Dakota Governor’s Conference 
on Tourism Jan. 20-22 in Pierre. Pictured back row, from left are, Chihiro 
Oseki, business administration-tourism major from Nagaoka (Japan); 
Maria Mraz, business administration-management major from Dupree; 
Dr. Jeff Wehrung, assistant professor of management at BHSU; Jim 
Hagen, Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Tourism; Jamie 
Wilhelm, business administration-tourism major from Hot Springs; 
and Dr. Ignatius Cahyanto, assistant professor of tourism and 
hospitality at BHSU. Front row, from left, Jenna Fairfield, tourism and 
hospitality management major from Rapid City; Calla Nelson, business 
administration-tourism major from Lead; Annette Loveday, business 
administration-tourism major from Douglas; Morgan Chavez, business 
administration major from Gillette, Wyo.; Logan Miller, business 
administration-tourism major from Chester; South Dakota Governor 
Dennis Daugaard; and Max Bergstrom from Sturgis.

Tourism students impact SD and their future careers
Tourism and hospitality students at BHSU received Certification in Hotel 

Industry Analytics (CHIA) through Dr. Ignatius Cahyanto’s lodging management 
course. The certification 
recognizes individuals 
with a thorough 
knowledge of metrics 
used by the hotel 
industry and the ability 
to analyze and make 
strategic decisions based 
on data.

Students in the 
program also worked 
with Hill City’s 
Chamber of Commerce 
to design a five-year 
strategic plan to foster 
tourism in Hill City 
and volunteered during 
the 2015 South Dakota 
Governor’s Tourism 
Conference. 

Watch Bryce Boser’s winning Super Bowl ad.

www.BHSU.edu/Contest
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Scholarship Updates               5
•	 The Black Hills Pioneer news paper 

bolstered its commitment to 
BHSU’s journalism program with 
a $10,000 increased donation 
to the Pioneer’s journalism 
endowment at BHSU. Letti Lister, 
BH Pioneer publisher, said BHSU 
is especially meaningful to the 
paper as nearly half the full-time 
newspaper staff are alumni of the 
university.

•	 The Spearfish branch of Pioneer 
Bank and Trust donated $25,000 
toward BHSU achievement 
scholarships.

•	 BHSU announced three new 
scholarships specifically for 
local and regional high school 
students. The new scholarship 
programs include: the Northern 
Hills Jacket Incentive Scholarship 
awarded for civic engagement; 
the Presidential Medallion 
Scholarship Program for 
academic achievement, and 
Humbert Hall Room Scholarship 
for academic achievement and 
financial need.

Students’ work featured in Photographer’s Forum magazine
Fourteen photography students were chosen as finalists for the Photographer’s 

Forum 35th Annual College & High School Photographers Competition. 
BHSU was the only university in South Dakota to have students selected for 

the Photographer’s Forum competition. More than 1,300 photography students from 
colleges and universities worldwide submitted more than 17,000 photographs for 
consideration.

Photographer’s Forum is a publication dedicated to quality reproduction of 
photography in the United States. 

The photographs chosen in this year’s competition will appear in the “2015 
Best of College Photography Annual” published in July by Photographer’s Forum 
and Serbin Communications. Winning images can be viewed in the winner’s 
gallery at www.pfmagazine.com.

Wyoming high school seniors see
their names in lights in BHSU ads

A new BHSU ad campaign is putting the spotlight on 
Wyoming’s Campbell County High School senior Honor 
Roll students. 

The campaign recognizes high-achieving students 
and lets them know that BHSU offers in-state tuition to 
Wyoming students

As a part of the campaign launch, BHSU is asking 
Campbell County students to share photos of their names 
broadcast on digital big screens around town or post a 
photo with their BHSU acceptance letter. 

Black Hills State University student Laura Heisinger, mass communication major from Mitchell, had 
her photograph selected for the Photographer’s Forum magazine 35th Annual College & High School 
Photographer’s Competition. 

BHSU president presents nationally and internationally
President Tom Jackson, Jr. was asked to be a featured speaker at two education conferences in March.
During the American College Personnel Association (ACPA) conference March 5-8, Jackson joined select university 

leaders for a panel presentation titled “Student Affairs through the Eyes of a College President.”  
During the The Botswana Tertiary Education Fair & Conference held March 23-27 in southern Africa, Jackson met 

with students, community and governmental leaders to discuss potential study abroad opportunities at Black Hills State 
University.  

Jackson was also recently notified that he was selected to be a presenter at the American Association for State Colleges 
and Universities (AASCU) annual conference for new university presidents this summer.  

The names of Campbell County High School Senior Honor Roll 
students are featured on digital billboards throughout Gillette as 

part of a new campaign by Black Hills State University to recognize 
these students for their academic accomplishments.  



Cybersecurity Camp for Girls to be held in July
 Through a grant from the National Science Foundation, DSU will be able to host nearly 

60 girls for the GenCyber Camp for Girls from July 19th until July 24th. This cybersecurity 
camp is one of the first in the nation tailored specifically for girls and there will be no cost  
to attend. Students in grades 8 through senior year will be able to stay on campus while 
exploring the world of cybersecurity. Sessions will be taught by current professors, industry 
experts, and DSU alumni and students.

This camp is in addition to the GenCyber camp (formerly CyberStars) which is in its 
second year on the DSU campus. The GenCyber camp is open to both male and female  
participants, grades 10 through 12 in June. Also a part of the National Science Foundation 
grant, the camp is free for 200 students to attend. The cybersecurity camp last year brought  
students from all over the nation and demand was high with this year looking to be the same.

Barton accepts post-bachelor work at premier physics lab
Dakota State University alumnus, Clay “CJ” Barton, recently 

started his post-bachelor position as an on-call employee at 
the nation’s premier particle physics laboratory, Fermi National 
Accelerator Laboratory, in Batavia, Ill. Barton, from Webster, S.D.,  
graduated this past December with a Bachelor of Science in 
Physical Science with a physics specialization. 

Barton will be working as a research technician at Fermilab 
in connection with the Muon g-2 particle physics experiment.  
According to Femilab’s website, the research involves “Fermilabs 
powerful accelerators to explore the interaction of short-lived 
particles known as muons with a strong magnetic field in  
‘empty’ space.”

Last year, he received a student educational stipend from 
the NASA South Dakota Space Grant Consortium (SDSGC) and  
also interned at Louisiana State University this past summer. 
Barton was one of only 10 students that were accepted to the  
Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program at  
LSU, more than 300 students applied. During the experience,  
he programmed and ran simulations of cosmic muons in a  
virtual liquid argon detector for the Long Baseline Neutrino  
Experiment.

MARCH 2015 NEWS FROM
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DSU photography students 
shoot Monster X Tour

DSU photography students had the opportunity 
to become professional photographers for a day. On 
Saturday, January 30, 2015, Professor Tom Jones and 
his students photographed the Monster X Tour at the 
Denny Sanford Premier Center in Sioux Falls, S.D.

Sharnel Bierman, Chelsea Meyer, Bill Delaney  
and recent graduate Nicole Jurrens took advantage 
of this great opportunity to gain some professional 
photography experience.  The students’ photographs 
will be seen by hundreds of thousands of fans 
throughout the United States, including credit given  
to their photos in Monster Truck Entertainment  
yearbook and on the website and Facebook.

DSU receives $750,000 grant to provide STEM education 
for students with disabilities

Dakota State University will receive nearly $750,000 over the next 5 years as a sub-award of the $20 million grant 
that the South Dakota Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (SD EPSCoR) was awarded earlier this 
year from the National Science Foundation (NSF). 

SD EPSCoR developed and submitted the “2020 Vision: The South Dakota Science and Innovation Strategy”  
proposal, which was subsequently funded by the NSF to enhance the academic research infrastructure in South Dakota 
and increase both educational opportunities and workforce development in areas related to science, technology,  
engineering, and mathematics (STEM).

Students enjoy 
‘An Hour of Code’
Featured in Madison Daily Leader,  

Tuesday, December 16, 2014; by Jane Utecht
DSU elementary education students went 

to MES for one hour this past December to  
participate in an Hour of Code, a worldwide  
program which promotes computer science  
curriculum in schools.

The DSU teachers in training taught the 
fourth-graders for one hour, helping them  
successfully program either an Angry Birds  
game or a game to move a character around  
the iPad screen.

The Hour of Code program is being run “all 
over the world.”

Edwards Performs on the “White Wall Sessions”
In January, Dakota State University audio production professor, Nathan Edwards,  

made an appearance on the Keloland Television show, “White Wall Sessions,” a  
production that features local and regional musicians performing original music.

The show is in its second season and has garnered considerable success and  
support due to the outstanding production values and benefit to the community.

Edwards performed the original song, “Palisades,” which will be on his upcoming 
album due for release in the spring. The song title is in reference to the state park north of 
Sioux Falls, S.D. but also deals with topics of travel and taking time to reflect.

The White Wall Sessions is broadcast on Saturday evenings on Keloland at 10:30 p.m.

7
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Estridge receives prestigious environmental research fellowship
Grace Estridge, a DSU Biology major and Chemistry minor, has been 

awarded a prestigious undergraduate environmental research fellowship 
in the amount of $50,000 by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency’s National Center for Environmental Research (Office of Research 
and Development).

Estridge’s research will examine the changes that occur in bacterial 
populations that live naturally in the guts of soil organisms exposed to  
agrochemicals and sewage sludge residues commonly applied to agricultural 
soils in the region. She hypothesizes that bacterial community interactions 
within the guts of ecologically critical soil organisms, such as earthworms 
and crickets, are disrupted when they are exposed to these materials.  
She further hypothesizes that such disruptions can actually be used as 
predictive indicators of the overall health of agrochemical- and  
sludge-impacted soil ecosystems.

DSU captures 2015 NSAA Men’s Basketball Tournament Championship
The battle of North Star Athletic Association (NSAA) Men’s Basketball conference co-leaders Dakota State (S.D.) and 

Jamestown (N.D.) met in the championship game at Jamestown on March 3.  DSU guard Cameron Robinson stole the 
ball in the final 30 seconds and drove in for a lay-up to give the Trojans a 66-65 lead with 24.7 seconds remaining. The 
Trojans were able to make a stop on the next possession winning the game and earning the NSAA conference automatic 
bid to the NAIA Division II Men’s Basketball National Tournament.

This was the fourth straight year that Dakota State and Jamestown met in the conference championship game.  The 
Trojans won the conference tournament in 2012 and 2013.  Dakota State, with a 12 and 3 record over the last 15 games 
increased their 
overall record 
to 17-14. The 
Trojans have 
secured a winning 
season for the 
fourth time in the 
last six seasons 
and will face No. 
4 seed College 
of Idaho (28-5) 
on Wednesday, 
March 11 at  
4:00 pm in the 
National Tourna-
ment in Point 
Lookout, MO.
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DSU professors serve as cybersecurity experts for media
The professors of DSU are always willing to step into the spotlight and share with the public their expertise. With 

the escalating rise in cyber crime, the local media have looked to professors at Dakota State for some of the latest up-
dates on how to keep our information safe. Check out these interviews from local news stations below.

Dr. Kevin Streff on credit card security
Cybercrime is a $120 billion industry, with over 25% of this loss coming from debit and credit 

card fraud.  Dr. Streff was asked to explain some of the innovations Visa, MasterCard, and American 
Express are working on to reduce fraud, including the new Visa Token Service program, Visa Mobile 
Location Confirmation innovation, EMV chip-enabled cards, and MasterCard’s Fingerprint  
Identification System. He also explains what happens to these stolen cards and information.

Dr. Matt Miller on Anthem Hack
Experts think the Anthem hack is potentially the largest cyber attack ever in health care. The 

hack compromised the names, birth dates, social security numbers, address and emails of up to 80 
million patients and employees. Dr. Miller explains how the information was possibly hacked and 
what will be done with the information.

Michael Ham on small business vulnerability to hackers
Michael Ham talks about being the good guy in hacking and his role as a Certified Expert  

Penetration Tester.

DSU retains top position at National Cyber League 
For the second year in a row, the Dakota State University cyber security team, Tr0janHorse, secured the top position 

in the National Cyber League (NCL) competition, beating out 85 other teams. The NCL provides a cyber security train-
ing environment that requires students to solve real problems with actual deadlines under enormous time, and in some 
cases, technical resource constraints.

DSU team members that participated during the 2014 NCL season include: 
Andrew Kramer - Etna, CA Austin Dirks - Ellsworth, Minn.
Alexander Gartner - Hector, Minn Chad Horack - Washington, N.J.
Christopher Paschen - Clark S.D. Joshua Klosterman - Brandon, S.D.
Jeremiah Klumb - Mount Vernon, S.D. William Boldt - Madison, S.D.
Tyler Gross - Volga, S.D. Otis Enoch - West Coving, Calif.
Bryce Haviland - Worthing, S.D. Thanousay Khamphoune - Warroad, Minn.
William Hofer - Pierre, S.D. Sidney Moorhead - Warroad, Minn.
Benjamin Cable - Minneapolis, Minn. Daniel Burwitz - Larchwood, Iowa

9



n o r t h e r nNow
Northern State University, Aberdeen, South Dakota December 2014 - February 2015

Mark your calendars now to be part 
of the celebration of the century this 
fall at Northern State University: the 
100th anniversary of Gypsy Days, 
Sept. 21-26, 2015.

GYPSY DAYS, Northern’s annual home-
coming event, is celebrated by the NSU 
community as well as the entire Aberdeen 
region. The festivities also draw numerous 
alumni back to campus, and even more are 
expected to return this year for the 100th 
anniversary.
Events planned that week include:
• Coronation on Thursday, Sept. 24.
• Northern Bound Day and a campus-wide 

open house on Friday, Sept. 25.
• Distinguished Alumni and Hall of Fame 

Banquet on Friday, Sept. 25.
• Gypsy Day Parade on Saturday, Sept. 26.
• Gypsy Day football game on Saturday, 

Sept. 26.
This year’s parade theme will be “Cruis-
ing through the Decades.” Participants will 
select a decade from the past 100 years to 
represent on their float, incorporating the 
number “100” on their float in some way.
On social media, NSU will use the hashtag 
#GypsyDays100 for all Gypsy Days cover-
age. More information and a finalized 
schedule will be posted to www.northern.
edu/gypsydays in the coming weeks. 

NSU announces 
Gypsy Days 100th 
anniversary 
celebration
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THE HISTORY 
MAJOR said he has 
barely even traveled 
outside the state, 
calling himself an 
“armchair historian.” 
“I am very much a 
homebody,” ex-
plained Dawn, an 
Aberdeen native.
But his plans changed 
after some encour-
agement from Dr. 
Steven Usitalo, who 
shared his own study 
abroad experiences 
with Dawn and other 
students in his Impe-
rial Russia course. 
“I stressed to him, 
over and over again, 
that now’s the time, 
when he’s young and 
with less responsi-
bilities, to take advantage of these study 
abroad opportunities,” said Usitalo, NSU 
associate professor of history.
Now, Dawn is trading in his “armchair” for 
an airplane ride overseas. He is studying in 
South Korea from March to December.
For Dawn and fellow NSU junior Michael 
Lout, studying abroad has been made 
possible thanks in part to funding from the 
Benjamin A. Gilman International Schol-
arship Program. The program, which is 
sponsored by the Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs at the U.S. Department 
of State, supports students who might oth-
erwise be unable to travel abroad. Students 
are encouraged to choose nontraditional 
destinations, according to the program 
website.
Only a few hundred Gilman scholarships 
are given each term. Dawn and Lout are 
two of only four undergraduate students 

from South Dakota 
universities to receive 
the prestigious schol-
arship award in 2014.
Choosing South 
Korea 
South Korea was 
also the destination 
of choice for Lout, 
a business manage-
ment major with a 
minor in international 
business. Lout said 
he hadn’t considered 
visiting the country 
before NSU Study 
Abroad  
Coordinator Liz Han-
num suggested it.
“I wanted to study 
abroad because I 
haven’t been outside 
the United States,” 
said Lout, also an 

Aberdeen native. “If it wasn’t for the Gil-
man Scholarship, I don’t think I would have 
been able to go to South Korea.”
Lout attended a summer program in 
Seoul, studying international management 
and international marketing at Hanyang 
University. He said he greatly enjoyed the 
people, culture and food. Lout had such a 
good experience in South Korea, in fact, 
that he decided to try another exchange 
program in Schmalkalden, Germany, for fall 
semester.
Learning about Asia 
Dawn said he at first wanted to go to 
Europe, but he realized he already knew 
European history quite well. He knows less 
about Asia, and his friends who are NSU 
international students from South Korea 
convinced him to go to their home country.
Dawn is attending Anyang Univer-
sity, studying Korean history, culture and 

NSU STUDENTS RECEIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS TO  

STUDY ABROAD
Studying abroad was not part of the plan for Northern  

State University junior Matthew Dawn.

continued on page 2
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CONWAY, of Rapid City, 
represented the university 
at the annual South Dakota 
Student Research Poster 
Session on March 5 with her 
project, “Native American 
Studies in South Dakota’s Public 
Universities.” Conway, a history 
major with minors in foreign 
language and psychology, was 
mentored by Dr. Steven Usitalo. 
Kinyanjui, of Vermillion, presented the 
project, “Using Big Data and Business 
Intelligence to Optimize Digital Marketing 
for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises 
(SMEs).” A management information 
systems (MIS) major with a minor 
in computer science, Kinyanjui was 
mentored by Mr. Scott Peterson.
Six student researchers presented five 
projects during the recent online competi-
tion. The other student researchers and 
their projects were: Megan Vockrodt of 

Pierre (mentor: Dr. Andria Moon), 
“A Limitation of Pre-Service 
Teacher Education: The Lack of 
Preparation for Family-Teacher 
Relationships”; Stephanie Iverson 
of Hatton, N.D. (mentor: Dr. Jon 
Mitchell), “Characterization and 
Purification of Bioactive Small 
Molecules for Pesticidal Use”; 
and Anadia Rockey of Manitou 
Springs, Colo., and Shae McClana-

han of Presho (mentor: Dr. Alyssa Kiesow), 
“Phylogeny of Armadillo.”
Conducting such high-level research at the 
undergraduate level is a unique advan-
tage for Northern students, said Kiesow, 
undergraduate research coordinator. The 
decision was close, with a high voting par-
ticipation, and she said all of the students 
should be commended for their efforts.
“All five of the projects are great repre-
sentations of the undergraduate activities 
occurring at NSU,” Kiesow said.

CONWAY NAMED WINNER 
OF NSU UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH COMPETITION

Amanda Conway was the winner and Ruth Kinyanjui the runner-up of the 
Northern State University undergraduate research competition.

THE NSU PRODUCTION of 
“On the Verge” was honored with 
two Certificates of Merit for the 
outstanding scenic design (by 
Assistant Professor of Theater 
Joshua John Frachiseur) and the 
outstanding lighting design (by 
Technical Director Tina Hanagan) 
on the first night of the festival.
The following Monday began 
the Irene Ryan Scholarship 
Competition, with four NSU 
students entered: Haley Hubbard (scene 
partner Chase Roesch), Eli Corbett (scene 
partner Nate Wilson), Natalie Allcock 
(scene partner Jillian Jensen) and Kaitlin 
Buchholz (scene partner Seth Honerman). 
Of the total 314 students in the first round, 
two NSU students (Haley Hubbard of De 
Smet and Eli Corbett of Deadwood) were 
advanced to the second round of 64. 

On Tuesday, Seth Honerman’s (Sioux Falls) 
directing scene was also advanced to a 
second round.
While Wednesday’s second rounds did not 
see Northern’s three students advanced 
to the final round, there were still some 
surprises. After the final round of Irene 
Ryan competition on Friday, awards were 
handed out. Hubbard was awarded the 
best classical acting award for the semi-

final round (for her work in a 
scene from Goethe’s “Faust”), and 
Jillian Jensen of Lennox received 
an honorable mention for her 
excellent work as dramaturge for 
“On the Verge.”
NSU Director of Theater Daniel 
Yurgaitis said this is the only 
outside event and competition in 
the school year in which Northern 
students can compete. The region 
is comprised of universities and 

colleges from a six-state region, and NSU 
students competed with programs large 
and small.
“Their outstanding work truly represented 
the best work of students and faculty,” 
Yurgaitis said. “I would also like to thank 
the excellent coaching of Sara Pillatzki-
Warzeha, which brought out the best in 
our students.”
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NSU Theater students, faculty honored at regional festival
Northern State University Theater students and faculty received honors at the recent Kennedy Center American 

College Theater Festival Region 5 Festival in the Twin Cities. 

language. The Gilman Scholarship has 
lessened the financial burden of studying 
abroad, he said, and it might allow him to 
travel across more of the country.
He’s looking forward to seeing the coun-
try’s architecture and is most excited for 
the opportunity to visit an impressive 
scrolls library.
Lout encourages other students to talk 
to Hannum about studying abroad to see 
what destinations might interest them.
“You get to meet new people from all 
around the world,” he said.
Gaining marketable skills 
The experience can also help make stu-
dents more employable.
“Studying abroad, particularly to a non-
English speaking country, is not only fan-
tastically fun, but it will set you apart in 
any job interview,” Hannum said. “While 
other applicants talk about their class-
room experiences, you can talk about that 
time you had to negotiate with a shop-
keeper who didn’t speak English or when 
you took the wrong bus home and had to 
find your way back. The skills you don’t 
even realize you are learning abroad be-
cause you’re having fun are what employ-
ers are looking for in their future hires.”
Usitalo said that studying abroad allows 
students to experience life far more than 
in a traditional classroom setting.
“Studying abroad can be a transformative 
experience,” he said. 

continued from page 1

Eli Corbett Seth Honerman Haley Hubbard
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THE EXHIBIT focuses on the bitter 
controversy in the 1970s and early 1980s 
surrounding the effort to bring water 
from the Oahe reservoir near Pierre to 
northeast South Dakota for irrigation. The 
plan was ultimately withdrawn, and the 
process led to the creation of the WEB 
water system. The controversy has been 
called South Dakota’s first and most hotly 
debated environmental issue.
The exhibit, which can be viewed online, 
traces the history of the Oahe irrigation 
project along with the history of the 
Missouri River. A key aspect of the story 
is the growth of grassroots opposition to 
the irrigation project. The exhibit is set 
up chronologically, and users can follow a 
basic timeline of activities or select to read 
more, which will open links to additional 
images, text and background materials.
The exhibit contains images, newspaper 
articles, documents and oral history 

interviews with prominent figures in the 
Oahe irrigation project. Among those 
interviewed are former United States Sens. 
George McGovern, Tom Daschle and James 
Abourezk; former Gov. William Janklow; 
and John Sieh, Curt Hohn, Ken Holum and 
others directly involved in the dispute over 
the Oahe project.
The exhibit was created using items from 
the Harriet Montgomery Water Resources 
Collection, which is held at Beulah 
Williams Library. This collection contains 
an exhaustive look at the Oahe irrigation 
project, and also contains substantial 
material pertaining to water issues 
throughout South Dakota and the Great 
Plains. This collection is open and available 
to members of the public who might view 
the online exhibit and want additional 
information on these topics.
Author of the exhibit is Peter Carrels, an 
Aberdeen native who has been writing 

about environmental issues for 30 years. 
Carrels is also the author of “Uphill Against 
Water,” which tells the full story of the 
Oahe struggle, and was published in 
1999. Carrels works as communications 
coordinator and writer for the University 
of South Dakota, including the School of 
Health Sciences and School of Medicine.
“Our hope is that both the general public 
and our state’s teachers will find the 
exhibit of interest. It tells an important 
South Dakota story, and touches on the 
history and politics of the region, grass 
roots activism, agricultural issues, and 
environmental history,” said Robert 
Russell, director of NSU’s Beulah Williams 
Library.
The exhibit was partially funded through 
a generous grant from the South Dakota 
Humanities Council.
For more information, view the exhibit 
online or contact Russell at 605-626-7770.

NSU LIBRARY LAUNCHES ONLINE EXHIBIT 
ABOUT OAHE IRRIGATION PROJECT

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY’S BEULAH WILLIAMS LIBRARY HAS LAUNCHED AN ONLINE EXHIBIT 
ABOUT SOUTH DAKOTA’S OAHE IRRIGATION PROJECT.
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THE BOOK is for preachers, 
teachers, bankers, doctors, 
fundraisers, executives 
and administrators. It is 
for businesses, schools, 
communities and associations. 
It uses ideas and examples 
Holmquest has been working 
on in what she calls “the 
verbal-visual dimension.” 
“With pictures and speech, 
all kinds of audiences can 
understand your message: 
young students, non-traditional 
students, international students, student-
athletes and working adults,” said 
Holmquest, an associate professor in 
communication studies at Northern State 
University.
Holmquest has original ideas about how 
to speak with pictures. She believes that 

speaking, when done well, has 
its own rhythm that is very 
different from writing. The 
book includes ideas about how 
speaking is more than just 
reading in public what one has 
written in private.
Her goal is to transform how 
we speak in contemporary 
sermons, in messages at 
medical centers and in 
convention presentations. 
“It’s an honor for a publishing 

house to say that your ideas are worthy to 
reach the public; I feel so thankful,” said 
Holmquest. “And this will make it easier to 
get a second book published.” 
Holmquest has taught at NSU since 
summer 2002. Her Ph.D. is from the 
University of Iowa; her B.F.A. from Drake 
University.

HOVIND ran to a 15th-place finish on  
Dec. 6, at the NCAA Division II 
Championships hosted by Bellarmine 
University. 
Hovind finished in a time of 21:38.4 in the 
6K race. She pushed it into high gear the 
last half of the race, as she was sitting in 
30th at the halfway mark. 
Hovind joins Marlene Calmus and Lisa 
Voegeli as NSU’s only women’s cross 
country All-Americans. The sophomore’s 
fantastic season comes to an end with an 
NSIC Championship, a third-place finish at 
the NCAA Central Regional and a runner-
up finish at the Roy Griak Invite to go 
along with her All-American status. 

Hovind finishes 
15th at NCAA 
Championships, 
earns All-American
On a sloppy, muddy course in 
Louisville, Ky., Northern State 
University’s Sasha Hovind became 
the Wolves’ first cross country All-
American since 1986.

NSU’s Holmquest publishes book 
focusing on ‘verbal-visual dimension’

 
Anne Holmquest’s book, “Visual Talk: How to Speak Anywhere with 

Graphics and Rhythm,” will be published by Kendall-Hunt, a publisher of 
communication titles since 1940. 
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On Jan. 22, the Northern State University 
Department of Fine Arts and the Aberdeen 
Community Concert Association presented the 
45th annual South Dakota Jazz Festival concert. 
Featured guest artist was legendary Cuban-
born jazz pianist Nachito Herrera.

Northern State University’s Dominant 7 
performed during Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s 
inaugural events on Jan. 10 in Pierre.

NELSON, an 
Aberdeen native 
and Northern 
alum, began in the 
new position on 
Oct. 20.
Nelson earned 
her B.A. in 
sociology/human 
services from 
NSU in 2005. She 
earned her M.S. in 

organization management/human services 
from Chadron State College in Nebraska in 
2013. Prior to joining NSU, she worked in 
the health care field doing social work and 
counseling, acquisitions and contracting, 
and retail management in Aberdeen.
The position is the last of six academic 
advisor positions to be hired using funds 
from a $1.9 million U.S. Department of 
Education grant. The grant is also being 
used to overhaul Northern’s academic 

advising system to make it more proactive, 
with the goal of increasing retention and 
graduation rates.
Nelson said as an American Indian 
academic advisor, she engages in a 
student-centered approach toward 
developing relationships among students, 
faculty and other college professionals.
“It is critical to help students recognize 
the importance of interactions between 
themselves and the entire campus,” Nelson 
said. “I help students develop personalized 
academic success plans, which encourages 
decision-making that support their goals, 
abilities and aspirations.”
Nelson assists students with evaluation 
and progress toward personal, educational 
and career goals and provides information 
about resources, policies, procedures 
and requirements geared toward their 
specified program.
“This style of advising is more holistic 

in nature and takes into account the 
whole person and their own life stage 
of development, one that continuously 
changes as they move forward through 
their educational journey up to 
graduation,” she said.
Nelson said when she thinks about what is 
truly important for all students’ collegiate 
success, it is persistence.
“In my new role at NSU, I would like to 
help increase American Indian persistence, 
while enhancing a united and strong 
cultural community on campus, one that 
positively contributes to the personal 
growth, retention and graduation of the 
students,” she said.
She hopes to help contribute to the 
development of an American Indian 
program. This program, through 
collaboration with others, would celebrate 
cultural diversity and enhance student 
academic achievements, persistence and 
success at NSU.

NSU hires American Indian academic advisor
Lara Nelson has joined Northern State University as an academic advisor for American Indian students.

NSU’s Wold earns first place at speech 
and debate tournament 

Students, teachers rev up for NEA’s Read 
Across America Day 

NSU groups sending message of support 
to American Horse School 

NSU music professor creates, sponsors 
event at International Trumpet Conference 

 NSU Speech and Debate Team members 
place at recent tournament 

AUCS to present ‘Shakespeare at the 
Symphony’ Feb. 28 

Student to Student: Black Student Union 
Has Passionate Presidents 

Northern Professors Participate in Heart 
to Heart Exhibit 

Cast set for April 26 AUCS ‘Disney in 
Concert’ 

Volunteer judges needed for speech and 
debate tournament at NSU 

World-famous woodwind quintet to 
perform in Aberdeen Feb. 11 

NSU Symphonic Band to present home 
concert 

Tickets on sale for ACT and NSU’s 
production of ‘Working’ 

Mathey, Betting to hold senior recital at 
NSU 

Northern Bound Day is Jan. 30 at NSU 

 

Visiting artist to deliver lecture, hold 
reception Friday at NSU 

 Brink, Weseloh recital set for Jan. 25 

Northern State University releases fall 
2014 dean’s list 

 NSU faculty members complete 
Instructional Skills Workshop 

Conrad, Rausch to have senior recital Jan. 
18 

Online undergraduate research 
competition to start at NSU 

NSU art professor’s article explores 
intersection of aesthetics, ethics 

NSU international student donates food 
to charity 

NSU art professor publishes scholarly 
article 

NSU winter commencement set for Dec. 
13 

 NSU, other public universities create new 
principal preparation degree 

New admissions representative joins NSU 

 TUBACHRISTMAS celebrates its 29th year 
in Aberdeen 

NSU music department to present annual 
Holiday Extravaganza concert, featuring 
Handel’s ‘Messiah’ 

NSU/Community Concert Band, 
ensembles to host open house 
performance
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Prior to the evening banquet, several 
faculty scholars delivered Sewrey lectures 
to raise awareness and show scholarship 
in research, creative and fine arts, teaching 
and learning, and service.

Ann Wilson delivered the David Fee 
Memorial Lecture, “On Early Human 
Relationships: From Parenting to Public 
Policy.” Wilson is a professor emerita of 
teaching, learning and leadership. Fee 
taught philosophy and religion at SDSU 
for more than 20 years. 

Annual presenters of the named 
lecture are selected based on their topics 
and contributions to Fee’s example of 
cross-disciplinary learning, inquiry and 
collegiality.

Excellence in Teaching and Research
• Eric Nelson, assistant department 

head/professor of veterinary and 

biomedical sciences, received the Pat 
and Jo Cannon Intellectual Property 
Commercialization Award.

• Hasmukh Patel, assistant professor 
of dairy science, received the Dr. 
Sherwood and Elizabeth Berg Young 
Faculty Award.

• Jenn Anderson, assistant professor of 
communication studies and theatre, 
received the Dr. Sherwood and 
Elizabeth Berg Young Faculty Award.

• Laurie Haleta, department head/
professor of communication studies and 
theatre, received the Dr. Harold and 
Barbara Bailey Award for Excellence in 
Academic Department Leadership.

• Kendra Kattelmann, professor of 
health and nutritional sciences and 
director of didactic program in 
dietetics, received the F.O. Butler Award 
for Excellence in Research.

• Mary Bowne, associate professor of 
teaching, learning and leadership, 
received the F.O. Butler Award for 
Excellence in Teaching.

• Molly Enz, associate professor of 
modern languages and global studies, 
received the Edward Patrick Hogan 
Award for Teaching Excellence.

• Cody Wright, professor of animal 
science, received the Edward Patrick 
Hogan Award for Teaching Excellence.

• Michael Keller, professor of English, 
received the Excellence in Graduate 
Student Mentoring Award. 

• Rebecca Bott, assistant professor 
of animal science/SDSU Extension 
specialist, received the Timothy J. 
Nichols Award for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Student Advising.

South Dakota State University recognized 19 faculty members, researchers and scientists at its 
annual Celebration of Faculty Excellence banquet Feb. 17 in the University Student Union. The 
event honors faculty members in each of the university’s colleges for outstanding research, 
teaching and service.

Continued on page 2

Celebration of Faculty Excellence recognizes 
Research, Teaching, Service

John Walker, left, and John Brawand 
provided the featured faculty performance at 
the 2015 Celebration of Faculty Excellence.
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Celebration of Faculty Excellence

• Larry Browning, professor of physics, 
received the Excellence in Outreach and 
Engagement Award.

• Mark Cochrane, professor of natural 
resource management, received the 
Faculty Award for Global Engagement.

• Eckhard Rölz, professor of modern 
languages and global studies, received 
the Faculty Award for Global 
Engagement. 

Distinguished Researchers and Scholars
• Heike Bücking, associate professor of 

biology and microbiology, received the 
College of Agriculture and Biological 
Sciences Outstanding Researcher 
Award.

• Bruce Brandt, professor of English, 
received the College of Arts and 
Sciences Outstanding Scholar Award. 

• Christine Nganga, assistant professor 
of teaching, learning and leadership, 
received the College of Education and 
Human Sciences Outstanding Scholar 
Award.

• Christopher Schmit, professor of civil 
and environmental engineering and 
director of the water and environmental 
engineering research center, received 
the Jerome J. Lohr College of 
Engineering Outstanding Researcher 
Award.

• Mary Isaacson, assistant professor 
of nursing, received the College of 
Nursing Outstanding Researcher 
Award.

• Tadd Hellwig, associate professor of 

pharmacy practice, received the College 
of Pharmacy Outstanding Scholar 
Award. 

Sewrey Colloquium Lectures
• Scott Wallace, creative and fine arts, 

“Oasis: SDSU’s new premier public 
sculpture;”

• Andrea Bjornestad, research/
scholarship, “Measuring secondary 

traumatic stress symptoms in military 
spouses with the posttraumatic stress 
disorder checklist military version;”

• Melissa Wuellner, teaching/learning, 
“Student learning and instructor 
investment in online and face-to-face 
natural resources courses;” and

• Robert Thaler, service, “Reaching out 
to producers in China and Southeast 
Asia.”

Celebration of Faculty Excellence recognizes 
Research, Teaching, Service
Continued from page 1

Caleb Finck, president of the SDSU Students’ Association, 
delivered a greeting at the Celebration of Faculty Excellence. 
Looking on are masters of ceremonies Dr. Larry Holler, 
faculty senate president, and Laurie Nichols, provost and 
vice president for academic affairs.
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Celebration of Faculty Excellence

Cody Wright received the 
Edward Patrick Hogan 
Award for Teaching 
Excellence.

Bruce Brandt received 
the College of Arts and 
Sciences Outstanding 
Scholar Award.

Christine Nganga received 
the College of Education 
and Human Sciences 
Outstanding Scholar Award.

Laurie Haleta received the 
Dr. Harold and Barbara 
Bailey Award for Excellence 
in Academic Department 
Leadership.

Heike Bücking received 
the College of Agriculture 
and Biological Sciences 
Outstanding Researcher 
Award.

Rebecca Bott received 
the Timothy J. Nichols 
Award for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Student 
Advising.

Mary Bowne received 
the F.O. Butler Award for 
Excellence in Teaching.

Michael Keller received 
the Excellence in Graduate 
Student Mentoring Award. 

Eckhard Rölz received the 
Faculty Award for Global 
Engagement.

Once a year the faculty of SDSU 
come together to celebrate and recognize 
successes.

The day consists of faculty 
presentations and discussions at the 
Sewrey Colloquium; a faculty showcase; 
the David Fee Lecture, which offers the 
opportunity for an esteemed colleague 
to share scholarly expertise; and an 
afternoon reception, which provides 
social time to deepen professional 
friendships. 

A highlight of the day is the evening 
banquet and awards program where 
faculty are recognized for outstanding 
performance.

This issue of Impact State features 
recent works by several faculty award 
recipients recognized at the 2015 
Celebration of Faculty Excellence. Award 
winners who are not featured in stories 
within this newsletter are pictured here.
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• Celebration of Faculty Excellence honorees

Eric Nelson ................................................4
• Tests key to help swine producers fight virus

Molly Enz ..................................................5
• Study abroad immerses students in culture
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Chris Schmit ...........................................12
• Filtering wastewater more efficiently

Mary Isaacson ........................................13
• Strengthening families to improve child health

Mark Cochrane........................................14
• Scientist tracks Indonesian carbon emissions
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Eric Nelson

Bright green fluorescence shows the porcine epidemic diarrhea virus is replicating within African 
green monkey cells grown in a culture. Developed at the Animal Disease Research and Diagnostic 
Laboratory at South Dakota State University, PEDv monoclonal antibodies used to detect the virus 
have been commercially available since spring 2014. 

Diagnostic tests key to helping swine producers fight virus

Pat and Jo Cannon Intellectual Property Commercialization Award

An emerging virus demands quick action.
One week after the diagnostic lab at Iowa State confirmed 

that porcine epidemic diarrhea virus had spread to the United 
States, Animal Disease Research and Diagnostic Lab researchers 
at SDSU released a diagnostic test to differentiate 
PEDv genetic material from that of other viruses, 
according to Jane Christopher-Hennings, ADRDL 
director and head of the SDSU Veterinary and 
Biomedical Sciences Department. 

With the first-generation, gel-based 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test online, 
the lab’s molecular diagnostics group improved 
the test’s sensitivity and cut the testing time in 
half, making it possible to get same-day results, 
explained ADRDL researcher Eric Nelson, a 
veterinary and biomedical sciences professor. 
The second-generation test was commercially 
available within a few months. 

Diagnosing outbreaks quickly
ADRDL’s quick turnaround time for diagnostic testing 

provides a real value to producers in South Dakota and the 
region, explained Glenn Muller, executive director of the South 
Dakota Pork Producers. “The diagnostic lab is the primary 
source of determining a true, confirmed case of PEDv.” 

The PCR-based test can also be used on environmental 
samples to detect whether items brought onto the farm are 
contaminated, Hennings explained. 

In addition, the test results fulfill 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
reporting mandate, which also requires 
producers whose herds test positive 
to review their biosecurity measures 
with their veterinarians to pinpoint any 
changes that may be necessary. 

Detecting antibodies
Once an animal is exposed to 

the virus, it develops antibodies, 
Nelson explained. ADRDL scientists 
produced several tests to detect the 
animal’s immune response to PEDv. 
These tests are important, not only to 
identify animals previously exposed 
to PEDv but also to evaluate an 
animal’s antibody response to vaccines, 
according to research associate Travis 
Clement.

Neutralizing antibodies, in 
particular, are important indicators 
of protective immunity to the 
virus, Clement explained. If pigs with 
these antibodies have negative PCR 

results, meaning they have stopped shedding the virus, they 
might be safely integrated into the operation.

Within four to six months, ADRDL had developed 
monoclonal antibody reagents used to detect PEDv in tissues 

from infected animals and to detect viable virus in 
cell cultures. Though ADRDL does vaccine research, 
Nelson said, “We’ve had our hands full on the 
diagnostic side.”

ADRDL does antibody testing on candidate 
vaccines to determine whether the antibody levels 
measured are high enough to provide clinical 
protection against the virus and therefore predict 
their effectiveness, according to Hennings. ADRDL 
monoclonal antibodies became commercially 
available spring 2014 and are used in multiple 
research laboratories developing vaccines. 

 “With an emerging disease, research, 
diagnostics and control measures are critical in 
limiting the damage and extent of the disease,” added 

Hennings. Networking among diagnostic labs, especially in the 
Midwest with regard to swine diseases, helps researchers quickly 
identify new diseases and develop diagnostic tools.

The Pat and Jo Cannon Intellectual Property Commercialization Award 
is presented to faculty members whose inventions have potential for regional 
economic development and successful commercialization through a technology 
transfer profess with industry partners.
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Edward Patrick Hogan Award for Teaching Excellence

Toubab Dialaw, a fishing village along the Atlantic Ocean located 90 
minutes from Dakar, was the group’s final destination.

Eleven students in search of a rich, cultural experience 
found that in Senegal, where they explored a diverse society 
while studying abroad. The summer 2014 program, led by 
associate professor of French Molly Enz and assistant professor 

of geography Hilary Hungerford took 
place from May 11 through June 3. 

“Senegal is one of West Africa’s 
most popular destinations due to 
its beauty, stable government and 
welcoming people,” said Enz. “It is 
called ‘the country of hospitality’ 
for good reason. The capital city of 
Dakar is a modern, vibrant city with 
an abundance of commerce and 
much to see and do. It’s also a livable 
and safe city situated along the 
beautiful Atlantic coast. All of these 
characteristics made Senegal an ideal 
location for a study-abroad program.

“The media in our country often reinforces the negative 
stereotype that Africa is a continent where famine and violence 
run rampant. When students saw the beautiful geography of 
Senegal, learned about its fascinating history, and experienced 
its rich culture firsthand, these stereotypes were broken, their 
worldviews were broadened, and hopefully their lives were 
transformed.”

Students attended lectures at the West African Research 
Center and explored the history, geography, religion, 
environment, literature, arts and culture of Senegal, with a 
particular focus on how the country has developed since its 
independence. In addition to their class, students completed 
three hours of service learning per week at local organizations in 
Dakar and lived with Senegalese families. Weekends were filled 
with excursions to rural villages, art festivals and historical sites.

The group explored Toubacouta, a village located four hours 
south of Dakar. There, they had the opportunity to enjoy the 
mangrove and experience the local mix of cultures. They also 
visited the ecological village of Sippo Island, spoke with villagers, 
observed local women preparing food and attended a dance 
performance and traditional wrestling match. 

Toubab Dialaw, a fishing village along the Atlantic Ocean 

located 90 minutes from Dakar, was the group’s final destination. 
At Toubab Dialaw, students enjoyed the beach and took lessons 
in African dance, drumming and batik—a tie-dying technique 
popular in West Africa. “Study-abroad opportunities in 
developing countries provide our students with a unique glimpse 
into what life is like for much of the world’s population,” said 
Enz. “Students return home as more engaged, global citizens 
who are open to new ideas and perspectives.”

Study abroad immerses students in history, culture

Traditional baskets hand-woven 
by the local Senegalese women

Molly Enz

Hogan served many different roles during his 36-year career at SDSU 
including professor and head of  the department of  geography, associate dean 
of  the College of  Arts and Sciences, assistant vice president for Academic 
Affairs and chief  information technology officer.
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Celebration of Faculty Excellence

Faculty honored at the 2015 Celebration of Faculty Excellence, from left, clockwise: 
1. Dean Kinchel Doerner, left, presented Michael Keller the Excellence in Graduate 

Student Mentoring Award.
2. Christine Nganga, left, received the College of Education and Human Sciences 

Outstanding Scholar Award, presented by Dean Jill Thorngren.
3. A table setting at the event.
4. Laurie Nichols, left, presented Eckhard Rölz the Faculty Award for Global 

Engagement.
5. Edward Hogan, left, presented Cody Wright with the Edward Patrick Hogan Award for 

Teaching Excellence.
6. Laurie Nichols, left, presented Rebecca Bott with the Timothy J. Nichols Award for 

Excellence in Undergraduate Student Advising.
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Celebration of Faculty Excellence

Faculty honored at the 2015 Celebration of Faculty Excellence, from left, clockwise: 
7. Dean Dennis Papini, left, presented Bruce Brandt the College of Arts and Sciences 

Outstanding Scholar Award.
8. John Brawand, along with John Walker on piano, played Romantic pieces during 

the event.
9. A sample of the awards.
10. Heike Bücking, left, received the College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences 

Outstanding Researcher Award, presented by Dean Barry Dunn.
11. Mary Bowne, left, received the F.O. Butler Award for Excellence in Teaching, 

presented by president David Chicoine.
12. Harold Bailey, left, presented Laurie Haleta the Dr. Harold and Barbara Bailey 

Award for Excellence in Academic Department Leadership.

7
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F.O. Butler Award for Excellence in Research

Smartphones and social media may help college-age adults 
make healthier choices when it comes to food and physical 
activity, according to Kendra Kattelmann, professor of health 
sciences and nutrition and director of the dietetics program.

Kattelmann was the lead researcher for Young Adults Eating 
and Active for Health (YEAH) project, a 15-month study funded 
through a $1.5 million Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture that involved 
researchers from 13 other universities.

She is also the state lead on a five-year, $4.9 million USDA 
grant called “Get Fruved” that uses social media to encourage 
consumption of fruits and vegetables. The project is an 
outgrowth of the work done with YEAH. 
 
Web for lessons, encouragement

First, Kattelmann and her colleagues identified key 
challenges that face 18- to 24-year-olds who are transitioning 
from living at home to the residence halls or off-campus 
housing and establishing their independence—managing time 
and dealing with stress from classes, relationships and living 
circumstances. The researchers then developed a theory-based, 
Web-delivered program to promote healthy behaviors.

Though the researchers recorded the weight and body 
mass index, or BMI, of the 1,639 
second-semester college freshmen, 
Kattelmann said the emphasis was 
on health promotion, rather than 
weight loss. 

Two-thirds of the participants 
were within normal BMI ranges, 
which mirrors the national college-
age population.

Based on the participants’ 
responses, 80 percent met the 
goal of 150 minutes of moderate 
physical activity per week before 
the study began.

In addition, they were 
encouraged to consume five cups of fruits and vegetables per day 
and manage stress on most days.

Participants on each campus were divided into intervention 
and control groups. The intervention groups received lessons 
on eating, exercise and stress management via the Internet 
over a 10-week period, according to Kattelmann. In that time 

frame, email “nudges” along with a short video delivered four 
times a week reminded the students about their targeted goals 
and behaviors. These decreased to one per week for the next 10 
months after the lessons ended.

Making mindful choices
Results showed that the students had no significant changes 

in weight, Kattelmann reported, noting the goal was not to 
lose weight, but to improve eating and exercise habits. The 
participants “increased their intention to consume healthy foods 
at mealtimes and for snacks.”

Those who received the targeted messages ate 0.2 cups 
more fruits and vegetables daily. The females in the intervention 
groups also engaged in slightly more rigorous physical activity 
than those in the control group.

Preparing healthy meals and staying physically active takes 
time and does not create economic wealth, but long term may 
save money in health-care costs, she pointed out.

“Developing behaviors for meal preparation, snack 
preparation and food choices does not come easy unless it’s a 
habit,” Kattelmann said.

“In a world where we have decreased activity levels due to 
technology plus easy access to preprepared food, young people 
will have to make mindful choices to prevent obesity-related 
illnesses.”

Dietitian seeks to reduce obesity among college-age adults

Kendra Kattelmann

Annie McCann prepares a dish loaded with vegetables.

F.O. Butler awards are presented to faculty who achieve the highest levels 
of  excellence in their respective roles that lead to lasting contributions to the 
well-being of  the people of  South Dakota. These awards are named for 
Chicago industrialist, F.O. Butler.
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College of Pharmacy Outstanding Scholar

Each year, the South Dakota Society of Health-
System Pharmacists honors a member of the 
organization with the Health-System Pharmacist 
of the Year award. The 2014 recipient is SDSU 
associate professor and Sanford Health employee 
Tadd Hellwig. 

Hellwig graduated from the Texas Tech 
University College of Pharmacy in 2006. He went 
on to a pharmacy practice residency in Delaware 
and spent a year at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, before coming to South Dakota to 
pursue teaching and health system pharmacy with 
SDSU and Sanford Health. 

“I really enjoy the systems component. I’m able 
to work with physicians in a one-on-one basis and 
see patients in an internal medicine setting,” said Hellwig. “It’s 
rewarding to work as colleagues and learn from one another. I 
continue my education every day.”

As an associate professor, Hellwig provides didactic teaching 
for second- and third-year pharmacy students both on campus 
and at University Center in Sioux Falls. Through his work 
with Sanford, Hellwig also serves as a preceptor for fourth-
year student internal medicine rotations where these fledgling 
pharmacists learn how to interact with physicians and make 
medication recommendations in a health-system setting.

The qualifications for the SDSHP Health-System Pharmacist 
of the Year include service to 
the profession of pharmacy, 
specifically institutional 
pharmacy, as well as 
contributions to pharmacy 
programs, cooperation with the 
health-care team and service to 
the community. 

“This is a great award 
because it comes from 
colleagues. I’m lucky enough 
to have the opportunity to 
work with many different 
pharmacists, not only at 
Sanford, but all through the 
area’s health systems,” Hellwig 
said. 

Hellwig likes having the 
dual role. “There are many 
rewarding aspects of my career. 
I’m fortunate within my job 
to get to work with students, 
Sanford personnel, physicians, 
and also with pharmacy 
residents and pharmacists 
throughout the state,” he said.

“Tadd is an essential part of the Sanford 
pharmacy team,” said Sanford Health’s Beth 
Loecker. “He is always willing to help solve patient 
issues. Whether he has the time or answer, he 
will help resolve the issue with the best solution 
possible. He always has a great attitude, making 
everyone feel confident in asking for his assistance. 
Not only does he provide our staff an excellent 
resource, but he also never ‘gives away’ the answer. 
While challenging you to help solve the problem, 
he increases our confidence without making us feel 
incompetent.” 

One of these individuals, Rhonda 
Hammerquist, shared some of her experience with 
Hellwig.

“During my residency, Tadd included me on a case report 
involving gabapentin withdrawal—a paper that likely would 
have been easier for him to just complete himself—he gave me 
the opportunity to be involved in the publication process. He 
has done the same for other pharmacists within Sanford and the 
College of Pharmacy, as well as residents, interns and students,” 
Hammerquist said. “Tadd challenges and motivates staff to 
become involved with projects and articles that they likely would 
not do without his support. This attitude has really changed 
the culture of our department and has increased the level of 
involvement of students, interns and pharmacists.”

Hellwig named SDSHP Pharmacist of the Year

Tadd Hellwig

The South Dakota Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists honored Tadd Hellwig as 2014 Health-
System Pharmacist of the Year.
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Dr. Sherwood and Elizabeth Berg Young Faculty Award

Through the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI), dairy 
science assistant professor Hasmukh Patel visited parts of east 
Africa, including Kenya and Uganda. While there, he consulted 
on the current quality of dairy products in relation to CHAI’s 
work to improve the nutrition of food for young children and 
their mothers.

CHAI is a nonprofit organization founded by President Bill 
Clinton in 2002 to bring care and treatment to people infected 
with AIDS and strengthen health-care systems in resource-
poor countries. Today, there are many programs working in 
partnership with local governments on a wide range of health-
care issues.

Patel worked to address chronic malnutrition or stunting 
in children that occurs as a result of 
inadequate nutrition. Estimates show 
that 40 to 45 percent of children 
experience growth and development 
problems as a result of stunting. To 
address this issue, CHAI is working 
to formulate a drink that uses skim 
milk powder to provide a nutrient-
dense resource for those in need of 
more sufficient nutrition.

The trip’s goal was to evaluate 
whether the locally produced skim 
milk powder could produce a high-
quality product. As a result, Patel 
traveled with another consultant to 

evaluate the current conditions of the dairy industry. Patel visited 
various farms and dairy plants to assess the dairy products. 
CHAI’s hopes to locally source the skim milk powder component 

were not met, as the milk products were not sufficient and could 
potentially adversely affect the end product.

Patel said the region’s skim milk powder quality is not 
adequate to provide the nutrient level necessary for the fortified, 
blended food product. However, his suggestions will help the 
farmers learn how to produce higher quality milk to potentially 
meet the factory’s needs in the next year or two.

This fortified, blended food product will be produced in 
three factories in Rwanda and Ethiopia this year. These factories 
will provide jobs in addition to the efforts to procure ingredients 
from the surrounding region and provide adequate nutrition 
sources.

A majority of Patel’s time was spent on farms and in 
plants assessing quality. He also met with 
government officials to provide guidance 
for long-term improvement. Patel provided 
recommendations for potential quality-
assurance programs and ways to further 
develop their systems and policies.

In the future, Patel might visit the 
locations to re-evaluate improvements that 
may lead to the use of local products. He will 
also provide expertise when the construction 
of production factories begins. Plans to 
expand this project to other countries are 
underway.

“I am fortunate and proud to be 
associated with CHAI in this important 
initiative, which has long-term impact on 
the health of the people and the society. I am 
passionate about this project. This is the best 
use of my knowledge, as there is nothing like 
helping people and building better society for 
the future,” Patel said.

Dairy science professor visits east-African dairies

Hasmukh Patel

From left, Shivshankar Verma, assistant professor Hasmukh Patel, Meredith Bates, an 
unidentified individual and Allen Sayler are pictured while participating in the Clinton Health 
Access Initiative in the Mbarara District, Uganda.

The goal of assistant professor Hasmukh Patel’s trip to east Africa 
was to evaluate whether the locally produced skim milk powder could 
produce a high-quality product.
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Dr. Sherwood and Elizabeth Berg Young Faculty Award

Nationwide, 77 percent of new moms breast-
feed their infants when they leave the hospital. 
In South Dakota, by the time babies are three 
months old, those numbers have fallen to nearly 
52 percent and by six months of age, to 26 percent, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

SDSU researchers want to figure out why this 
happens and what the Brookings community can 
do to encourage these moms to continue breast-
feeding their babies for at least six months. 

Through a $73,721 community innovation 
grant from the Bush Foundation, assistant 
professors Jenn Anderson and Rebecca Kuehl of 
the communication studies and theatre department, along 
with nursing professor Lois Tschetter, will work with Heidi 
Gullickson of the Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce 
and director of obstetrics Mary Schwaegerl and director of 
marketing and public relations Julia Yoder at Brookings Health 
System to promote public discussion about supporting breast-
feeding in Brookings businesses.

Breast-feeding advocates Marilyn Hildreth and Charlotte 
Bachman are also involved in the Brookings Supports Breast-
feeding project. Brookings moms who are breast-feeding or 
have breast-fed their babies in the last five years were asked 
to participate in a 90-minute focus group to share their 
experiences. The research group also brought together all the 

stakeholders—moms and business leaders—for 
a community-wide conversation.

“We want people to share their experiences, 
to have a voice,” Kuehl said, on a topic that 
involves both the family and the workplace. The 
researchers hope to identify the challenges, the 
assets and possible solutions related to breast-
feeding in Brookings.

“If we could live the dream, what things 
could we do?” Kuehl added, to encourage 
women to continue breast-feeding their babies, 
even after many have returned to work.

Breast-fed babies have a lower incidence 
of stomach viruses, respiratory illnesses, ear 

infections and meningitis, according to babycenter.com.  Local 
lactation expert Hildreth added that these babies are also less 
likely to develop allergies. 

“Moms who are supported by their workplace to continue 
to breast-feed their babies have fewer absences, making them 
more reliable employees,” Schaegerl said. 

“Part of what we can do to help sustain breast-feeding is 
to encourage communitywide involvement,” Anderson said.

Researchers study community support for breast-feeding moms

Berg was president of  SDSU from 1975-1984 and was the first SDSU 
president graduate to serve this role. He served in World War II and was an 
U.S. Agricultural Attache. Mrs. Berg, First Lady Emerita, was awarded 
the Honorary Doctorate of  Public Service for her volunteer leadership.

Jenn Anderson

Jenn Anderson’s TEDxBrookings presentation 
focused on creating breastfeeding-friendly cities in 
the U.S. She breastfed her son, Winter, during the 
presentation.
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Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering Outstanding Researcher

Christopher Schmit

Filtration system saves water, money for Sioux Falls
The largest city in the Dakotas now saves an 

estimated 1 million gallons of water a day, thanks to 
a wastewater filtration project done in collaboration 
with the SDSU Water and Environmental 
Engineering Research Center, the City of Sioux 
Falls and the city’s consulting firm, H.R. Green 
Engineering of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

For more than a decade, the City of Sioux 
Falls set aside $20,000 each year from its capital 
improvement program to fund graduate research 
that will increase the efficiency of its wastewater 
treatment plant. The City of Sioux Falls and its 
taxpayers have reaped the rewards of investing in 
research and serve as an example for what other 
communities might be able to accomplish through 
a partnership with SDSU.

Selecting a new filtration system
In 2010, the Sioux Falls Water Reclamation 

Plant set out to replace the filters that trap the 
remaining solids just before wastewater is released 
into the Big Sioux River. 

The goal was to increase the flow rate 
through the filters and automate the backwash 
system, according to Mark Perry, wastewater 
superintendent for the City of Sioux Falls. The price 
tag for replacing the filters was $3 million. 

The plant’s dual-media filters, which use 
a combination of anthracite and sand to filter water, were 
operating well beyond their design life, explained Chris Schmit, 
director of SDSU’s center. The filters would clog and then have to 
be backwashed every 24 hours.

Finding a simple, efficient solution
With guidance from Schmit, graduate student 

Sean Sieler worked with H.R. Green Engineering 
and the City of Sioux Falls to come up with a 
filtration system that would meet the city’s needs.

“We used an old technology called a 
monomedia, unstratified deep bed filter, which 
utilizes only coal and a deep bed,” Schmit 
explained. The media, which is much larger than 
conventional filter media, lets more water through, 
holds more solids and doesn’t clog as quickly. 

The filter only needs to be backwashed 
once every three days to remove deposits and 

the process uses half as much water as the previous backwash 
method, Schmit noted. The plant was able to maximize its 
hydraulic capacity because the monomedia filters could handle 
twice the amount of water as the old dual-media filters, Perry 
explained. By doubling its capacity, the plant was able to meet 
the city’s needs without having to build a second filtration 
building that would have cost about $10 million. 

The filters have to be backwashed less often and the 
backwashing only takes 15 minutes, resulting in more than a 50 
percent savings in time alone, Perry said. Backwash water has to 
be reprocessed, so any water savings essentially doubles, Perry 
said. The plant also gained 800,000 to 900,000 gallons a day in 
capacity, “because we don’t have to send that water to the head 
of the plant again.” Changes in the filtration system have also 
improved the quality of the water being released into the Big 
Sioux River, Perry explained. Essentially, the water that the plant 
releases is “cleaner than what’s normally in the river.”

Gaining recognition for innovation  
The water filtration project has proven the value of investing 

in research for the City of Sioux Falls, one that has been 
recognized by engineers nationwide. Two papers were published 
in the Water Environment Federal magazine and presentations 
given at national Water Environment Federation Conferences in 
2012 and 2013. 

Chris Schmit, director of SDSU’s water 
research center

Backwashing the monomedia filters takes only 10 minutes and 
saves the city an average of 1 million gallons of water per day.
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College of Nursing Outstanding Researcher

Strengthening Native American families will 
help improve their children’s health—that’s the 
premise behind a research study targeting 3-, 4- 
and 5-year-olds and their caregivers on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation. 

The one-year pilot study will determine 
whether an evidence-based Strengthening 
Families Program for preschoolers can improve 
the children’s social, emotional and nutritional 
health. 

Assistant nursing professor Mary Isaacson, 
who specializes in Native American health care, 
and professor Marylou Mylant of the SDSU 
College of Nursing are in charge of the project. 

Mylant’s research focuses on the mental health of 
children, adolescents and young families and attachment. 

While doing health assessments in 2010 at the Red Shirt 
School near Hermosa, Isaacson identified a dramatic increase 
in the number of children who were overweight or obese. “We 
are trying to lift up the parents in their roles as caregivers and 
teach the children how to best respect that,” said Mylant. 

The research is made possible through a nearly $100,000 
grant from the National Institute on Minority Health and 
Health Disparities of the National Institutes of Health through 
the Collaborative Research Center for American Indian 
Health.

Adapting to community
Mylant and Isaacson worked 

with Red Shirt School personnel 
and community leaders to adapt 
the Strengthening Families 
Program to their specific needs 
while incorporating the Lakota 
culture.

“They [school staff] go above 
and beyond what happens in other 
places, which is a real gift,” Mylant 
said. When the head start program 
was discontinued, Red Shirt School 
added a preschool curriculum. 

“The school is a protective 
factor for these children and 
families,” Mylant added. 
Approximately 80 students in 
preschool through eighth grade 
attend the rural reservation school.

“The community has to own it 
and decide what will work best for 
them,” Isaacson said.

Beginning in October, the first 

intervention group—10 3- and 4-year-olds and 
their caregivers—started meeting each Friday 
afternoon. A second group began the 14-week 
program in February. 

Caregivers and children come together for a 
meal, receive separate instruction and come back 
together for a combined activity. For instance, 
parents look at positive ways of helping their 
family be happier by learning to get along better, 
including how to talk about and understand each 
other’s feelings, Mylant explained.

Children might then talk about foods that 
they like and don’t like and how they react 
when their caregivers serve these foods. Mylant 

encourages them to be open to new foods.
When the caregivers and children come together for a 

joint activity after the meal, a puppet show might demonstrate 
how to promote and reward positive behaviors.

Children learn lessons about “doing nice things, saying 
nice things for what you like and ignoring what you don’t like,” 
Mylant said. That applies to both foods and relationships.

In a lesson emphasizing fruit and vegetable consumption, 
Red Shirt Village elders teach the children and caregivers 
Lakota words, such as green for lettuce or blue for blueberries. 

A Lakota blessing is also provided by the elders before 
each meal and after the family session or close of the weekly 
group. If this intervention proves successful, the program can 
then be used in other Lakota reservation schools. 

Mary Isaacson

Strengthening families to improve children’s health

A one-year pilot study will determine 
whether an evidence-based program 
for preschoolers can improve the 
children’s overall health.
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Award for Faculty Engagement in International Research

An ill-fated plan to convert nearly 2.5 million 
acres of Kalimantan peat swamp forest into rice 
paddies has contributed to Indonesia becoming 
the third-largest emitter of carbon, according to 
SDSU professor Mark Cochrane, a senior scientist 
at the Geospatial Sciences Center for Excellence. 

Through a three-year, $2.2 million grant 
from NASA, Cochrane is using satellite imaging, 
field studies and modeling to help the Indonesian 
Forest Research and Development Agency 
assess the progress being made to reduce these 
emissions. 

He collaborates with carbon emissions 
expert Robert Yokelson, a chemistry professor 
from the University of Montana and professor Bambang Hero 
Saharjo, a forensic fire expert at Bogor Agricultural University 
in Indonesia. An international program called Reduced 
Emission through Deforestation and Degradation, or REDD, 
offers monetary rewards to countries that reduce their carbon 
emissions, according to Cochrane. Another program, REDD 
Plus, takes this one step farther, making sure that the funds go 
to support the livelihoods of the people in the region, such as 
developing a sustainable logging system. However, progress in 
carbon sequestration must be documented by a third party—
that’s the challenge, he explained.

Quantifying reduced emissions
As a first step, Cochrane and his colleagues analyzed satellite 

imaging of land cover as far back as 1993 to document when 
the forest was cleared and the land drained. But areas of forest 

that are simply thinned are harder to track, he 
pointed out. To get a better read on the vegetation 
and hydrology, Cochrane uses light detecting 
and ranging, commonly called LIDAR. The laser 
mapping technique gathers remote sensing data via 
an airplane. The initial dataset was collected in 2007 
and a second in 2011. 

Looking at specific points that had surface 
fires, Cochrane can surmise that those areas that 
have gotten lower had peat soil losses as well due to 
subsurface fires. Using these comparisons, Cochrane 
and postdoctoral scientist Erianto Indrs Putra are 
developing a model to predict how much peat will 
be burned based on the given conditions. A third set 

of LIDAR data acquired in 2014 allowed Cochrane to adjust the 
statistical model.

The goal is to develop a monitoring tool that will reliably 
estimate how much carbon is being lost and subsequently how 
that number has decreased over time, he explained. The basic 
idea is simple, Cochrane said, but “the devil is in the details.” 

 Up to 200 different gases may be escaping through 
these fires, but no method exists to accurately determine the 
composition of peat fire emissions. In the past, researchers have 
estimated emissions by hacking out a block of peat and analyzing 
it in the lab, but Cochrane pointed out, “that’s not the way things 
burn in the field.”

In 2015, Yokelson will take lab equipment into the field to 
monitor the emissions from the peat fires. That will give the 
researchers what Cochrane called “the best data for peat fire 
emissions anywhere in the world.”

South Dakota scientist tracks Indonesian carbon emissions

Mark Cochrane

Professor Mark Cochrane is using satellite imaging, 
field studies and modeling to help the Indonesian Forest 
Research and Development Agency assess the progress 
being made to reduce carbon emissions.

barbarac
Typewritten Text
27



MARCH 2015  •  IMPACT  S ta t e  |  15  

Award for Excellence in Outreach and Engagement

Professors Larry 
Browning and Matt 
Miller packed a cargo 
van with science gear 
and headed west last 
March 2014.

Browning, a 
professor of physics, 
and Miller, a professor 
of chemistry, traveled 
to four high schools in 
western South Dakota 
to host daylong 
chemistry and physics 
presentations.

“We had a lot of 
fun,” said Miller, who 
has delivered Title 
II grant-sponsored 
science shows for 
South Dakota high 
schools with Browning 
for four years.

The professors 
traveled to Red Cloud Indian School in 
Pine Ridge, Rapid City Central, Newell 
and Tripp-Delmont. They spent one day 
at each school, instructing six science 
sessions for middle and high school 
classes.

The professors packed 
the van with anything 
and everything science-
related. “We brought a lot 
of devices that we’ve made, 
and materials we use like 
the Rubens’ tube, which 
shows sound waves using 
propane and fire,” said 
Browning. “We try to take 
liquid nitrogen, dry ice and 
various chemicals.”

Browning and 
Miller put on unique 
shows at each school, 
tailoring experiments to the various ages 
and classes. “The experiments got the 
attention of the students,” said Browning. 
“The kids were amazed by some of 
the chemical reactions and physics 
phenomena we were showing them. They 
really got into them.”

The science presentations were part 

of the STEM Enhancement Teacher 
Institute: Sustained Effect Teacher 
Interaction (SETI2), a program that brings 
scientists to teachers, and aligns with 
the Core Ideas and the Next Generation 
Science Standards.

These Core Ideas are from the 
Framework for K-12 Science 
Education and are the basis of 
the Next Generation Science 
Standards. Ten Core Ideas in 
physical science, life science, 
and earth and space science 
were identified as areas that 
teachers around the state 
would like to improve in.

Miller and Browning 
identified concepts for the 
10 Core Ideas before the trip, 
and during the trip, they 
introduced activities that 
teachers could modify and 

apply in their own lessons.
Since 2012, SDSU has hosted SETI2 

grant-sponsored workshops for high 
school math and science teachers from 
around the state to come and learn 
new practices and teaching methods. 
The workshops have been held in Faith 
and the Tiospa Zina Tribal School near 

Sisseton.
Last May, Miller and Browning, 

along with assistant professor of biology 
Madhav Nepal, visited participating high 
schools to provide additional support and 
science experiments.

The professors hope to secure 
funding to have SDSU students travel with 
them, earning college credits and hands-
on teaching and learning experience.

The weeklong science trip and the 
SETI2 summer institute were supported 
by a Title II-A/No Child Left Behind grant 
from the South Dakota Board of Regents.  

Larry Browning

Professors host West River high school science workshops

Professor Larry Browning, 
left, traveled to four West 
River high schools last 
spring, hosting daylong 
Title II grant-sponsored 
science shows with 
professor Matt Miller. 
Browning shrink-wrapped 
a Lower Brule student as 
part of a science lesson.

Larry Browning fried a pickle for the Pat 
Henry Middle School as part of a science 
lesson.
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Ann Wilson

For many years, I have taught a course on life span human development and among my favorite 
research included in this class are the longitudinal findings from the grant study that describe the 
lives of those who graduated from Harvard University over 70 years ago.

Several years ago, George Vaillant, the psychiatrist who has headed this project for the past 47 
years, was asked to describe what he learned from his years of research. His response was simple, 
yet, profound. He replied, “the only thing that really matters in life are your relationships to other 
people.”

The importance of relationships is the highlight of this amazing long-term research and its key 
finding provides a message fundamental to human well-being.  But, what do we know about the 
origins of relationships that emerge in early life? 

To examine this question, we now have more than observational data as we examine early 
interactions between babies and those who provide them care. Science is allowing us to see inside 
brains and biochemistry can help assess how a baby is responding to care received.

Further, from the broadest perspectives, data enable us to consider how societal policies and 
practices may impact life-sustaining relationships. Research has helped us see how early interactions form relationships in these 
ways:

• Newborns, immediately after birth, seek contact with the eyes of those who speak to them. Eye-to-eye contact is 
inherent to social interaction and is endearing. 

• In the early days of life, babies will imitate the facial expressions of those with whom they experience face-to-face 
contact. Not only will they imitate what they see, they will also pause in quiet alert attention as they attempt to initiate 
a continued interaction. Babies’ heart rates vary with the social nature of their interactions. 

• Visual signs of emotions are mirrored by babies. With statistical accuracy, an observer can determine if a baby is 
looking at a sad, surprised or happy face. 

• During the first six months of life, babies are responsive to the phonemes of all the world’s languages but then this 
perception declines. If babies have sessions with native speakers of a foreign language, they maintain their ability 
to perceive the unique sounds of this foreign language. This ability, however, cannot be achieved through audio or 
video modalities. Rather, to prevent the decline in discrimination of foreign phonemes, live interaction with a socially 
responsive speaker is required.  

• Compared to babies of mothers who did not experience postdepression during or after pregnancy, babies of depressed 
mothers are less responsive to faces and voices. Similar to their mothers, during the early weeks of life, they also show 
biochemical and physiological evidence of depression during the early weeks of life.  

• When babies are in child care centers, many over the course of a day show an increased secretion of the stress hormone 
cortisol that is not observed when they are at home. Intrusive, over-controlling child care practices have been observed 
to be associated with increased cortisol secretion among preschoolers. 

Indeed, babies are innately social. They arrive in the world not only responsive to those whose arms hold them, but they 
are also expectant and seek sustained connections with those who give them care. Yet, sadly, not always is this care present and 
responsive to the lively interaction that babies are prepared to engage.

In the 1940s, studies showed that, not uncommonly, abandoned babies died in orphanages where hygiene and nutrition 
was adequate but human contact was too inconsistent and insufficient. Images from Romania, in the 1990s, reminded the world 
of the lifelong ravages that crowded and understaffed institutional care leave upon the development of children.

Further, for the past 100 years, data from our country document a relationship between poverty and the survival of infants 
in the first year of life. Babies reflect not only the well-being and responsiveness of those who care for them, but also the 
resources of their homes and communities. As we interact directly with babies and as citizens creating policies affecting the lives 
of families, we are contributing to how relationships begin in life and impact the future for us all.

David Fee was a professor of  philosophy and religion at SDSU from 1964-1987. He was known to live “the life of  the mind” and was an advocate 
for cross-disciplinary learning, inquiry and collegiality. 

David Fee Memorial Lecture

‘On Early Human Relationships: From Parenting to Public Policy’
Below is an excerpt from the David Fee Memorial Lecture, delivered by Department of  Teaching, Learning, Leadership Professor Emerita Ann Wilson.

barbarac
Typewritten Text
29



Dr. Tim Ridgway of Brandon, S.D., dean 
of clinical faculty and associate professor in 
the Department of Internal Medicine at the 
University of South Dakota Sanford School of 
Medicine, is the first to hold the Dr. Charley F. 
and Elizabeth Gutch Chair in Medicine.
  The three-year appointment recognizes 
Ridgway’s skillful leadership and commitment 
to the school of medicine, including students, 
faculty and staff.
 Ridgway is a graduate of the University of 
South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine. 
He received his undergraduate degree from 
Augustana College in Sioux Falls. He has been associated with 
the USD Sanford School of Medicine since 1991, and also 
serves as the director of the gastrointestinal unit at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Sioux Falls.

 The position was funded by the late Dr. 
Charley Gutch and his wife, Elizabeth Riggs 
Gutch of Pierre. Gutch, an internal medicine 
specialist with a subspecialty in nephrology, 
devoted much of his distinguished professional 
career to academic medicine. The Iowa native 
served and taught at the University of South 
Dakota Sanford School of Medicine from 1976 
to 1988, when he retired and was named 
professor emeritus.
 “Dr. and Mrs. Gutch were strong supporters 
and friends of the medical school,” said Dr. 
Mary Nettleman, dean of the Sanford School of 

Medicine. “Charley was an outstanding leader who stepped up 
during times of upheaval and change, such as when the medical 
school became a four-year school.” 

B o a r d  o f  r e g e n t s  n e w s  |  M a r C H  10 ,  2015

USD student Erica Mize has been named 
Outstanding Ph.D. Wildlife Student of 
the Year by the South Dakota chapter of 
The Wildlife Society. Mize is working 
on her Ph.D. in biology, researching 
sylvatic plague in five national parks.
 “It’s nice to be recognized by The 
Wildlife Society even though my Ph.D. 
will be in biology, not fisheries and 
wildlife,” said Mize, who is from Sterling 
Heights, Mich.
 Mize earned her bachelor of science and master of science 
degrees in fisheries and wildlife from Michigan State University. 

She said the research done by USD 
Professor Hugh Britten was a key reason 
she chose to attend USD.
 Sylvatic plague has serious 
conservation implications for animals 
such as the federally endangered black-
footed ferret and black-tailed prairie 
dogs. Britten considers Mize an expert at 
ectoparasite identification, and said she 
has helped people identify them across 
the country. Mize plans to continue 

her research, hoping to learn more about zoonotic diseases and 
develop new ways to conserve wildlife.

Usd PH.d. stUdent  
Erica Mize is Named Wildlife Student of the Year

Dr. Tim Ridgway Named to  
Endowed Gutch Chair in Medicine
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Usd awoL stUdents  
Spend Their Winter  

Break Assisting National,  
International Communities

Seventy-five University of South Dakota students and five staff 
members spent winter break in seven different locations learning 
about social issues and serving in communities through the 
Alternative Week of Off-campus Learning (AWOL) student 
organization.
 AWOL, in its eighth year at USD, encourages active citizenship 
through service-learning experiences, exposing students to diverse 
social issues, and encouraging them to apply what they learn to 
their daily lives. 
 One AWOL group spent a week in Guatemala, building 
an entire house for a family in need. In Orlando, Fla.,  
AWOL participants worked with Give Kids the World, a 

70-acre nonprofit “storybook” resort, where children with life-
threatening illnesses and their families are treated to weeklong, 
cost-free fantasy vacations.
 An AWOL trip to Charlotte put students in city-wide service 
projects that focused on health and food insecurity. AWOL 
Houston spent a week in service learning about youth health 
and development in the region. In just a single day of the trip, 
participants prepared more than 3,000 meals for children in 
need.
 In Springfield, Mo., AWOL participants learned about issues 
of poverty in the community while serving with Ozarks Food 
Harvest, Habitat for Humanity and Harmony House.

USD Fine Arts Displays Student Talent in Sioux Falls
Dozens of USD students in visual, dramatic and performing 
arts brought the stage alive at the Washington Pavilion in  
Sioux Falls Jan. 31. The showcase, free and open to the public, 
included art displays and demonstrations as well as music and 
theatrical performances. 
 “The overall goal for this event is to help the Sioux Falls 
area learn more about what the College of Fine Arts has to offer 
and to showcase our fine arts students to the audience bringing 
awareness of their amazing talent and achievements,” said Larry 
Schou, Ph.D., dean of the College of Fine Arts.

 Besides highlighting the talents of USD Fine Arts 
students, this event also gives potential students a glimpse 
into life as a Coyote. Mark Petty, dean of enrollment, stated 
that many preparations were made to promote the event to 
prospective students and their families. “We worked with  
each of the colleges to have representation at the Washington  
Pavilion. We also sent out posters to high schools and invitations 
to prospective students around the region inviting them to  
the event.”
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The Beacom School of Business at USD has 
launched a new Entrepreneur-in Residence program 
to bring promising business ideas and innovations 
to market with commercial success.
  The program’s inaugural entrepreneurs are  
Ben Hanten and Sue Lancaster. Hanten has owned 
several media ventures and is the former editor-in-
chief of Tempest Magazine and marketing director 
of South Dakota Magazine in Yankton. In 2005 he 
founded Ben’s, the first smoke-free bar in South 
Dakota. In 2007, he co-founded Rockin’ Ribfest 
drawing more than 15,000 people to the annual one-
day event. In 2014, he founded Think 29, a media 
and events company promoting entrepreneurship 
through the I-29 corridor between Sioux City and 
Fargo. He is a member of the Young Entrepreneur 
Council and is a frequent speaker on college 
campuses and conferences in the upper Midwest.
 Lancaster is director of business development 
at South Dakota Innovation Partners and has 
depth of experience in launching research-derived 
innovations, particularly in the life sciences and 
agriculture markets. She earned her B.S. in biology 
(2010) and M.S. in biomedical engineering (2012) 
from USD and is Lean Six Sigma Certified.
 These top entrepreneurs, and future EIRs, 
will be available for one-on-one mentoring and/
or speaking engagements to classes and student 
organizations. They are available to provide 

insight and guidance to USD students and faculty 
as they develop products and services with an 
economic impact for Vermillion, the region and 
South Dakota.
 “Innovation and Entrepreneurship is a strategic  
focus area for both the Beacom School of Business 
and USD,” stated Venky Venkatachalam, dean of  
the Beacom School of Business. “The EIR program’s  
goal is to connect the USD community of students 
and faculty across various disciplines with industry 
executives, serial entrepreneurs and the investing 
community to provide experiential learning 
opportunities for students while enhancing the 
Vermillion and South Dakota economies.” 
 Venkatachalam said the goal for the program 
is to develop South Dakota’s “Next Generation 
Entrepreneurs.” In the fall of 2014 the Beacom 
School of Business established a new strategic 
vision, which includes an emphasis on economic 
development with a focus towards innovation and 
entrepreneurship. 
 A collaborative effort between the Beacom 
School of Business and the USD Office of  
Research and Sponsored Programs, and with 
assistance from the Vermillion Chamber and 
Development Company, the EIR program is open 
to students and faculty in all disciplines across 
USD, including business. 

BeaCoM sCHooL of BUsIness annoUnCes
Entrepreneur-in-Residence program

Sue Lancaster

Ben Hanten

President’s  
Higher Education  

Community Service  
Honor Roll

AffordableSchools.net 
names Usd  

most attractive  
yet affordable

The Princeton Review 
names Beacom school 

of Business to  
“Best Business schools”

BUSINESS SCHOOL 
GRADUATE
ONLINE
PROGRAmS

garner 

U.S. NewS
Rankings

USD
named one of 

AmericA’s
TOP COLLEGES

by

ForbeS
MilitARy  

AdvAnCEd  
EduCAtion
 names uSd  
toP SCHool

Collegeatlas.org—best school  
for out-of-state student costs 
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A $100,000 gift to the University of South Dakota Foundation 
by his widow will honor the memory of Dr. Walter Anyan and 
provide greater access to health care among Native Americans 
in South Dakota.
    Dr. Michael Lawler, M.S.W., Ph.D., dean of the School 
of Health Sciences, says the money will fund scholarships 
for Native American students in any of the School of Health 
Sciences’ undergraduate majors — addiction studies, dental 
hygiene, health sciences, medical laboratory science, nursing, 
and social work. The scholarship winners will then practice in 
their home communities.
 “This generous gift will support Native American scholar-
practitioners at USD who are eager to contribute to the health 
and well-being of their communities,” Lawler said. 

 Carol Ann Anyan, of Guilford, Conn., 
says she and her late husband, who started 
the adolescent medicine program at Yale 
Medical School, had long been interested in 
the Native American culture since hosting 
a young member of the Hopi Tribe. She 
describes her husband as a “quiet, caring 
man, who did things anonymously to help 
people better themselves.”
 Anyan hopes to direct additional funds to the Dr. Walter 
Anyan Scholarship Endowment so as to completely fund 
scholarship recipients’ expenses. “It’s a wonderful way to honor 
his memory,” she said. 

This document is available in alternative formats upon request. For assistance, call Disability Services at USD at 605-677-6389 or email disabilityservices@usd.edu.

USD Nursing Degree to be Expanded at  
Capital University Center

gIft to Usd foUndatIon 

Aims to Improve Health 
Care of Native American 
Communities in  
South Dakota

A bachelor of science in nursing degree (BSN) will be offered 
by the University of South Dakota at Pierre’s Capital University 
Center (CUC) starting in 2016. USD currently offers a two-year 
associate (AS) nursing degree at CUC and will admit their last 
associate degree student in fall 2015.
  The expanded program corresponds with a growing demand 
for more highly-trained nurses. “By bringing BSN education  
to Pierre, USD Nursing is making a statement that the health 
care of rural South Dakota matters,” said Carla Dieter, chair of 
USD Nursing.
 “Capital University Center got its start in 1982 by offering 
nursing education in central South Dakota,” said Janelle Toman, 
CUC’s executive director. “There is a history of very strong 

support by CUC for USD Nursing and the graduates it produces 
here. Our partners in health care education, including Avera St. 
Mary’s Hospital, the MHCH Foundation, and others, stand 
ready to make this transition to the BSN degree successful.”
 USD Nursing’s BSN degree was fully accredited in 2012, 
and other four-year nursing programs are available at the USD 
campuses in Vermillion, Sioux Falls and Rapid City. The 
curriculum provides advanced instruction for nurses and other 
health care students that highlights interaction with other 
professions. This approach is available only through the USD 
Nursing program which is a part of the state’s only comprehensive 
School of Health Sciences and School of Medicine. 

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS & UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
414 East Clark Street | Vermillion, SD 57069-2390 | www.usd.edu
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Preparing students to step forward with confidence and a vision of lifetime success 
 

Informational Items 
South Dakota Board of Regents Meeting 

University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD 
April 1-2, 2015 

 
 

SDSBVI has been preparing for an     
on-site visit by the AdvancED team, 
which is scheduled for late March.  
Preparations include compiling 
information from surveys of our various 
constituents, completion of the self-
study, and setting up a schedule and 
constituent meetings.  The SDSBVI has 
been continuously accredited by the 
state of South Dakota since the mid-
1930s, nationally accredited as a school 
for the blind 1980-2012, and accredited 
by the North Central Association (now 
AdvancED) since1993.  This 
accreditation will link with our strategic 
planning and help us determine the 
school’s direction for the next five years.  

SDSBVI turned 115 years on March 1st! 

 

We celebrated the milestone with 
singing "Happy Birthday" and enjoying 
some birthday cake and ice cream.  We 
also discussed our time capsule’s 
location to keep it fresh in everyone’s 
memory.  

Students and staff observed “Read 
Across America Day” by reading Dr. 
Seuss books on his birthday. 
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Students and staff enjoyed spending the 
afternoon ice skating with the Wings 
hockey players! 

The Wings and their coach also toured 
the school and played beep baseball 
with the students. 

Quinn Ossanna was 
the first student to get 
his $5 donation slip 
handed in. Quinn's 
name was added to 
the pond and he 
received his Splatter 
Duck as a reward. 
SDSBVI had our 
Hoops for Heart event 
February 27 at 11 AM. 
Our goal was $1,200 

for the American Heart Association and 
a chance to put a pie in Mrs. Hulscher’s 
face!  Last year we raised $1,160 for the 
AHA.  We jump, we shoot, we save!

The theme for our 2015 Summer 
Program is "Celebrating South Dakota 
125 Years" so time will be spent 
learning about the history of our great 
state. During "Week 3" a trip to the State 
Capitol in Pierre is being planned. All 
activities during the summer program 
are used to develop and enhance the 
skills of blindness through the Expanded 
Core Curriculum prepare students for 
independence and success. 

The Extended School Year Summer 
Program (June 7-26 and July 12-31) 
brings together blind and visually 
impaired students ages 6-21 from 
across South Dakota for learning and 
fun. Each student's summer program is 
coordinated with the student’s IEP or 
504 Plan. 

We are proud of Dean North, our retired 
Principal, who to many that know him 
would not be surprised that at 80+ years 
old – he is still teaching Braille Class at 
SDSBVI as an adjunct instructor through 
Northern State University. 

 
Dean's students are teachers from 
across the state learning Braille to teach 
their own students. After some 
technology learning on Dean’s part, he 
"connects" everyone and teaches with 
students participating by the DDN, a 
student on the iPad, and students in the 
classroom. These students are so lucky 
to be learning from the best! 
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On November 5 - 6, South Dakota School for the Deaf (SDSD) hosted a two 

day workshop involving 60 staff members from 15 different school dis-

tricts. Educators came to learn about reading instruction with deaf and 

hard of hearing students using American Sign Language (ASL). The work-

shop focused on a program out of Utah called the Fairview Learning Read-

ing Program (Fairview).  Fairview provides strategies for students who need 

the visual support of sign language as well as those who use it as their 

first language. 

 

Fairview, designed specifically for students who are deaf or hard of hear-

ing, reflects years of collaboration among deaf educators and utilizes best 

practices. Fairview’s unique program provides individuals the literacy tools 

to construct mental, linguistic frameworks. These frameworks, specific to 

each user, allow access and increasing fluency in English and ASL, and 

ease the movement between the two languages. The program can be 

seamlessly integrated into any existing reading program, and is both user-

friendly and fun. 

Attendees participated in hands-on, movement activities that could be 

used in their classrooms.  There were many in the group who did not know 

sign language. By the workshop’s end, they knew several signs and had 

the resources to get started as soon as they returned to their districts. 

On the evening of November 5, a parent training night was also made 

available. Two families attended on-site and four families from West River 

were available via the web.  Trish Fox, Fairview owner and trainer, shared 

with the group the importance of using conceptual sign language when 

reading to small children and not to focus on signing each individual word 

in books.   

Fairview Learning Reading Program 
 Submitted by Jodi Schnider 

South Dakota Board of Regents  

Informational Items 

March 31—April 2, 2015 

 

South Dakota School for the Deaf 
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Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (S.T.E.M) Day 
 Submitted by Jodi Schnider 

SDSD was asked by the Tea Area School District to present on November 

14, 2014.  The S.T.E.M theme was “Prosthetic and Assistive Technology 

Devices”. Over 400 students were asked to attend various educational 

stations as well as find 12 different items through a scavenger hunt. Stu-

dents searched for assistive daily living devices, hearing aids, bone conduc-

tion hearing aids, cochlear implants, and FM systems.  They also participat-

ed in a skit called “How Sound Reaches the Brain”. 

  

Teens in Action 
 Submitted by Naomi Mangan 

Naomi Mangan (SDSD consultant), Mark Koterwski (Communication Ser-

vices for the Deaf consultant) and Augustana College students (Deaf Edu-

cation and Sign Language Interpreter majors) collaborated for the monthly 

teen group.  In November 2014, seven students learned about  financial 

responsibility. The topics for February compared the Americans with Disa-

bility Act (ADA) in schools versus colleges. Key points for winter driving safe-

ty were also reviewed. Social skills training continues to be a main focus for 

the group and was incorporated into both sessions.   

Connected, Relevant, Useful, and Meaningful Language 
 Submitted by Laura Scholten 

On February 11, SDSD provided a training for speech-language 

pathologists (SLPs) in the Sioux Falls School District. Thirty SLPs attended 

the training on the SDSD campus and learned about the importance of pre-

teaching vocabulary prior to a language lesson, strategies to build story-

telling and writing skills, and how to differentiate questions based on stu-

dents’ language levels. Dr. Barb Avery-Sterud, Sioux Falls Public Schools 

Related Services Director, and Laura Scholten, SDSD Outreach Consultant, 

coordinated the event and look forward to future collaborations.  

 

Dr. Barb Avery-Sterud 
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Augustana Talk 

 Submitted by Julie Luke 

 On February 16, Outreach Director Kim Wadsworth and Out-

reach Consultant Julie Luke presented at Augustana College in 

Sioux Falls. The nearly 60 class participants were students and 

professional American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. Infor-

mation was shared about SDSD Outreach services and how the 

educational process is similar but yet much different than that of hearing 

students. Topics focused on the importance of social, language, and ed-

ucational opportunities for deaf and hard of hearing students.  Discus-

sions also occurred about how to best work with and serve students who 

are deaf or hard of hearing. Technological equipment such as cochlear 

implants, hearing aids, bone-anchored hearing aids, and FM systems 

were explored. Presenters also shared about home and school visits and 

current curriculums we use at SDSD.    

Cochlear Implant Programming 

 Submitted by Laura Scholten 

The University of South Dakota Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Clinic 

continues to provide support for children with cochlear implants.  On 

February 19, Dr. Jessica Messersmith and her team of students provid-

ed cochlear implant (CI) mapping for five SDSD clients on the SDSD cam-

pus.  For CI recipients, appropriate programming is essential to maximize 

the benefits of the technology. SDSD and USD plan to continue to collab-

orate to promote successful outcomes for CI users.  

Driver’s Education 

 Submitted by Laura Scholten 

All teens look forward to getting their driver’s license.  Finding a driver’s 

education class offered in American Sign Language (ASL) with an instruc-

tor who understands the unique learning needs of deaf and hard of hear-

ing students is a challenge. SDSD identified this need and has teamed 

up with instructor Cathy Smith to offer a six-week course. The goal is for 

deaf/hard of hearing students to gain a better understanding of the 

traffic laws of South Dakota and rules for operating automobiles 

safely. 
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A World of Choices 
 Submitted by Laura Scholten 

On January 13,  SDSD was invited to lecture  to undergraduate students 

taking Psychology & Interpersonal Relations at Globe University. Laura 

Scholten, SDSD Consultant,  discussed the communication, education, 

and technology choices her parents had  to make after her sister lost her 

hearing at 2 years of age. She  shared how her parents had to educate 

themselves about all the advantages and disadvantages of the numer-

ous options for their child.  Overall, her family wished they had an organi-

zation like the SDSD Outreach Program to help them navigate their new 

world. Following the presentation, the class had a deeper appreciation of 

the role SDSD plays in the state of South Dakota.  

Pottery 2 Paint 
 Submitted by Kerry Ruth 

The South Dakota School for the Deaf hosted an event at Pottery 2 Paint 

in Rapid City on December 12, 2014.  The event was open to girls who 

are served by SDSD Outreach Services.  The girls painted Christmas orna-

ments that were paid for by the SDSD Foundation.  It was a great oppor-

tunity to socialize and meet other girls from the area who are deaf or 

hard of hearing.  Six clients attended, along with three siblings.  A special 

thank you to Pottery 2 Paint for waiving the studio fee. 
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In-service Update 

 Consultant In-services 2014—2015 

www.sdsd.sdbor.edu 

In-services and guest lectures are provided by members of the SDSD Outreach team as 

an extension of support for children and students with hearing loss. These in-services 

may relate to hearing loss and its educational impact, technical assistance and orienta-

tion with hearing aids, cochlear implants, FM systems, sound field systems, and/or in-

terpreters, or educational strategies and materials that may benefit SDSD clients. 

 

Audiology Department News 
 Submitted by Greg King 

 

www.sdsd.sdbor.edu/audiology.htm 

128 In-services 

 

1,745 

South Dakotans 

Educated 

Total Screened 9747 

Total Evaluated 923 

  *SNHL Found 195 

  *CHL Found 389 

Mobile Sites 110 

The following report details audiological ser-

vices provided to South Dakota children from 

July 1, 2104  through February 27, 2015 on 

SNHL—sensorineural hearing loss 

CHL— conductive hearing loss 
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