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I move to approve USD’s Preliminary Facility Statement for the Health Sciences Building. 
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SUBJECT 

USD Health Sciences Building Preliminary Facility Statement 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

SDCL 5-14-1 – Classification of Capital Improvements 

SDCL 5-14-2 – Supervision by Bureau of Administration of Capital Improvement 

Projects – Payment of Appropriated Funds 

SDCL 5-14-3 – Preparation of Plans and Specifications for Capital Improvements – State 

Building Committees – Approval by Board or Commission in Charge of 

Institution  
BOR Policy 6:4 – Capital Improvements 

BOR Policy 6:6 – Maintenance and Repair 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

The University of South Dakota requests approval of its Preliminary Facility Statement to 

plan a 45,000 square foot state-of-the-art Health Sciences building that will support the 

anticipated growth and demand for health care workforce professionals in South Dakota. 

The new facility will provide a contemporary environment that strengthens the 

environment for classrooms, lab settings, collaborative and inter-professional efforts, and 

hands-on experiences in healthcare simulation, which are a critical focus of the School of 

Health Sciences (SHS). 

Over the last ten years more than 4,400 individuals earned at least one degree from the 

School of Health Sciences.  About sixty-three percent of those individuals (approximately 

2,800 graduates) are working and/or living in South Dakota.  As Health Science programs 

and the need for Health Science professionals has significantly expanded over the last 10-

15 years, a new Health Sciences building has become a significant need at the University 

of South Dakota (USD).  Currently, the Health Sciences programs are scattered at multiple 

locations across campus, with the majority housed in Julian Hall which was originally built 

in 1950 as a residence hall but now is being used for different purposes. Julian Hall is not 

an adequate facility for the Health Sciences programs. Current faculty office space, 

http://www.sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=5-14-1
http://www.sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=5-14-2
http://www.sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=5-14-3
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/6-4.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/6-6.pdf
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classroom space, and laboratory space is antiquated and inadequate to accommodate 

current needs and future growth. 

 

The proposed funding sources are:   Capital HEFF Bond for $7.5M, Private and USD Funds 

of $4.5M, and a one-time state appropriation of $10M. 

 

Additional details of this project can be found in USD’s attached Preliminary Facility 

Statement.  If approved, the Board president should appoint a building committee 

representative to oversee the development of the project plan and cost estimates.   

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

According to USD, primary constituents to be served by this facility are the students, faculty, 

and staff of eight of the ten Health Sciences majors (Addiction Counseling and Prevention, 

Dental Hygiene, Health Sciences, Masters of Public Health, Medical Laboratory, Nursing, 

Physician Assistant, and Social Work).  Additionally, external constituents will be served 

through the use of clinical skills, simulation and dental hygiene clinic space that will exist in 

the new facility.  The focus of this project is to provide a state-of-the-art contemporary 

building which will support the academic, research, and service missions of eight of USD’s 

fastest growing majors in health professional disciplines. 

 

Approval of the Preliminary Facility Statement allows the campus to do appropriate planning 

and does not constitute approval of the project by the Board.  The planning phase of the 

project is recommended.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – USD Health Sciences Building PFS 



PRELIMINARY FACILITY STATEMENT 
 

Health Sciences Building 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

 

a. General Programmatic needs to be addressed: 

A new 45,000 square-foot state of the art Health Sciences building will support the necessary and 

anticipated growth in demand for a health care workforce and provide a contemporary facility that 

strengthens the opportunities for inter-professional, collaborative, hands-on experiences in 

simulation, classroom, and lab settings which are a critical focus of the School of Health Sciences 

(SHS).  

Over the last ten years more than 4,400 individuals earned at least one degree from the SHS. About 

sixty-three percent of those individuals –approximately 2,800 graduates- are working and/or living in 

South Dakota.  As Health Science programs and the need for Health Science professionals has 

significantly expanded over the last 10-15 years, a new Health Sciences building has become a 

significant need at the University of South Dakota (USD).  Currently, the Health Sciences programs 

are scattered at multiple locations across campus, with the majority housed in Julian Hall which was 

originally built in 1950 as a residence hall but now is being used for different purposes. Julian Hall is 

not an adequate facility for the Health Sciences programs. Current faculty office space, classroom 

space, and laboratory space is antiquated and inadequate to accommodate current needs and future 

growth. 

b. Analysis of the student body or constituents to be served:     

Primary constituents to be served by this facility are the students, faculty, and staff of eight (8) of the 

ten (10) Health Sciences majors (Addiction Counseling and Prevention, Dental Hygiene, Health 

Sciences, Masters of Public Health, Medical Laboratory, Nursing, Physician Assistant, and Social 

Work).  Additionally, external constituents will be served through the use of clinical skills, simulation 

and dental hygiene clinic space that will exist in the new facility.  The focus of this project is to 

provide a state-of-the-art contemporary building which will support the academic, research, and 

service missions of eight (8) of USD’s fastest growing majors in health professional disciplines.   

c. Additional Services To be Offered: 

The new building will include smart classrooms with latest technologies to enhance student learning 

in addition to small group learning space, student study space, and a student lounge.  Learning space 

will be designed to maximize interdisciplinary learning opportunities, including a simulation center 

and a dental hygiene clinic which will incorporate leading technologies to provide modern education 

and training.  Future physician assistants, nurses, dental hygienists, social workers, addiction 

counselors, and other health professionals will learn to work together at the forefront of collaborative 

education and research to provide improved teaching-learning environments.  The collaborative 

approach to healthcare education will lead to new efficiencies and lower health-care costs.   

The simulation center will have hospital-style rooms and control-observation rooms with the 

capability to broadcast to nearby classrooms.  The simulation center will have high-fidelity manikins 

that will be programmed to suffer from a variety of health issues. In addition, manikins will be 

housed in a home-like setting to simulate a home-care situation and to mimic a rural patient with a 

common chronic illness, such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, hypertension, mental health, 
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or obesity, the most prevalent health concerns of rural residents.  Home health care patients, 

especially in the rural areas, require monitoring by telehealth systems. Therefore, healthcare providers 

must be competent in using those systems. Integrating remote presence technology within a 

simulation scenario, will allow students to develop telehealth competencies.  The simulation center 

equipment will enhance healthcare education with opportunities to practice patient care using 

electronic medical record management and telehealth services prior to the on-site experiential work. 

The dental clinic, currently located in East Hall, will be moved to the new building to meet new clinic 

standards and requirements, where students learn under the supervision of a licensed dentist and a 

licensed hygienist.  

d. Compliance with Master Plan:     

The new Health Sciences Building is an important element in the commitment to the University’s 

Strategic and Campus Facilities plans.  The facility furthers the University’s efforts in educating 

exceptionally qualified healthcare professionals and strengthens South Dakota in its efforts to expand 

rural health care and grow its use of innovative telehealth technologies to better meet the physical and 

mental health needs of its citizens.  The Lee Medicine building was designed to allow for expansion 

to the west side of the building. The School of Health Sciences would be either an expansion to Lee 

Medicine building or built next to Lee Medical Building.   

 

e. Analysis of needs assessment based on the Facilities Utilization Report: 

Currently, Health Sciences programs are scattered across campus, with some located in antiquated 

buildings and/or space that was not initially designed for academic program use. Classroom space is 

very limited and does accommodate for future growth.  Location fragmentation has created barriers in 

achieving efficiencies, increasing collaborative experiences, and in planning for growth beyond 

current capacity. Occupancy in aging former dorms and cramped facilities creates on-going 

challenges in meeting accreditation and regulatory standards for several of the programs.  Faculty 

office space, as well as classroom and laboratory space are inadequate and have limited access to 

technology. There are only two classrooms in Lee Medicine dedicated to the Health Sciences majors, 

each with a maximum capacity of sixty-eight (68) students.  The existing dental Hygiene clinic space 

in East Hall is inadequate with tight space between patient chairs.  East Hall has poor climate control 

which affects the shelf life of most temperature sensitive supplies. The existing simulation center in 

Lee Medicine has limited capacity and can’t accommodate for the current growth in enrollment.  

Students in the Physician Assistant program must travel to Sioux Falls for simulated learning 

experiences. 

 

f. Location: 

Southwest corner of campus, on the corner of East Clark Street and North Dakota Street.  

g. Relocation of old space, if any: 

Julian Hall and Julian Hall Addition would be demolished, pending Legislative approval, once the 

Health Sciences Building is completed. 

h. Proposed funding source/sources: 

The current proposed funding sources are: 

Capital HEFF Bond ($7.5M), Private and USD Funds ($4.5M) and a one-time state appropriation 

($10M). 

 

i. Budget for development of a Facility Program Plan:  

The budget for development of a Facility Program Plan is $100,000 
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