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SUBJECT 

Naming Request – SDSU – School of American and Global Studies 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:14 – Campus Organization Structure 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

South Dakota State University requests to create a new School of American and Global 

Studies.  This School will include all degree programs currently housed in the Department 

of History, Political Science, Philosophy and Religion and the Department of Modern 

Languages and Global Studies.  In concert with the creation of the School of American and 

Global Studies, both departments will cease to exist. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This organizational structure change is consistent with previous moves by the College of 

Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences aimed at enhancing operational efficiencies. 

 

Board staff recommend approval. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – SDSU Request to Create New School of American and Global Studies 

 

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-14.pdf


SDSU 

South Dakota 
State University 
® 

March 28, 2019 
t)t)Jv.; ~/ 

~pl/< µ )J "~/4, 
Dr. Barry H. Dunn, President / ~A {,'? 
Dr. Dennis D. Hed~ovost and Vice Pre~delt for Academic Affairs 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: School of American and Global Studies 

Office of Academic Affairs 

Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 

Morrill Hall 230, Box 2201 
South Dakota State University 
Brookings, SD 57007-2098 
Phone: 605-688-4173 

I have received a request from Dr. Lynn Sargeant, Dean of the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, 
to create a School of American and Global Studies. The mission of the School will be to prepare critical 
thinkers and proficient researchers who are culturally literate and globally engaged. 

This organizational structure change is consistent with previous moves by the College of Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences aimed at enhancing operational efficiencies. These changes include a recently formed School 
of Design (2015), School of Performing Arts (2017), School of Communication and Journalism (2018), and 
Ness School of Management and Economics (2019). The proposed School of American and Global Studies 
will include all degree programs currently housed in the Department of History, Political Science, Philosophy 
and Religion and the Department of Modem Languages and Global Studies. In concert with the creation of the 
School of American and Global Studies, both departments will cease to exist. 

I am supportive of this requested change to organize as a School of American and Global Studies effective July 
1, 2019. If you approve, I request that we forward this to the SD Board of Regents for approval at their next 
meeting. 

Please let me know if you need additional information. 
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School of American and Global Studies 
Including programs in French Studies, German, Global Studies, History, 

Political Science, Philosophy, Religion, and Spanish 

College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
South Dakota State University 

January, 2019 

The faculty of the Department of History, Political Science, Philosophy and Religion, the Department of 
Modem Languages and Global Studies, and the Dean of the College of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences request that the Division of American and Global Studies be formally recognized as the School 
of American and Global Studies, located in the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, effective 
July 1, 2019. 

The mission of the School will be to prepare critical thinkers and proficient researchers who are culturally 
literate and globally engaged. Faculty will teach, conduct research, and disseminate scholarship on the 
cultural, historical, linguistic, philosophical, political, and religious systems that sustain U.S. and global 
societies. Through service and outreach, faculty will share this knowledge to benefit South Dakota, the 
nation, and the world. The School of American and Global Studies will be a premier center for 
cultivating regionally, nationally, and globally engaged citizen scholars. 

The College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences seeks to revitalize liberal arts education at South 
Dakota State University. Academic realignment that nurtures collaboration between complementary 
disciplines can advance this goal by strengthening curricular and co-curricular programs. The Division of 
American and Global Studies was formed on July 1, 2018 and charged with composing the infrastructure 
for an eventual School. Faculty and administrative leaders in the Division spent much of the last year 
developing the School's governance structure and exploring potential curricular revisions. 

Structure 
The creation of the School of American and Global Studies within the College of Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences is consistent with organizational changes already in progress. The College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences recently formed the School of Design (2015), the School of Performing 
Arts (2017), and the School of Communication and Journalism (2018). The proposed School of 
American and Global Studies will include all degree programs currently housed in the Department of 
History, Political Science, Philosophy and Religion and the Department of Modem Languages and Global 
Studies, including: 

• American Indian Studies (B.A.) 
• French Studies (B.A.) 
• German (B.A.) 
• Global Studies (B.A.) 
• History (B.A./B.S) 
• Political Science (B.A./B.S.) 
• Spanish (B.A.) 

The School will also house minors in: 

• American Indian Studies 

• French Studies 

• German 

• Global Studies 

• History 

• Legal Studies 

• Philosophy 
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• Political Science 
• Religion 
• Spanish 

The faculty of the proposed School includes 19 tenure-stream professors and 5 instructor/lecturers. The 
proposed School serves a current student population of over 350 undergraduate majors and nearly 400 
registrations in one or more of its minors. In addition to its majors and minors, the School also offers an 
undergraduate certificate program in Workplace Intercultural Competence. 

Motivation 
This request advances the goals of SDSU's strategic plan Imagine 2023: Aspire, Discover, Achieve: 

• Achieve Excellence Through Transformative Education. The School's programs, in combination, 
will provide students with opportunities they would not have by getting a degree in isolation. 
Students who add a modem language to another major can significantly increase their lifetime 
earnings. 1 A joint degree in a language and political science, for example, puts graduates on par 
with physics, accounting, and math and statistics with regard to salary. By combining philosophy 
with another major, students may dramatically improve their scores on the LSAT, GMAT and 
GRE and increase their chances of obtaining an advanced or professional degree. Recent studies 
of employers provide ample evidence of the demand for the many "soft-skills" provided by the 
School's disciplines, such as critical thinking and intercultural competence. In repeated employer 
studies conducted in 2010, 2013, and 20152, the American Association of Colleges and 
Universities surveyed executives at private-sector and nonprofit organizations, including owners, 
CEOs, presidents, C-suite level executives, and vice presidents. Each of these studies concluded 
that the various transferable skills provided by programs in the School of American and Global 
Studies are necessary to succeed in the global context in which employers operate 

• Cultivate and Strengthen Community Engagement. All disciplines in the proposed School are 
actively engaged in outreach, service learning, consultations, translations, public lectures, 
conferences, and study abroad. For example, the School's students and faculty routinely 
participate in National History Day in South Dakota, the Interfaith Council, and the Pan-Lingua 
regional undergraduate languages and cultures conference. Students and faculty also teach 
English to immigrants, provide translations, and offer their professional expertise to community 
organizers and boards. The School will enhance these outreach programs by facilitating the 
formation of multidisciplinary teams that can address industry and community needs on multiple 
dimensions. 

• Foster Innovation and Increase Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity (RSCA). The School 
of American and Global Studies will allow faculty to explore shared interests through the 
interaction of multiple disciplines. These activities will engage undergraduate students in applied 
experience-based learning and enhance the research profile of the unit. The potential also exists 
for an interdisciplinary graduate program within the school, which would provide additional 
opportunities for expanded research. 

• Be a Growing, High-Performing and Healthy University. The formation ofthis School will bring 
a collection of aligned programs under one roof, both administratively and physically. It will 
allow the School to make best use of its resources by avoiding curricular redundancies, 
strengthening course schedules, streamlining administrative functions, and creating joint faculty 
appointments across complementary programs to enable the recruitment of a diverse faculty and 
professional staff with skills and experience in multiple fields. A shared space might include 
areas for student organizations, a language/computer lab, collaborative research space, and 
seminar and classroom spaces. Bringing these programs together into a single unit will promote 
collaboration and collegiality. To fully capture these benefits, all programs will eventually need 
to be co-located in a single building. 

1 https://www.economist.com/blogs/prospero/2014/03/language-study 
2 https://www.aacu.org/leap/public-opinion-research 
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