SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
Academic and Student Affairs
Consent
AGENDA ITEM: 4 – F (3)
DATE: August 7-8, 2019
******************************************************************************
SUBJECT
New Certificate: NSU Certificate in Behavioral Forensic Sciences
CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY
BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION
Northern State University (NSU) requests authorization to offer an undergraduate
Certificate in Behavioral Forensic Sciences. The certificate is targeted to individuals
planning to work in the counseling, police or law enforcement, social work, psychology,
or other related fields that work with people engaged in the criminal justice system. The
certificate will provide additional training for those needing expertise for populations
involved in the criminal justice system, such as those working in prisons, community
corrections, juvenile detention, the state or federal government, or those who are victims
of crimes.
NSU requests authorization to offer the certificate on campus.
IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION
NSU does not request new resources to offer the certificate. Three new courses are required
to offer the certificate.
Board office staff recommends approval of the program.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment I – New Certificate Request Form: NSU – Certificate in Behavioral Forensic
Sciences

******************************************************************************
DRAFT MOTION 20190807_4-F(3):
I move to authorize NSU to offer a certificate in Behavioral Forensic Sciences, as
presented.
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS

New Certificate
Use this form to propose a certificate program at either the undergraduate or graduate level. A certificate program is
a sequence, pattern, or group of academic credit courses that focus upon an area of specialized knowledge or
information and develop a specific skill set. Certificate programs typically are a subset of the curriculum offered in
degree programs, include previously approved courses, and involve 9-12 credit hours including prerequisites. In some
cases, standards for licensure will state explicit requirements leading to certificate programs requiring more than 12
credit hours (in such cases, exceptions to course or credit requirements must be justified and approved). The Board of
Regents, Executive Director, and/or their designees may request additional information about the proposal. After the
university President approves the proposal, submit a signed copy to the Executive Director through the system Chief
Academic Officer. Only post the New Certificate Form to the university website for review by other universities after
approval by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer.

UNIVERSITY:
TITLE OF PROPOSED CERTIFICATE:
INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION:
PROPOSED CIP CODE:
UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT:

UNIVERSITY DIVISION:

NSU
Behavioral Forensic Sciences
Summer
2019
13.0111/43.0103
Psychology and Counselor
Education/History and Social
Sciences
Millicent Atkins School of
Education/College of Arts &
Sciences

University Approval
To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that
I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university
policy.

Institutional Approval Signature
President or Chief Academic Officer of the University

7/2/2019
Date

1. Is this a graduate-level certificate or undergraduate-level certificate (place an “X” in the
appropriate box)?
Undergraduate Certificate ☒

Graduate Certificate ☐

2. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed certificate?
This certificate is for those who work in the counseling field, police or law enforcement fields,
social work field, psychology field, or other related fields that deal with people engaged in the
criminal justice world. It will provide additional training for those needing or wanting more
information related to criminology if they work in fields where clients intersect with the criminal
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justice world or for those in law enforcement fields wanting more information about people with
mental illness or psychological issues.
3. Provide a justification for the certificate program, including the potential benefits to
students and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential.1
This certificate would allow for students to gain further expertise for populations involved in the
criminal justice system, such as in a prison, in community corrections, juvenile detention, the
state or federal government, or those who are victims of crimes. There are no Behavioral
Forensic Science certificates or emphases in the state of South Dakota or in surrounding states.
This change has potential to draw large numbers of students who already work in the criminal
justice world or with clients involved in the criminal justice realm who need or want further
education to continue their jobs. People with this certificate at the Bachelor’s level would be
ideal for working as probation or parole officers, which has a projected job growth of 6%
nationwide between now and 2026. They also could become social services assistants or
specialists (working with domestic violence situations, working for Child Protective Services,
Case Managers, etc.), with a projected job growth of 14% nationally, and a 7.4% projected job
growth in South Dakota.
4. Who is the intended audience for the certificate program (including but not limited to the
majors/degree programs from which students are expected)?
Counselors, law enforcement officials, victim advocates, social workers, psychologists, and
other people working in these types of fields. This is designed as a value-added credential that
will supplement a student’s major field of study, predominately those who are already double
majors or major/minor in Psychology, Sociology or Criminology. However, it is possible that
someone could take it as a standalone credential. As a standalone credential, it would have little
value without a degree to supplement it.

5. List the courses required for completion of the certificate in the table below (if any new
courses are proposed for the certificate, please attach the new course requests to this
form):2 The majority of these courses already exist in the Criminology/Sociology department
and are part of their curriculum. The new courses are crucial to extend the knowledge the
students will obtain by connecting the psychological impact to the criminological impact. The
student will have greater knowledge of how the two are entwined in both criminals and victims
that they may encounter in their field. Prerequisites for Soc 100/Soc 150 related to the course
Social Deviance will most likely already be taken as this certificate is geared to those who are
already either a double major (Soc/Criminology and Psychology) or those with Psych as a
major and Soc/Criminology as a minor (or vice versa) or will draw students to this path.

1

For workforce related information, please provide data and examples; data sources may include but are not limited
to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Regental system dashboards, etc.
2
Regental system certificate programs typically are a subset of the curriculum offered in degree programs, include
existing courses, and involve 9-12 credits for completion. Deviations from these guidelines require justification and
approval.
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Prefix

Number

Course Title
(add or delete rows as needed)

Credit
Hours

PSYC
CJUS

488
468

3
3

SOC

402

3

No

CJUS
SOC
SOC
SOC
SOC

452
487
455
456
470

Introduction to Forensic Counseling
Criminology for Human
Service/Counseling Practice
Social Deviance
Plus one of the following
Prisons and Penology
Victim Advocacy
Juvenile Delinquency
Community Corrections
Child Abuse and Neglect

New
(yes,
no)
Yes
Yes

3
3
3
3
3

No
Yes
No
No
No

4

6. Student Outcome and Demonstration of Individual Achievement.3
A. What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, will all
students demonstrate before graduation? The knowledge and competencies should be
specific to the program and not routinely expected of all university graduates.
Students will recognize how mental health issues impact those who are victims or offenders in the
criminal justice system.
Students will competently make ethical decisions when working with victims or offenders with mental
health issues.
Students will be able to competently interface with mental health providers or criminal justice
providers to better assist their respective clientele.
Students will recognize the differing components of the criminal justice system.
Students will utilize theories related to both victimization and criminality to identify victims and
offenders within their chosen field.
Students will recognize best practices when working with victims, the potential mental health issues
related to victimology, and how to better advocate for their clients who are the victim of crimes.
Students will be able to work with lawmakers to advocate for changes to existing laws so victims of
crimes are protected from further victimization.
Students will gain greater competence in working with their chosen population.
Students will recognize what juvenile delinquency entails, the research hypotheses of causes of
delinquency, and the policies implicated in juvenile delinquency.
Students will identify major trends in criminal and deviant behavior, their causes, policies and laws
related to the causes of deviant behavior, including mental health laws, and the possible mental health
or legal treatments for deviant behavior.
Students will detail the history of the prison and penology system, its strengths and weaknesses, and
the reform it has undergone, both related to the traditional penal system and the mental health
subsection.
Students will detail the history of the community corrections system, the levels of community
corrections that exist, and the reform necessary within the community corrections system and the
mental health subsection within the community corrections population.

3

Board Policy 2:23 requires certificate programs to “have specifically defined student learning outcomes.”
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B. Complete Appendix A – Outcomes using the system form. Outcomes discussed above
should be the same as those in Appendix A.
7. Delivery Location.4
A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver
the entire program on campus, at any off campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, Capital
University Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or deliver the entire
program through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)?
Yes/No
Yes

On campus

Yes/No

Intended Start Date
Summer
2019
If Yes, list location(s)

Choose an
item.

Off campus

Yes/No
Distance Delivery
(online/other distance
delivery methods)

Intended Start Date
Choose an item. Choose
an item.

If Yes, identify delivery methods5 Intended Start Date

Choose an
item.

Choose an item. Choose
an item.

B. Complete the following chart to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver
more than 50% but less than 100% of the certificate through distance learning (e.g., as
an on-line program)? 6
Yes/No
Distance Delivery
(online/other distance
delivery methods)

Choose an
item.

If Yes, identify delivery methods

Intended Start Date
Choose an item. Choose
an item.

8. Additional Information: Additional information is optional. Use this space to provide
pertinent information not requested above. Limit the number and length of additional
attachments. Identify all attachments with capital letters. Letters of support are not necessary
and are rarely included with Board materials. The University may include responses to
questions from the Board or the Executive Director as appendices to the original proposal
where applicable. Delete this item if not used.

4

The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a university
to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery.
5
Delivery methods are defined in AAC Guideline 5.5.
6
This question responds to HLC definitions for distance delivery.
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Individual Student Outcomes and Program Courses
List specific individual student outcomes—knowledge and competencies—in each row. Label each column with a course prefix and
number. Indicate required courses with an asterisk (*). Indicate with an X the courses that will provide the student with an opportunity to
acquire the knowledge or competency listed in the row. All students should acquire the program knowledge and competencies regardless
of the electives selected. Modify the table as necessary to provide the requested information for the proposed program.

PSYC
488*

Individual Student Outcome

Program Courses that Address the Outcomes
CJUS
SOC
CJUS
SOC
SOC
468*
402*
452
455
456

X

Students will competently make ethical decisions
when working with victims or offenders with
mental health issues.

X

Students will be able to competently interface
with mental health providers or criminal justice
providers to better assist their respective clientele.

X

X

Students will recognize the differing components
of the criminal justice system.

X

X

Students will utilize theories related to both
victimization and criminality to identify victims
and offenders within their chosen field.

X

X

Students will recognize best practices when
working with victims, the potential mental health
issues related to victimology, and how to better
advocate for their clients who are the victim of
crimes.

X

SOC
487

X
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Students will recognize how mental health issues
impact those who are victims or offenders in the
criminal justice system.

SOC
470

6
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Students will be able to work with lawmakers to
advocate for changes to existing laws so victims
of crimes are protected from further
victimization.
Students will gain greater competence in working
with their chosen population.
Students will recognize what juvenile
delinquency entails, the research hypotheses of
causes of delinquency, and the policies implicated
in juvenile delinquency.
Students will identify major trends in criminal
and deviant behavior, their causes, policies and
laws related to the causes of deviant behavior,
including mental health laws, and the possible
mental health or legal treatments for deviant
behavior.
Students will detail the history of the prison and
penology system, its strengths and weaknesses,
and the reform it has undergone, both related to
the traditional penal system and the mental health
subsection.

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Students will detail the history of the community
corrections system, the levels of community
X
corrections that exist, and the reform necessary
within the community corrections system and the
mental health subsection within the community
corrections population.
Expand the table as necessary to include all student outcomes. Outcomes in this table are to be the same ones identified in the text.

7
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