
 

****************************************************************************** 

DRAFT MOTION 20190807_4-F(1): 

I move to authorize NSU to offer a graduate certificate in German: Germans-from-Russia 

Studies, as presented, including online. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs 

Consent 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  4 – F (1) 

DATE:  August 7-8, 2019 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT 

New Certificate: NSU Graduate Certificate in German: Germans-from-Russia 

Studies 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval  

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Northern State University (NSU) requests authorization to offer a Graduate Certificate in 

German: Germans-from Russia Studies. This certificate will be the academic companion 

to the newly opened South Dakota Germans-from-Russia Cultural Center at NSU. The 

certificate would allow students to gain practical knowledge of Germans-from-Russia 

history, culture, and language as well as acquire the skills necessary to interpret and 

translate written documents. 

 

The program requires the creation of three new courses.   

 

NSU requests authorization to offer the certificate online. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

NSU does not request new resources to offer the certificate.  

 

Board office staff recommends approval of the program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – New Certificate Request Form: NSU – Graduate Certificate in German: 

Germans-From-Russia Studies 

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Certificate 

  

 

Use this form to propose a certificate program at either the undergraduate or graduate level. A certificate program is 

a sequence, pattern, or group of academic credit courses that focus upon an area of specialized knowledge or 

information and develop a specific skill set. Certificate programs typically are a subset of the curriculum offered in 

degree programs, include previously approved courses, and involve 9-12 credit hours including prerequisites. In some 

cases, standards for licensure will state explicit requirements leading to certificate programs requiring more than 12 

credit hours (in such cases, exceptions to course or credit requirements must be justified and approved). The Board of 

Regents, Executive Director, and/or their designees may request additional information about the proposal. After the 

university President approves the proposal, submit a signed copy to the Executive Director through the system Chief 

Academic Officer. Only post the New Certificate Form to the university website for review by other universities after 

approval by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer. 

 

UNIVERSITY: NSU 

TITLE OF PROPOSED CERTIFICATE: 
Graduate Certificate in German: 

Germans-from-Russia Studies 

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Summer 2020  

PROPOSED CIP CODE: 160500 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: 
Languages, Literature, and 

Communication Studies 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: College of Arts and Sciences 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

  6/25/2019 

Institutional Approval Signature 

President or Chief Academic Officer of the University 

 Date 

 
 

 

1. Is this a graduate-level certificate or undergraduate-level certificate (place an “X” in the 

appropriate box)? 

 

Undergraduate Certificate  ☐ Graduate Certificate ☒ 

 

2. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed certificate? 

 

The purpose of the Graduate Certificate in German: Germans-from-Russia Studies is threefold: 

1) certificate holders will gain a practical knowledge of Germans-from-Russia history, culture, 

and language; 2) certificate holders will acquire the skills necessary to interpret and translate 

written documents (handwritten as well as printed) relating to Germans-from-Russia history, 

culture, and genealogy reliably and accurately; 3) certificate holders will demonstrate the 
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knowledge and skills necessary to carry out significant research projects relating to Germans-

from-Russia history, culture, and language, and thus contribute to the preservation of this 

heritage for succeeding generations. This certificate is intended as a stand-alone graduate-level 

certificate that can be completed on its own terms by  Any student with German language 

proficiency high enough for German courses at the graduate level.  

 

3. Provide a justification for the certificate program, including the potential benefits to 

students and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential.1 

The Graduate Certificate in German: Germans-from-Russia Studies program will be the 

academic companion to the newly opened South Dakota Germans-from-Russia Cultural Center 

at NSU. South Dakota has one of the highest percentages nationally of persons with German 

ancestry (over 40%), and Germans make up the largest ethnic group in the state.2 A majority of 

these German ancestors came to South Dakota from Russia. Preserving and cultivating the 

history of these settlers equates with preserving and cultivating the history of South Dakota. The 

graduates of the program will be trained directly in this endeavor. 

 

The skills taught in the Graduate Certificate in German: Germans-from-Russia Studies courses 

include translation of historical documents otherwise inaccessible to persons lacking 

sophisticated expertise in forms of German that are antiquated and often colored by dialect 

interference and code-switching, and also in the older writing systems used by German Russians 

well into the twentieth century, as well as research skills in interpreting and drawing conclusions 

from German-language primary documents. Individuals with these skills can apply them in a 

variety of settings that may or may not be directly related to Germans-from-Russia studies, 

including: historical archives, museums, educational settings, genealogical research and 

translation, historical writing, and library work. Because this certificate program furthers and 

deepens students’ knowledge of German, it will also attract German teachers seeking graduate 

credentials to strengthen their professional portfolio. 

 

Translation work generally is a growth industry with an 18% job outlook as reported by the US 

Bureau of Labor Statistics.3 The demand for individuals who can provide professional-quality 

translations from German into English is growing.4 There is also a significant demand for 

individuals who are able to translate documents written in the older handwriting styles used by 

Germans prior to WWII, Kurrentschrift and Sütterlinschrift, particularly among genealogical 

researchers. According to the ATA Chronicle (published by the American Translators 

Association), “Genealogical translation is a growing market niche” demanding historical 

knowledge and language competency, alongside skills directly targeted at deciphering old forms 

of handwriting.5 

 

4. Who is the intended audience for the certificate program (including but not limited to the 

majors/degree programs from which students are expected)? 

                                                           
1 For workforce related information, please provide data and examples; data sources may include but are not limited 

to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Regental system dashboards, etc. 
2 https://names.mongabay.com/ancestry/st-German.html 
3 https://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/interpreters-and-translators.htm 
4 https://www.evs-translations.com/blog/german-english-translation-services/; 

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/07/07/as-the-earth-feels-ever-smaller-demand-for-translators-and-interpreters-

skyrockets.html 
5 http://www.atanet.org/chronicle-online/featured/expanding-your-business-genealogical-

translation/#sthash.WODWQfay.dpbs 
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The primary requirement for students pursuing the Graduate Certificate in German: Germans-

from-Russia Studies is advanced-level reading skills in German. Students should have an earned 

baccalaureate degree and be prepared to undertake graduate-level research projects. It is expected 

that this program will attract: German teachers in need of graduate coursework to keep up with 

licensure requirements; genealogists; historians interested in South Dakota, German ancestry, 

and Germans-from-Russia history; archivists working with German-language documents; and 

persons working in related areas in museums, archives, translation, and independent scholars. 

 

5. List the courses required for completion of the certificate in the table below (if any new 

courses are proposed for the certificate, please attach the new course requests to this 

form):6 

 

Prefix Number Course Title 

(add or delete rows as needed) 
Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

GER 540 Germans-from-Russia History 3 Yes 

GER 550 Germans-from-Russia Documents 3 Yes 

GER 560 Germans-from-Russia Research 3 Yes 

  Subtotal 9  

The proposed Certificate program necessitates the creation of the above proposed new courses, 

which are currently unavailable in the regental system. 

 

The Germans-from-Russia Documents course focuses directly on deciphering, transcribing, and 

translating historical documents written in German (handwritten or printed). Students must be able 

to read unadulterated German independently in order to succeed in the program. As this is an 

online certificate, it will be marketed toward individuals who have either studied German, grown 

up speaking German, use German as a heritage language, teach German, or possess expertise in 

using German as a research language (historians, genealogists, archivists, librarians).The above 

table assumes a gradual roll-out of the Certificate Program with the GER 540 course being most 

attractive as an entry-level course. 

 

Through the creation and establishment of Northern State University’s South Dakota Germans-from-

Russia Cultural Center, the head librarian and German professor at Northern have collaborated with 

many leaders in the preservation of Germans-from-Russia culture in the state, regionally, and 

internationally. Northern will promote the certificate through engagement with professional listerves 

for German teachers around the United States, genealogy researchers, and professional translators.  

 

Estimated numbers of enrolled students are based on initial attraction to learning the history of 

Germans-from-Russia (GER 540), snowballed success from that course, and targeted marketing 

through professional listserves. Northern State University’s South Dakota Germans-from-Russia 

Cultural Center will also be a strong conduit for attracting students into this graduate certificate.  

 

6. Student Outcome and Demonstration of Individual Achievement.7 
 

                                                           
6 Regental system certificate programs typically are a subset of the curriculum offered in degree programs, include 

existing courses, and involve 9-12 credits for completion. Deviations from these guidelines require justification and 

approval. 
7 Board Policy 2:23 requires certificate programs to “have specifically defined student learning outcomes.” 
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A. What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, will all 

students demonstrate before graduation? The knowledge and competencies should be 

specific to the program and not routinely expected of all university graduates.  

 

 distinguish between the various historical groups of Germans-from-Russia in terms of 

their history and cultural identity 

 demonstrate an appreciation for Germans-from-Russia historical experience in light of 

the connections between this and German, Russian, US, and South Dakota history 

 accurately decipher Germans-from-Russia historical documents (letters, journals, 

certificates [marriage, birth, etc.]), church and government records, and other relevant 

documents written in old forms of printing (Fraktur) and handwriting (Kurrentschrift, 

Sütterlinschrift) in German/Germans-from-Russia dialect(s) 

 accurately translate Germans-from-Russia historical documents (letters, journals, 

certificates [marriage, birth, etc.]), church and government records, and other relevant 

documents written in old forms of printing (Fraktur) and handwriting (Kurrentschrift, 

Sütterlinschrift) in German/Germans-from-Russia dialect(s) into standard English 

 display proficient use of primary documents to execute meaningful research projects that 

document Germans-from-Russia historical experience in line with acceptable scholarly 

standards and thus aid in preserving this important cultural heritage for succeeding 

generations 

 

B. Complete Appendix A – Outcomes using the system form. Outcomes discussed below 

should be the same as those in Appendix A.   

See Appendix A: Germans-from-Russia Graduate Certificate Individual Student Outcomes and 

Program Courses 

 

7. Delivery Location.8 
 

A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver 

the entire program on campus, at any off campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, Capital 

University Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or deliver the entire 

program through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)? 
 

 Yes/No Intended Start Date 

On campus No Choose an item. Choose 

an item.  

 

 Yes/No If Yes, list location(s) Intended Start Date 

Off campus No  Choose an item. Choose 

an item.  

 

 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery methods9 Intended Start Date 

Distance Delivery 

(online/other distance 

delivery methods) 

Yes online/Internet asynchronous 

(015) 
Summer 2020

  

                                                           
8 The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a university 

to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery. 
9 Delivery methods are defined in AAC Guideline 5.5. 
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B. Complete the following chart to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver 

more than 50% but less than 100% of the certificate through distance learning (e.g., as 

an on-line program)? 10 

 

 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery methods Intended Start Date 

Distance Delivery 

(online/other distance 

delivery methods) 

No  Choose an item. Choose 

an item. 

 

 

  

                                                           
10  This question responds to HLC definitions for distance delivery. 
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List specific individual student outcomes—knowledge and competencies—in each row. Label 

each column with a course prefix and number. Indicate required courses with an asterisk (*). 

Indicate with an X the courses that will provide the student with an opportunity to acquire the 

knowledge or competency listed in the row. All students should acquire the program knowledge 

and competencies regardless of the electives selected. Modify the table as necessary to provide 

the requested information for the proposed program. 

 

 

 
 

Program Courses that Address the Outcomes

Individual Student Outcome
GER 

540*

GER 

550*

GER 

560*

Distinguish between the various historical groups of Germans-from-

Russia in terms of their history and cultural identity
X

Demonstrate an appreciation for Germans-from-Russia historical 

experience in light of the connections between this and German, Russian, 

US, and South Dakota history

X

Accurately decipher Germans-from-Russia historical documents (letters, 

journals, certificates [marriage, birth, etc.]), church and government 

records, and other relevant documents written in old forms of printing 

(Fraktur) and handwriting (Kurrentschrift, Sütterlinschrift) in 

German/Germans-from-Russia dialect(s)

X

Accurately translate Germans-from-Russia historical documents (letters, 

journals, certificates [marriage, birth, etc.]), church and government 

records, and other relevant documents written in old forms of printing 

(Fraktur) and handwriting (Kurrentschrift, Sütterlinschrift) in 

German/Germans-from-Russia dialect(s) into standard English

X X

Display proficient use of primary documents to execute meaningful 

research projects that document Germans-from-Russia historical 

experience in line with acceptable scholarly standards and thus aid in 

preserving this important cultural heritage for succeeding generations
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