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SUBJECT 

Intent to Plan: NSU BSEd in Social Science for Teachers 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval  

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Northern State University (NSU) requests permission to plan a Bachelor of Science (BS) 

major in Social Science for Teachers. The program will provide a path to teaching 

certification in multiple social science disciplines through one comprehensive major. 

Preparation would include course content options in history, geography, government, 

sociology, psychology, and/or economics. The degree is intended to aid small and rural 

schools with expectations of teachers providing instruction in multiple subjects. The US 

Department of Education recognizes social studies as an area with a shortage of qualified 

teachers in South Dakota.    

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

The proposed program is within NSU’s mission as presented in BOR Policy 1:10:6 and 

SDCL 13-59-1, including authorization for undergraduate programs in education. Black 

Hills State University offers a related program; due to teacher shortages in this field the 

addition of a related program would not detract from the existing program. NSU estimates 

graduating up to 10 students per year after full implementation. 

 

NSU is not requesting new state resources for the programs.  

 

Board office staff recommends approval of the intent to plan with the following conditions: 

 

1. The university will research existing curricula, consult with experts concerning 

the curriculum, and provide assurance in the proposal that the program is 

consistent with current national standards and with the needs of employers.  

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/1-10-6.pdf
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=13-59-1
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2. The proposal will define the specific knowledge, skills, and competencies to be 

acquired through the program, will outline how each will be obtained in the 

curriculum and will identify the specific measures to be used to determine 

whether individual students have attained the expected knowledge, skills, and 

competencies.  

 

3. The university will not request new state resources without Board permission, 

and the program proposal will identify the sources and amounts of all funds 

needed to operate the program and the impact of reallocations on existing 

programs.  
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Intent to Plan for a New Program 

  

 

Use this form to request authorization to plan a new baccalaureate major, associate degree program, or graduate 

program; formal approval or waiver of an Intent to Plan is required before a university may submit a related request 

for a new program. The Board of Regents, Executive Director, and/or their designees may request additional 

information. After the university President approves the Intent to Plan, submit a signed copy to the Executive Director 

through the system Chief Academic Officer. Only post the Intent to Plan to the university website for review by other 

universities after approval by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer. 

 

UNIVERSITY: NSU 

DEGREE(S) AND TITLE OF PROGRAM: BSEd – Social Science for Teachers 

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2019 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this intent to plan, 

that I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by 

university policy. 

 

  1/7/2019 

President (or Designee) of the University  Date 

 
 

 

1. What is the general nature/purpose of the proposed program? 

 

This program will provide a path to teaching certification in multiple social science disciplines 

through one comprehensive major. The degree will prepare graduates for teaching a wide range 

of social science courses in middle and high school, especially in smaller and rural schools where 

teachers are expected to be able to teach multiple subjects.     

 

Demand for this program would come primarily from traditional and non-traditional secondary 

education students currently majoring in history and minoring in geography, political science, 

economics, sociology, and/or psychology. This program would also allow students currently 

enrolled in BA programs in history, political science, and sociology to more easily move into 

a BSEd program. 

 

The program would consist of (1) a history core, (2) additional content courses in geography, 

American government, sociology/psychology, and/or economics, and (3) required pre-

professional and professional teaching courses.  The program will require no new courses. All 

the necessary professional education courses are offered regularly through the School of 

Education, and all of the content courses are regularly offered through the College of Arts and 

Sciences. 
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2. What is the need for the proposed program (e.g., Regental system need, institutional need, 

workforce need, etc.)? What is the expected demand for graduates nationally and in South 

Dakota (provide data and examples; data sources may include but are not limited to the 

South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Regental system 

dashboards, etc.)?  
 

The U.S. Department of Labor says that employment of high school teachers is projected to 

grow 6 percent from 2014 to 2024, about as fast as the average for all occupations. The U.S. 

Department of Education Office of Secondary Education report includes social studies as one 

of the areas in which South Dakota has a shortage of qualified teachers (U.S. Department of 

Education Office of Secondary Education, Teacher Shortages Nationwide, Web, 10/26/18, 

https://doe.sd.gov/oatq/documents/16Shortag.doc, p. 148). 

 

 

3. How would the proposed program benefit students? 

 

Our current history education program leads to direct certification only in history. Most South 

Dakota schools need teachers able to teach other social sciences as well, particularly geography, 

American government, sociology, psychology, and/or economics.  

 

Additionally, adding the comprehensive major will allow political science, sociology, 

economics, and psychology BA students to more easily move into a BSEd program without 

having to complete a full history major.  

 

For many years, Northern had a comprehensive social sciences major that gave students multiple 

subject certification that made them more attractive to school districts. Changes to certification 

requirements under No Child Left Behind made it difficult to continue the comprehensive major. 

When the South Dakota Department of Education no longer allowed the Praxis comprehensive 

social sciences exam to be used to prove “highly qualified” status, students had to take exams in 

each social science area where they wanted highly qualified status: six exams for complete 

certification. 

 

Now that SD certification requirements have been revised, we will be able to restore the 

program successfully. Having the broader social science credential will make students more 

marketable than will having the history credential alone. Also, when our students find history 

teaching jobs that require also the ability to teach in other social science disciplines, they find 

themselves not as well prepared for these additional assignments as they might be. While 

eventually they will add additional certification, this requires extra time and expense. It is 

usually better for them to have broader certification from the beginning. 

 

There is a great deal of overlap in the different social sciences.  There is an obvious overlap 

between teaching American history and American government.  There is also a very close 

relationship between history and economics.  Should students be required to take multiple 

praxis content exams, they will be well-prepared to pass exams in any of the content areas.   

 

The testing requirements are in flux.  ESSA gives the states flexibility in this area.  The rules 

scheduled to go into effect on July 1, 2019 indicate that passing the 5081 Praxis exam will be 

sufficient for comprehensive social science certification, though teachers will have to pass 

specific area content exams before they can teach AP classes in those areas.  Students coming 
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through our program will be prepared to pass the comprehensive exam and any additional area 

exams they need. 

 

4. How does the proposed program relate to the university’s mission as provided in South 

Dakota Statute and Board of Regents Policy, and to the current Board of Regents Strategic 

Plan 2014-2020?1 

 

BOR Policy 1:10:6 states that the legislature established Northern State University to meet the 

needs of the State, the region, and nation by providing undergraduate and graduate programs in 

education and other courses or programs as the Board of Regents may determine. (SDCL 13-59-

1).  

 

The proposed program contributes directly to BOR Strategic Plan Goal 2 (Academic Quality and 

Performance), Action Step 1 which calls for revising teacher preparation and educational 

leadership programs to better prepare professionals to work in standards-based schools that use 

the results of common assessments for student improvement. 

 

It also will contribute to Goal 3 (Workforce and Economic Development), Action Step 3 which 

calls for the development of academic programs and certificates that align with existing and 

future state workforce needs.  

 

5. Do any related programs exist at other public universities in South Dakota? If a related 

program already exists, explain the key differences between the existing programs and the 

proposed program, as well as the perceived need for adding the proposed new program. 

Would approval of the proposed new program create opportunities to collaborate with 

other South Dakota public universities?2  

 

Black Hills State and Northern were the only two public universities to offer the comprehensive 

social science for teachers major. BHSU continues to offer their comprehensive social sciences 

major (see below). The BHSU and NSU programs were always similar, and what we propose 

here is quite close to what BHSU offers.   

 

The two programs differ mostly in their upper-division history requirements. BHSU offers 

upper-division courses we do not, and we offer upper-division courses they do not.   

 

The proposed program differs from our current history education program and from other history 

education programs in that it provides students with broader certification.  It consists entirely of 

courses already taught in regular rotation at NSU and often taken already by the history education 

majors who either see the value of these courses to history education or who know they will 

eventually seek broader preparation. 

 

There is a shortage of secondary social studies teachers (see the U.S. Department of Education 

information on Teacher Shortages cited above), and since BHSU attracts mostly students who 

                                                           
1 South Dakota statutes regarding university mission are located in SDCL 13-57 through 13-60; Board of Regents 

policies regarding university mission are located in Board Policies 1:10:1 through 1:10:6. The Strategic Plan 2014-

2020 is available from https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/Documents/2014/October/16_BOR1014.pdf. 
2 Lists of existing system programs are available through university websites and the RIS Reporting: Academic 

Reports database available from http://apps.sdbor.edu/ris-reporting/AcademicProgramReports.htm. 
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want to teach West River while NSU attracts mostly students who want to teach East River, the 

two programs should complement each other.  Through our Rural Student Teacher project, 

Northern has placed teacher candidates at small schools ranging from Bowdle to Miller to 

Castlewood—twenty two schools, all East River.  Please see also the support letters from area 

administrators noting the need for more teachers with broader social science training.   

 

6. Do related programs exist at public colleges and universities in Minnesota, North Dakota, 

Montana, and/or Wyoming? If a related program exists, enter the name of the institution and 

the title of the program; if no related program exists, enter “None” for that state. Add additional 

lines if there are more than two such programs in a state listed.3 

 

 Institution Program Title 

Minnesota U. of Minnesota Morris B.A. Social Sciences (interdisciplinary major used 

to support comprehensive teacher certification).  

 U. of Minnesota Social Studies Certification part of a five year 

program leading to an M.A. 

 Winona State  B.T. (Bachelors of Teaching) degree in History 

and Social Sciences Education 

North Dakota NDSU B.A./B.S. Social Science Education 

   

   

Montana University of Montana B.A. Social Studies Broadfield  

   

   

Wyoming University of Wyoming B.A. Social Studies Education with concurrent 

major in History, Geography, or Political Sciences 

   

   

 

 

7. Are students enrolling in this program expected to be new to the university or redirected 

from other existing programs at the university?  

 

Initially, most students in the program will be adding the Social Science Education major to an 

existing NSU history or political science major or, in some instances, choosing the 

comprehensive major instead of our history education major. Long term, we will attract 

additional students to NSU. Justin Bartel, the professional advisor for the history majors, notes 

that, in talking to prospective students, the hope that we will gain approval for the comprehensive 

social studies major has already made a difference in attracting students to campus. Having the 

program actually on the books should work well for us.  

 

Adding the comprehensive major won’t likely lead to the elimination of the history education 

option.  Students who start in the History BA program and later decide on picking up education 

certification will probably opt for the History BSED. When we did offer both the history and 

                                                           
3 This question addresses opportunities available through Minnesota Reciprocity and WICHE programs such as the 

Western Undergraduate Exchange and Western Regional Graduate Program in adjacent states. List only programs at 

the same degree level as the proposed program. For example, if the proposed program is a baccalaureate major, then 

list only related baccalaureate majors in the other states and do not include associate or graduate programs.    
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comprehensive options, students often chose to follow both paths: looks a bit more impressive 

on the resume and does indicate a somewhat more thorough preparation. Since there is 

considerable overlap between the History BSED and the proposed Social Science BSEd, this is 

a feasible double major. 

 

It is very likely that other NSU programs will be helped by the additional option. By adding to 

the number of secondary teachers with NSU connections, we create better ties with local 

communities and prospective students.   

 

8. What are the university’s expectations/estimates for enrollment in the program through 

the first five years? What are the university’s expectations/estimates for the annual 

number of graduates from the program after the first five years? Provide an explanation 

of the methodology the university used in developing these estimates. 

 

Once the program is in place, there will probably be around 20 students in the major and 5-6 

graduates each year right away. From 2000 to 2009 (when the program began to be phased out), 

Social Science for Teachers numbers ranged from 19-29 students in any given semester. Twenty 

students is on the low end of historical averages for the program.  Once the program is restored, 

we expect to have 25 students in the program at any given time and at least 35 graduates in any 

five-year reporting period. 

 

Numbers could be considerably higher, and the program should be able to be consistently above 

the “low enrollment” threshold.  Since the program is composed entirely of courses already 

offered (and that never fail to meet the 7/10 rule) there will certainly be no low-enrollment 

courses.   

 

The comprehensive social studies major is directly related to the legislatures’ explicit directive 

for the University: 

 

The primary purpose of Northern State University, at Aberdeen in Brown County, and Black 

Hills State University, at Spearfish in Lawrence County, is the preparation of elementary and 

secondary teachers, and a secondary purpose is to offer preprofessional, one-year and two-

year terminal and junior college programs. Four-year degrees other than in education and 

graduate work may be authorized by the Board of Regents (SDCL 39-59-1). 

 

Programs like the comprehensive major are important to this mission. 

 

9. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university intends to seek authorization to 

deliver the entire program on campus, at any off campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, 

Capital University Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or deliver the 

entire program through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)?4 

 

 Yes/No Intended Start Date 

On campus Yes Choose an 

item. 2019

  

                                                           
4 The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) and Board of Regents policy requires approval for a university to offer 

programs off-campus and through distance delivery. 
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 Yes/No If Yes, list location(s) Intended Start Date 

Off campus No  Choose an item. Choose 

an item.  

 

 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery methods5 Intended Start Date 

Distance Delivery 

(online/other distance 

delivery methods) 

No  Choose an item. Choose 

an item.  

 

10. What are the university’s plans for obtaining the resources needed to implement the 

program? Indicate “yes” or “no” in the columns below. 

 

 Development/

Start-up 

Long-term 

Operation 

Reallocate existing resources No No 

Apply for external resources6 No No 

Ask Board to seek new State resources7 No No 

Ask Board to approve a new or increased student fee No No 

 

11. Curriculum Example: Provide (as Appendix A) the curriculum of a similar program at 

another college or university. The Appendix should include required and elective courses in 

the program. Catalog pages or web materials are acceptable for inclusion. Identify the college 

or university and explain why the selected program is a model for the program under 

development. 

 

See Black Hills State requirements listed below.   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 Delivery methods are defined in AAC Guideline 5.5. 
6 If checking this box, please provide examples of the external funding sites identified 
7 Note that requesting the Board to seek new State resources may require additional planning and is dependent upon 

the Board taking action to make the funding request part of their budget priorities. Universities intending to ask the 

Board for new State resources for a program should contact the Board office prior to submitting the intent to plan.    
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APPENDIX A: BLACK HILLS STATE SOCIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS MAJOR 

 

[Chosen as a model since BHS program is designed to blend with SD BOR General Education 

Requirements and South Dakota Department of Education Certification Requirements] 

 

 

 

 

  

Required Core - 55 semester hours 

 

 GEOG - 300/400 level Elective - 3 semester hours 

 HIST - 300/400 level U.S. History Elective - 3 semester 

hours 

 ECON 201 - Principles of Microeconomics 

 ECON 202 - Principles of Macroeconomics 

 GEOG 101 - Introduction to Geography 

 or  

 GEOG 210 - World Regional Geography 

 HIST 121 - Western Civilization I 

 HIST 151 - United States History I 

 HIST 152 - United States History II 

 HIST 327 - European History 1500 / 1815 

 HIST 328 - European History since 1815 

 HIST 476 - History of South Dakota 

 HIST 480 - Historical Methods & Historiography 

 or  

 SS 350 - Introduction to Research Methods 

 POLS 100 - American Government 

 POLS 250 - World Politics 

 PSYC 305 - Learning & Conditioning 

 PSYC 305L - Learning & Conditioning Laboratory 

 SEED 415 - 7-12 Social Science Methods 

 SOC 100 - Introduction to Sociology 

 SOC 150 - Social Problems 

 

Pre-Professional Teaching Core - 21 semester hours 

 

 EDFN 295 - Practicum: Pre-Admission 

 EDFN 338 - Foundations of American Education 

 EDFN 475 - Human Relations 

 EPSY 302 - Educational Psychology 

 INED 411 - South Dakota Indian Studies 

 PSYC 101 - General Psychology 

 PSYC 422 - Psychology of Adolescence 

 SPED 405 - Educating Secondary Students with 

Disabilities 

Professional K-12 Teaching Core - 24 semester hours 

 

 EDFN 365 - Computer-Based Technology & Learning 

 MLED 480 - Middle Level Methods 

 SEED 408 - Professional Teacher-Secondary Only 

 SEED 450 - 7-12 Teaching Reading in the Content Area 

 SEED 488 - 7-12 Student Teaching 

 SEED 495 - Practicum 

Gen Ed Requirements - 31 semester hours 
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 APPENDIX B:  PROPOSED NSU SOCIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS MAJOR (BSED)  

 

Proposed Social Science for Teachers Major 

 

No grade below a C will be accepted in a course taken to fulfill the Social Science for Teachers 

requirements. Students must maintain a 2.7 cumulative grade point average in the major to meet 

graduation requirements. 

 

Social Science Content Requirements 
 

Lower Division Requirements (26 credits) 

ECON 201 Microeconomics or ECON 202 Macroeconomics (3 credits) 

GEOG 210, World Regional Geography (3 credits) 

HIST 121, Western Civilization I (3 credits) 

HIST 122, Western Civilization II (3 credits) 

HIST 151, U.S. History I (3 credits) 

HIST 152, U.S. History II (3 credits) 

IDL 190, Freshman Seminar (1-3 credits) 

POLS 100, American Government (3 credits)  

PSYC 101, General Psychology or SOC 100, Introduction to Sociology (3 credits) 

 

Upper Division Requirements (30 credits) 

 

Two 300-400 level U.S. History courses (6 credits) 

Two 300-400 level European History courses (6 credits)  

Two 300-400 level Political Science Courses (6 credits) 

Two 300-400 level Geography Courses (6 credits) 

Two additional 300-400 level HIST, POLS or GEOG courses (6 credits)  

 

TOTAL CREDITS FOR MAJOR       54-56 credits 

 

Pre-Professional Teaching Core 
 EDFN 102, Intro to Education (3 credits) 

 EDFN 475, Human Relations (3 credits) 

 EPSY 302, Educational Psychology (3 credits) 

 EPSY 428, Child and Adolescent Development (3 credits) 

INED 411, South Dakota Indian Studies (3 credits) 

  

Total:  15 credits 
 

Professional K-12 Teaching Core 
EDER 415, Educational Assessment (2 credits) 

EDFN 440, Classroom Management (2 credits) 

EDFN 442, Diverse Needs (2 credits) 

ELRN 385, Educational Technology and Distance Teaching (3 credits) 

 SEED 392, Topics (1 credit) 

SEED 400, Curriculum & Instruction Middle/Secondary School (3 credits) 

SEED 450, 7-12 Reading and Content Literacy (2 credits) 
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 SEED 488, 7-12 Student Teaching (8 credits) 

 SEED 496, Field Experience (1 credit) 

SPED 485, Special Education Law (2 credits) 

 

Total:  26 credits 

 

 

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS   41 credits 

 

TOTAL CREDITS FOR MAJOR AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 95-97 credits 

 

*At least 12 of the above credits can be counted toward general education requirements, so 

students should be able to complete general education, major, and professional requirements 

within the system-mandated 120 credits. 
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