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I move to approve NSU’s new program proposal for a minor in Chinese and online delivery 

of the minor as presented. 
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****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT 

New Minor: NSU Minor in Chinese 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval  

BOR Policy 2:12 – Distance Education 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Northern State University (NSU) requests authorization to offer a baccalaureate minor in 

Chinese. The minor is designed to appeal to students interested in language skills in an area 

of growing demand, including students interested in teaching, international business, 

government positions, and Chinese study abroad options. NSU offers majors and minors 

in two other foreign languages (Spanish and German). More specifically, NSU is home to 

a Chinese Cultural Center featuring a book collection, costume and jewelry exhibit, and art 

exhibits related to China. The minor will provide students with a needed language skill and 

provide NSU with greater exposure of their Chinese related programming. 
 

The minor consists of 20 credit hours. Most system minors are 18 credit hours; however, 

Chinese 101 and 102 (introductory language course) are both 4 credit hour courses and 

minors with a foreign-language component typically consist of 20 credit hours. 
 

NSU requests authorization to offer the minor on campus and online. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

NSU projects 13 graduates per year with the minor after full implementation. NSU does 

not request any new resources to offer the minor. The minor requires two new courses to 

implement (Advanced Chinese I and II). No other Regental institution currently offers a 

minor in Chinese on campus or online. 
 

Board office staff recommend approval of the minor. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – New Program Request Form: NSU – Minor in Chinese 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-12.pdf


 

  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Baccalaureate Degree Minor 

  

 

 

UNIVERSITY: NSU 

TITLE OF PROPOSED MINOR: Chinese Minor 

DEGREE(S) IN WHICH MINOR MAY BE 

EARNED: 

Any 

EXISTING RELATED MAJORS OR MINORS:  

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: 8/20/2018 

PROPOSED CIP CODE: 16.0301 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: Languages, Literature and 

Communication Studies 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: College of Arts and Sciences 

 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe 

it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 

 

  3/29/2018 

President of the University or Designee  Date 

 
 

 

 

1.  Do you have a major in this field (place an “X” in the appropriate box)? 
 

 

 

2. If you do not have a major in this field, explain how the proposed minor relates to your university 

mission. 

The minor in Chinese opens up opportunities for multicultural learning that have been increasingly 

valued in educational settings over the past ten years1 and thus strongly contributes to NSU’s mission 

                                                           
1 Milner, H. Richard, IV. Diversity and Education: Teachers, Teaching, and Teacher Education. Springfield, Ill.: Charles 

C. Thomas, Pub, 2009; Breidbach, Stephan, Daniela Elsner, and Andrea Young, eds. Language Awareness in Teacher 

Education: Cultural-Political and Social-Educational Perspectives. Mehrsprachigkeit in Schule Und Unterricht, Bd. 13. 

Frankfurt Am Main: Peter Lang, 2011. Lili Liang and Dorothy Missingham. “Celebrating Multicultural Education and 

Promoting Linguistic and Cultural Diversity Through the Work of the Multicultural Education Committee.” In Excellence 

in Scholarship: Transcending Transdisciplinarity in Teacher Education. Alagumalai, Sivakumar, Stephanie Burley, and 

John P Keeves, eds. Rotterdam: SensePublishers, 2013. Desjardins, Michel Robert, and Joanne Benham Rennick. The 

World Is My Classroom: International Learning and Canadian Higher Education. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

2013. 

☐  ☒ 

Yes  No 
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of “the preparation of elementary and secondary teachers” as set out in SDCL 13-59-1. The minor in 

Chinese will support students’ attainment of an elementary or secondary teaching endorsement in 

Chinese, per South Dakota Department of Education requirements: 

http://doe.sd.gov/certification/documents/Elem-Chinese.pdf 

http://doe.sd.gov/certification/documents/Sec-Chinese.pdf 

 

Furthermore, by increasing opportunities for advanced language study, the minor in Chinese 

advances “the pursuit of excellence in the liberal arts,” one of NSU’s institutional purposes, which 

supports the Board of Regents adopted NSU Mission (http://www.northern.edu/about/office-

president/mission). 

 

3. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed minor? 

 

The minor program consists of three years of Chinese language study, up to the advanced level. 

 

The minor program will increase the visibility of the Chinese language offerings at NSU, thus 

increasing course enrollments. Completion of a formal minor increases students’ perceived value of 

extended language study by providing a specific goal for students to work towards and making it easier 

for students to market themselves to potential employers who desire language ability. 

 

In addition, NSU’s Chinese language offerings are an important distinguishing feature for NSU. They 

are an excellent selling point to potential undergraduates, thus aiding in recruitment efforts. 

 

4. How will the proposed minor benefit students?  

 

Students who have completed the minor’s required three years in Chinese language will be prepared 

to take the HSK Chinese Proficiency Test (the Chinese TOEFL) at level 5. HSK level 5 qualifies 

students to study abroad at Chinese universities and participate in summer programs. It also qualifies 

them for Confucius Institute scholarships and job opportunities.2  

 

A growing body of research also correlates foreign language study with higher academic performance 

across all disciplines. Students who take foreign languages such as Chinese do better in math, science, 

history, and even English. Studies suggest that learning a foreign language improves memory, 

attention, multi-tasking, and listening, among many other cognitive benefits.3 

 

5. Describe the workforce demand for graduates in related fields, including national demand and 

demand within South Dakota.  

 

As researchers have noted, demand for language skills in any job market is spread across almost all 

fields and skill levels. Thus it is not possible to use standard data sources such as the state Department 

of Labor, US Bureau of Labor Statistics, or Regental system dashboards to isolate and document 

                                                           
2 http://www.chinesetest.cn/gosign.do?id=1&lid=0#  
3 Krizman, Jennifer, Jessica Slater, Erika Skoe, Viorica Marian, and Nina Kraus. "Neural Processing of Speech in Children 

Is Influenced by Extent of Bilingual Experience." Neuroscience Letters 585 (2015): 48-53; Morales, Julia, Alejandra Calvo, 

and Ellen Bialystok. "Working Memory Development in Monolingual and Bilingual Children." Journal of Experimental 

Child Psychology 114, no. 2 (2013): 187-202; Francis, Norbert. Bilingual Competence and Bilingual Proficiency in Child 

Development. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 2012. 
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evidence for demand specifically for Chinese language. However, one study using a third-party 

analytical tool (a paid service) concluded that between 2010 and 2015 the number of online U.S. job 

listings for workers with foreign language skills went from 239,267 to 627,782. Among the languages 

desired, Chinese was at the top of the list: “Employers posted more than three times more jobs for 

Chinese speakers in 2015 than they had just five years earlier.”4 

 

The level of proficiency provided by three years of language study corresponds well to the job 

requirements posted by government offices and major corporations which do not demand “native 

fluency,” but instead “professional level fluency.” The third year (advanced) Chinese course will 

include business and economics-related vocabulary as well as training in how to navigate common 

business situations such as meetings, interviews, etc… Chinese minor students may not have native 

level Chinese, but they will be well prepared for work as sales representatives, language analysts, 

import/export operations managers, and in many more positions.5 Such jobs exist in almost every 

market segment.6 

 

6. Provide estimated enrollments and completions in the table below and explain the methodology 

used in developing the estimates (replace “XX” in the table with the appropriate year). 

 

 Fiscal Years* 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimates FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 

Students enrolled in the minor (fall) 8 13 23 23 

Completions by graduates 3 3 13 13 
*Do not include current fiscal year. 

 

Methodology, face-to-face: Over the past three years, NSU has averaged 11 students in each CHIN 

101 class, 4 students in each 102 class, and 3 students in each 201 class. These numbers fluctuate from 

semester to semester, but trend upward. Estimating conservatively, we should have a minimum of 3 

students per year at NSU who will continue into 301/302 and complete the minor. 

 

Methodology, online: Over the past two years, online enrollments have been relatively weak, with an 

average of 3 students in CHIN 101 and 1 in 102. However, fall 2017 has given us our largest online 

101 course yet, with 6 students. In 2017 the CI is pursuing a new print and social media advertising 

campaign for online courses so we can expect this number to increase in the coming years.  

 

  

                                                           
4 http://www.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/NAE_Bilingual_V8.pdf: 1, 2, 5, 9. 
5 While specific job postings change constantly and cannot be cited with any reliability, representative samples can be 

found by searching at https://jobs.apple.com/us/search?#&t=0&sb=req_open_dt&so=1&lo=0*USA&pN=0, 

https://www.amazon.jobs/, https://www.fbijobs.gov/career-paths/language-analysts  
6 See the following additional perspectives on the value of foreign language (especially Chinese) proficiency as a 

supplement in many occupational categories: http://money.cnn.com/2013/10/30/news/economy/job-skills-foreign-language/ 

; http://www.ibtimes.com/foreign-language-skills-provide-sharp-edge-job-market-258085 ; 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2012-11-26/classified/chi-bilingual-jobs-20121126_1_foreign-language-foreign-

language-fastest-growing-language ;  
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7. What is the rationale for the curriculum? Demonstrate/provide evidence that the curriculum is 

consistent with current national standards.  

 

The curriculum is designed to be straightforward and convenient for students. It is comparable to other 

foreign language minors at NSU and matches the programs offered at many universities across the 

U.S.7  
 

8.   Complete the tables below. Explain any exceptions to Board policy requested. 

 

A. Distribution of Credit Hours 

 

Chinese Minor 

 
Credit Hours Percent 

Requirements in minor 20 100% 

Electives in minor 0 0% 

   

Total 20 100% 

 

 

The total credit hours adds up to 20 instead of 18 because the first year introductory classes are 4 units 

each, not 3 units. The total number of courses is 6.  

 

Per NSU Languages, Literature, and Communication Studies Department policy, a student entering the 

program with previous language experience or preparation may waive entry-level courses to accommodate 

their skill and ability, based on the outcome of a placement exam. 

 

B. Required Courses in the Minor 

 

Prefix Number Course Title 

(add or delete rows as needed) 
Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

CHIN 101 Introductory Chinese I 4 No 

CHIN 102 Introductory Chinese II 4 No 

CHIN 201 Intermediate Chinese I 3 No 

CHIN 202 Intermediate Chinese II 3 No 

CHIN 301 Advanced Chinese I 3 Yes 

CHIN 302 Advanced Chinese II 3 Yes 

  Subtotal 20  

 

                                                           
7 For some examples, see http://eas.arizona.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-minors; 

https://modlangs.gatech.edu/degrees/minors-language-studies; 

http://linguistics.sdsu.edu/languages_and_esl/chinese/minor.html; while there are no geographically nearby Chinese 

programs for comparison, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln has a Japanese minor with very similar requirements, albeit 

they have far more electives to choose from: https://catalog.unl.edu/undergraduate/arts-sciences/japanese-minor/#minortext.  
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9. Elective Courses in the Minor: List courses available as electives in the program. Indicate any 

proposed new courses added specifically for the minor. 
 

Prefix Number Course Title 

(add or delete rows as needed) 
Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

    Choose an 

item. 

    Choose an 

item. 

    Choose an 

item. 

    Choose an 

item. 

  Subtotal 0  

 

 

 

10. What are the learning outcomes expected for all students who complete the minor? How will 

students achieve these outcomes? 

 

Each course in the series builds on the courses before it. At the end of the third year all students will 

accomplish the following. 

 

*Master the basic rules of pinyin and dictionary use. 

*Differentiate the four tones and read tones correctly. 

*Master 2,500 commonly used Chinese words and related grammar patterns. 

*Read and write 500 Chinese characters with the correct stroke order. 

*Recognize basic conversation pertaining to a wide range of topics and situations in daily life. 

*Communicate with others on general topics in social settings. Participate in simple discussions. 

*Write notes, diaries and correspondence in correct sentences. Explain familiar topics using 

paragraphs. 

*Master vocabulary and practices related to traveling and studying in China. 

*Master vocabulary and practices related to conducting business in China.  

*Practice simple social etiquette and customs from China. 

*Describe the social structure and interpersonal relationships in China. 

*Experience cultural diversity and inter-cultural dynamics. 

*Read Chinese newspapers and magazines and enjoy Chinese films and plays. 

*Give a full-length speech in Chinese. 

 

 

11. What instructional approaches and technologies will instructors use to teach courses in the 

minor?  
 

Courses will be taught in ways that maximize student engagement. Instructors will make use of the 

SDBOR’s learning management software and multi-media systems to deliver content and foster active and 

collaborative learning. 
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Online courses will use the SDBOR’s existing learning management and video/audio capture software. No 

new software or hardware will be necessary. 

 

Face-to-face courses at NSU will also make aggressive use of the new Chinese Cultural Center at the NSU 

Beulah Williams Library. The Center’s textual and visual works can be used to enhance lectures and also 

as sources for student activities and writing assignments. 

 

12. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university intends to seek authorization to deliver 

the entire minor at any off-campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, Capital University Center, 

Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or intends to seek authorization to deliver the entire 

minor through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)?8 

 

 
Yes/No 

If Yes, list location(s), including the physical 

address 

Intended 

Start Date 

Off-campus No  Click here to 

enter a date. 

 

 

 
Yes/No 

If Yes, identify delivery methods Intended 

Start Date 

Distance 

Delivery Yes 

Online courses will use NSU’s existing 

learning management and video/audio capture 

software. 

8/20/2018 

 

 

13. Does the University request any exceptions to any Board policy for this minor? Explain any 

requests for exceptions to Board Policy.  
 

NSU is not requesting exceptions to Board policy. However, NSU does request an exception to AAC 

Guideline 2.8 and the threshold for eighteen credit hours for a minor. The total credit hours for the 

minor add up to 20 instead of 18 because the first year introductory classes are 4 units each, not 3 

units.  

 

 

14. Cost, Budget, and Resources: Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and continuing 

investments in personnel, professional development, release time, time redirected from other 

assignments, instructional technology & software, other operations and maintenance, facilities, 

etc., needed to implement the proposed minor.  
 

None. 

 

  

                                                           
8 The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a university to 

offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery. 
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15. New Course Approval: New courses required to implement the new minor may receive approval 

in conjunction with program approval or receive approval separately. Please check the 

appropriate statement (place an “X” in the appropriate box). 

 

☒ YES,  

The university is seeking approval of new courses related to the proposed program in 

conjunction with program approval. All New Course Request forms are included as Appendix 

C and match those described in section 7. 

 

☐ NO,  

The university is not seeking approval of all new courses related to the proposed program in 

conjunction with program approval; the institution will submit new course approval requests 

separately or at a later date in accordance with Academic Affairs Guidelines. 
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