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SUBJECT 

College Application Week Matriculation 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

None 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

In November 2014, South Dakota joined the American College Application Campaign and 

piloted South Dakota College Application Week at nine high schools. Since then, the 

program has grown every year with 80 schools invited to participate in the 2017 campaign. 

Participating schools are identified through a variety of metrics including historic college 

going rates; free/reduced lunch population; American Indian population; and participation 

in college preparatory programs like GEAR UP, TRIO, and South Dakota Jump Start. 

 

The Board received an initial matriculation report on the first two cohorts at the March 

2017 meeting. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 Since the Board of Regents began coordinating this program in 2014, the number 

of participating high schools has grown steadily every year from 9 high schools 

during the pilot year to 80 schools participating during the 2017 campaign. 

 Participating high schools have consistently seen a number of their students 

matriculating to Regental institutions or other in-state institutions. 

o 2014 – 234 students submitted 405 applications to Regental institutions 

resulting in 73 students enrolling at a Regental institution in the first six 

months following graduation, and an addition 56 students enrolling at other 

postsecondary institutions. 

o 2015 – 385 students submitted 895 applications resulting in 141 students 

enrolling at a Regental institutions within six months of graduation, and 

with an additional 176 enrolling at other postsecondary institutions. 

o 2016 – 354 students submitted 800 applications to regental institutions. 230 

students from participating high schools enrolled at a Regental institution 
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with an additional 154 enrolling at other postsecondary institutions within 

South Dakota. 

 High schools participating since the pilot year of the program have seen significant 

gains in postsecondary matriculation, increasing from 40.9% prior to 

implementation to 45% after three years. 

 While matriculation rates for students from Tribal or BIE schools continue to be 

significantly lower than other students, the percentage of students enrolling in 

postsecondary education has increased from 27.1% to 32.5%. 

 That there is no longer recruitment for the Jump Start program likely had an impact 

on the rate of matriculation to Regental institutions for the most recent cohort. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – College Application Week Matriculation Report 

 



 

 

 

 *** Special Data Analysis *** 
 

 College Application  

Week Matriculation 
 

 
 

South Dakota joined the American College Application Campaign in 2014, piloting South 

Dakota College Application Week at nine high schools.  The program has since grown to 

include nearly 80 schools.  This report provides an in-depth look at student matriculation 

for the first three cohorts.  

 

 

The American College Application Campaign (ACAC) is a national effort to increase the 

number of students from underrepresented and underserved populations pursing a postsecondary 

education. The program helps students navigate the often confusing and complex college 

admissions process and encourages them to apply to at least one postsecondary institution. The 

first College Application Day was held at a GEAR UP high school in North Carolina in 2005 and 

has since grown to an estimated 5,000 high schools nationwide. South Dakota joined the ACAC 

in the fall of 2014, piloting South Dakota College Application Week at nine schools. The expanded 

pilot in 2015 included 20 schools, and in the third year has grown to include nearly 40 South 

Dakota high schools. The initial pilot was coordinated through the staff of the College Access 

Challenge Grant (CACG) program. After the CACG program was discontinued by the U.S. 

Department of Education, the Board of Regents central office took over coordination of the 

program. 

 

During the designated week, graduating seniors at participating high schools are granted 

the opportunity to apply to up to three Regental institutions and other partner institutions at no 

cost. Over the course of the week, students participate in a variety of activities culminating in their 

applying to college. Schools are free to determine their own programming during the week with 

some schools putting together panels of teachers and staff to speak with students about their college 

experience and answer any questions students may have. Other activities include completion of a 

college decision map, scholarship essay practice, interest inventories on SDMyLife, and speaking 

with admissions representatives at college fairs prior to the application week. 

 

Participating schools are identified using historic matriculation trends. Those schools with 

historically low rates of college-going are of greatest emphasis as well as schools with high 

populations of students from underrepresented and underserved backgrounds including 

racial/ethnic minorities, first-generation, and low-income. Schools identified as Tribal/BIE 

schools, GEAR UP schools, TRIO schools, or Jump Start target schools have comprised the 

majority of participating high schools in the first years of the program with rural districts becoming 

another target group for the 2017 campaign. The respective staffs of GEAR UP, TRIO Upward 

Bound, and the Jump Start access advisors have served as valuable partners in working with school 

counselors and students in the development of College Application Week programming. 
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 During the pilot College Application Week in 2014, 234 students submitted 405 

applications to Regental institutions resulting in 73 students enrolling at a Regental institution in 

the first six months following graduation, and an addition 56 students enrolling at other 

postsecondary institutions. Over the course of the expanded pilot in 2015, 385 students submitted 

895 applications resulting in 141 students enrolling at a Regental institutions within six months of 

graduation, and with an additional 176 enrolling at other postsecondary institutions resulting in 

just over 82% of participating students matriculating to postsecondary within 6 months of 

graduation. During the 2016 campaign, 354 students submitted 800 applications to regental 

institutions. 230 students from participating high schools enrolled at a Regental institution with an 

additional 154 enrolling at other postsecondary institutions within South Dakota.  

 Three after the initial implementation high schools who have been participating since the 

pilot year have seen significant gains in postsecondary matriculation going from a 40.9% 

matriculation rate to 45%. Those same schools have seen the percentage of students staying in-

state for postsecondary increase from 32.7% to 34.5%, and an increase from 16.5% to 19.2% for 

students enrolling at Regental institutions. Kadoka High School went from 18.2% of their students 

enrolling at Regental institutions to 39.1%. 

For those Tribal/BIE schools participating in the program, the percentage of students 

enrolling at a postsecondary institution within six months of graduating from high school increased 

from 27.1% to 32.6%. Pine Ridge High School saw their matriculation rate increase from 31.8% 

to 37.9% since implementation. Crazy Horse High School saw their matriculation rate increase 

from 11.1% to 21.4% with all of those students remaining in the state of South Dakota for 

postsecondary. Red Cloud, a school which has a higher than average matriculation rate for a school 

serving a tribal community but tends to send their students out of state for postsecondary, saw a 

Regental matriculation rate increase from 17.9% to 26.2% 

 Those schools that have seen lower rates of success with the implementation of the program 

are schools that have experienced high turnover rates for school counselors with different school 

counselors serving as site coordinators every year since the program began. Many are also schools 

that formerly received significant support from the College Access Challenge Grant program and 

its staff. More established, long-serving school counselors have seen much greater success rates 

than those school counselors who are new to a school or are new to the field. That there was no 

new cohort of the Jump Start program to recruit for also likely had an impact in the number of 

students matriculating to Regental institutions.  
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