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SUBJECT: Proactive Admissions Update 

 

Since Fall 2016, BOR central office staff have been engaged in discussions with the South 

Dakota Department of Education (SDDOE) to design a proactive admissions program.  Proactive 

admissions decisions will be made using SBAC and ACT scores as available through Infinite 

Campus.  During their August 2017 meeting, the Board approved the second reading of the updated 

admissions policy to provide the policy framework that would allow for the admission of high 

school students just based on their performance on the Smarter Balanced assessment test 

administered to all South Dakota students at the conclusion of the eleventh grade.  Data agreements 

between SDBOR and SDDOE as well as those between SDDOE and school districts have been 

updated to be able to utilize the necessary data fields, and parents will have the option to “opt-out” 

on Infinite Campus if they do not want their student’s information shared for these purposes. 

Proactive admissions letters (see Attachment I) will be mailed at the beginning of September with 

an application deadline of December 1 to allow students and their families time to make an 

informed decision. It is important to note that proactive admission provides guaranteed general 

acceptance, but students will still need to meet any additional requirements for specific programs. 

Those students enrolled at high schools participating in College Application Week will be eligible 

for a fee waiver during the designated week, while those students at other districts will still need 

to pay the application fees.  The website (see Attachment II) is live with links to quick facts pages 

for each institution that were designed with input from admissions staff. 

 

 

 

http://sdmylife.com/accepted


 

Student name 
Address 

City, State Zip 

 

 

 

Dear student,  

 

Congratulations! You’re starting your senior year. As if that weren’t exciting 

enough, you have already been accepted to each of South Dakota's public 

universities and technical institutes listed down the side of this letter. 

 

What does this mean? South Dakota’s public postsecondary schools now use 

student performance on the Smarter Balanced test and the ACT to determine 

automatic eligibility for admission. Your score of Level 3 or 4 on the English 

language arts and math portions of the 11th grade Smarter Balanced test and/or 

your ACT composite score of 18 or higher (note: South Dakota School of Mines & 

Technology requires 18 in English; 20 in math) have earned you guaranteed 

general acceptance into the South Dakota public university or technical institute 

of your choice.  

 

Wondering what to do next? Visit http:/sdmylife.com/accepted (as in, “I’m in!”) to 

learn more about each school and how to apply. You must complete your 

application for admission, pay the application fee, and submit your official high 

school transcript by Dec. 1, 2017, in order to take advantage of your guaranteed 

acceptance. After Dec. 1, you may still apply, but your acceptance would no 

longer be guaranteed. You must also graduate high school this school year.  

 

College Application Week is Oct. 30-Nov. 3, 2017. Ask your school counselor or 

principal if your high school is participating in this special week, during which 

application fees are waived!  

 

Please note that this is a general admission acceptance into the public universities 

and technical institutes. Some majors may have additional requirements. You 

should contact the school(s) of your choice to determine if your major of interest 

has additional requirements.  

 

Also be sure to complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/. Millions of students each year take advantage of financial 

aid opportunities that help cover the cost of their education. The FAFSA for school 

year 2018-19 becomes available Oct. 1, 2017. 

 

On behalf of the South Dakota Department of Education, the South Dakota Board 

of Regents, and the South Dakota Board of Technical Education, I wish you all the 

best. Your future is bright in South Dakota!  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Dr. Melody Schopp  

Secretary of Education 
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https://fafsa.ed.gov/
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PROACTIVE ADMISSIONS

YOU'RE ACCEPTED!

The South Dakota Department of Education is reaching out to qualifying South Dakota high school students in the fall
of their senior year to alert them that they have already met criteria for guaranteed general acceptance into the
state’s six public universities and four technical institutes.

What is guaranteed general acceptance?

Guaranteed general acceptance is automatic eligibility for admission into any of South Dakota’s six public universities
and four technical institutes, based on Smarter Balanced test or ACT scores.

South Dakota students who earn a Level 3 or 4 on the English language arts and math portions of the 11th grade
Smarter Balanced test or an ACT composite score of 18 or higher earn guaranteed general acceptance into the South
Dakota public university or technical institute of their choice. (Note: South Dakota School of Mines & Technology
requires 18 in English and 20 in math on the ACT.)

What do students need to do after earning guaranteed general acceptance?

Students must complete their application for admission, pay the application fee and submit their official high school
transcript to the school(s) of their choice by Dec. 1 of their senior year in order to take advantage of guaranteed
general acceptance. After Dec. 1, students may still apply, but their acceptance is no longer guaranteed. Students
must also graduate high school the school year in which they are granted guaranteed general acceptance.

NOTE: Students are encouraged to ask their school counselor or principal if their high school is participating in
College Application Week, a special week each fall during which application fees are waived!

Students should also be sure to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
at https://fafsa.ed.gov/. Millions of students each year take advantage of financial aid opportunities that help cover
the cost of their education. The FAFSA becomes available Oct. 1 each year.

What does “general” acceptance mean?

General acceptance means a student is accepted into the university or technical institute. Some majors may have
additional requirements. Students should contact their school(s) of choice to determine if their major of interest has
additional requirements.

Questions? Contact Becky Nelson with the Department of Education at 606-773-4681.

WHAT'S NEXT?

Click on any of the logos below to learn more and apply to the school(s) you're interested in!

STUDENT LOGINSelect Language  ▼
   

STUDENTS PARENTS EDUCATORS NETWORK PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN NEWS ABOUT US CONTACT US
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http://sdmylife.com/educators/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/tutorials-training/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/advanced-placement/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/career-technical-education/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/college-career-life-ready/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/remediation/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/advanced-education-opportunities/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/financial-resources/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/national-career-readiness-certificate-ncrc/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/file-manager/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/post-secondary/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/accepted/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/rigorous-coursework/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/mylife-magazine/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/testing/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/work-based-learning/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/sd-workforce/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
mailto:Becky.Nelson@state.sd.us?subject=Proactive%20Admissions%20Question%20from%20SDMyLife
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-bhsu
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-dsu
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-lati
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-mti
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-sti
http://www.careercruising.com/sd
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SDMyLife/316016335226423?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/SD_MyLife
http://www.schooltube.com/channel/sdmylife/
javascript:void(0)
http://sdmylife.com/#section-2
http://sdmylife.com/students/
http://sdmylife.com/parents/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/
http://sdmylife.com/network/
http://sdmylife.com/personal-learning-plan/
http://sdmylife.com/awareness/
http://sdmylife.com/about-us/
http://sdmylife.com/contact-us/
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http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-nsu
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-sdsmt
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-sdsu
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-usd
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted-to-wdt
http://sdmylife.com/index.php#section-2
http://sdmylife.com/students/first-time-users/
http://sdmylife.com/students/advanced-placement/
http://sdmylife.com/students/career-technical-education/
http://sdmylife.com/students/career-clusters/
http://sdmylife.com/students/cluster-camps/
http://sdmylife.com/students/remediation/
http://sdmylife.com/students/common-concerns/
http://sdmylife.com/students/advanced-education-opportunities/
http://sdmylife.com/students/financial-resources/
http://sdmylife.com/students/post-secondary/
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted/
http://sdmylife.com/students/rigorous-coursework/
http://sdmylife.com/students/my-life-magazines/
http://sdmylife.com/students/sd-workforce/
http://sdmylife.com/students/student-organizations/
http://sdmylife.com/students/testing/
http://sdmylife.com/students/first-time-users/
http://sdmylife.com/students/advanced-placement/
http://sdmylife.com/students/career-technical-education/
http://sdmylife.com/students/career-clusters/
http://sdmylife.com/students/cluster-camps/
http://sdmylife.com/students/remediation/
http://sdmylife.com/students/common-concerns/
http://sdmylife.com/students/advanced-education-opportunities/
http://sdmylife.com/students/financial-resources/
http://sdmylife.com/students/post-secondary/
http://sdmylife.com/students/accepted/
http://sdmylife.com/students/rigorous-coursework/
http://sdmylife.com/students/my-life-magazines/
http://sdmylife.com/students/sd-workforce/
http://sdmylife.com/students/student-organizations/
http://sdmylife.com/students/testing/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/tutorials-training/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/advanced-placement/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/career-technical-education/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/college-career-life-ready/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/remediation/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/advanced-education-opportunities/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/financial-resources/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/national-career-readiness-certificate-ncrc/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/file-manager/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/post-secondary/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/accepted/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/rigorous-coursework/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/mylife-magazine/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/testing/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/work-based-learning/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/sd-workforce/
http://sdmylife.com/network/get-involved/
http://sdmylife.com/network/manage-your-account/
http://sdmylife.com/network/faqs/
http://sdmylife.com/network/network-resources/
http://sdmylife.com/educators/accepted/awareness/
http://sdmylife.com/about-us/
http://sdmylife.com/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SDMyLife/316016335226423?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/SD_MyLife
http://www.schooltube.com/channel/sdmylife/
http://www.epicosity.com/



