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DRAFT MOTION 20170328_4-E(1):  I move to approve SDSU’s Minor in Design Studies as 

described in Attachment I. 
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SUBJECT: New Minor: SDSU Minor in Design Studies 

 

South Dakota State University (SDSU) requests authorization to offer an undergraduate 

minor in Design Studies. The minor incorporates aspects of multiple design-related disciplines, 

including Architecture, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Studio Art, and Landscape Architecture. 

SDSU reports steady employment growth for graduates in design-related fields ranging from 2% 

to 27% depending on specific occupation. The intended audience for the minor includes students 

outside of the School of Design looking to graduate with multiple competencies. SDSU expects 

over 5 graduates per year after full implementation. The minor consist of 18 credit hours. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Baccalaureate Degree Minor 

  
 

UNIVERSITY: South Dakota State University 

TITLE OF PROPOSED MINOR: Design Studies 

DEGREE(S) IN WHICH MINOR MAY BE 

EARNED: 

Any 

EXISTING RELATED MAJORS OR MINORS: Architecture (B.F.A.), Graphic 

Design (B.F.A.), Interior Design 

(B.F.A.), Studio Art (B.F.A.),  

Landscape Architecture (B.L.A.) 

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2017 

PROPOSED CIP CODE: 50.0401 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: School of Design 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: College of Arts and Sciences 

 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

  

 

01/12/17 

President of the University  Date 

 
 

1.  Do you have a major in this field (place an “X” in the appropriate box)? 
 

 

2. If you do not have a major in this field, explain how the proposed minor relates to your 

university mission. 
 

South Dakota State University (SDSU) requests authorization to offer a baccalaureate minor in 

Design Studies.  A minor in Design Studies is a way for students to diversify their education 

and incorporate design thinking and design skills into their overall academic experience. The 

minor will allow students in majors outside of the School of Design, especially communication 

majors and those studying construction or related fields, to take coursework that prepares them 

to better understand the impact of design. This minor is specifically intended for students 

outside the School of Design. 

 

The proposed minor in Design Studies is within the statutory mission of South Dakota State 

University as provided in SDCL 13-58-1: Designated as South Dakota’s land grant university, 

South Dakota State University, formerly the state college of agriculture and mechanical arts, 

shall be under the control of the Board of Regents and shall provide undergraduate and graduate 

programs of instruction in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in 

  X 

Yes  No 
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agriculture, education, engineering, home economics, nursing, and pharmacy, and other courses 

or programs as the Board of Regents may determine. 

 

Currently SDSU does not offer a major in design studies.  SDSU and the School of Design offer 

majors in the following design disciplines that comprise the Design Studies minor: Architecture 

(B.F.A.), Graphic Design (B.F.A.), Interior Design (B.F.A.), Studio Art (B.F.A.), and Landscape 

Architecture (B.L.A.). A minor in Design Studies provides students with a reliable 

understanding of the modern environment, as built by humans, and for the smooth transition 

of information while working on collaborative projects from landscape design and architecture 

to graphics and interiors. Design education provides an effective means to deploy effort, 

money, and time. For example, a blueprint must be made by an expert designer before 

construcing a building. In a similar fashion, a suitable design or plan is required before any 

constructed project to ensure economy and success. Design knowledge helps people to 

organize their ideas, which aides in the economy of all human activity. 

 
The University does not request new State resources.  

 

3. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed minor? 

 

The Design Studies minor is a non-professional degree providing students with basic information 

to supplement their major. The minor combines elements from each of SDSU’s design majors, 

including Architecture (B.F.A.), Graphic Design (B.F.A.), Interior Design (B.F.A.), Studio Art 

(B.F.A.), and Landscape Architecture (B.L.A.).  Studies in design are both fulfilling and appeal 

to students’ talents and interests. It is not the intention of the minor that students become 

professional designers, but rather provide a basic set of skills and knowledge that can be 

employed with both designers and non-designers.  

 

4. How will the proposed minor benefit students?  

 

Students will have the opportunity to earn a minor in a growing field of study that is allied to 

other design, technical, and communication disciplines. Students will benefit through the 

opportunity to study design thinking and methods for representing and reshaping a wide range 

of visual experiences using theory, innovative practice, aesthetics, and functional means.  

 

The College of Arts and Sciences at South Dakota State University is committed to preparing 

graduates who are better prepared to enter the workforce by creating clear pathways to a T-

Shaped Profile.  The T-Shaped Profile was introduced by the Education Advisory Board as a 

result of research that demonstrated that students who possessed this profile found meaningful 

work more quickly after graduating, and were better prepared to advance more quickly up the 

organizational ladder.  The T-Shaped Profile is characterized by the acquisition of knowledge, 

skills, and competencies that are aligned with the ability to collaborate (these “soft skills” 

include the ability to effectively lead and follow, work effectively as a team, take appropriate 

initiative, and exhibit cultural sensitivity).  Collaborative skills form the top of the T.  The T-

stem consists of innovative skills.  Innovative skills include specialized knowledge, skills, and 

experiences that are in high demand by employers but in low or inadequate supply in newly 

minted graduates.  Innovative skills include technical and quantitative skills, specialized 

communication skills and competencies, and experience with basic business processes.  

Students can achieve a T-Shaped Profile by intentionally and consciously selecting a minor 

that complements their major.  This is particularly important for students who choose to major 

in the more traditional liberal arts disciplines. 
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5. Describe the workforce demand for graduates in related fields, including national demand 

and demand within South Dakota. Provide data and examples; data sources may include but 

are not limited to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

Regental system dashboards, etc. 

 

The minor in Design Studies develops the student’s T-stem by providing them with specialized 

training in design skills.  These skills make students more competitive for entry-level jobs in a 

variety of fields.  A 2013 report by Burning Glass found that liberal arts graduates with a modest 

amount of additional coursework in this sort of area – such as a minor – qualified for significantly 

more jobs and earned somewhat higher starting salaries than their peers.  Typical job titles for 

liberal arts graduates with minors in design fields include marketing specialist, web developer, 

technical editor, artist/illustrator, and communications coordinator.1 The minor is beneficial to 

students seeking employment in these and other occupations that range in projected growth from 

steady to high demand within South Dakota. South Dakota employment projections through 

2024 indicate a 2% growth for Graphic Designers, 2% growth for general Art & Design Workers, 

3% for Commercial and Industrial Designers, 18% for Marketing Specialists and 27% for Web 

developers.2 

Design studies teaches design thinking that is core to development strategy employed by many 

of the worlds most successful businesses and organization. Design thinking creates a culture 

that is focused on the design way of solving problems. It combines creative and critical 

thinking.3 This way of thinking can be applied to products, services, and processes or anything 

that needs to be improved. There are many examples of companies that use design thinking in 

their day-to-day operations, like Apple and Google. The design method can and does work for 

all types of organizations, big and small.  

6. Provide estimated enrollments and completions in the table below and explain the 

methodology used in developing the estimates  

 

Estimates are based on current enrollments in affiliated programs and feedback from respective 

department heads on campus.  The School of Design enrolled 184 students in fall 2016.  These 

estimates assume that enrollment in this minor will approximately equal 10% of the enrollment 

in affiliated majors, which would put it in line with most other minors in the College of Arts and 

Sciences.     

        

 Fiscal Years* 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimates FY 17 FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Students enrolled in the minor (fall) 6 8 12 18 

Completions by graduates  5 7 9 
*Do not include current fiscal year. 

 

                                                           
1 Burning Glass Technologies, The Art of Employment: How Liberal Arts Graduates Can Improve Their Labor 

Market Prospects. August 2013, http://burning-glass.com/wp-content/uploads/BGTReportLiberalArts.pdf. 
2 Labor Market Information Center, SD Dept. of Labor & Regulation, http://dlr.sd.gov/. 
3 Lawton Ursrey, “Why Design Thinking Should Be At The Core Of Your Business Strategy Development,” 

Forbes, 4 June 2014, http://www.forbes.com/sites/lawtonursrey/2014/06/04/14-design-thinking-esque-tips-some-

approaches-to-problem-solving-work-better-than-others/#55ca3e757452. 
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7. What is the rationale for the curriculum? Demonstrate/provide evidence that the 

curriculum is consistent with current national standards.  

 

The curriculum draws from the following School of Design majors: Architecture (B.F.A.), 

Graphic Design (B.F.A.), Interior Design (B.F.A.), Landscape Architecture (B.L.A.), and Studio 

Art (B.F.A.). The minor aligns with bachelor’s degrees that are or are actively seeking 

accreditation through the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), National 

Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD), Council for Interior Design Accreditation 

CIDA, Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB), and National Council for 

Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). 

  

Students who are already design majors (Architecture, Graphic Design, Interior design, Studio 

Art, and Landscape Architecture) will not eligible for the minor. 

 

The Design Studies minor supports students pursuing degrees where design knowledge is an 

allied discipline and design thinking skills enhances the major degree and collaboration 

potential after graduation.  

 

DSGN 110 and ART 121 are first-year foundation courses for all disciplines in the School of 

Design. DSGN 110 educates students in the application of design thinking to problem solving 

and use of basic creative approaches to achieve outcomes. ART 121 reinforces knowledge 

gained in DSGN 110 through the use of drawing as a communication language applying design 

principles and elements to create designs. These foundations are reinforced and used 

throughout the design majors. 
 

Students may not use the courses from the minor in Design Studies to complete another minor 

offered by the School of Design. 

 

8. Complete the tables below. Explain any exceptions to Board policy requested. 

 

A. Distribution of Credit Hours 

 

Minor in Design Studies Credit Hours Percent 

Requirements in minor 6           33% 

Electives in minor 12              66% 

Total 18 100% 

 

B. Required Courses in the Minor 

 

Prefix Number Course Title 

Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

DSGN 110 Creative Cognition 3 No 

ART 121 Design I 2D 3 No 

  Subtotal 6  

 

9. Elective Courses in the Minor: List courses available as electives in the program. Indicate 

any proposed new courses added specifically for the minor.  

 

Students must complete at least 12 credits from two prefixes in any combination. 
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Prefix Number Course Title 

Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

ARCH 180 Introduction to Architecture 2 Yes 

ARCH 221 Media Tech I 1 No 

ARCH 241 Building History 3 No 

ART 111 Drawing I 3 No 

ART 112 Drawing II 3 No 

ART 122 Design II Color 3 No 

ART 123 Three Dimensional Design 3 No 

DSGN 152 Design Fundamentals II 3 No 

GDES 101 Computer Graphics 3 No 

GDES 201 Graphic Design 3 No 

GDES 207 Interactive Design I 3 No 

GDES 216 Typography I 3 No 

ID 180 Introduction to Interior Design 2 Yes 

ID 209 Human Factors and Behavior 3 No 

ID 215-215L Materials I and Lab 3 No 

LA 101 Introduction of Landscape Architecture 3 No 

LA 242 History of Landscape Architecture 3 No 

LA 251 Site Inventory and Analysis 3 No 

 

10. What are the learning outcomes expected for all students who complete the minor? How 

will students achieve these outcomes? 

 

Students will achieve a foundation in design thinking and an understanding of basic design skills. 

Students will achieve these outcomes by successfully completing six credits in the School of 

Design common first-year and additional twelve elective hours of study in a minimum of two 

School of Design disciplines (ARCH, ART, DSGN, GDES, ID, LA). 

 

Outcomes for Design Studies: 

1. Ability to develop digital and haptic design methodologies. 

2. Ability to conceive two-dimensional and three-dimensional design. 

3. Knowledge of basic creative approaches to solve problems. 

4. Ability to apply basic strategies for planning and producing design solutions and 

communicating ideas. 

 

Outcomes are achieved through: 

1. Successfully competing 18 credits of 100 and 200 level courses in design disciplines in  

 the School of Design that are nationally accredited or the process of obtaining accreditation. 

(Studio Art, Graphic Design and Landscape Architecture are on schedule to complete 

accreditation in 2019. Architecture will complete accreditation in 2016, interior design and 

art education are currently accredited.) 

 2. Successfully obtaining a ‘C’ or better for courses in the minor. 

 

The attached curriculum map (Appendix A) shows where students achieve these outcomes in the 

curriculum.   
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11. What instructional approaches and technologies will instructors use to teach courses in the 

minor? This refers to the instructional technologies and approaches used to teach courses and 

NOT the technology applications and approaches expected of students. 

 

Courses are both lecture and studio based. Instruction includes both digital and haptic 

technologies applied to problem solving. Studio outcomes are demonstrated through individual 

and group critiques of student projects.   

 

12. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university intends to seek authorization to 

deliver the entire minor at any off-campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, Capital University 

Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or intends to seek authorization to 

deliver the entire minor through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)?4 

 

 Yes No If Yes, list location(s) Intended 

Start Date 

Off-campus  X   

 

 Yes No If Yes, identify delivery methods Intended 

Start Date 

Distance Delivery  X   

 

13. Does the University request any exceptions to any Board policy for this minor? Explain 

any requests for exceptions to Board Policy. If not requesting any exceptions, enter “None.” 

 

None. 

 

14. Cost, Budget, and Resources: Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and 

continuing investments in personnel, professional development, release time, time 

redirected from other assignments, instructional technology & software, other operations 

and maintenance, facilities, etc., needed to implement the proposed minor.  
 

All courses are currently being taught.  No additional resources are needed. 

 

15. New Course Approval: New courses required to implement the new minor may receive 

approval in conjunction with program approval or receive approval separately. Please 

check the appropriate statement (place an “X” in the appropriate box). 

 

 YES,  

the university is seeking approval of new courses related to the proposed program in 

conjunction with program approval. All New Course Request forms are included as 

Appendix C and match those described in section 7. 

 

X NO,  

the university is not seeking approval of all new courses related to the proposed 

program in conjunction with program approval; the institution will submit new course 

approval requests separately or at a later date in accordance with Academic Affairs 

Guidelines. 

                                                           
4 The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a university 

to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery. 
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Appendix A 

Design Studies Minor – Student Learning Outcomes 
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Ability to develop digital and haptic design 

methodologies. 

X  X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Ability to conceive two-dimensional and three-

dimensional design. 

X   X  X X X X X X X X X  X X  X X X 

Knowledge of basic creative approaches to solve 

problems. 

X X  X X X X X X X X X X X  X X  X X X 

Ability to apply basic strategies for planning and 

producing design solutions and communicating ideas. 
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