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SUBJECT: BHSU Naming Request – Lionel R. Bordeaux Residence Hall 

 

Black Hills State University (“BHSU”) requests authorization to rename the Crow Peak 

Residence Hall as the “Lionel R. Bordeaux Residence Hall”, in honor of Lionel Bordeaux, a 

distinguished alumnus of BHSU. There is no gift associated with this naming request and the 

renaming does not conflict with any prior naming agreements.  

 

Board Policy No. 1:27 reaffirms South Dakota’s “long-standing tradition of naming 

institutional facilities…in recognition of persons or entities who have made important 

contributions to enable or to advance the missions of the institutions.”  Section 1, in particular, 

provides that: 

 

1.  When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization where 

there is no gift, the proposed honoree shall have achieved distinction in one or more of the 

following ways:  

 

A. serving the university in an academic or administrative capacity with high 

distinction, or  

 

B. by contributing in other exceptional ways to the welfare and reputation of the 

university, to education, or to the community in general.  

…  

 

4. Prior to recommending to the Board the naming of a facility or programmatic unit for a 

person, family or organization, the president or superintendent shall have a reasonable 

assurance that:  

A. the proposed name will bring additional honor and distinction to the institution,  

B. the recognition implied by the naming is appropriate for the behavior exhibited by 

the individual, family, or organization, and  

C. any philanthropic commitments connected with the naming can be realized. 
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Lionel Bordeaux is a 1964 graduate of BHSU who earned his B.S. in Social Science and 

History. Mr. Bordeaux earned his M.A. in Educational Psychology from USD in 1971, and 

completed doctoral work in 1973 at the University of Minnesota for his ABD in Education 

Administration. He has served as the president of Sinte Gleska University in Mission, South 

Dakota from 1973 to the present, making him one of the longest serving university presidents in 

the United States. In his university service, he has fought hard for civil liberties, human rights, 

higher education, and equity for Native Americans. Before that time, he worked for the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs from 1964 to 1972 in several capacities. He has also served as a member of the 

Rosebud Sioux Tribal Government from 1974-1997. Naming this facility after an outstanding 

Native American graduate will portray BHSU’s commitment to serving and recognizing the 

contributions of the Native American population in South Dakota. If approved by the Board, a 

special dedication will be held to celebrate the naming during the Fall 2017 semester. 
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  Office of the President 
 

Phone:  (605) 642-6111 

Fax:  (605) 642-6763 
1200 University Street, Unit 9500 

Spearfish, South Dakota  57799-9500 

 

Black Hills State University is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

DATE:  June 26, 2017 

 

TO:  Dr. Mike Rush, SDBOR 

 

FROM: Dr. Tom Jackson, Jr., President 

 

SUBJECT: Revised -- Request for naming BHSU Residence Hall after alumnus Lionel R. 

Bordeaux 

 

 

Black Hills State University (BHSU) requests to name the Crow Peak residence hall after 

alumnus Lionel R. Bordeaux. This is to recognize his incredible contributions and 

representation not only to our Native communities across the United States, but also all 

alumni of BHSU. This is a change to an earlier request. Crow Peak hall is our newest, most 

popular facility that overlooks the beautiful Black Hills. It will still be standing for 

generations. The “Crow Peak” name was chosen for its marketing purposes. 

 

Lionel graduated from BHSU in 1964. He has been the president of Sinte Gleska University 

since 1974. He is arguably the longest serving university President in the United States, and 

he is a BHSU alumnus! In his university service he has fought hard for civil liberties, human 

rights, higher education, and equitability for the American Indian. He has worked with every 

United States President since 1974. 

 

President Bordeaux is highly respected. BHSU is honored to rename the Hall in his honor. If 

approved, a special dedication will be held to celebrate the naming. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and support.      
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