
(Continued) 

****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 Presidents Abbott and Chicoine will be available to discuss Cost of Attendance.  
 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Budget and Finance 

 

AGENDA ITEM:    6 – W 

 

DATE:  December 2-3, 2015 

  

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT:  Athletic Cost of Attendance Scholarships 

 

Background: 

In January 2015, the NCAA enabled five conferences (the Autonomous Group: ACC, Big 

Ten, Big Twelve, Pac-12 and SEC comprised of 65 universities) autonomous authority in 

specific selected areas or categories of intercollegiate athletics including the athletically-based 

financial aid, or athletic scholarships. The autonomous universities adopted the federally defined 

cost of attendance (i.e. tuition, fees, books and supplies, room and board, transportation and 

personal expenses) as the basis for athletically-based financial aid, effective August 1, 2016.  

Previously, athletically-based financial aid was determined by the cost of education (i.e. tuition, 

fees, books and supplies, and room and board). 

 

Non-autonomous Division I universities may adopt cost of attendance based athletic 

financial aid, if they wish (permissive authority).  Each institution’s financial aid office computes 

cost of attendance following federal guidelines for students in general.  The cost of attendance is 

the upper bound for athletically-based financial aid. Institutions may award an amount greater 

than the cost of education but less than the cost of attendance computed by their financial aid 

office for students in general, and this amount may be specific to a student athlete on athletically- 

based financial aid. 

 

Definitions: 

 Cost of Education: tuition, fees, required course-related books and supplies, and room 

and board 

 Cost of Attendance: tuition, fees, room and board, required course-related books and 

supplies, transportation and other personal expenses to attend the institution  

 Cost of Attendance less Cost of Education = maximum additional athletically-based 

financial aid per athletic scholarship that is now an option for all Division I universities. 

 

SDSU Cost of Attendance less Cost of Education Calculations 2015-2016 academic year: 

 Summit League members: mean = $3,400; range = $2,200 to $4,269 

 Missouri Valley Football Conference members: mean = $3,400; range = $2,200 to $4,269 
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 South Dakota State University: $6,798 

 Total cost if implemented on all sports given current financial aid funding for cost of 

education for 19 sponsored sports (215.67 equivalencies) in 2015-2016 = $1,466,124.66 

 Total cost if implemented on average 50% of maximum = $1,466,124.66 / 2 = 

$733.062.33 

 Total cost if 27 financial aid equivalencies @ $5,000, 87 @ $3,000 and 101.67 @ $1,000 

= $497,670 

 

SDSU Implementing Cost of Attendance Considerations: 

 Equity – gender and sports 

 Source of revenues 

 The marketplace 

 Philosophy 

 Strategy 

 

SDSU Current approach – strategic, fiscally responsible and competitive: 

 Cost of attendance @ $5,000 per student athlete for men’s and women’s basketball, 

beginning with the 2016-17 season funded by donor’s gifts designated for this purpose 

(27 equivalencies @ $5,000 = $135,000). 

 Continue planning for all other sports, gathering competitive market information and 

fundraising to generate the funds designated for the plus up in athletically-based financial 

aid.  

 

University of South Dakota 
Cost of Attendance Implementation Plan 

November 24, 2015 

 

What is Cost of Attendance (COA)? 

 

Cost of Attendance is a federal financial aid calculation that includes the cost for tuition, 

fees, room, board, supplies, transportation, and personal expenses.  Cost of Attendance reflects 

the amount of money a typical student is projected to need for school-related expenses during the 

academic year based on residency and degree program.  Up until a change in the NCAA rules, 

this calculation was used for determining awards of financial aid to students that are not student 

athletes. In January 2015, the NCAA enacted changes in their legislation that now allows 

universities to award student athletes aid using the Cost of Attendance calculation. 

 

Prior to January 2015, Cost of Education (aka Full Grant in Aid) was the only calculation 

that athletic departments could use to award to student athlete scholarships.  The difference 

between Cost of Attendance and Cost of Education are the transportation and personal expenses 

estimates.  For USD, those estimates are $4,145 per academic year. 
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How will USD implement COA? 

The University of South Dakota athletic department will offer Cost of Attendance for 

2016-17 for all scholarship student-athletes in proportion to their scholarship offers.  “In 

proportion to the scholarship offer” means, for example, a half scholarship athlete will receive 

half of the amount reflected in the table below.  Cost of Attendance will be phased in over the 

course of the next 3 years with the intent of fully funding Cost of Attendance by the third year.  

Men’s and Women’s basketball will be implemented at the full Cost of Attendance in year one.  

All other sports will be phased in over three years based on the student athlete’s year in the 

athletic program (see below; year 1 is akin to a freshman, year 2 akin to a sophomore, etc.).   

 

Cost of Attendance 

Example 2016-17       Example 2017-18        Example 2018-19 

Basketball       $3,600.00  Basketball $3,800.00  Basketball $4,000.00  

Year 1         $3,000.00   Year 1   $3,600.00  Year 1   $4,000.00  

Year 2        $2,500.00   Year 2   $3,200.00  Year 2   $4,000.00  

Year 3         $2,000.00   Year 3  $2,800.00  Year 3   $4,000.00  

Year 4        $2,000.00   Year 4  $2,800.00  Year 4   $4,000.00 

 

Cost of Attendance will be applied to each athlete’s student account at the same time all other 

financial aid is applied at the beginning of the term.  For students in which the amount of 

financial aid creates a credit balance, a refund will be issued from the USD business office in the 

form of a check or direct deposit.  Keep in mind, that of the 375 student athletes only 21% 

receive a full award package.  The remaining 79% receive a partial or no scholarship.  In most 

cases, the Cost of Attendance award will be applied to the student athlete’s bill. 

 

How will USD fund COA? 

USD has issued a “Call to Action” to its booster club (known as the Howling Pack).  Donors and 

corporate sponsors alike are stepping forward to help fund USD’s implementation of the Cost of 

Attendance.  The estimated cost of the three years to full implementation are reflected below: 
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Why are those funds not available for operations? 

Donors and corporate sponsors are not willing to fund that which they perceive as base 

operating responsibilities of the university.  They are; however, willing to fund initiatives that 

they can “own.”  Donors and corporate sponsors view the Cost of Attendance initiative as one 

that will make the USD athletics programs stronger and more competitive. 


