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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
I move to approve SDSU’s Preliminary Facility Statement to renovate and plan for an 

addition to the South Dakota Art Museum. This will allow SDSU to develop its Facility Program 
Plan and outline more specific plan details and cost estimates.  The funding source will be private 
funds.  If approved, the Board President should appoint a Building Committee representative to 
oversee the planning of this project.  

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Budget and Finance 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6 – T 
 

DATE: December 2-3, 2015 
  

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: South Dakota State University - South Dakota Art Museum Addition and 

Renovation – Preliminary Facility Statement  
 
 South Dakota State University requests approval of its Preliminary Facility Statement to 
plan for renovation and construction of an addition to the existing South Dakota Art Museum 
facility. The Art Museum Charter Purposes states that the Museum is designed to provide 
permanent housing and display of the Harvey Dunn paintings, the Marghab Collection and other 
works of art, to honor the creative nature of mankind and serve as an inspiration to the people of 
South Dakota. The facility will also provide for programs of changing exhibitions of contemporary 
and traditional works of art as well as a means for future extension of the visual arts for all 
communities of South Dakota.  
 
 An addition to the South Dakota Art Museum will provide a profound impact on the 
existing collections as well as provide space for additional acquisitions, exhibits and research of 
new collections. Additionally, the Museum’s capacity to fulfill its primary mission to stewardship, 
scholarship, outreach, and education with sufficient facilities resources will be more easily met.  
 
 A program addition to the Art Museum will provide additional classroom space along with 
a research library and viewing room for staff to provide scholars access to works of art. Currently, 
hundreds of SDSU students as well as SDSU research faculty and scholars across the nation visit 
the museum and utilize the existing spaces. Updated classroom space will provide SDSU students 
with the latest in educational technology. Additional space would also provide for a more diverse 
range of classes and museum events as well as scholastic research.  
 
 Spaces to be repurposed or renovated would include restrooms, classrooms, collection and 
storage spaces, private and public corridor connections to the gallery and classroom spaces, 
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custodial and general building storage space. With the addition, selected existing utilities will 
likely need to be upgraded.  
 
 Additional proposed project details can be found in SDSU’s attached Preliminary Facility 
Statement.  
 
 Approval of this request will allow SDSU the opportunity to develop a Facility Program 
Plan that will include specific project details, cost estimates and funding information. Currently, 
funding is to come from donations/gifts to the project. If the project is approved, the Board 
president should assign a building committee representative to oversee the project planning.  



 
 

 
 

 

PRELIMINARY FACILITY STATEMENT 
 FOR 

 

 SOUTH DAKOTA ART MUSEUM ADDITION AND RENOVATION 

 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

   
 

SDSU requests approval of this Preliminary Facility Statement for planning an addition and 

renovation to the South Dakota Art Museum.  We request appointment of a building 

committee and that consultants be selected and retained to provide architectural programming 

and schematic design services (planning only) for this project.   

 

A.  GENERAL PROGRAMMATIC NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED:   

 

The South Dakota Art Museum serves to stimulate cultural vitality through the arts by bringing the 

spirit of South Dakota to the world. As steward of the state's art treasures, the South Dakota Art 

Museum collects, preserves, and exhibits visual arts to provide access and education, and to foster 

appreciation of the visual arts for the people of South Dakota and its visitors. The Museum currently 

serves over 130,000 visitors annually, a large number of whom report coming to see the collections 

of Harvey Dunn paintings and of Native American art. The impetus for the expansion project is due 

in large part to the opportunity to significantly increase the size and scope of these two important 

collections.    

 

The Charter Purpose states that the Museum is designed to:  

- Provide permanent housing and display of the Harvey Dunn paintings, the Marghab Collection and 

other works of art, which shall honor the creative nature of mankind and serve as an inspiration to 

the people of South Dakota.  

-  Provide a program of changing exhibitions of contemporary and traditional works of art. 

-  Provide the means for further extension of the visual arts for all communities of South Dakota 

through a variety of activities, which will foster education through aesthetic enjoyment.   

 

The long-term impact of the expansion of these collections will be profound. The project will help 

continue several of our strategic goals.  The first is to celebrate diverse perspectives and values of art 

making. This will be achieved through the acquisition, exhibition and research of the new 

collections. This will also fortify our relationship with the Center for American Indian Research and 

Native Studies by providing access to the Native American collection for research opportunities at 

the Lakota Arts and Identity workshop for educators.   

 

Next, it will increase the Museum's capacity to fulfill its primary mission to stewardship, scholarship, 

outreach, and education with sufficient facilities resources.  This project will also help support the 

goal to cultivate an awareness of the Museum's mission and subsequently engage audiences in its 

long term sustainability.  
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In addition to increased visibility we will build an environment conducive to intellectual exchange 

while aligning the Museum with the University's expectations for increased scholarship and creative 

work. We propose one of the new program spaces include the addition of a faculty gallery to 

highlight rigorous creative investigation and support the University’s intellectual expectations.   

 

The South Dakota Art Museum has been accredited through the American Alliance of Museums 

since 1972 and currently provides a dynamic schedule of 17 changing exhibitions annually by 

regional, national, and international artists.  The Museum has a robust program component.  The 

addition of three galleries, each used specifically for a designated theme (Harvey Dunn, Native 

American art, and a faculty gallery), will be beneficial for the Museum in displaying, at all times, at 

least two of its major collections.   

 

B. ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENT BODY OR CONSTITUENTS TO BE SERVED:   

 

The Museum is a public facility, so any addition will serve the public in increased display of the 

collections and display of guest and faculty artists.  In addition, the Museum currently supports 

hundreds of SDSU students in our classroom, and we solicit and support research by SDSU faculty, 

as well as scholars across the country.  A program addition would include an expanded research 

library and viewing room for scholars to have access to works of art with staff assistance. 

 

C.  ADDITIONAL SERVICES TO BE OFFERED:   

 

An updated classroom would assist in providing students of South Dakota State University with the 

latest in educational technology, as well as to create a space to host a more diverse range of classes 

and Museum events. 

 

With a flexible collections workroom and an expanded library with computers and a designated 

workspace, our team of staff and volunteers will be better equipped to complete their various tasks 

more efficiently.  Such an area would also be beneficial for SDSU faculty and scholars, particularly 

those who look to research works within the SDAM's collections.  

 

Scholastic research will also benefit.  With the assistance of volunteers, the Museum archives are 

also now available on line. The Museum continues to expand outreach and education across the 

region through touring exhibitions and outreach.   

 

D.  COMPLIANCE WITH CAMPUS MASTER PLAN:   

 

This project is consistent with capital project needs and is one of the projects specifically noted as a 

future capital improvement in the 10-Year Capital Improvement Project List.  The 2025 Facility 

Master Plan indicates a developable site north of the existing museum.     
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E.  ANALYSIS OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT BASED ON THE FACILITIES UTILIZATION REPORT:   

 

The project design is likely to have the following spaces and features necessary to provide adequate 

exhibition and exhibition support space to support the expanded collections, as well as education and 

research space.  

- Three additional gallery spaces dedicated to exhibition of the collections of Harvey Dunn and 

Native American art, plus faculty gallery.  The Museum will be able to display works from each of 

the two primary collections on a consistent basis.   

- Flexible collections workroom, archive storage, research, and library with computers and 

workspace for work-study students, interns, faculty scholars, and volunteers 

- Collections storage including compact storage and specialized rack storage  

- Support space and general storage space(s) for crates, pedestals, and exhibition furnishings 

- One additional office 

- Exhibit preparation space for crates and exhibition furniture 

- Collaborative student study space   

 

Support space for restrooms, custodial, mechanical systems, circulation, and the building structure 

will also be required.   All program spaces will be required to be temperature and humidity 

controlled for proper archival storage of the artwork.   

 

Some existing spaces may be repurposed or renovated to better serve and provide necessary 

adjacencies for the additional program requirements for exhibition, collections storage, research, and 

scholarship.  We anticipate support space needs in the form of the following remodeled or new 

space: 

 

- Restrooms (updated and expanded)  

- Modernized classroom space (renovated or replacement) - To comply with the classroom 

modernization efforts across campus, the general classroom in the lower level would be upgraded or 

replaced to best serve the educational mission of the Museum and of the University's plans for 

upgrading traditional lecture halls to interactive and modern learning environments.   

- Collections and general storage space 

- Private and public corridor connections to additional gallery and classroom spaces.  

- Custodial and general building storage space  

 

An addition is likely to necessitate replacement of selected existing utilities serving the building.  

These are likely to include storm drainage system renovations, electrical service upgrades, and steam 

service upgrades.  Other repairs or remodeling may be undertaken as part of the addition and 

renovations to ensure the design and finishes of the museum are consistent throughout.  The capital 

improvements made to the facilities would also be an appropriate time for backlogged maintenance 

and repairs to occur.  Consideration will be given for the following work: 

 

- Relocated and expanded electrical service to the building. 

- Expanded steam and condensate return piping that serves the existing building. 

- Improvements to the perimeter foundation storm drainage system serving the existing building. 
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- Replacement or refinishing of the wood flooring with a material/finish more resistant to scratching 

and tracking. 

- Elevator replacement (combination accessible public and freight elevator). 

- Expansion of the Anderson Plaza so the design remains contiguous with a building addition. 

- Expand computer access throughout the facility with attention to wireless network capabilities 

- Replacement of the glazed entrance framing to curb unwanted condensation in the winter 

- Roof replacement 

- Restroom renovations 

- Exterior stair replacement 

- Exterior precast panel maintenance 

 

F.  LOCATION:   

 

The South Dakota Art Museum is located on the west side of the SDSU main campus, adjacent to 

Medary Avenue.  The project would include an addition and partial renovation of the existing 

museum.  The museum is part of the west edge of the historic campus green.  It is located 

immediately north of the historic Coughlin Campanile.  Any addition to the building would be 

designed to encroach as little as possible on the historic green, helping to define the periphery 

further, without distracting from the iconic status of the Coughlin Campanile.   

 

G.  REALLOCATION OF OLD SPACE, IF ANY:   

 

No space will be reallocated to other purposes.  Space renovated within the existing building will 

continue to be used for the museum education, research, and exhibition programs.    

 

H.  PROPOSED FUNDING SOURCE/SOURCES: 

 

The project will be funded from donations and gifts made towards the project.   

 

I.  BUDGET FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A FACILITY PROGRAM PLAN:   

 

We estimate architectural programming and conceptual design services will cost approximately 

$150,000.  This will provide services necessary to develop the architectural program and estimate its 

costs.  We also expect to develop materials that can be utilized for fund raising and explanation of 

the project.     
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